Minutes of 407th                      Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday June  2013

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 407th   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 25th June 2013 at 2.15pm

1771. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 


Mrs P Parsons

Mrs R Turner


Christopher Le Hardy - County Councillor

Paul Thompson – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mrs B Lake

Barry Walker – District Councillor
ALSO PRESENT – 4 members of the public
1772. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – 
Pond Farm – new entrance – Mr & Mrs Simmins attended the meeting to raise their concerns that it would seem that the Parish Council are still unsatisfied with the works carried out and are being vindictive thus causing problems with other residents.  Councillor Madge advised that when the works started at the site it was reported to SSDC Planners as the Parish Council were unsure that works had been agreed prior to commencement as per Planning Conditions that were attached to the original Planning Consent granted to Mrs Paull.  From the Parish Council perspective it would seem that this matter has now gone from SSDC Planners to SSDC Engineers to SCC Flood Risk Management, and to date no decisions/agreements have been received by the Parish Council and it was felt that the only way forward now was for an on-site meeting.  This had been agreed, prior to this meeting, as Wednesday 17th July at 2.00pm. The Parish Council feel that they have to listen to concerns from residents to ensure that any works will not lead properties being flooded and Mr & Mrs Simmins being held responsible for this. 
Village Car Park Seavington St Michael – Mr & Mrs Dicker attended the meeting to discuss the way forward with regard to the registration of this piece of land in the name of the Parish Council.  Negotiations have  taken place over a number of months and the matter is now in the hand of The Land Registry Adjudicator – (both parties having had to instruct Solicitors to deal with this).  Mr & Mrs Dicker advised that they have no problems with the land being registered in the name of The Parish Council as long as they can retain a right to pass over it in order to access their property (1 Winchester Cottages).  Councillor Madge confirmed that The Parish Council have no intentions of changing existing rights and conditions, but anything in writing will have no value until the piece of land is formally registered with The Land Registry.  This registration can only happen if Mr & Mrs Dicker withdraw their objection otherwise the matter may be referred to Court which could lead to greatly increased Solicitors costs.  In order to take the matter forward an on-site meeting was agreed for Wednesday 3rd July at 6.30pm.
1773. REPORT FROM POLICE – No one present from Police but Councillor Parsons confirmed that an incident on the Playing Field and around the Hall and Shop had been reported and that the Police had visited the field and spoken to a group of youngsters and promised to keep on patrolling, particularly on Friday evenings.  One report of violent crime note on web-site for April.
1774. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 

PT – Local Plan still on-going and extra meeting to be held shortly.  Councillor Thompson now Vice-Chair of Area North.  Councillor Edwards advised that she had been asked by several residents as to what happens to the waste collected from the dog poo bins as there were concerns that some of this went to land fill.  Councillor Thompson promised to investigate this and report back at the next meeting.  Area North meeting at Millennium Hall on 24th July.

CLeH -  Spending review from Central Government on 26th June.  County already looking at having to make  £52m savings

Chair of Somerset Armed Forces Community Covenant.  Councillor Le Hardy would like details of retired and serving forces in the villages as well as TA members.
Keen to work with those driving forward ‘Councils working together’ scheme.

Broadband issues within Somerset particularly in the rural areas.

Councillor Parsons raised concerns with regard to schooling in Ilminster as it would seem that some classes in Greenfylde are well in excess of Central Government figures.  Advised that Councillor Linda Vijeh now has a role within Education and Children and should be taking this on board.  More development in Ilminster and surrounding areas will only exacerbate the situation.

1775. MINUTES OF THE 406th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28th May 2013 agreed as correct and signed. 
1776. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES
David’s Lane, School Lane and part of Water Street have had potholes filled and it would seem prepared in readiness for surface dressing that had been promised for the summer.  Councillor Ashley asked to report state of St Mary’s Close to Highways.  Also agreed that Parish Council need to re-visit works promised at meeting with Paul Watkins earlier in the year.  To be reported back at next meeting.
SID figures recently received for West bound traffic show an increase in the 85percentile to 42mph.  Councillor Turner reported that the Police Speed Camera team still regularly visit the village.
1777. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN
Councillors Madge and Edwards to meet with lengthsman next Tuesday to discuss works..
1778. POSSIBLE USE OF COMMUNITY PAYBACK TEAM
Councillor Lake unable to contact co-ordinator as yet.
1779. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS
Vegetation being cut back on most of paths.
1780. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK
See Public Question Time.
1781. REPORT ON SPFA

Vandalism and under age drinking reported to Police who are monitoring the situation.  Note has been put in the Newsletter to this effect.
1782. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP
Few more volunteers have recently been recruited.  However, there is still a problem with covering both the Shop and the Cafe during holiday periods.  Some Fund Raising will have to be done.  AGM being arranged for sometime in August.

Councillor Parsons asked whether the villages still had the use of the film equipment that was purchased through grants and shared with Tatworth.  It would seem that we still have an interest in this.  Suggestion made that this could be a joint fund raising opportunity for Shop and SPFA. 

1783. PROGRESS RE BLUE PLAQUE FOR VOLUNTEER INN – Nothing new to report
1784. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT
Parish Council has been informed that the present Internal Auditor will not be able to do audit at the end of this financial year.  Note to be put in Newsletter asking if there is someone willing to do role.
Solar Panels on Hall Roof have caused problems with regards to Royal Mail not recognising the Hall as the registered postal address does not match the Hall.  However, Councillor Ashley has finally got agreement from SSDC to confirm that the Hall exists but this will cost £100.00.  This has to be done in order that British Gas can pay the monies due from the feed-in tariff.

David Laws visiting village in August – dates on Notice Boards 

Councillor Parsons has printed off a list of Listed Buildings and areas from County Council web-site.
1785. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS – CONSULTATION 1ST JUNE 2013
Chairman was agreed at meeting on 1st June.
1786. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

See Public Question Time
1787. ACCOUNTS
Current Account 
£645.97 credit 
Business Reserve - £16,574.21 credit

Cheque for £100 to Tree Wardens not yet presented.

£350 promised from County re works carried out near Swan Thatch  not yet received
1788. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 23rd July 2013 
Meeting closed at  4.30pm.

Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










