Minutes of 395th                   Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 22nd May  2012

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 394th    PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 22nd May 2012 at 7.30 pm

1551. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mrs R Turner
Paul Maxwell – County Councillor
Paul Thompson – District Councillor

1552. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of public present
1553. REPORT FROM POLICE – Apologies received as Officers being used for Torch and Jubilee celebrations
1554. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S
BW – Lengthsman Scheme – Noted that although Somerset County Council have stopped funding the scheme and SSDC will probably do so next year other Counties are considering introducing the scheme as they feel it could be cost cutting in the long run!!
Local Plan – Now on back burner as Councillors Work Shop on Local Plans for villages to be held at end of June or early July.

Egwood Encampment- Planning permission refused on Haselbury site.  Formal notice has now been served for the family to move to a legal camp, where there are pitches available.
1555. MINUTES OF THE 394th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24th April 2012 were agreed as correct, with one amendment – deletion of word ‘educated’ in paragraph 1534 – and signed. 
1556. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – County Highways have responded to an e-mail sent by Councillor Ashley to the effect that the top of Water Street is to be completely re-surfaced, as with a patch outside Biddy’s Barn in School Lane.  Some of the materials excavated to be used to repair the pot holes in Park Lane.  Pot hole in School Lane repaired.  Councillors Lake and Ashley to do further check on highways issues.
1557. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – Gone back to grass cutting and also has repainted words on Village Entrance Stones
Councillor Ashley reported that Rob Gilbert had contacted him about doing some work on the bank on the eastern side of Seavington St Michael.  Agreed to this as it is too big a job for the lengthsman to complete on his own.
Suggestion made that Councillor Ashley should approach Highways for plans of highway drains in the village so that the lengthsman could use these when trying to keep drains clear.
1558. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – Normal summer maintenance being carried out by co-ordinator and assistant.  No faults known.  
1559. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Councillor Parsons advised that she had heard from Land Registry who wanted to know what was happening with regard to the Car Park and if the Council wished to continue with registration.  Unanimously agreed that Council need to pursue this and that the Chairman should approach the objectors to ask them to withdraw the objections, as concessions can only be given when the Land is officially registered in the Parish Council’
Councillor Lake advised that she had spoken to two members of the village who were repairing a ‘burger van’ on the car park recently.  It was confirmed that they lived in 2 Park View and had no intentions of keeping the van on the Car Park, but were only repairing it before it could be moved.
1560. REPORT ON SPFA – Councillor Ashley reported that the two Springers purchased with monies from Branstons were to be installed prior to the Jubilee Weekend celebrations.
1561. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP – 
Current position -  Emphasis has been put on executing the Business Plan and fund raising.  The Committee are actively seeking to increase revenue and welcome the Caravan Concert Band who will be attending the Jubilee Weekend events.  Volunteers are manning the Shop for longer hours over this period in order to accommodate this.
Discussion on Loans from County and District Councils – Councillor Madge reported that he had been encouraged by a meeting with K Lake (Treasurer of the Shop).  The Accounts will show a small profit at the end of the financial year.  The Loan from the Co-operative Bank is being met each month (some £500) and this has never been defaulted on.  This loan will finish in 2014.   The County Council have now agreed to change the repayment terms of their loan of £10,000. They are spreading the first payment of £2,000 over 3 years and subsequent repayments will mean the loan will now be repaid in February 2019.  Councillor Madge asked District Councillor Walker if he could talk to SSDC and try and get them to consider altering the terms of their loan.  By doing this it means that repayments will start when the Co-op loan has finished.  The Shop Association will still discuss the terms and conditions of the Co-operative Bank with the Bank and try and get the interest rate reduced.
Parish Council’s Grant to Shop Association – After the previous Parish Council meeting Councillor Parsons had discovered a letter sent to the Shop Association which stated:-

 “Grant the Shop Association £1,000 per annum for five years as Revenue Support.  This grant to start with the next financial year ie April 2010.  These monies are to be ring-fenced and will come from existing funds available to the Parish Council.”

Councillor Parsons also proposed that £500 (being the rent due to the SPFA) should also be paid to the shop as she personally felt that the SPFA were well supported by the Parish Council and that perhaps the Shop was not so well supported in its initial years’ of trading.  After discussion Councillor Edwards proposed and Brenda Lake Seconded that a total grant of £1,500 should be made this year to the Shop Association.  This was unanimously agreed.  Councillor Parsons to advise the Treasurer that the £500 is to be used to pay the rent due to the SPFA.
1562. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT – Meeting at Barrington Hall on Monday 18th June re new regulations coming from Central Government hopefully to be attended by Councillors Madge and Parsons
1563. CELEBRATION FOR QUEEN’S JUBILEE – JUNE 2012 – Going well and Committee are hopeful of a very enjoyable event, particularly now that the Caravan Concert Band will be attendance for the whole weekend and will be playing at several of the events.  However, concerns were raised that as Parish Council insurance was being used to cover all the events over the weekend that the ‘Street Closure Form’ that had been obtained had not been completed by the organisers of the Box Cart Race.  Too late for it to be done now.  Chairman to speak to organisers to discuss.  It was also reported that some residents would like to see a mature tree planted to commemorate the Jubilee.  Monies to come from these residents, and not from monies raised at the weekend.  Councillor Parsons to discuss with Tree Wardens.
1564. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES FOR NEXT 4 YEARS – On hold for time being but will not be linked to County and District Plans but to local issues only.
1565. REPORT ON VILLAGE WEB-SITE – Business Link now on web-site with invitation for any village business to give details.
1566. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – No new Planning Applications for discussion.
Mr & Mrs Simmins who live in Pond Farm have purchased the land behind their terraced house which had planning permission granted following an appeal in June 2010.  Mr & Mrs Simmins wished to discuss their plans with the Parish Council before submitting new plans to SSDC as they do not wish to develop totally in accordance with the permission granted to Mrs Paull.  Agreed site meeting on Wednesday 30th May at 7.00pm.
1567. ACCOUNTS
Current Account 

£12,338.54

Business Reserve

  £6,669.13

Payment requests 
K M Dike (grass maintenance) - £385.63
1568. DATE OF NEXT MEETING- Tuesday 26th June 2012
Meeting closed at  9.30pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










