Minutes of 408th                      Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 23rd July 2013

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 408th   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 23rd July 2013 at 7.30 pm

1789. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Christopher Le Hardy - County Councillor

Paul Thompson – District Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mrs R Turner
ALSO PRESENT 1 member of the public 

1790. SEAVINGTONS’ NEWS – Up-date by David Froome
Mr Froome reported that The Seavingtons’ News has been running since 1982 and has been distributed free to all households and businesses in the Parishes using monies from the sale of Waste Paper and Cardboard to Martock Waste and Advertisement revenue.  This had enabled monies to be saved and new equipment to be purchased as well as grants made to local organisations.  The Newsletter Team is made up of volunteers and no payments are made to them. However, in recent times revenue from the sale of the waste paper has been decreasing as there are now roadside collections by Somerset Waste Partnership and also the amount paid per ton has decreased.  The monies paid are based on the amount the County Council would have to pay for such waste to go to Land Fill sites.  In the past he villages have had 2 skips per month but recently, since Martock Waste was taken over by Viridor, only one is being supplied as it is stated that the amount of waste collected no longer justifies 2 skips.  At the present time Mr Froome has negotiated for one larger skip or two smaller ones with no penalty having to be paid.  After discussion it was agreed that residents should be encouraged to use the skip and not the roadside collection.  Also Mr Froome to meet with Councillor Le Hardy to discuss the matter further in connection with County policy.

1791. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – dealt with at 1790
1792. REPORT FROM POLICE – From website May incidents shown as 1 Anti-Social, 3 Violent and Sexual and 1 Theft within boundaries of parishes
1793. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 

District – Inspector still not happy with the Local Plan and there are still concerns with the urban extension of Yeovil, Wincanton industrial sites and Ilminster housing.  Full Council meeting to be held shortly to discuss concerns.  Shudrick Lane in Ilminster has been refused by SSDC and Canal Way now back on the table.  Options open to District are to scrap and start again or to apply for an extension of say 6 months to give time to look at areas of concern.  This does open up area for developers to make applications until the plan is agreed.
Probiotics – application decision is now being challenged.

South Petherton Parish Council – Now legal and Parish Councillors back running own affairs.

County  - Highways funding to be reviewed

County Plan – Full Council meeting held and Draft will be produced by Leader of Council to use as a Basis for discussions.  Officers to visit whole of County when series of meetings have been set up to consult with residents.

1794. MINUTES OF THE 407th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25th June 2013 were agreed as correct and signed 
1795. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – Councillor Ashley reported that he has recently sent two e-mails but has had not response to either.  Hard Copy handed to Mike Fear at meeting held on the Pond Farm Site.  Confirmed that Water Street, David’s Lane and School Lane to be surfaced dressed.  Blocked Drain opposite Biddy’s Barn in School Lane discussed with Mike Fear who promised to investigate.  Parish to ask lengthsman to clear silt etc from drain to try and ascertain which way the outflow pipe goes.  Mike Fear advised that if it goes across garden to meet up with stream that the pipe collapsed some years ago.
1796. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – Now meeting with Councillor Edwards.  Has been clearing rubbish from around the villages. Pathway in St Mary’s Close needs clearing of weeds and overhanging branches.
1797. POSSIBLE USE OF COMMUNITY PAYBACK TEAM – Councillor Lake reported that she has finally managed to contact someone in the Office offering this service but has still not progressed the matter further with trying to use the team for clearing vegetation on the Eastern Bank as the job is too big for the Lengthsman on his own.  Councillor Lake to pursue.
1798. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – Nothing to report
1799. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Meeting held with Mr & Mrs Dicker and agreement reached with regards to ownership and Easement to be granted to Mr & Mrs Dicker.  Mr & Mrs Dicker will now instruct their Solicitors to withdraw the objection raised with the Land Registry.  Councillor Parsons has informed Parish Council Solicitors of the outcome of the meeting.  Both Mr & Mrs Dicker appreciate that any easement cannot be signed until the Parish Council have the land registered in their name and that this cannot happen until their objection is withdrawn.  Assurances were given that the Parish Council would sign an Easement on completion.
1800. REPORT ON SPFA – Recently the small bins adjacent to the play areas have become full and rubbish is being found on the field.  Councillor Parsons asked is the Parish Council could consider purchasing a larger litter bin and this would help both the Shop and the SPFA.  Councillor Edwards to investigate.
1801. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP- Councillor Madge reported that the AGM was to be held on 13th August.  The Cafe is doing well but problems are still occurring with sufficient volunteers to cover shifts, particularly in holiday periods.
1802. PROGRESS RE BLUE PLAQUE FOR VOLUNTEER INN – No report as Councillor Turner not present.
1803. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT – Information re Alzheimers Society, Best of the Beat nominations.  SSDC Poo Bin information re installation of extra bins.
Councillors had been asked how the BT Telephone Boxes could be re-painted as it would seem this is happening in other villages.  Councillor Parsons to contact BT.
1804. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS – Being chaired jointly.  Inserts to be put into Newsletter over the next few months to gather more information from residents and then another public meeting will be called.  Group next meeting on 30th September.
1805. MEMBERSHIP OF SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS – Recent e-mail discussed but it was agreed that as the Parish Council do not employ a Clerk this was an unnecessary cost.
1806. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Work at Entrance to Pond Farm – Very constructive meeting held with Mr & Mrs Simmins, Roger Meecham, John Millar and County Environment officers.  Parish Councillors have no expertise in this field and consequently asked that the outcome of the meeting and agreed way forward should be submitted in writing by Roger Meecham so everyone was clear as to what was happening to enable the Parish Council to reassure other residents that all efforts have been made to ensure that any works done will not exacerbate any flooding issues in the area. Parish Council satisfied that any works carried out by Mr & Mrs Simmins would be with the agreement of District and County officers.  

1807. ACCOUNTS

Current A/C - £826.41 credit 

Business Reserve - £16,576.47 credit
Payment Requests - 
£73.17 – renewal of website domain





£430.00 +VAT – Pardoes (work in connection with Village Car Park)





£170.00
-Jamie Gillard – Parish grass cutting
1808. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 24th September 2013 
Meeting closed at  9.40pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










