Minutes of 397th                   Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 24th July 2012

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 397th    PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 24th July 2012 at 7.30 pm

1588. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper


Mrs P Parsons

Paul Maxwell – County Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake

Mrs R Turner
Paul Thompson – District Councillor

1589. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME –  No members of public present
1590. REPORT FROM POLICE – No report received but Councillors agreed that they had had a good meeting with Lisa Wright and were hopeful that things would improve.  It was made clear that The Seavingtons are not regarded as a high risk area and so with resources being stretched we are not priority.  However, Lisa is working towards having the PCSO’s out and about more and is hopeful that this will become evident.  Diary to be kept in Shop for PCSO to sign when in village.
1591. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 

BW – Fairly quiet at the moment.  However, there had been a heated meeting in Ilminster regarding a new development of about 330 houses in the Shrudrick Lane area that has caused some concern.  Not likely to have any impact on The Seavingtons. 
PM – All services delivered by County are at present being reviewed.  

Boundary changes – Joining of South Petherton with Isle Moor will mean that the County Councillor will have 11 parishes as opposed to the present 6.

Improvments to A303 and A358 – County lobbying Central government.  Private Enterprise monies to be made available and hopeful that improvements will go ahead.  Target Date 2014.

1592. MINUTES OF THE 396th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON Tuesday 26th June 2012 were agreed as correct and signed. 
1593. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – Councillor Ashley reported that the top of Water Street and an area outside Biddy’s Barn in School Lane have been patched.
Potholes in Water Street to be reported to Highways.  Still no work done in Park Lane.
County Highways have been working in the village clearing drains but many have been left either marked as blocked or with red tags on them.  No details yet as to when the ‘jetting’ machine will be in the area.

1594. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – Away at the present time, but will rod the drains so that County Highways can be informed of problems.
1595. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – Nothing to report
1596. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Chair still to meet with residents who have lodged objections with the Land Registry.
1597. REPORT ON SPFA -  Councillors were advised that the SPFA had appointed a new Bookings Clerk/Key Holder and Cleaner for the Millennium Hall 
As a result of an open meeting the Association were hopeful that more people would come forward to join the Committee.  Also there is to be a working party formed to do some of the works outstanding.
1598. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP
Councillors were advised that SSDC would not agree to turning the £5,000 loan into a grant as the loan was in addition to a grant already received.  However, the terms of repayment are to be altered in the hope of making things easier for the Shop.  The Shop Committee are looking for ways to improve footfall and increase profits.  Things will be easier when the loan from the Co-op Bank is repaid in 2014.  However, questions have been asked as to what the Parish Council is doing to help.
AGM to take place on the 6th August.

1599. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT

Hunt using Dark Lane and Saw Pit Lane to exercise the Hounds.  – Letter received from a concerned resident in Dark Lane regarding the exercising of the Hounds.  After discussion it was agreed that the Chair would speak to The Master of Hounds regarding this.
State of Ditches in Dark Lane – Letter receiving indicating that the cleaning of the ditches were the responsibility of the land owner.  The tenant farmer to be asked to remedy.

1600. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES FOR NEXT 4 YEARS

SSDC planning workshops to help Parishes with this but dates have not yet been announced.  If Parishes cannot attend then there may be a possibility of meeting being held individually but this will not happen until October. 
1601. NEW CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS
Awaiting further information but agreed that it was not necessary to attend the training meetings.
1602. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Application No 12/02423/FUL – Mr Rob Gilbert – Conversion of agricultural building into self contained annex – retrospective application. – No objections
1603. ACCOUNTS

Current Account - £10,963.07 credit
Business Reserve - £6,669.96 credit

 Payment requests
 K M Dike Nurseries (cutting of Playing Field) - £385.63





Moore Stephens (annual audit of Accounts) - £162.00




CommuniCorp (additional Jubilee Mugs) - £234.84





[monies will be reclaimed for these additional mugs]

Closure of Annual Audit – Councillor Parsons advised that she had received the Accounts back from the Auditors which had been agreed and that the Audit had been closed.

1604. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 25th September 2012 (no meeting scheduled for August)
Meeting closed at  9.15pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










