Minutes of 399th                   Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 23rd October  2012

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 399th    PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 23rd October 2012 at 7.30 pm

1623. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr P Ashley – Acting Chair
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Mrs R Turner


Paul Maxwell – County Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mr S Madge - Chair

Paul Thompson – District Councillor

1624. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – None – No members of public present
1625. REPORT FROM POLICE – New PCSO has visited the Shop/Cafe and will do so on an ad hoc basis
1626. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT – Concerns have been expressed to our Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator regarding the attitude of sales representatives from Dining Solutions.  Residents have been warned and the Company (in Ilminster) contacted to express the concerns.
1627. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 

BW – District -  There has not been a full Council meeting for 3 months.  Hopefully there will be a meeting in November.
PM - County -  Local Plan -  District Council may have to re-consult as Central Government are saying that insufficient housing projects have been identified.
Service Review at County still on going and unlikely that things will be any clearer until February 2013.  County have to make savings of £40m.

Hinton St George – shop officially opened.

A303 Upgrade – County in talks with David Laws and others to try and get the scheme agreed.

Lengthsman Scheme – County considering introducing a new scheme ‘Community Warden Scheme’ which on the face of it would appear to work the same as our current Lengthsman scheme.

Watergore 40mph  - seems to be working well and it was agreed that on average cars are entering Seavington St Michael at a slower speed.

Reintroduction of SID -  Councillor Parsons advised that she had responded to County’s e-mail with regard to re-joining the SID scheme, which is to be provided free of any costs.  She has asked that Water Street be brought into the scheme.  Still awaiting further confirmation from County.

1628. MINUTES OF THE  398th  ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25th September were agreed and signed by (Acting Chair Councillor Ashley) as correct. 
1629. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – Raised drain cover in Water Street had been reported to County Highways.  Several residents had raised their concerns with regard to road markings and signs at the junction of Park Lane with Long Forward Lane as there had been several ‘near misses’.  Councillor Ashley to contact Highways with these concerns.  Councillor Ashley advised that he had heard that Park Lane had been marked for ‘pot hole’ and road edge works but that other areas in the villages did not fit the current criteria for repair.  Councillor Ashley had also indicated to Highways that we may consider using the Lengthsman to do works that should be carried out by Highways and then re-charge them accordingly.  Highways, however, had responded that there could be insurance implications. 
1630. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – Most of time during the Summer months had been used to keep grass areas tidy.  Councillors agreed that perhaps we should look at employing someone else to do these works and that the Lengthsman should be used to keep drains and gullies and pavements etc clear and tidy.  Councillor Madge to agree a Job Description with Lengthsman.
1631. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – Councillor Parsons reported that two marker posts had been removed by unknown persons from Long Forward Lane.  Mr Gillard to contact County to get these re-instated.
1632. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Councillor Parsons reported that Land Registry have still to draw up the case for the Adjudicator.  Hopefully this will be done shortly.
1633. REPORT ON SPFA – Things seem to be going well at the moment.  Grass cutting is becoming an issue but Committee are most appreciative of the fact that the Parish Council pay to have the field cut. This year has been not been easy and the Committee understand that the Parish Council will be reviewing the Contract for next year.   Accordingly the SPFA are seeking ways of getting the play areas cut by others at a reduced rate to try and reduce the costs to the Parish Council.
1634. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP – Councillor Madge had reported that the Shop/Cafe seem to be going well.  A good meeting had been held with Charlotte Jones (SSDC) with regard to the Loan and available Grants.  The Shop does have monies that have been raised for specific projects and some of these are to be carried out shortly.  Financially it would seem that things are improving.  The cafe, in particular, is doing well and the Senior Lunches are proving a success.
1635. TREE WARDEN INFORMATION – Councillor Parsons advised that from March 2013 the Tree Wardens will be Alan Graham and Phil Gordon Jones.  Ry Coffman is taking over the voluntary management of the SSDC area team of Wardens.
1636. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT – County Meeting on 29th November re Local Choices – 2 Councillors to attend.
Blue Plaque – At Volunteer Inn – investigations still being carried out.

New e-mail for Parish Council – Hopeful that this will be up and running by next meeting
1637. GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – Discussion deferred until next meeting as not all information received.
1638. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS – Councillors Madge and Lake to attend meeting on 25th October.
1639. NEW CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS – After discussion it was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would adopt the Code and Standing Orders as adopted by SSDC.
1640. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – Application No 12/03354/FUL – Mr J Lawton – installation of a woodburner and a flue through the roof at the rear of 4 The Pheasant, Water Street. – Parish Council object to this proposal on the grounds that the exit point of the chimney is too close to 3 The Pheasant and could have a detrimental effect on that property.
Application No 12/03183/COU – Mr N Reyland – change of use of agricultural land to garden  - Permission granted
1641. ACCOUNTS – 
(a)  Current Account - £59.78 credit
Business Reserve - £12,971.19

(b) Payment Requests – 
KM Dyke - £321.36 + VAT (grass cutting Playing Field)





Toms Tree Ties - £56.00 + VAT (Tree Wardens tree protectors)





Ash Bros - £30.33 + VAT (materials for Notice Boards)

(c)  New Forms for Nat West – new forms completed for Nat West as required – confirming details

(d) Christmas Tree in Millennium Hall Car Park  - deferred so that further investigations can be made in time for December 2013
1642. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Please note changed to 20th November 2012 
1643. DATES FOR 2013 22nd Jan, 26th Feb, 26th Mar [Annual Parish Meeting], 23rd Apr,  28th May  [Annual Parish Council Meeting], 25th June, 23rd July, NO AUGUST, 24th Sept, 22nd Oct, 26th Nov, 17th Dec. 
Meeting closed at  9.15pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










