Minutes of 398th                   Parish Council Meeting –Tuesday 25th September 2012


SEAVINGTON ST MARY/MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 398th    PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT THE SEAVINGTON MILLENNIUM HALL

On Tuesday 25th September 2012 at 7.30 pm

1605. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES


PRESENT
Mr S Madge - Chair

Mr P Ashley 
Mrs S Cooper

Mrs E Edwards 

Mrs B Lake


Mrs P Parsons

Mrs R Turner


Paul Maxwell – County Councillor

APOLOGIES
Paul Thompson – District Councillor

Barry Walker – District Councillor

1606. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of public present
1607. REPORT FROM POLICE – No member of police force present but Councillors had been advised that a new PCSO – Ceara Sturt -  had been appointed to replace Kym Rudge.  Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator had met her at the September monthly surgery.
1608. REPORT FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 

County- PM -  Advised that there were challenging financial times ahead at County and some £40m savings would be required for next year and that this may rise to £70m for the following year.
Somerset Waste Partnership also to be reviewed.

The 40mph signs have now been installed through Watergore to the 30mph limit at Seavington.
Illegal encampment at Egwood – vacated on 17th September and the site has now been secured and is to be sold to Merriott, Hinton St George and Lopen and managed as an open space recreational site.

Part night lighting to take place in South Petherton and at Lopen Head roundabout.

Cuts to Bus services are being reviewed.  The County portfolio holder has been summoned to a meeting and informed that County cuts have gone too far and some bus companies now have some financial difficulties.

Dualling of A303 – more preliminary works being carried out by County and will be sent to Central Government.

1609. MINUTES OF THE 397th ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24th July 2012 agreed as correct and signed. 
1610. REPORT REGARDING HIGHWAY ISSUES – Councillor Ashley reported that e-mails are not being responded to and that he will request a village tour with Mike Fear and Paul Watkins.  Also it was suggested that he should investigate the possibility of ‘self-help’ with regard to some things and then charge Highways for carrying out works that they should do.
1611. REPORT ON WORKS COMPLETED BY LENGTHSMAN – After discussion it was agreed that Councillors should re-visit the role of the lengthsman and that as most of his summer duties seemed to be taken up with grass cutting that we should look for other ways of doing this freeing up the Lengthsman to do works that are not being carried out on a regular basis by County/District and that maybe we could re-charge.  Councillor Madge to discuss further with lengthsman before next meeting.
1612. REPORT ON VILLAGE FOOTPATHS – nothing to report
1613. REPORT ON VILLAGE CAR PARK – Parish Council has been advised that the Land Registry are preparing to take the case to formal adjudication as the two objections will not be withdrawn.
1614. AGREEMENT ON VOTING ON SHOP AND SPFA MATTERS – Concerns had been expressed that various roles were now overlapping.  After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Cooper and Seconded by Councillor Turner that all Parish Councillors should be able to speak and vote on all matters concerning the Community Shop and the SPFA.  Agreed unanimously
1615. REPORT ON SPFA – Councillor Parsons advised that she had now taken on Chair of the SPFA until the next AGM.  Councillor Ashley is remaining as Treasurer
1616. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SHOP – Councillor Madge advised that the Shop Management Committee had changed and that for an interim period of 3 months he had agreed to take on the role of Chair.  
Finances – The SCC loan has been deferred for 2 years to run on from when the Co-op loan is repaid.  There has never been a problem with repayment of the Co-op loan but it will cause a cash flow problem for the next two years.  Discussion had taken place with the SSDC to see if their loan could also be deferred.  Before discussing this SSDC had asked what the Parish Council were doing to help with the problem.  Discussions are still on-going and SSDC are helping the Committee to find other fund raising opportunities.  It was proposed by Councillor Ashley and Seconded by Councillor Lake that the Parish Council should make a further grant of £600 to help towards the first repayment of the SSDC loan due in October 2012 and another £600 in October 2013. Agreed unanimously.
1617. SUNDRY MATTERS OF REPORT  - Councillor Ashley to chase SSDC regarding the moving of the Poop Bin from the lower part of the playing field to Townsend.
Councillor Parsons to contact SSDC (Phil Jones) with regard to fly tipping in Rowdell’s Orchard.

Councillor Turner advised that she had been approached with regard to putting a Blue Plaque on The Volunteer Inn for Arthur Linton, who was a world famous cycle racer in the 1880’s.  He was born in the Volunteer in 1868. [See the Seavington History web site for more information.]   A plaque has recently been erected at his home in Aberdare, South Wales.
Councillor Madge advised that he had attend the Service for the Installation of the new Rector  – Rev Tom Handy – and had give him a Map of the Seavingtons.
1618. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS – WORKSHOP DATES – It was agreed that Councillors Madge and Lake would attend the meeting to be held on 25th October at Long Sutton Golf Club in order to help with the re-writing of The Village Plan.
1619. REPORT REGARDING NEW CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS – Councillors had seen a copy of the NALC suggestion but would look at the SSDC copy before making a decision
1620. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – Application No 12/02799/FUL – Mr H O’Neill – Erection of singled storey extension to rear of property and moving of chimney - permission granted
1621. ACCOUNTS
(a)  Balances  - Current A/c - £594.97 credit

Business Reserve - £14,2169.96 credit

(b) Payment requests -  
£750 to South Petherton PC for Lengthsman scheme




£385.63 KM Dike – grass cutting of Playing Field for August




£600 to Seavington Community Shop – see above

Councillor Parsons to ask KM Dike when contract finishes.  Some concerns had been expressed with regard to the state of the field this cutting season, although it is understood that this has been a problematical season.

(c)  Councillor Parsons advised that a new external Auditor – Grant Thornton UK LLP – had been appointed for the five years from 2012/13
1622. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 23rd October 2012.  
Councillor Parsons also advised that she would be away for the November meeting.  Agreed unanimously that the date for this meeting should be changed to 20th November 2012 
Meeting closed at  9.25pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Date …………………………










