Minutes of 410th                      Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 29th October 2013

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 410th   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 29th October 2013 at 7.30 pm

1827. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Christopher Le Hardy - County Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mrs R Turner

Paul Thompson – District Councillor

1828. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of public present
1829. REPORT FROM POLICE – None – Councillor Parsons reported that she had queried at the Area North meeting with Town and Parish Councils why the web site which indicates crime in an area was at least a month out-of-date.  Response was that it was not managed by Police but Central Government.  However, it would seem that our Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator gets weekly up-dates of crime in the surrounding areas.
1830. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
District – Very little to report.  However, planning applications within SSDC are increasing at an alarming rate and the last Area North meeting was held at Brympton Way.  Suggested development at South Petherton, near the hospital, is very contentious.  Main reason for the number of applications increasing is that the Local Plan has not been ratified.  Information that was provided in March 2012 was based on out-of-date figures.  Council have to agree in favour of development and this is further exacerbated by the fact that ‘Development Lines’ no longer exist.  However, at present District is challenging last week’s decision for 135 homes in Martock.

County – Good news that Hinckley Points has been approved and this should bring jobs and other benefits to the local community, and hopefully the whole of the County.

Children in care – of County Council now total 527 with 126 in South Somerset.
RNAS Yeovilton – some 600 Army personnel are to be deployed to Yeovilton and this will become one of the major basis for the Armed Forces in the Country.  MoD have purchased houses in Wincanton and Yeovil for families.  This will have an impact on schooling etc in those areas.

Small Road improvement Scheme – Councillors have monies to spend in their local areas and at present this area all schemes have already been suggested.  However, councillors asked that the Seavingtons be considered for some traffic calming measures (as in Tintinhull) at the entrances to St Michael.

For more information please see Councillor Le Hardy’s Brief on the village web site.    

1831. MINUTES OF THE 409th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24th September were agreed as correct (with addition of Brue at point 1812) and signed. 
1832. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – Councillor Ashley reported that he had received a reply to concerns raised:- 
Drain at Buckrells cleared with rods – disputed by other councillors
Drains out-side Swan Thatch and Biddly’s Barn delayed until next year because of funding issues

Works in Rooks Meade Lane have been ordered

Concerns at the bottom of Upton Lane – no serious defects found

Drains at top of drive at 1A School Lane – unable to inspect as car parked over cover.  

SID – Councillor Parsons reported that she had asked for the SID on Water Street to be put in place again as it was felt the first set of readings gave a false impression as the road had recently been re-surfaced.  Also it was hoped the SID could be placed to face down the road towards the Playing Field.

1833. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – Concentrating on drains but has cut back vegetation at the entrance to West Street.
Generally it was agreed that there seemed to be a problem with the scheme as it was not being managed particularly well since the Clerk left South Petherton.  More discussions will have to take place when setting precept to decide if we are to ‘go our own way’.  The scheme is likely to cost more as both County an District not longer fund the scheme.
1834. POSSIBLE USE OF COMMUNITY PAYBACK TEAM – No date yet set for meeting since the cancelling of the first date set.  Councillor Lake reported that she is finding it very difficult to contact anyone regarding the Scheme.
1835. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – Awaiting invoice from Phil Gordon-Smith for works carried out.  County meeting for co-ordinators due to be held in the Millennium Hall shortly
1836. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Finally notification has been received that the area of land known as The Village Car Park (formerly the Village Pond) has been registered in the name of the Parish Council.  Note to be put in the newsletter advising of this.  Discussions will now have to take place as to what should happen on this land, particularly with regard to cars that appear to have been permanently parked and may not be taxed or insured.
1837. REPORT ON SPFA – Councillor Parsons reported that the SPFA and Shop/Cafe are to work more closely together with regard to advertising.  The Hall is still awaiting the first payment of the FIT from the Solar Panels.  The Apple Harvest Supper was enjoyed by all that attended but the Committee was disappointed by the low turn out.
1838. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP – Councillor Madge reported that Mark Ellis had been elected as the new Chair of the Shop Management Committee.  
1839. COMMUNITY ASSETS REGISTER – The Parish Council had received two requests that The Volunteer Inn should be placed on this register.  Councillor Parsons reported that she had attended the Area North meeting with Town and Parish Councils where details of how the register works were explained.  After discussion it was resolved that at the present time the Parish Council were reluctant to take the initiative on this, but that those wishing it to be done could either set up a group themselves or come to a Parish Council meeting where the matter could be discussed further.
1840. PROGRESS RE BLUE PLAQUE FOR VOLUNTEER INN – Nothing to report
1841. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT – Councillor Ashley expressed his thanks to Councillors for their nomination of him for the County Council Chairman’s Award for service to the Community.
Dismay was expressed that it would appear that the Youth Club may have to close if no volunteers come forward to take over the role of leaders with effect from March 2014.  At present only 5 children attend on a weekly basis.
1842. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS – Concerns were raised regarding the wording of part of the Plan in connection with fracking etc and it was agreed that members of the sub-committee should be invited to the next Parish Council meeting so that this could be discussed further
1843. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

13/03542/ful – Mr & Mrs Doble – Orchard Cottage 3 Hurcott Green – replacement of existing windows and doors to double glazed cream PVCu – Permission granted
1844. ACCOUNTS
(a)  Balances – Current Account - £278.64 credit (but Tree Wardens cheque for £100 still outstanding


Business Reserve - £15,578.57 credit
(b) Payment requests – Jamie Gillard - £165 – grass cutting September/October




Brimsmore Garden Centre £23.14 – gift re donation of bins





Lengthsman - £12.66 – share of cost for weedkiller
(c) Precept – and possible capping in near future. – Councillor Parsons advised that she had read an article indicating that Central Government may try to cap Town and Parish precepts in future.  This must be taken into account when setting precept for 2014/15 and reduction in works carried out by both District and County.
1845. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 26th November 2013 
Meeting closed at  9.15pm.

Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










