Minutes of 409th                      Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 24th September 2013

SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 409th   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 24th September 2013 at 7.30 pm

1809. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Mrs R Turner


Christopher Le Hardy - County Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

APOLOGIES
Paul Thompson – District Councillor

1810. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of the public present
1811. REPORT FROM POLICE – Councillor Parsons that the Police website shows 2 incidents of theft were reported – but this is for July!!
Councillor Le Hardy reported that the Chief Constable had reported at a recent meeting that crime was down with detection up.    Somerset is getting safer and the Chief Constable was very positive with the situation. Cuts are being made in the Police budget which will mean cutting senior officers.  The funding for PCSOs has been absorbed into the main budget and there has to be some balancing between PCs and PCSOs. At present PCSOs have powers to search and detain but not to arrest, but this is being reviewed.  Would like to make more use of Special Constables.  Police would like to take back operation of speed cameras but this has not yet been agreed. 
1812. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 

District -  Area North meeting (25th September 2013) will be discussion 4/5 Planning applications.  Such applications are beginning to increase in some areas.  Application for 49/50 houses by new hospital in South Petherton.  At present there is an assumption in favour of development.
Local Plan  - rejected.  Council was given 3 options by Inspector and District Councillors have opted for an extension to March 2014.

Empty Property – District trying to draw up a register of empty properties in the area and try to bring these back into use.

County – Councillor LeHardy’s discussions with David Froome re collection of waste paper and monies paid are still on-going.

Draft County Plan  - sent to Parishes as contributions are encouraged.

Briefing notes – will be sent by e-mail.

Budget – Cuts of some £100m will have to be found over the next 4/5 years.  County web site has area where anyone can go and try and balance the budget.   All  have to become  self sufficient and there will have to be more self funding.
Health and Well Being – Councillor Le Hardy has some monies for small projects that fit this category.

Rivers Parrett and Brue  - £300k has been found for the dredging of these rivers.  Other flood mitigation monies have been authorised.

1813. MINUTES OF THE 408th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23rd July 2013 were agreed as correct and signed. 
1814. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – Potholes in St Mary’s Close have been done.  White lines have been re-painted following surface dressing.
Poor surface in Upton Lane to be reported again.  Jetting of drains – School Lane opposite Biddy’s Barn – Main Road outside Buckrells – Drain opposite entrance to Rooks Meade Lane – not done although the gullies may have been emptied.  E-mail received from owner of 1a School Lane regarding position of drains that cross his property.  Councillor Ashley to raise these concerns with Highways.
SIDs – Results of recent installations received, but unfortunately installations for other areas have been delayed due to the number of SIDs available at present.

1815. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – Councillor Edwards have attended a meeting re the Scheme and it would seem that there will have to be a substantial increase in the amount paid.  Agreed unanimously that we would need more detail regarding this but that some thought may be given to ‘going alone’. 
At present Lengthsman will be concentrating on ensure that the village drains are clear in readiness for the winter months.  However, Councillors are aware that there are a number of drains that need more investigation and jetting by County.

Lengthsman – to tidy vegetation on path in Church Lane.
1816. POSSIBLE USE OF COMMUNITY PAYBACK TEAM – Councillor Lake has finally made contact with the leader of this group and a meeting has been set up with one of the supervisors. [Unfortunately this meeting did not take place as planned and to date no other convenient date has been arranged].
1817. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – Councillor Parsons reported that there is a broken gate post by the stile at the end of School Lane.  Assumption is that this is the responsibility of the land owner.
1818. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Councillors were advised of the costs to date.  Notification has been received that the residents who had objected to the area being registered in the name of the Parish Council had instructed their solicitors to withdraw the objection as per the meeting held early in July 2013.  Councillors agreed to advise Pardoes not to do anymore work on our behalf until they have had sight of the Deed of Easement, to be drawn up by the Solicitors acting for the residents.
1819. REPORT ON SPFA – Councillor Parsons reported that due to the dry summer large cracks had appeared on the field making areas unsafe.  These had been filled in at no cost and thanks go to the villagers who did this on behalf of the SPFA
1820. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP – Councillor Madge reported that since the AGM more people had come forward to join the Management Committee.  Hopeful that the situation will be resolved in the very near future.  The Volunteers are working very hard.
1821. PROGRESS RE BLUE PLAQUE FOR VOLUNTEER INN – Awaiting reply
1822. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT-  Two new litter bins are to be installed near the play area and shop and the Parish Council extended thanks to Bradfords (Builders Merchants) for donating one and the residents who donated the other.
1823. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS – Councillor Lake reported that the sub-committee looking into this on behalf of the Parish Council is very enthusiastic and should be providing the results of their first questionnaire in time for the next Parish Council Meeting.
1824. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Work at Entrance to Pond Farm - Works now completed to make alterations as agreed by District and County Officers.

13/03542/FUL – Mr & Mrs Doble – alterations to windows at Orchard Cottage, 3 Hurcott Green – no objections
1825. ACCOUNTS
(a)  Current Account - £212.24credit

Business Reserved - £15,776.47 credit

(b)  Payment requests  - 
Pardoes - £283.80 – Work re Car Park (June)





Pardoes - £301.20 – Work re Car Park (July/part August)





J Gillard - £240.00 – Grass cutting July/Aug





Lengthsman - £14.04 – materials re installation of Litter Bins





Grant Thornton - £120.00 – Audit of Parish Council Accounts

Agreed payment of the above.

(c)  Closure of Audit  - Councillor Parsons reported that the relevant Notices had been posted.
(d) Internal Auditor for 2013/14 Accounts – Councillor Parsons reported that no-one had yet been found to carry out this work.
1826. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Changed to 29th October 2013 as a number of Parish Councillors had already indicated their non-attendance of planned meeting.
Meeting closed at  9.25pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










