Minutes of 403rd                      Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 26th February 2013

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 403rd  PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 26th February 2013 at 7.30 pm

1699. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Mrs R Turner


Paul Maxwell – County Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Paul Thompson – District Councillor

1700. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of the public present
1701. REPORT FROM POLICE – Unfortunately our new Beat Manager or PCSO does not work on Tuesday evenings and therefore not able to attend meetings.  However, a Crime Report can be found through Google.  Councillor Parsons still trying to arrange meeting with Alan Hollick (new Beat Manager)
1702. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S
BW -  Full Council meeting has agreed budget.  General agreement that cuts coming down from Central Government have gone too far, particularly in rural areas.  
Local Choices Meeting – a report has been produced
Lengthsman Scheme – using this scheme to keep gullies and drains clear has been taken on board at County.

Flooding summit – meeting to be held in Taunton

A303 dualling  - some consternation around local area regarding District Council’s agreement in principle because of issues at Hayes End roundabout

PM – Monies for reimbursement of drainage works outside Swanthatch should be paid early in new financial year.  Shop has received its grant monies of £1,165.

Watergore traffic calming – to start in April

Cuts to Bus routes – cuts to service 81 which runs to South Petherton hospital are being debated and PM will be lobbying very strongly for this not to happen.

Flytipping – when questioned PM agreed that flytipping in County is the worse in the country.  District Councils are responsible for picking up any such rubbish but make charges back to County Council.
1703. MINUTES OF THE 402nd ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 22nd January were agreed as correct and signed.
1704. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – Despite a direct request to County Highways the drain outside Biddy’s Barn was not emptied or jetted when the gulley emptying vehicles were in the village.  It would seem that only those drains along the main road were emptied.  Problem found outside Buckrells attributed to tree roots. This to be further investigated by County.  It was unanimously agreed that Parish Councillors should request a meeting with County Highways to discuss on-going problems. 
1705. UP-DATE ON SID PROVISION – East bound figures recently received which shows the 85% percentile as 37mph..  The west bound installation was cancelled due to bad weather and will now be installed on 27th May.  These readings are now done by County at no cost to the villages.
1706. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – has been working on drains and gullies.  Most are now clear and running.  Would like to buy set of drain rods for use in village.
1707. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – many of the paths are very wet and muddy but nothing can be done as this is entirely due to the current weather conditions.
1708. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Councillor Parsons reported that the decision regarding ownership of the Car Park in Seavington St Michael (opposite the Volunteer) has gone to HM Land Registry Adjudicator.  On seeking advice from SSDC, who had been assisting with this, Councillor Parsons had been told that unfortunately SSDC (Amy Cater) could no longer assist as the Parish Council were becoming a Client of the SSDC and this was not allowed.  Councillor Madge had contacted one of the parties concerned and they informed him that they were not willing to withdraw their objections even though the Parish Council had indicated that they had no intentions of making any alterations to their existing conditions. To take the matter further it had been suggested that solicitors should be instructed to draw up the ‘Statement of Case’ and several law firms were suggested.  After discussion Councillor Parsons proposed and Councillor Lake seconded that Bhavani Hogarty of Pardoes Solicitors in Yeovil should be appointed.  Agreed unanimously.  It was fully understood by those present that this, of course, would come at a cost but it was felt that this situation had to be resolved and hopefully this would enable closure and the land could be registered in the name of the Parish Council.
1709. REPORT ON SPFA – Solar Panels are to be fitted on the Hall roof.  Half the cost would be paid on completion and the rest would be paid off over 5 years from the FIT (feed in tariff).
1710. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP – Councillor Madge thanked Paul Maxwell for the grant that the shop had recently received.  Still more volunteers are needed and hours have been cut during the winter months because of a shortage.  However, the cafe is doing well and shop sales are improving.  Solar Panels are to be fitted by the end of March
1711. PROGRESS RE BLUE PLAQUE FOR VOLUNTEER INN – Now in design stage so hopeful of more information at next meeting.
1712. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT – Information received from SSVCA, Zurich Municipal.  Information regarding Youth Groups had been passed to leader of group for completion. Information from Conservative County Council nominee.
1713. GRASS CUTTING – SPFA AND OTHER AREAS  - SSDC have carried out first cut of the season.  Grass cuttings were picked up as agreed for initial cuts.  SPFA are seeking others to cut small play areas.  Other village areas to be discussed at next meeting.
1714. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
12/02423/FUL – Mr R Gilbert – change of use – retrospective – agreed with condition that annex must always stay as part of the original property

07/03402/FUL – Pond Farm – works to entrance by Swan Thatch. Parish Council had reported to the District Council Planners that they felt works had been carried out in contravention of Condition 23 that was placed on the original application.  Councillor Parsons has been advised that  meetings are to take place with new owners of land to resolve the situation.
13/00768/FUL – construction of new vehicular access – Gummers Castle Mr & Mrs N Talbot – no objections
1715. ACCOUNTS
Current Account - £356.79 credit

Business Reserve - £11,772.81 credit
Payment requests - £15.85 – refreshments for meeting with Somerset Life reporter




    £105.84 – Glasdon – salt/grit bin (Millennium Hall Car Park)




    £140.00 – Millennium Hall for meetings for 2012/13

All agreed unanimously

Agreed payment in principle for Lengthsman to purchase drain rods for village

1716. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 26th March 2013 Also Parish AGM
Meeting closed at  9.40pm.

Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










