Minutes of 413th                      Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 28th January 2014

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE 413th   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL
On Tuesday 28th January 2014at 7.00 pm
1885. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair
Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper
Mrs E Edwards 
Mrs B Lake

Mrs P Parsons
Mrs R Turner

Paul Thompson – District Councillor
APOLOGIES

Christopher Le Hardy - County Councillor
Barry Walker – District Councillor
ALSO PRESENT – 50 members of the public
Apologies from Members of Public – Mr& Mrs P Wyatt, Mr A Tolman, Mrs A Osborne
1886. MINUTES OF THE 412th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17th December 2013 were agreed as correct and signed. 
1887. PROPOSAL FOR DEVELOPMENT OF LIFT WEST SITE IN SEAVINGTON FOR HOUSING
Councillor Madge welcomed all present and advised that Parish Councillors had had two meetings with Andrew Whitehouse (Lift West) and SSDC Planning Officers re the proposal for housing.  The Lift West site has been on the market as a going business for more than 3 years but no offers had been received.  Plans showing the proposal to turn the site into a cul-de-sac development site for 12 – 14 houses were available for inspection.  Planning Officers had already confirmed that the site was suitable for residential development.  A terrace of three 2/3 bed-roomed low cost starter homes would be included on the site on a shared ownership basis to encourage young people to stay in the village and to get onto the housing market.  It was envisaged that the Parish Council would have some influence on who could have these homes.  Full details of how this could be achieved are still at an early stage.
Councillor Thompson advised that Norton had entered into a similar scheme.  Parish Councillors agreed that more investigation would have to be done on this to get the best for the village and its residents.
Concerns were expressed that the ‘Village Plan’, which is in the process of being up-dated, had stated that business units should not be lost to housing.  However, the Village Plan is only a guide and after long discussion the general consensus of opinion was that housing could be better than an unused business unit.  Concerns with regard to sufficient parking spaces for residents appear to have been considered when the plans were drawn up.  Some residents were concerned that the plans could be altered after initial approval if the site was sold to a developer as it would appear that a larger number of homes could be built on the site.  Parish Councillors advised that Mr Whitehouse had indicated that it was not his intention to sell the site once planning permission had been obtained.
Councillor Thompson advised that at the moment, as SSDC had no Local Plan, that numerous planning applications were being lodged throughout the area and as long as no planning laws were being broken they were mostly being approved.  Recently 150 houses had been approved in Somerton and another 50 could be approved in South Petherton.  
In summary – it was generally felt that the development of the site for housing would be an advantage for the village as long as the housing was mixed and some low-cost affordable homes were included, that parking for residents would be incorporated within the site and that pedestrian access was included.  It was also suggested that Highways could be approached to move the 30mph limit further to the west of the site.
1888. FLOODING AND HIGHWAY ISSUES
Parish Councillors advised that they were feeling let down by County Highways over flooding issues within the villages.  Concerns had been flagged up over a long period of time.  However, it seems to come back to lack of funds to do any works necessary unless houses are being flooded.  Villagers appreciate that we are not suffering the same as other areas, particularly during the last few months, but had some of the concerns been remedied some two years ago we would have less problems.  At the moment the Lengthsman is doing his best to keep drains free of ‘sludge’ but he cannot free the underground pipes as these need jetting.  County Highways had been advised of these problems on numerous occasions.  However, it would seem that drains in this area are only jetted every 2 years, but Councillors know that some drains have been tagged for jetting for longer than that.
Flooding in School Lane in the New Year was made worse by the fact that debris had covered the large gullies in David’s Lane leading to water flowing across the main road into School Lane where the blocked drain could not handle it.  This drain had been shown to County Highways early in 2013 and Councillors were advised that it would be dealt with in the financial year 2013/14.  Further investigation was done earlier this year and we are now advised that works in the village will happen in the 2014/15 financial year.  Councillor Ashley has also advised County Highways that the Parish Council is concerned that some of the problems are being caused by water from the A303.  He was advised that this is the Highways Agency responsibility and not County Highways.
1889. PARKING – VILLAGE CAR PARK – Formerly the Village Pond
Councillor Parsons advised that the area has now finally been registered in the name of The Parish Council.  This had been a long drawn out affair and in the end had to go to Land Registry Tribunal.  There had been historical views that the land was in fact owned by The Parish Council as they had paid rates etc on it for numerous years and had put in the planning application in the 1950’s when the village pond was lost to a car park.  However, formal registration had not taken place and at one point the Parish Council asked SSDC if they could absolve themselves of all responsibility of the area.  However, the answer was ‘no’ so it was felt that the issue had to be resolved one way or another.  The Parish Council are still awaiting a Deed of Easement from the owners of one of the houses behind the car park to enable them to ‘pass over a 3.3m strip.
It was agreed that the area was not a ‘village car park’ as it was usually full of cars belonging to residents who live close by. Residents living adjacent to the site did indicate that they may be willing to pay for parking on the site.  
The Parish Council are at present in contact with the SSDC to draw up a list of regulations for the area.  Councillor Thompson pointed out that as the area is now under Council ownership un-taxed cars should not be permitted and they could be removed by SSDC Streetscene after notification.
1890. LENGTHSMAN SCHEME
Councillors advised that unfortunately due to problems at South Petherton Parish Council the Scheme does not seem to be working as well as in the past.  We do not have concerns regarding the Lengthsman himself, as he does good work in the villages, it is the management of the Scheme which seems to be failing.  A meeting for all co-ordinators has been arranged for 3rd March when decisions will be made as to whether the Scheme will continue or no for another year.  At present Seavington pays £1,500 into the Scheme for 3 ½ hours a week.
1891. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Fly-tipping – Concerns were raised with regard to an increase in fly tipping.  Councillor Madge advised that he phones SSDC [01935 462462] to report any incidents and they are usually cleared very quickly.
Use of private lay-bys and grassed areas – Concerns were expressed that some dog owners use these areas and do not clear up any mess left.
SCC Chief Executive -  a concern was raised that the Chief Executive had not been at her desk for some 6 weeks, that her salary of some £160,000 was still being paid but that no information could be obtained as Councillors had been ‘gagged’.  It was also reported that this had been discussed in Parliament but tax payers were not being told what the problem was.
1892. ACCOUNTS
Balances – Current Account - £500.26   Business Reserve - £14,780.49 credit
Payment requests – South Petherton Parish Council - £750 [for Lengthsman Scheme]
1893. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 25th February 2014
Meeting closed at  9.45pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………

