Minutes of 401st                    Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 18th December 2012

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 401st   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 18th December 2012 at 7.30 pm

1663. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Mrs R Turner


Paul Maxwell – County Councillor

Paul Thompson – District Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor
2 members of public present
APOLOGIES
None
1664. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – Blocked Drains and flooding problems – Concerns have been expressed for many months about the conditions of the road drains in The Seavingtons.  Since the heavy rains in November Swan Thatch and neighbouring properties have been flooded.  Part of School Lane and Rooks Meade Lane are often flooded and water runs down the roadside as most of the drains in The Seavingtons are now blocked despite having been  emptied in the summer months.  However, no jetting of the adjoining underground pipes was done.  These concerns have been raised with County Highways over a number of months not only by Parish Councillors but residents as well.  Parish Councillors met with County Highways and a representative from SSDC to discuss the problem outside of Swan Thatch.  It was agreed that the drains were totally full of sludge but no timing could be given as to when they would be emptied.  After long discussion it was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would try and get these drains emptied, if nothing was forthcoming from County Highways, and that the bill for the works would be sent to The County Council.  Councillor Paul Maxwell agreed to advise the Chief Executive of this decision.  Residents of Biddy’s Barn to let Clerk have copies of e-mails they have sent to County Highways concerning the blocked drain in School Lane.  Before the next meeting Chair and Lengthsman will identify the troublesome drains so that County Highways can be advised accordingly.
1665. REPORT FROM POLICE – No report received
1666. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 

BW -  Local Plan not fully discussed and has been deferred until the full Council Meeting in January.  Development at Lopen Head is to be discussed at Area North meeting on 19th December as some legal issues have been discovered which could make the whole development potentially illegal.
PT -  Reported that Street Scene had been very busy during the worst of the flooding, issuing sand bags etc to affected areas and have been thanked for their efforts

PM – Local Choices event - £3,000 to be made available for Community Wardens Scheme.  Libraries – suggested that they should become Community Hubs.

Health and Well Being Grant – for Cafe has been submitted
Watergore – Traffic calming measures being discussed

Planning for Doctor’s Surgery in Merriott -  being discussed at Area West

Flooding – Parishes should be drawing up their own Local Emergency Plan

Education Funding – concerns had been raised that funding for Middle Schools was to be cut.  This could affect Swanmeade in Ilminster

1667. MINUTES OF THE 400th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON Tuesday 20th November were agreed as correct and signed.
1668. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES
Councillor Ashley confirmed that he had contacted Roger Meecham at SSDC following a conversation with the owner of Swan Thatch following the flooding at the end of November.  This resulted in a telephone conversation with Mike Fear – County Highways.  Councillor Ashley listed all the problems in The Seavingtons and Mr Fear was very responsive to these but no works have been carried out since that conversation.  Nothing has been done at the Park Lane junction with Long Forward Lane.  There are still numerous potholes and road edge erosion that need attention and these are only getting worse with the continued rain fall.  No definitive date could be given for the jetting of the blocked drains even though many have been marked as blocked for a very long time now.
1669. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN
The Lengthsman is now spending his time on trying to keep the drains clear.  However, he can do nothing about the blocked underground pipes.  These can now only be cleared by jetting.
1670. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS
Footpaths have been maintained throughout the year, although this has proved difficult at times because of the weather.  County still in discussions with Mr Jacobs about reinstating the path from Meade Lane to Water Street.
1671. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK
No further information regarding the decision of the Adjudicator.
1672. REPORT ON SPFA

Nothing major to report.  Committee still hopeful of getting the play areas cut themselves to reduce the Parish Council’s bill.
1673. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP
Revenue has increased but this has increased the work load on the Volunteers.  Grants are still being sought to fund a ‘paid post’.  Installation of Solar Panels still being pursued as the amount of electricity used is high.  Cafe is very buoyant with more bookings being received.
1674. PROGRESS RE BLUE PLAQUE FOR VOLUNTEER INN

Discussions still taking place.  Costs for provision and installation could be £320.00.  It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would pay this cost.
1675. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT
Waitrose offer of tree – Accepted  - tree to be delivered in February for planting.
1676. GRASS CUTTING – SPFA AND OTHER AREAS
Councillor Parsons reported that she had received 3 quotes for cutting the Playing Field [excluding the play areas].  After discussion it was agreed to accept the quotation from SSDC as they had the ability to cut and pick up the grass as and when necessary.  This should alleviate the problem of last year when large amounts of grass were left on the field and spread to the car park, hall and shop/cafe.
Councillor Madge to provide quotes for other village areas at next meeting.

1677. REPORT ON MEETING WITH COUNTY COUNCIL RE LOCAL ISSUES
Councillors who attended the above felt that the meeting had not been worthwhile.  However, there was a lively discussion re making libraries Community Hubs but not sure how this can be taken forward.
1678. REGISTER OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS – Return of New Forms - Completed
1679. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

12/04441/LBC – Southernaways Cottage – Packham Bros – alterations to roof to include re-thatching – No objections
1680. ACCOUNTS

(a)
Current Account - £306.35 credit
Business Reserve - £12,471.19 credit

(b) 
Payment request – Phil Gordon Smith (for footpath maintenance) - £230.00 – agreed to pay

(c) 
Precept discussions – deferred until January meeting when figures from County and District may be available.

1681. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 22nd January 2013 
Meeting closed at  9.20pm.

Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










