Minutes of 394th                   Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 24th April 2012

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 394th    PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 20th April 2012 at 7.30 pm

1532. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 


Mrs P Parsons
Paul Thompson – District Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mrs B Lake

Mrs R Turner

Paul Maxwell – County Councillor
1533. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of the public present
1534. REPORT FROM POLICE – Information had been circulated regarding the new police officers now based in the Somerton Police Station.  Sgt Christian Wells, PC Lisa Wright (new beat manager) and PCSO Malissa Thompson who is PCSO for Stoke-sub-Hamdon.
1535. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS -  

PT (District) – Recently attended a housing briefing.  Low cost insulation will finish in October 2012 and be replaced by a new loan scheme from energy providers.
Social Housing – banding of houses for occupants on points system means that Bronze band could be waiting many years before housing and even priority cases on Gold could be waiting 7-8 months.  If any long term empty houses are in the area then the District Council would be pleased to hear about them.

BW (District ) – Very long meeting held recently regarding Core Strategy.  District council needs to have a strategy in place to stop over development in wrong places.  There is still much work to do on this.  There is a need to know who needs houses.  Nothing scheduled for The Seavingtons and in South Petherton as the current plan runs from 2006 – 2028 of the 245 houses agreed 153 have already been built.
1536. MINUTES OF THE 393rd ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20th  March  2012 were agreed as correct and signed.
1537. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – No information still as to the replacement bollard.  Councillors were advised that a youngster had come off of their moped at the top of Water Street where the surface is badly breaking up.  Councillor Ashley has advised County Highways of this, as well as the large pot holes in Park Lane.  Councillors Ashley and Lake to tour the village to pin point other problem areas following the heavy rains.
1538. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – Working at present on cutting back the vegetation on the pavement to the eastern side of Seavington St Michael.
Funding of scheme – SSDC Area North has agreed a one-off payment of £1,500 for this area and Area West has given £500 to the scheme in their area.  However, funding will have to be looked at next year as continuation may mean parishes finding more monies.
Grass cutting – Lengthsman not doing as much as before.  However, owner of Buckrells has agreed to cut the triangular piece of grass at the top of Water Street.  Thanks for this expressed by Councillors.

1539. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS
Work continuing to be done by PPLO and Assistant.  Work being done to lower some stiles to make them more accessible.
1540. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Councillor Parsons has contacted SSDC again asking for help to take the registration of the area forward.  Hopefully will report further at next meeting.
1541. REPORT ON ROYAL VISIT – 21st March 2012 – Very enjoyable visit.  Pictures are on the village web-site.  Thanks and congratulations were expressed to Mr Froome and his team for organisation.
1542. REPORT ON SPFA – All of the Millennium Hall has now been painted.  New curtains purchased for small meeting room.  It would seem that the Broadband in the Hall will have to be reinstated as the one in the Cafe/Shop does not seem to provide sufficient cover.  
Branstons have donated £1,150 to SPFA for purchase of new play equipment in the small play area.
1543. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP
Councillor Lake not present so no report.  However, it was agreed that the Parish Council link person may need to be changed – this to be discussed at the May Parish Council meeting.
Shop Treasurer is to meet with Councillors Madge and Parsons before next meeting.

1544. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT – Councillor Parsons advised that the Auditors for 2012/13 accounts will be changed as Moore Stevens have not been re-appointed.  No further details known at present.
1545. CELEBRATION FOR QUEEN’S JUBILEE – JUNE 2012 – Plans still going well.  Notes to be put through doors in Water Street and lower part of Upton Lane advising residents not to leave cars on the roadside (or in lay-bys) during the morning of Sunday 3rd June.
1546. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES FOR NEXT 4 YEARS – District Councillor Barry Walker advised that although SSDC are keen for plans to be done there will be no financial support for this.  Also at the present time things are not clear, so it was suggested that the Parish Council should put any plans on hold for the time being.  Agreed – Parish Council will just concentrate on local projects for the time being.
1547. DISCUSSION ON UP-DATE ON VILLAGE WEB SITE – Councillor Parsons has spoken to Eugene Mulligan and the business link is now available.  To be used for local businesses only.  
1548. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – None to discuss
1549. ACCOUNTS
(a) – Balances – C/A - £12,263.89 credit   B/R - £6,669.13 credit
(b) – Payment requests



SALC - £126.21 – agreed to pay



Aon - £398.51 (Annual Insurance) – agreed to pay 



Zen Internet re History Website web domain name - ££69.43

Total  £254.10 paid in respect of Royal Visit – Shop/Cafe - £35, Millennium Hall - £40, 
D Froome for plaque etc £179.10 
(c) – Annual Grants to Village organisations



Seavington Youth Club - £200.00



Parochial Church Council - £950.00 (up-keep of churchyards)



Millennium Hall - £300 – (help with Broadband in Hall)



Community Shop/Cafe – further discussion to take place at next meeting.



[All agreed unanimously]
(d) – Approval of Accounts for 2011 – 2012 – Councillor Ashley proposed, Councillor Edwards seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the accounts presented should be accepted.
1550. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 22nd May (following Annual Parish Council Meeting)
Meeting closed at  9.30pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










