Minutes of 402nd                     Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 22nd January 2013

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 402nd    PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 22nd January 2013 at 7.30 pm

1682. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

APOLOGIES
Mrs R Turner


Paul Maxwell – County Councillor

Paul Thompson – District Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

1683. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of public present
1684. REPORT FROM POLICE – Councillor Parsons advised that a New Beat Manager had been appointed for the Seavingtons – PC Alan Hollick.  Trying to get date to meet.  To be asked to attend AGM on 26th March
1685. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 

PM – County  - Councillor Parsons read a report from Councillor Maxwell as unfortunately he had to attend a meeting in Taunton.
Watergore -  Some form of discreet traffic calming has been agreed as phase one.  This, hopefully, will be implemented by 31st March 2013.  The scheme will then be monitored and, if necessary, further measures will be incorporated in a phase two plan.

Eggwood – SCC has offered the site to Merriott, Hinton-St-George and Lopen on a 999 year lease.  This has now been accepted.

Cuts to Bus subsidies – more cuts are proposed which will include the 81 to South Petherton Hospital

Grant for Seavington Cafe – Will know the outcome later this week.

Gullies outside Swan Thatch – still awaiting response from County regarding reimbursement of Parish Council costs.

Merriott – New doctors’ surgery has been approved by SSDC – includes 106 for monies for Merriot Recreational facilities

Proposals for A303 – still on-going 

PT – District – In absence due to weather conditions Councillor Parsons reported that Councillor Thompson had phoned her and advised that the SSDC Local Plan had been accepted and passed by a majority of District Councillors and had now gone to the Inspector.
Benefit cuts – still unsure of the implications on Parish Precepts with regard to implementation of Central Government changes to Benefit payments.

1686. MINUTES OF THE 401st ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18th December 2012 were agreed as correct and signed. 
1687. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – Councillor Ashley advised that he had e-mailed County Highways with regard to continuing problems in The Seavingtons.  Response had been that 2 jetters should be in villages sometime this week.  Initial response from County Highways was that they were not prepared to reimburse the Parish for the works carried out the gullies etc outside Swan Thatch.
1688. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – Councillor Madge advised that the Lengthsman has been spending his time trying the clear sludge from blocked drains and they had been looking at the Catch Pit between Beech Cottage and Winchester Cottages.  Generally agreed that the Parish needs to ascertain who is responsible for the up-keep of the flood alleviation scheme.
1689. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – Nothing new to report
1690. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Still awaiting further news from Land Registry regarding case going to Arbitration.
1691. REPORT ON SPFA – Committee working well and meeting later this week when it is hoped that fund raising events for the coming year will be planned
1692. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP – Takings are increasing and generally felt that the Shop/Cafe is now moving in the right direction.  However, there are still some problems with volunteers and so for the winter months the hours of opening have been decreased.
1693. PROGRESS RE BLUE PLAQUE FOR VOLUNTEER INN – No further information as Councillor Turner not at meeting
1694. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT -  Flooding ​– County and District Councillors meeting to discuss best format for an Inquiry event. 
Community Infrastructure Levy – Share of this fund could be enhanced if Parish has a Neighbourhood Plan.  Agreed that the Parish Plan needs up-dating.
Les Collett -  Area North Community Development Officer to retire on 8th February

Parish Clerks  - Councillor Parsons reported that she had received details of 3 parishes who are looking for new Parish Clerks.

Somerset Minerals Plan  -Meetings on 24th January and 21st February

Somerset Life Magazine  - Councillor Parsons reported that she had been approached by Somerset Life who want to do an article on The Seavingtons for the March 2013 edition.  Agreed to ask 6-7 people with knowledge of the villages to a meeting with reported (Sarah Ford)

Glasdon - Agreed to order small salt bin to be retained by Village Shop/Millennium Hall.  Investigations to be made with regard to equipment that could be used to easily clear car park area.
1695. GRASS CUTTING – SPFA AND OTHER AREAS – SSDC have been appointed to cut the main area of the Playing Field.  Because of this Councillor Parsons has already spoken to them about re-instating certain parts of the field that have been damaged by vehicles driving over the very wet field and in some instances getting stuck.  
Other areas formerly cut by Lengthsman – agreed that a new contractor needs to be appointed to cut areas as the Lengthsman’s time is being taken up with Flood Alleviation tasks.  To be discussed and agreed at next meeting
1696. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

12/04441/LBC – Southernaways Cottage – Packham Bros – alteration to roof – Permission granted
1697. ACCOUNTS

(a) Balances – Current Account - £76.79 credit 

Business Reserve - £12,472.81 credit
(b) Payment requests - £420.00 – NT Engineering – works to gullies at Swan Thatch – agreed

(c) Precept – after discussion it was proposed that the precept be increased to £12,750.  

[Proposed by Brenda Lake, Seconded by Elaine Edwards and agreed unanimously.] Note to be put in Seavingtons’ News explaining decision and asking residents to Parish AGM in March

(d)  Seavingtons’ News – Accounts accepted by all present

1698. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 26th February 2013 
Meeting closed at  9.00pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










