Minutes of 412th                      Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 17th December 2013

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 412th   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 17th December 2013 at 7.30 pm

1865. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Paul Thompson – District Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mrs R Turner


Christopher Le Hardy - County Councillor

1866. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of public present
1867. REPORT FROM POLICE – Nothing to report 
1868. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S
BW -  New submission of Local Plan now in public consultation.  Rural Housing South Somerset one of the best areas for provision of affordable housing. On fifth of new housing is for rent or shared housing schemes.
PT -  Judicial Review to take place on Probiotics development at Lopen Head.  Application from Lift West for two more buildings to be discussed at next Area North meeting.

Leader of SSDC Area North  - John Osman to attend South Petherton Parish Council meeting on 6th January.
1869. MINUTES OF THE 412th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 26th November were agreed as correct and signed.
1870. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES AND SID – Councillor Ashley reported that he had received an e-mail from Mike Fear (County Highways) indicating that the drains outside Swanthatch had been cleared and jetted.  However, it was reported that the roadside drain leading to David’s Lane was collapsed.  This will be put on Highways programme for next year, as with the one in School Lane.  Road surface at bottom of Upton Lane – now agreed that this needs some works.
SID Installations  - Results for one site in Water Street by Beech Cottage received which shows 85% percentile as 33mph.  This means that no further installations will be done in this area as it does not meet the criteria.  A SID is to be installed shortly near Rowdells Orchard.
1871. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETD BY LENGTHSMAN

Finished work on drains and will now concentrate on path in Church Lane.  Reported some broken paving slabs.  Councillors already know that County will not carry out any repairs so further discussions will be needed as to what further works should be carried out in this area.

Concerns regarding the management of the Scheme – Both Councillor Le Hardy and Councillor Parsons have sent e-mails to the temporary Clerk of South Petherton Parish Council to ascertain the present situation regarding this Scheme.  It would appear that since the resignation of the Clerk last year the scheme has not been managed as in the past and information is not being given.  To date no response has been received to either of the e-mails.  
1872. REPORT ON MEETING WITH JON BROWN FROM SSDC STREETSCENE
Councillors Madge, Edwards and Parsons reported on a very informative meeting with Jon Brown.  It is possible that Streetscene could be used in the future to cover many of the areas at present carried out by the Lengthsman.  This, of course, will come at a cost.  This will be discussed further once the position of the Lengthsman Scheme is known.
1873. POSSIBLE USE OF COMMUNITY PAYBACK TEAM
Councillor Lake reported that she had had a good meeting with a Supervisor of the Scheme and it would appear that they could be able to carry out some works to the Eastern Bank in Seavington St Michael.  This would come at a cost of £50 per day.  An area for the group to have lunch breaks etc would be needed and the SPFA had agreed that the Sports Hall area at the Hall could be used.  Unanimously agreed to pay £250 for 5 days work.  The necessary paperwork still to be received.

1874. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – Maintenance works to be carried out before March
1875. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Councillors Madge, Ashley and Parsons agreed to form a working party to produce a policy with regard to the Car Park, now that it has been registered in the name of the Parish Council.  District Councillors will provide name of person within the SSDC who managers their Car Parks.  Councillor Madge to speak to residents who have untaxed vehicles on the area.
1876. REPORT ON SPFA – Councillor Parsons reported that SSDC Area North planners had agreed that the proposed paths around the field would not need formal planning permission as it was regarded as ‘Permitted Development by the Parish’.  SSDC Streetscene could be asked for a quotation to carry out any necessary works.
1877. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP – Turnover has been similar to last year.  There has been great strain on the Volunteers and monies have now been found to fund party time paid help in the Cafe from 10.00am to 4.00pm.
A bid is being put to Councillor Le Hardy’s Health and Well Being fund for a contribution towards a high speed dishwasher for the Cafe.
1878. COMMUNITY ASSETS REGISTER Neighbourhood Planning group have agreed to include a question in their next survey as to what areas/buildings of the villages residents would like to see protected under this scheme.  Next questionnaire to be in February Newsletter.
1879. PROGRESS RE BLUE PLAQUE FOR VOLUNTEER INN – No further information at present
1880. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT – Councillor Le Hardy had forwarded details of a Health Testing sessions to be held in villages and towns.  This would be delivered with help from the Healthy Lifestyles Team at SSDC.  At present it is not known is there would be any costs for Parishes taking up the scheme.  
1881. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS – Next questionnaire will be in February Newsletter.
1882. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – 13/04535/FUL – Mr & Mrs Farrington.  Slight alteration to description of works to be carried out.  No objections.
Councillors Madge, Edwards, Lake and Parsons reported that they had had an initial discussion with Andrew Whitehouse (Lift West) as to his proposals for the development of the site in Seavington once the business had moved totally to the Lopen Head Site.  Initial plans show a mixed development of 12 houses.  A further meeting is to be set up with Charlotte Jones from SSDC, but it was agreed that the proposed plans could be on show at the next Parish Council meeting (28th January 2014).  More information to be put in February Newsletter.
1883. ACCOUNTS
Current Account - £572.84 credit

Business Reserved - £14,778.57 credit

Payment request - £173.02 – Ash Bros – agreed for payment

Councillor Parsons advised that a request had been received from the Community shop and SPFA for signage up to a total cost of £1,200.  Agreed in principle as long as it was sited near the Hall Car Park and that planning permission was obtained, should this be necessary.
Precept discussions – All necessary paperwork had been sent out and after consideration it was proposed by Councillor Ashley and Seconded by Councillor Lake and agreed unanimously that the Precept for 2014/15 be increased to £13,000.
1884. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 28th January 2014
Meeting closed at  9.45pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










