
SEAVINGTON ST MARY / MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

ON TUESDAY 20th March 2012
ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

Present
Mr S Madge (Chair)

Mr P Ashley


Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards


Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Mr B Walker (District Councillor)
Apologies
Mrs R Turner

Mr P Maxwell (County Councillor)
Also Present    10 members of the public
QUESTION TIME - None
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 22nd  March 2011 were agreed as a true record and signed

MATTERS ARISING

Covered in Chairman’s Report
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Planning – Has been a fairly quiet year with no major planning issues.
Village Car Park- Parish Council has finally lodged papers with the Land Registry to try and get the Car Park in Seavington St Michael registered in their name.  However, there have been 3 objections received and therefore at the present time the process has stalled.  More advice will be taken as to how this can be progressed.  The Parish Council were hoping to register the title in order to preserve the area as a Car Park for all.
Speeding – The Parish Council made a decision not to continue to fund the SID installations in the village (along New Road) as it has been proved there is a speeding problem.  However, since the accident when the illuminated bollard was demolished last August the mobile speeding camera and police have been seen in the village more frequently.  Parish Council hopeful that the 40mph speed limit from Watergore to our 30mph limit will soon be in place.  This has been agreed by both the Police and County Highways.  The Parish Council are being proactive in trying to create ‘pinch points’ on the eastern side of St Michael and the bank is being tidied with the hope that this may make motorists aware that they are approaching a residential area.

Footpaths -  Being well maintained by our PPLO and his assistant.  There is now only one path in The Seavingtons which has a vegetation cut carried out by County – this is Bread and Cheese Lane.  Thanks go to Jo Mills and Alan Graham who look after Saw Pit Lane.  The Parish Council paid for a seat in memory of Peter Longhurst which has been sited at the top or Easterdown.

New signage, gates and bridge recently installed in St Mary have been provided by County with some financial help from the new owner of the field in Church Lane.

Lengthsman Scheme – funding for this scheme has been withdrawn by the County Council so for this year the Parish Council increased the sum they put into the scheme.  There is a possibility that the District Council will withdraw funding in the very near future so further discussions will have to be had with regard to the continuation of the Scheme.

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Bank Account as at 20th  March 2012 – Current Account - £1,290.60 credit  

Business Reserve £6,668.15 credit.
For the year under review the Parish Precept was raised to £10,000 and these monies have been spent.  The Lengthsman Scheme now costs the Parish £1,500.  The contract for the cutting of the grass on the Playing Field was re-negotiated so that the field was only cut 6 times during the year.  However, one extra cut has been carried out in March 2012.  Donations were made during the year to the Youth Club, the PCC for maintenance of the two churchyards, the Community Shop and the Millennium Hall.  New nets and goal posts were purchased for the SPFA as two football teams have been using the field.  Five new Notice Boards are now in place and our thanks go to Tony Tolman for providing the labour at no cost.  Maintenance of the footpaths cost the Parish but this is kept to a minimum by the work done by Andrew Gillard (PPLO) and his assistant Phil Gordon-Smith.  
As the main road through St Michael is now classified as a ‘C’ road the vegetation cuts and maintenance works carried out the County are very minimal and the Parish is having to pick up costs that were once covered by both County and or the District Councils.

VOLUNTARY TREE WARDEN'S REPORT - APRIL 2011 – MARCH 2012
Once again this year has been a year where maintenance of existing trees has been paramount.  It has been an extremely dry year which will not have suited the young trees too well but so far we have had only one fatality – the Glastonbury Thorne.   This has been replaced with a Wellingtonia grown from seed by D Fyfe at The Beeches which has been planted to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubliee.  Currently it is only a baby but should reach lofty proportions in years to come and become quite a landmark.

We have planted it in the top left hand corner of the playing field which has now been fenced off by the tree wardens with agreement from the Seavington Playing Fields Association because damage was being sustained to our young trees by strimming etc.  The tree wardens will keep the area tidy themselves in future.  If we have another dry year additional watering may be necessary.  There is also a bit of a rabbit problem in that area.
During the year a report was completed for the Parish Council with regard to the bank on the eastern side of St Michael.  This report was accepted and some of the works suggested have already been carried out in order to make the villages look ‘more cared for’ with the hope that this may go some way to solving the speeding problems.
The tree wardens’ are currently looking into the possibility of laying the hedge round the playing field and maybe using this as a training event with possibly the Blackdown Hills Hedge Laying Association.  It would be an ideal opportunity to get some volunteers trained from Seavington who might be able to take on the maintenance of the laid hedges in the village.  Additional hedgerow trees have also been planted around the village.

The District Council is suffering from lack of cash and job cuts.  However, Phil Poulton the SSDC Tree Officer is very supportive to the Tree warden network.  We have a voluntary co-ordinator in Barry Knox who does his best to keep us informed electronically of national developments from the Tree Council and anything coming out of SSDC.  Tree warden volunteers arranged 3  training session which were held at Whitelackington, Dillington and a village walk at Barton St David on 16 June to discuss tree identification, pests & diseases, the law, planting & care.    The SW Tree Warden Forum was cancelled this year. 

Ry Coffman and Alan Graham


 Voluntary Tree Wardens, Seavington Parish Council

HISTORY PROJECT 
Bearing in mind the Web Museum is a really a winter project for both Ry and Carolyn, as each have other responsibilities in the summer, the history project has still managed to grow considerably in both content and features.

Eugene Mulligan, the Webmaster, has enhanced various facilities to make the input easier and the presentation clearer, and provided extra features. These include a Visitors Book and Family History Comments. Both have been used by people from outside the village and abroad.

A large amount of statistical information about the Football, Cricket and Social clubs was provided by Michael Harrison and this has now been uploaded, together with family and livestock photos and newsclippings which were given to us by members of the Jeffrey family about their time at West Street Farm.

Many more photographs have been added, including lots from the Gardening Club and some of the interior of St. Michael’s Church from the NADFAS file, and interesting articles from old issues of the Seavington News are gradually being included.

We have been fortunate to receive permission from both the Chard & Ilminster News and the Western Gazette to upload articles and photos that have appeared in their papers, provided we acknowledge the source.

And finally Ry and Carolyn went on a 6 week course at the Somerset Heritage Centre about Family History and Research to understand how best to use their resources.

Receiving comments like these below show the effort has been worthwhile.

‘Good site,  I was interested in the village of Seavington St Michael as my grandfather’s family came from the village, he was called Frederick Swain born in 1870.’

‘Excellent site. Have found so many previously unknown past relatives. Thank-you so much’

‘This is really delightful - I’ve quite enjoyed my visit, many thanks!’

Carolyn Farler

REPORT ON UP-DATE TO VILLAGE WEB SITE
The Village web-site has recently undergone major transformation (behind the scenes) which will make it more user friendly and our thanks go to Eugene Mulligan for this.  The next step will be to create a way in which local businesses can set up a link, very easily, in order that anyone viewing the site can see everything that The Seavingtons can offer.  A calendar of village and local events is in the process of being put on the web-site.
VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS REPORTS
Seavington Playing Fields and Millennium Hall – Another good year in spite of increasing costs.  Some regular bookings were lost but were quickly replaced by other bookings.  Two football teams are now using the field and these have provided income for the shop on a Saturday afternoon.  The main hall has been redecorated and the rest of the building will be done shortly. The SPFA committee and the Community Shop are working closer together and this must continue to the benefit of all.  The new notice boards are now being used and 5 Parish Councillors have keys.  Posters for events etc can be left at The Volunteer Inn, or the Community Shop.
Community Shop –  The report was given by Nick Ellis with apologies from Laura Gowers (Chair).  
The shop last year (actually only 9 months trading) showed a surplus of £1,800, but much of this was due to some significant grants that had been obtained.  A new Committee was elected in August and changes have been introduced to improve trade.  Surplus stock was sold off.  A survey has recently been sent to villagers and the information is still being collated.  However, initial feedback seems to show that the majority of residents are in favour of the Shop/Café.  At present the Committee are looking at reducing costs.  Fresh meat products are no longer being stocked and apart from local newspapers only those pre-ordered can be obtained.  Recently a loyalty scheme has been introduced, monthly offers and more local goods are being stocked. Two Craft Fairs have been held which proved quite successful.  The Shop is providing opportunities for volunteers to learn new skills and several school/college students have used the experience gained to help with future employment.  At the present time the Committee are still looking for ways to find grants to fund various projects currently under consideration.  Both Yarlington Homes and the SSDC are being very supportive at the present time.  It is hoped that the visit of the Countess of Wessex will also give publicity to the Shop/Café.
The Seavington’s News – Following the death of Peter Longhurst management of The News had to be changed.  At present David Froome is still Editor, Heather Scott is Treasurer and Wendy and David Elliott are ‘the Finishing Team’.
As the Newsletter is produced by a basic printing process it is cheap to produce and this is why it can still be delivered free to all houses.  At present regular local material is not being received.  The editor would be appreciative of help on the editorial side.  Financially the paper skip contributes about £1,000 annually and advertising revenue about the same amount.  Grants were given to village projects last year and hopeful that this will also be the case again this year.

Youth Group  
Seavington Youth Club was started by village residents in 2008 with the help of the Somerset Rural Youth Project. We hold sessions for 8-16 year olds every Monday during term time at the Millennium Hall in the village. The club is run by volunteers and annual costs are covered by admission fees, tuck shop sales, fundraising and an annual grant from the parish council; we currently have 6 regular youth workers who ensure the children have a good time in a safe environment. The number of children attending each week varies, but we average around 25. 

We have a number of games that members use, including pool table, table tennis, art and crafts table, board games, Wii console, Xbox 360 console, music centre, footballs and a range of other sports equipment. The members also help to set up and pack away the equipment, as well as taking it in turns to serve in the tuck shop.  We also run activities for the children; these have included in the past a samba drum workshop, circus skills night, electric guitar session and belly dancing session.

The youth club also interacts with other village organisations and recently we enjoyed a pancake evening with the village shop team.

The contribution of our volunteers should be highlighted and I am are very grateful for their dedication and the time they spend encouraging and listening to our youths. 

Anybody that thinks they might want to help out is very welcome to come down and see what it’s all about. Last year we held two fund raising events, a coffee morning and a table at the Xmas Bazaar. Both events were successful and we will be holding more events this year.
Our intention is to maintain the equipment we already have and to add some further equipment if possible. We are also looking to hold more activity nights for the members especially during the winter nights.

M S Isaacs  Seavington Youth Club  Treasurer

St Michael’s Church Trust – The Trust has had a very successful year.  Their aim is to raise funds for basic repairs and this is sufficient at present for routine repairs but any monies needed for major repairs would have to be found elsewhere.  There is some thought that more monies need to be raised through regular subscriptions (which can be gift aided) and less through fund raising events.  Brig Ffye expressed his thanks to all other trustees for the work done.

Councillor Madge (Chair) closed the meeting by expressing thanks to all those volunteers working for all the various village organisations for all the time and effort that they willing give.

He also thanked other Parish Councillors for all that they do for the villages.
As there was no other business the meeting closed at 8.15pm.
Signed .......................................................   Chairman 
....................................... Date
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