Minutes of 396th                   Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 26th June 2012

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 394th    PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 26th June 2012 at 7.30 pm

1569. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Paul Maxwell – County Councillor

Paul Thompson – District Councillor
Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mr P Ashley
Mrs R Turner
ALSO PRESENT Beat Manager Toni Lines accompanied by PCSO
1570. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of public present 
1571. REPORT FROM POLICE – Beat Manager Lisa Wright had asked colleague Toni Lines to attend meeting as none of the police for this area had been able to attend a Parish Council meeting for sometime.  Councillors were advised that Seavington is regarded as a low key village and that there had been no crimes or anti-social behaviour reported for the month of May.  However, Lisa Wright – Beat Manager for The Seavingtons was willing to meet with councillors at a convenient time.  Agreed to meet 10.00am on Friday 29th June at The Cafe.
1572. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 

PT (SSDC) - Consultation started on the proposed submissions of South Somerset Local Plan 2006 to 2028 (formerly known as Core Strategy).  Submissions can be made on-line and although The Seavingtons are not directly affected comments can still be made as it is felt that the evidence base is out-dated.  E-mail had been sent to Councillor Parsons and forwarded to all other Councillors.
BW (SSDC) – Contact had been made with Charlotte Jones regarding the £5,000 loan to the shop.  Statement given that SSDC would in no way do anything to jeopardise the shop and some proposals to defer repayment of the loan were being discussed.

PM (SCC) – Pressure has been put on County with regard to the funding of the Lengthsman Scheme and the reinstating of the scheme has been accepted as a concept and will be further discussed with a view to re-introducing funding from next year.

Egwood -  Family have been offered a pitch at Pitney, Langport and have been given until the 30th July to move to the pitch or be evicted.  However, the planning application on the land at Haselbury is under appeal and this could complicate matters.

Watergore – 40mph speed limit – hopeful that signs may be in place by August 2012

Community Information Centre, South Petherton – moving into the Library which could also help the Library.

Part Night Lighting – being looked at again as new contractor now involved.

Bus services – Asked for an up-date for bus services for the whole area.

1573. MINUTES OF THE 395th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 22nd May 2012 were agreed as correct and signed.  
1574. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES
E-mail received from Mike Fear – County Highways – indicating that the gullies in The Seavingtons should be cleaned late October/November – subject to availability of equipment but this will not jet pipes between.  Councillor Lake felt that she and Councillor Ashley should send an e-mail to all other Councillors before a meeting so that any areas of concern could be noted and a comprehensive list could then be actioned.  Councillor Madge advised that the Lengthsman now has plans marking all the drains and will investigate.  It was agreed that the Lengthsman should give this priority even if it means the Parish will have to pay someone else to do grass cutting.
1575. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN
Job Description still to be drawn up.  Has been working mostly on cutting grass.
1576. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS
Being well maintained by PPLO and assistant and no problems known
1577. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK
Councillors advised that Mr & Mrs Simmins have agreed to withdraw their objection.  Councillor Madge has contacted both the other parties involved.  Mr & Mrs Seals have indicated that they will withdraw their objections if assurances can be given by the Parish Council over future intentions.  Councillor Parsons to draft letter and send to Chair for signature.  Chair to contact Mr & Mrs Dicker for further negotiations.  It was unanimously agreed at the meeting that the matter of the Village Car Park should not be discussed by any other member of the Council but that any concerned residents should be advised to contact Chair direct.
1578. REPORT ON SPFA

In the absence of Councillor Ashley, Councillors Edwards and Parsons advised Councillors of their concerns over the SPFA and in particular the Millennium Hall as the Booking Clerk/Cleaner – Janet Goode – is still in hospital.  The posts of Booking Clerk/Key holder and Cleaner have already been advertised and the SPFA will be meeting on 19th July to discuss applications.
A note from the Parish Council is in June Newsletter trying to get residents to attend SPFA AGM on 5th July and Councillor Parsons asked that other Parish Councillors should also attend.  The SPFA has substantial help from Parish Council – particularly with regard to the grass cutting of the field.  The Parish Council agreed to do this as they can save the 20% VAT. The Millennium Hall and SPFA have substantial funds of their own, however, but it was felt that more village involvement is needed to manage both of these village assets.
1579. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP
Councillor Madge reported on the meeting that he had attended when it was noted that although it would appear that the Shop has many volunteers there is only a small hard-core that work in the Cafe and that at times the Shop cannot be covered.  The Shop AGM will be held in August when new Committee members will be needed.  Discussions are still to take place with The Plunkett Foundation with regard to funding and the Co-op Bank with regard to the interest rate being paid on the loan. Councillor Parsons reported that she had received a letter from the Shop Treasurer thanking the Parish Council for the £1,500 grant and pointing out that the rent due to the SPFA will be paid under the terms of the lease – ie quarterly in advance.
1580. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT
Notice from SSDC regarding illegal fly posting that could result in the organisation letting the facilities being fined will be passed to SPFA.  New Street Naming rules SSDC – information to be put on notice boards.  CAB notice for boards.  SCC Chairman’s Award for Service to Community – e-mail to be forwarded to Councillors for suggestions.
1581. CELEBRATION FOR QUEEN’S JUBILEE – JUNE 2012

Thanks were expressed by Chairman for all the hard work done by Councillors Parsons, Turner and the sub-committee set up to organise and run the event.  An amazing £2,520 was raised and all comments received have been very positive.  Thanks were also expressed to David Froome for producing the Commemorative Booklet (in the June Newsletter) to Ken Osborne for taking all the photographs, and to Eugene Mulligan who is putting a selection on the village web-site.  Councillor Parsons advised that the cheques (amounting to £840 each) will be presented to representatives from the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance and Children’s Hospice (South West) on Wednesday 11th July, 7.30pm at The Volunteer. 
1582. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES FOR NEXT 4 YEARS

Village Plan needs to be taken forward and District Councillor Walker is to see if there is  District help for this.
1583. REPORT ON VILLAGE WEB-SITE
New system is working well allowing information to be put on more easily.  Suggested that Parish Council should have its own e-mail address.  Councillor Parsons to get this done.
1584. REPORT REGARDING NEW CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS
Councillors Madge and Parsons attended meeting organised by SALC.  New Code comes in after 1st July, but still awaiting more information from both District and SALC.
1585. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Councillor Madge advised that solar panels are soon to go on the roof of his new barn.  Planning permission no longer needed for this.
1586. ACCOUNTS

Current Account - £10,986.13 credit (but this includes the £2,500+ from Jubilee events)
Business Reserve - £6,669.13 credit

1587. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  - Tuesday 24th July 2012
Meeting closed at  9.25pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










