
SEAVINGTON ST MARY / MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

ON TUESDAY 20th March 2012
ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

Present
Mr S Madge (Chair)

Mr P Ashley


Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards


Mrs R Turner

Mrs P Parsons

Mr P Maxwell (County Councillor)



Mr P Thompson (District Councillor)
Apologies
Mrs B Lake

Mr B Walker (District Councillor)

Brig A & Mrs D Fyfe, Mr A Tolman, Mr B Edwards, 
Also Present    12 members of the public
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 20th March 2012 were agreed as a true record and signed

MATTERS ARISING

Covered in Chairman’s Report
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Planning – Has been a fairly quiet year with no major planning issues. Works recently carried out at Pond Farm referred to Disctrict Council Planners as Parish Councillors felt that the Conditions attached to the original planning permission had not been followed.  Still awaiting outcome.
Village Car Park- Parish Council request to have this registered in its name has had to go to Land Registry Adjudicator an four parties (two couples) have refused to withdraw their objections even though Councillors have tried to assure them that they have no intention of changing existing conditions.
Speeding – The SID is now back in the village at no cost as the County Council are now funding this scheme totally. Two areas in Water Street are to be investigate with a view to having a second site in the village.  This should happen in the near future.  The Police Speed Camera Van is still visiting the village and is parked at The Volunteer.  It will continue such visits whilst it is deemed worthwhile.  Speeds of over 50mph have been recorded.
Highways Notes made following a meeting with Paul Watkins of County Highways on Friday 15th March 2013 
1. Water Street from junction with Meade Lane to top to join with recent patching, will be surface dressed during the summer months.  At this time the remaining potholes and edge erosion will be dealt with, including those that are in lay-bys and the pothole outside Hall Car Park, which is not considered to be  on the highway.  The lay-bys outside Winchester Cottages and Marle Ground will also be included in surface dressing.

2. Discussions have taken place with Mr Jacobs and in the new financial year a larger pipe will be installed to take water from Meade Lane into the stream in Rooksmeade Lane.

3. Paul Watkins to speak to Mr Jacobs regarding the water course in Rooksmeade Lane as it is now considered the land owner’s responsibility to keep this clear.  However, the road edge erosion which is meaning the verge is collapsing into the stream will be dealt with using ‘winter drainage monies’ that County has recently received.

4. Confirmed that it is land owners’ responsibility to keep all ditches and water courses clear.

5. Drain in Water Street opposite junction with Rooksmeade Lane to be cleared and jetted.

6. Drain outside Buckrells to be cleared and jetted to deal with possible tree roots.

7. Drain in School Lane opposite Biddy’s Barn to be cleared and jetted and possible tree root blockage or collapsed drain to be investigated

8. Spring water at the bottom of Upton Lane which is missing small drain and flowing onto the main road to be investigated.  Unfortunately as the main road is gritted it is not deemed a health and safety issue.  Parish Council to ensure that salt/grit is available to treat bottom of Upton Lane as necesssary.

9. Ditch at top of Upton Lane has now been cleared by land owner and hopeful that this may solve recent problems.  However, Paul Watkins to investigate whether there are any ‘Highway responsibility pipes’ taking water away from Upton Lane.

10. Drains outside Swan Thatch east bound to be jetted as report received by Parish Council indicate that they are blocked or collapsed.

11. School Lane to be surfaced dressed in summer months.  Markings indicate that this was to be from St Michael’s church steps to main road junction as rest of Lane not adopted by County.  However, this was disputed and Paul Watkins to investigate.

12. David’s Lane – all seems well

13. Church Street – problems with surface water to be investigated, but again land owners’ responsibilities regarding ditches will play an important part.

14. Pavement unlikely to be repaired by County.

15. West Street – all seems well

16. Townsend  and Scotts Hill – no problems mentioned but the Lengthsman to check that all drains are clear.  If blocked this will be advised to County Highways for jetting to be carried out.

17. Long Forward Lane – some patching works recently carried out

18. Park Lane – white line markings now replaced.  Had been some dispute at County that there had ever been any lines but Google Earth proved otherwise.  Potholes to be dealt with but those that are off of the highway in unauthorised passing bays – ie not on tarmac surface - are not the responsibility of Highways and therefore will not be repaired.

Footpaths -  The Parish Council are very grateful and appreciative of the works carried out on the footpaths by Andrew Gillard our Parish Paths’ Liaison Officer and his Assistant Phil Gordon-Smith.  

During the year the paths have been kept clear, although the very wet season has not helped with this.

Maps have recently been obtained from County showing all the paths in both villages and we are hopeful of getting a notice board erected near the playing field and shop to display these.

Works are to be carried out in the near future to renew the hard surface adjacent to The Beeches on the path that leads from St Michael’s Church to Water Street.

County are in discussion with Mr Jacobs with regard to re-instating the footpath from Meade Lane to exit onto Water Street just below Winchester Cottages.

A Permissive path is being provided from Water Street – opposite Heathstones – to Saw Pit Lane but kind permission of Mr Madge.

Lengthsman Scheme – When the Lengthsman Scheme was first introduced there was funding from both County and District but now having withdrawn last year the County are putting £3,000 into the Scheme but the District are no longer providing any funds.  At present the village pays £1,500 pa for the Lengthsman to visit a half day a week.  Most of his work now is concerned with keeping drains cleared and the flood alleviation scheme fully working.  Much of the grass cutting that has been undertaken in the past will have to be contracted out to others during the coming year.
FINANCIAL REPORT 

Bank Account as at 26th  March 2013 – Current Account - £95.10 credit  

Business Reserve £10,572.81credit.
The Parish Precept was raised by £2,000 to £12,000 for the year as Councillors were aware that all of the previous precept had been spent in the preceding year and we were being advised that Central Government could impose restrictions on both Town and Parish precepts in the future, as they have already done with both County and District Councils. As previously explained the Parish Precept stays within the village to be spent on the village and Councillors wanted to be able to help financially towards any village projects.  Councillors were also aware that the Parish Council had agreed to underwrite any Jubilee events.  

During the year we have continued to buy-in to the Lengthsman scheme at a cost of £1,500 but the work carried out is now changing and much of his time is spent on ensuring that drains and gullies are clear as opposed to grass cutting.  The contract for the cutting of the Playing Field was re-negotiated for only six months of the year and so a saving has been made.  However, the contract has been re-negotiated for the coming year and SSDC (Streetscene) have been awarded the contract.  As grass has continued to grow throughout the year two cuts have already been made and I think you will all agree that there is already a noticeable difference. Also the Parish Council has continued to support the Youth Club, Seavington PCC for up-keep of the two churchyards, Millennium Hall for broadband etc facilities, the History Project, and Community Shop.

Payments are made for some of the work done on the village footpaths and materials needed by the Tree Wardens.  However, these payments do not cover all the work done by our Parish Paths Liaison Officer and his assistant and our Tree Wardens.  The Parish Council has to continue to support village groups as without our support they would be unlikely to obtain grants from any other source.As you will all be aware the precept has risen again for next year.  The Parish Council felt that an increase to £12,750 could be justified as again we are still waiting for the ‘capping’ to be brought into play.  However, due to changes made at Central Government with regard to Council Tax Support Grant we will actually received £13,455.  Of course, it is you that is paying for this increase.  However, I can only reiterate that precept monies stay within the Villages for village projects.  

During the coming year we are hoping to continue working on the bank on the eastern entrance to Seavington St Michael, and will have to contract out some of the grass cutting works that was previously done by the Lengthsman.  Also some costs could be incurred should there be more problems with drains and gullies.  However, I am pleased to report that the £350 paid for the clearing of drains by Swan Thatch will be reimbursed by County, as a one off, at the beginning of their next financial year.  Our thanks go to our County Councillor, Paul Maxwell, who applied pressure for this sum to be reimbursed.  We have been advised by County Highways that this will not happen again.  Councillors feel that we need to be in a financially sound position to help with any village project funding requests received.
REPORT FROM POLICE – Unfortunately neither our PCSO or Beat Manager were able to attend the meeting but Councillors were made aware of how Crime figures for the area can be obtained by searching Police uk and logging into Police.uk.local crime, policing and Criminal justice information and then search for area. 
VOLUNTARY TREE WARDEN'S REPORT - APRIL 2012 – MARCH 2013
The Tree Wardens Scheme is run jointly by the Tree Council and Local District Authorities.

Last year’s report was all about the lack of water threatening the trees in Seavington. How things have changed!  However inconvenient for humans, the recent volume of rain will have been extremely good for our tree stock in general.  Being short of water makes trees more vulnerable to pests and diseases and with at least 5 serious tree diseases a national threat we need them to be robust. One more additional tree has been planted by Alan Graham and Phil Gordon-Smith on the playing field, this time on the left-hand side of the farm track at the top – a weeping silver birch which is a welcome addition thanks to Pauline Parsons.  

Tree Wardens have otherwise been maintaining the trees previously planted and are pleased to report that all those around the playing field now are gaining presence.  The Horse Chestnut that was spared when we had to fell the others due to ‘Bleeding Canker’ disease seems to be surviving well.  Tree Wardens have also given assistance to Seavington residents with tree issues.  

Ry Coffman is a member of the SSDC Tree Wardens Steering Committee and in that capacity has attended the quarterly meetings to get SSDC updates from the SSDC Tree Officer, Phil Poulton, as well as plan events and training for the district’s 130 voluntary tree wardens.

Along with other local tree wardens, Ry Coffman also attended the South West Tree Warden’s Forum last October in Bristol and Phil Gordon-Smith and Ry attended the SSDC annual tree wardens Forum at SSDC offices.

Ry Coffman announced some time ago that she would be stepping down from being the local tree warden in Seavington St Michael in order to take over the voluntary SSDC Tree Warden Coordinator’s role,  on 7th March, from Barry Knox, to coordinate the work and training of all SSDC’s tree wardens and disseminate tree related information from The Tree Council, Forestry Commission and SCC etc.  

Phil Gordon-Smith has volunteered to take her place as tree warden for Seavington St Michael and has already been looking into the possibility of laying the rest of the playing field hedges with the Blackdown Hills Hedgelaying Association, and obtaining free tree whips from Monkton Elm Garden Centre to gap up the hedge around the shop prior to this work.  Ideally we would like to get the hedge laid next winter season.  

This morning Chalara Fraxinae (Ash Dieback) has been identified in Crewkerne. The Forestry Commission’s general advice seems to leave mature trees but destroy and burn young ones if they develop the disease. There will be more about this as the situation develops.

Ry Coffman would like to thank the Parish Council for the opportunity to be a tree warden in Seavington which has been very educational and enjoyable – taking her to places she would never have been to, and meeting interesting people from the world of trees.

Ry Coffman, Alan Graham, Phil Gordon-Smith – Voluntary Tree Wardens for Seavington Parish Council

HISTORY PROJECT 
The last 12 months has not been the most productive, as both administrators have been hijacked onto other village projects.  But the site has been officially transferred to the Parish Council to secure its future for the villages.
It is pleasing to note that the transfer of items of interest from the Seavingtons News is now complete up to 2007.

Also, following an enquiry from Mr Brian Murless Hon. Archivist for the Somerset Industrial Archaeological Society (SIAS), more information has been found out about the Snowden Collar Factory based in Seavington St Michael and attempts are being made to identify the workers in the photograph. The Family History Research pages are still proving popular with correspondents from home and abroad.  There have been at least 12 contacts over the last year who have either been put in touch with family members or been able to progress their research. The main thrust for 2013 is to produce a book of photographs and snippets from the web-site in time for Christmas.  Advice is being sought from Sarah Harmer about options to progress this idea.


Carolyn Farler

VILLAGE WEB SITE 
Background running programmes were up-dated during the year making the web-site much more interesting to view and also making input much easier.  The village web site now incorporates the History Project and the new Parish Council e-mail address. Thanks go to Eugene Mulligan for all his endless work in this area.
VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS REPORTS
Seavington Playing Fields and Millennium Hall -  As most of you will know significant changes have happened within the SPFA Committee since the last Parish Annual General Meeting.  Due to ill health Janet Goode (who had looked after the Hall for a number of years) had to relinquish the post.  However, the Committee was very pleased to be able to appoint Mrs Pauline Eardley in the role.  Also at the last SPFA AGM Peter Ashley advised that he could no longer continue to carry out all of his roles but was willing to stay on as Treasurer and to work with Tony Beresford to get the accounts onto a computer system.  Thankfully other members of the Committee agreed to take over Secretary, Vice Chair and Chair roles.  Mrs Eardley is now issuing invoices to hirers of the hall.  There is also a team [known as Annie’s merry men] – who have been carrying out some of the maintenance works that Peter had previously done.  The Committee is extremely grateful for this.

As you will have noticed Solar Panels are being installed on the Hall roof. A new piece of play equipment has been ordered for the Jubilee Playground and should be installed by the end of May.

A project to fence off the outside area by the Cafe is in hand and it is hoped that some of the village youngsters will help with clearing some of the scrub under the trees during the Easter holidays.  This fencing is to link up with the small play area behind the Millennium Hall.

The SPFA are very thankful to the Parish Council for continuing to cut the main field area, which means that VAT can be saved as the Parish Council can claim back VAT but the SPFA cannot.  However, this year the committee has asked one of our village youngsters to cut the play area behind the Hall and the area outside the Cafe and this has started.  We are still looking for someone to cut the Jubilee play area but are hopeful of this being done very shortly.

A salt/grit bin has been purchased, by the Parish Council, for use by the Shop and Hall and we are hopeful that some sort of snow moving equipment can be purchased in time for next year so that the car park can be cleared as a matter of urgency should there be any snow.

For the coming year investigations are already in hand with regard to making the field more accessible to the disabled and families and to this end plans are being discussed with regard to a path around the perimeter and also link the overflow car park to the Hall car park.  This, of course, will come at a cost and so fund raising will have to be done.  

The SPFA are also looking into Disapplication of a Designated Premises Supervisor.  This would transfer the responsibility to the management of the Committee.  However, this is as if application is made for a TENS.  The Committee feel that for small village fund raising events this would work as it would save having to apply and pay for the TENS.  As most village groups have a representative on the SPFA this could be open to any village event.  However, with regard to Private Parties they would still have to apply for a TENS.

At present the SPFA is continuing to manage and run two very important assets in the village, but having recently taken on the role of Chair, as a temporary measure, I am aware that Parish Councillors, of which there are 3 on the SPFA, are becoming too closely involved with some village projects.  The AGM of the SPFA will be on 23rd May and I hope that more residents will become involved on the Committee.

Community Shop –  Councillor Madge shared his concerns that Parish Councillors were becoming too involved in other areas as he had taken on the role of Chair of the Community Shop, as a temporary measure, following the last AGM as new Committee Members were not confident to do this.  At the present time he is still involved as Chair but is hopeful that this will change in the not too distant future.  
Shop takings are up.  The financial year ends at the end of April and things are looking encouraging.  However, there is still a shortage of volunteers to cover all hours and consequently opening hours have had to be cut with the Shop now closed on Sundays for a period of time.  However, many of the people who have recently moved into the village are already Volunteers.

Solar panels have recently been installed on the roof.  A grant of £1,165 received from Somerset County Council and £1,200 from Somerset community Foundation.  

Councillor Madge ended his report by reiterating that both the Shop, Cafe, Playing Field and Millennium Hall are assets to the villages and need support of all.

The Seavington’s News – [report by Heather Scott in the absence of David Froome]
Ms Scott reported another good year for the news and that an assistant editor (Maria Potts) had been appointed to help David.  The paper skip continues to be well supported in spite of road side collections.  However, there are still concerns that County will continue to pay for these collection schemes.  Advertising is also still going well so the team are hopeful that they will continue to be able to carry on production even if income is cut from the paper skips.  Two colour supplements were produced during the year – one for the visit of the Countess of Wessex and the other covering the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  Grants have also been offered to village organizations.  The Youth Club and Parish Paths Liaison Officer have applied.  

Councillor Madge thanked Ms Scott and other members of the News Team for all their efforts.

Youth Group  
Seavington Youth Club was started by village residents in 2008 with the help of the Somerset Rural Youth Project. We hold sessions for 8-16 year olds every Monday during term time at the Millennium Hall in the village. 

The club is run by volunteers and annual costs are covered by admission fees, tuck shop sales, fundraising and an annual grant from the parish council; we currently have 4 regular youth workers who ensure the children have a good time in a safe environment. The number of children attending each week varies, but we average around 16. Over the last year our costs have increased significantly, added to this is a slight drop off in members. This has led us to increase the weekly entry cost and tuck shop prices, I believe as things stand at the moment and with your continued support we will be able to continue with a healthy momentum.

We have a number of games that members use, including pool table, table tennis, art and crafts table, board games, Wii console, Xbox 360 console, music centre, power stilts, footballs and a range of other sports equipment. The members also help to set up and pack away the equipment, as well as taking it in turns to serve in the tuck shop.

We also run activities for the children; these have included in the past a samba drum workshop, circus skills night, electric guitar session and belly dancing session.
The contribution of our volunteers should be highlighted and I am are very grateful for their dedication and the time they spend encouraging and listening to our youths. 

Anybody that thinks they might want to help out is very welcome to come down and see what it’s all about.

Our intention is to maintain the equipment we already have and to add some further equipment if and when possible.

We are also looking to hold more activity nights for the members especially during the winter nights. 

Thank you so much for the grant you gave to us last year,  it was spent wisely and we believe it is invested in the young people of the Seavingtons, your continued support is much appreciated.

M S Isaacs  Seavington Youth Club  Treasurer

QUESTION TIME
Councillors were asked as to the present position of a Neighbourhood Plan.  It was explained that the Local Plan of the South Somerset District Council was with the inspector.  In this plan there is an assumption not to build in rural areas.  However, both District and County Councillors felt that the Parish Council should be looking to up-date their plan.  To this end SSDC will be approached to see if officers would meet with Parish Councillors to take the matter forward.
Concerns were expressed regarding the amount of fly-tipping in the village.  It was felt that the restrictions at both Chard and Crewkerne was not helping and in fact it would appear that Somerset is one of the worst Counties in the Country for fly tipping.  Assurances were given that should evidence be found as to who may be fly tipping Somerset Waste Partnership would take any necessary action which could lead to prosecution.
Councillor Madge (Chair) closed the meeting by expressing thanks to all those volunteers working for all the various village organisations for all the time and effort that they willing give.

He also thanked other Parish Councillors for all that they do for the villages.
As there was no other business the meeting closed at 8.15pm.
Signed .......................................................   Chairman 
....................................... Date
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