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As I sit down to write this editorial it feels to me as if the world around us 
is changing in a significant and probably irreversible direction. 
 
We have the turmoil in the Near and Middle East which poses an 
immediate threat to our current hydrocarbon energy and fuel supplies as 
well as an increase in the threat of terrorism together with the after effects 
of Japan’s earthquake and tsunami which may delay or even halt the 
possibility of electrical energy from nuclear sources. 
 
Whatever the outcome on these fronts we can expect our mobility to be 
savagely decreased because of fuel shortages and high prices. Further, we 
could find our home comforts impacted by the same cause and face the 
inability to afford electricity as an alternative for either heating, or lighting 
and the many electrical appliances that make our lives so much easier than 
folk in earlier generations. 
 
It is hard to recall that many UK country areas like ours did not receive a 
proper mains electricity supply until the 1950s. 
 
Thus, our lives will change; we will not travel as much as we do today and 
we may well have to change our lives in other ways. The community in 
which we live will become a more significant part of our lives and we may 
learn to share more with our neighbours, as our ancestors did. 
 
David Froome 

T h e  S e av i n g t o n s ’  N ew s  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!                       pm Friday 8th April 
                                  until am Monday 11th April 
 

 

The Latest Copy Date                       is the 15th April 
for the May 2011 issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 
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4th April 7.30 pm NADFAS meeting—Britain with Betjeman, 
talk by John Vigar—see p 6 

14th April  Gardening Club Discount Evening at 
Brimsmore Garden Centre—see p 4 

15th April 7.15 pm SPFA Easter Bingo—see p 7 

21st April 7.30 pm RSPB Group—Life on a Seychelles Island with 
250,000 birds. Talk by Sally Mills—see p 24 

24th April 2.00 pm -
5.00 pm 

Easter Flower Festival at St Michael’s Church 
see p 5 

25th April 10.00 am - 
5.00 pm 

Easter Flower Festival at St Michael’s Church 
see p 5 

29th April 7.30 pm Royal Wedding Village Celebratory Family 
Barn Dance & Ceilidh—see p 24 

7th May 7.30 pm St Michael’s Seavington Church Trust concert 
by Avon & Somerset Constabulary Choir p 8 

Regular Activities  

Every Monday 6.30pm Young People’s Group—all ages 

1st  Saturday 9.00 am—
2.00 pm 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust Book Sale at 
2, Winchester Cottages (opposite The Volunteer) 

3rd Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Café  

Tuesday 9.30 am In term time: Parents, babies & Toddlers Group 

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and 
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village 
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and let 
them keep in touch as well. 

 
www.theseavingtons.org 

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — A p r i l  2 0 1 1  
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3rd April 11.15 am Mothering Sunday Family Eucharist 

10th April 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10th April 11.15 am Family Service* 

17th April 11.15 am Holy Communion 

24th April 8.00 am Easter Day Holy Communion (BCP)  

24th April 11.30 am Easter Day Family Eucharist 

The Rev David Jasper’s office telephone number is 01460 240377 
Associate Priest: Rev D Fyfe: 01460 241977 

* A 45 minute service for children to join in or to amuse themselves in 
the play area 

 Editorial: David Froome  
 Advertising: Heather Scott 
 Production:  David & Wendy Eliot, Angela Englefield & Anne Kinch 
 Technical & web-site support: Eugene Mulligan 
 Graphics & Visual Support: George Brown 
  

Village web-site:www.theseavingtons.org 
 
Contributions to both the Seavingtons’ News and the web-site are welcomed. 
You may submit electronically or by handwritten or typed manuscript to the 
editor at the address on page 1. Please do not hesitate to telephone David 
Froome on 01460 249445 if you have any questions. 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £90  £10  

½ Page  £45  £5  

¼ Page  £25  £3  

Advertising enquiries to: Heather Scott, 01460 241437 
news@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n — S e r v i c e s  
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Seavington Gardening Club 
Secretary: Ry Coffman (01460 240004) 

 
10 March 2011 – Talk on ‘Gardening in Victorian England’ by 
Sarah Darlington 
 
Sarah gave us a fascinating insight into how the changing economic and 
social situation in the late 18th century impacted on Victorian Gardening. 
Through improved availability of gardening literature and  the mass 
production of cheap goods it became possible for a far greater number of 
people to indulge in gardening.  
 
With the invention of the Wardian Case,  plant hunters were better able 
to return a huge range of exotic plants back home. And with relatively 
cheap greenhouses it was possible for gardeners to cultivate a far greater 
display in their gardens. Gardening style was somewhat eclectic, and later 
considered gaudy,  during the Victorian period with gardeners drawing on 
influences from all across the Empire. 
 
The talk concluded with a brief history into the introduction of tea into 
the country and how through deception and theft we are now able to 
enjoy a cup of tea without bankrupting the country! 
 
Flower of the Month:  
 

1. Jane Wyatt; 2. Kate Mulligan; 3. David Wills  
 
Next Meeting: 
 
We took a number of bookings for the trip on 14 April to the discount 
shopping evening at Brimsmore Garden Centre (25% off) followed by a 
buffet which is £10.25per person however there are still places available 
for anyone wishing to join us.  Please contact Ry to book a place and 
drop the money through her door. 
 
On the evening of the 14th April Ry will be taking bookings for the trip on 
May 12th at 7pm to The Old Barn, Netherbury, near Beaminster – entry 
£4, buffet to follow (to be arranged). If you would like to go, please 
contact Ry to book a place. 
 
Arrangements for our 30th Anniversary Tea Party celebrations on 25th 
June are well underway with the invitations sent and the cakes and 
sandwiches ordered! 
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Welcome to our EASTER FLOWER FESTIVAL 

St. Michael’s Church, School Lane, Seavington 
 

Sunday 24th April 2-5(ish!) & 
 

Monday 25th April 10-5(ish!) 
 

Come & celebrate Easter with us in our lovely Church 
Delight in the story of Easter represented by original floral 
arrangements.  Light refreshments, including tasty cakes 

and biscuits will also be available for you to enjoy. 
 

Proceeds to the Church. 

We took a number of bookings for the trip to the RHS  Malvern Autumn 
Show on Sunday 25th September. There are however still places available 
so please contact Ry if you would like to come along. The cost will be 
£12 entrance and £10 for the coach per person. 
 
Ry has also asked members for suggestions of talks and outings for the 
2012 programme which she will be planning soon. 
 
And finally Julie reminded members of the Plant Sale on Saturday 14th May 
at 10am and encouraged members to keep busy sowing seeds and potting 
up plants to sell on the day. 
 
For future meeting and event dates please see the Seavington village 
website (www.theseavingtons.org) 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust 
Book, Plant & Bric-a-Brac sale:  

 

2nd April 2011 
 

at 2, Winchester Cottages (Opposite The Volunteer) 
 

New and Second-hand Books 
Selection of bric-a-brac 

A great selection for children of all ages from stories to study! 
NB—Open 9.00 am to 2.00 pm—please come and browse 



The Seavingtons’ News 

 

6 

Neroche Decorative and Fine Arts Society 
 

On the Road to Mandalay…………………………… 
 

At a recent meeting of Neroche DFAS, members and visitors were 
able to enjoy the arts, architecture and crafts of Burma from the 
comfort of their chair in Seavington Millennium Hall. The speaker, 
Philip Halkin, explored the many diverse aspects of Burma and gave 
a brief history of the country from pre-British times to the present 
and relations between the ruling central Burmans and the many 
periphery hill dwelling tribes. 
 
The next meeting of the Society will be held on Monday 4 April at 
7.30pm at Seavington Millennium Hall. The subject will be “Britain 
with Betjeman” and speaker will be John Vigar, an architectural 
historian. If you are not a member and would like to attend please 
contact the Chairman, Ian Thornton, on 01460 239670.        

Seavington Gardening Club 
 

Annual Plant Sale 
 

Saturday 14th May 
 

10.00 to 11.30am 
 

Seavington Millennium Hall, 
Water Street, Seavington 

 
Entrance Free 

 
Raffle - Refreshments 

 
Doors Open 8.30am for Plants 
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SPFA Lottery 
 

February 2011 Winners 
 

First Prize £40 - No 46 Lucy Parsons 
 

Second Prize £20 - No 148 Mrs S Riley 
 

Third Prize £10 - No 42 Jan Yolland 

Easter Bingo 
 

Seavington Millennium Hall 
 

Friday 15th April  
 

Doors Open 6.45pm - Eyes Down 7.15 pm 
Seasonal Prizes - Refreshments 
Free  Admission - All Welcome 

 
SPFA  Charity Number 268986 

MARKET FOR LOCAL PRODUCERS 
Barrington Village Hall 

10 am  - 12 noon 
STALLS INCLUDE:  LOCAL CHEESES, CAKES, BREAD, 

VARIETY OF NATURALLY BRED MEATS,  PLANTS, 
ORGANIC VEG, COMMUNITY STALL and MORE. 

23rd April and monthly on the 4th Saturday 
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St. Michael’s Church Seavington Trust 
Registered Charity No: 1068251 

 
Alastair Fyfe (01460-241977) 

 
Our next fundraising event will be on Saturday, 7th May 2011 when the 
 

Avon & Somerset Constabulary Male Voice Choir 
 
will give a concert in the Church of St Peter and St Paul, South Petherton. 
The Concert will start at 7.30 pm. 
 
The Choir, which will be supported by a solo guest singer, gave a 
Concert in South Petherton last year which was a huge success. Those 
who came to it were full of praise for the choir. They were entertained 
to a superb programme of music with lots of well-known tunes as well as 
the traditional ones. Tickets will cost £6 and will be on sale from early 
April. 
 
Don’t miss the opportunity to hear this highly acclaimed choir! If you 
would like to know more about them, including their repertoire, go to 
www.policechoir.co.uk 

Shepton Beauchamp Pre-School 
 

Heather Copeland (0776 543 7301) 
 
With Spring well and truely here we have enjoyed watching our daffodils 
and crocus grow in our Pre‐school garden and we are looking forward to 
planting our new raised bed at the Cowleaze Project. Many thanks to all 
concerned for allowing this to happen. The children have been watching 
the  project  grow  and  helped  to  plant  some  of  the  trees, watched  the 
diggers moving  the earth and watched  the gardeners  create  the  raised 
beds. Here's hoping the Wine and Wisdom evening goes well, will let you 
know the outcome next month and will be able to report on the visit to 
Barrington  court.  The  children will  be  creating  again  this  Easter  for  a 
competition and  look forward to our  little Easter Service  in Church with 
Father Geoff before the Easter holidays.  
 
We will be welcoming new ‐3's after the Easter break and again after half 
term which  is  very  exciting  as  they move  up  from  the  Toddler Group. 
Spaces still available please contact us on the above number  if you have 
any enquiries. HAPPY EASTER TO YOU ALL  
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M W Layzell (Builders) Ltd 
   

Office @ The Barn Yard, West Street, Seavington St Mary 
Conservation and new works undertaken 

Visit our website to view our gallery 
www.mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 

 

Tel: 0845 0946 118 or 01460 242053; e-mail: office@mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
 

‘Building on Established Foundations’ 

Monday to Friday 9 am to 6 pm 
 

Saturday 9 am to 5 pm 

GARDENS FOREVER GROWING 
DO YOU NEED A HELPING HAND? 

PLANTING ,HEDGING, PRUNING, MINOR TREE WORK. 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN CARE. 
☎ PHIL: 01460 242277 
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Private Car Hire 
 

Get to those important appointments 
Hospital, Doctor, Dentist 

Local Airports, Railway Stations 
Bus Stations, Ferries & Cruise Ships 

Packets & Documents Delivered 
 

Strictly Pre-booked 
Call Nigel on 01460 72177 

A U T O-M O B I L E 
C R A S H R E P A I R S 

(Established over 35 years) 
 

For all your vehicle body repairs from bumper scratches 
To a full re-spray of cars and light commercials 

 

Our estimates are free 
■ 

Free delivery and pickup service 
■ 

Courtesy car available 
■ 

Insurance approved 
 

Contact Gary James on  
01935 823694 or 07971 537533 

 
Parrett Works, Martock, on South Petherton to Martock Road 

www.automobilecrashrepairs.co.uk 
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Photocopy & Laminating 
Ink Cartridges & Paper 
Tuition & Support 
Home & Business 

Repairs and Upgrades 
New Systems & Laptops 
Virus Prevention 
Web Design 

01460 
53613 Computer Services 

10 West St. 
Ilminster 

www.ios-tech.com 

Your local computer shop - for friendly, professional advice 

CANINE SERVICES 
 

Dog Grooming 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 
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HATHA 

YOGA 

SEAVINGTON 

Millennium hall 

Tuesdays 

6.30—8.00 pm 

FRIDAYS 

10.00—11.30 am 

Yoga is for everyone. It improves strength, flexibility, balance and concentration. It 

relaxes the body and calms the mind. Postures are modified or extended to match your 

own level of fitness and ability. We also work with the breathing techniques of yoga and 

end the class with a period of relaxation. 
 

For more information contact Sandra Harvey (BWY DIP) on 01460 281883 

B W Taxis Ltd 
01460 53400 

 

Airports, Docks, Stations 
 

6 & 8 seat wheelchair accessible vehicles available 

WISHING WELL CUPCAKES 
 

 

Luxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Brownies, Cookies & Slices 
 

Large Parties to Small Gifts  ◦  Special Occasions & Events 
Wedding Cupcake Towers ◦ Birthday & Anniversary Number Cakes 

Quality Ingredients – Organic Flour, Butter & Cocoa, Local Free Range Eggs 
 

Contact Sarah – 01460 241320 / 07709194559 
www.wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk    mail@wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk 

 

Fully registered & Inspected with South Somerset District Council 
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JIMMY 
JAMES 

  

WOODWORK 
 
   

Carpentry and Joinery including 

• Built- in wardrobes, cupboards, 
     bookcases, cabinets, furniture 
     and workstations 
• Kitchen refurbishments 
• Part or fully finished 
• Designed, made and installed 
     with care 
 

Puckington, Ilminster 
Phone: 01460 53889 

YARCOMBE 
WOODLAND 

PRODUCTS Ltd 

GATE & FENCING 
MANUFACTURERS 

TEL: 01460 76238 
Hinton St George TA17 8TN 

 

 

* Standard or Made to 
size in pressure treated 
timber 
* Stock Fencing 
* Seated Arbours 
* Post & Rail 
* Chain Link 
* Panel & Trellis 
* Garden Furniture 
* Treated Sawn Timber 
Open: Mon-Fri 8-5pm 
            Sat 8-12 noon 
Closed for Lunch 
            1.00-1.30pm 

 

 
 
 
 

Routine Service or Emergency Repair—No job too big or too small 
Local family run garage with old fashioned values 

 

Unit 8c, Lopen Business Park, Mill Lane, Lopen, TA13 5JS 
07908 738071 or 07908 695744 ◊ www.ccmotors.net 

CC Motors 
 

Service—Repair—MOT 
CC Motors 
 

Service—Repair—MOT 

 
 
 
 

Routine Service or Emergency Repair—No job too big or too small 
Local family run garage with old fashioned values 

 

Unit 8c, Lopen Business Park, Mill Lane, Lopen, TA13 5JS 
07908 738071 or 07908 695744 ◊ www.ccmotors.net 

CC Motors 
 

Service—Repair—MOT 

 
 
 
 

Routine Service or Emergency Repair—No job too big or too small 
Local family run garage with old fashioned values 

 

Unit 8c, Lopen Business Park, Mill Lane, Lopen, TA13 5JS 
07908 738071 or 07908 695744 ◊ www.ccmotors.net 

CC Motors 
 

Service—Repair—MOT 
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From our PCSO 
 

Rachel Napper (0845 456 7000) 
 

Rise in metal related theft  
 
There has been a rise in the area of metal related theft and the theft of 
gas bottles. There has been an incident of the theft of a gas bottle from a 
property in Seavington so the Police are asking that people do not leave 
gas bottles in view to avoid opportunists to take advantage and steal 
them. 
 
Ways to contact the Police  
 
How people want to contact the police is changing; most people now get 
in touch by phone, by going online or sometimes by seeing an officer in 
person when it’s convenient for them. 
 
Reflecting this change, we have recently announced plans for the front 
office at Somerton police station to be open for appointments only by 
June this year. 
 
Instead of expecting you to come to us at specific times, we will be more 
flexible and visible meeting people in places they already go as part of 
their daily routine. 
 
If you want to meet an officer, you can attend a beat surgery or book an 
appointment by calling us on: 0845 4567000. This can take place at the 
police station, at home, at work or wherever is easier for you. This is 
why the post box has been installed in the Seavington Store, to make 
contacting me easier and more convenient for you.  
 
Fake email scams  
 
Police are warning people who sell goods on auction sites to beware of 
email scammers. Anyone using these on-line sites should be aware of the 
dangers of sending out goods before you have received any money. One 
scam, that seems to be happening more frequently, involves people 
visiting sites such as E-Bay, Trade It or Gumtree, posing as genuine 
buyers and tricking people into sending their property to an address, 
(normally overseas) in the belief it has already been paid for. The fake 
buyers offer a price for something they want and then say they will make 
a payment through PayPal. However, these fake buyers then send sellers 
fraudulent PayPal emails that look very genuine. The email claims to be a 
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Village Mart 
Village Mart is offered as a free service to residents of The Seavingtons for sales of a 
non-commercial nature. Just contact the editor—see page 1 for details. 

notification of funds pending that will be paid into the sellers' PayPal 
account as soon as a tracking reference number is given to ensure the 
items have already been posted. The sellers then post off their property 
and email the tracking number in the belief that the money has already 
been paid and is waiting to be transferred, but they never see a penny. 
The best way to avoid being a victim of this type of fraud is to not send 
any goods out until you can see the funds in your PayPal account.If you 
can't see it, simply wait.  

Calling all kind, generous people making cakes and 
other goodies for the Easter Flower Festival at St. 
Michael's Church 
 
If you are one of the very kind people that has offered to make 
something for this village event at the Church, it would be wonderful if 
you could bring them along to the Church sometime after 10 a.m. on 
Saturday 23rd April, where someone will be able to take them.  
 
If there is a problem, please ring Sheila Riley on 242778 and we will try to 
make other arrangements. 
 
If you haven't yet thought of donating a cake or biscuits, but feel you'd 
like to, then we will be more than willing to accept your kind generosity! 
 
A big 'Thank You' in advance to you all.  

Village Breakfast 
 

There will be no Village Breakfast at the Village Store and Café during 
April. 

Homes required for about 19 six month old fish. Not sure of breed 
– several different type were breeding when I took the eggs out last 
year! Some look yellow goldfish, some white gold fish, some carp. 
All nice condition – been kept in an indoor tank over the winter – I 
need to retrieve the space. All about 3-4 inches long.  Call 01460 
241223. 
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Secret World 
 
After the floods in Wales in February 2011 three tiny three-day-old 
badger cubs were found crying, hungry and cold in a metal barrel by a 
couple out working on their land in a flood hit area; their mum was 
nowhere to be seen. Secret World staff believe she detected the 
oncoming flood danger - as animals often sense disasters before they 
strike - and moved them to higher ground to stop them from drowning.  
 
When she did not come back for them Secret World were contacted to 
ask for advice and they are now being cared for at the centre, when they 
arrived they weighed just 2 ozs each and were the tiniest cubs ever seen 
by charity founder Pauline Kidner and her team. 
 
Because of their light weight and the need to measure them carefully the 
two females and one male have been named Lavender, Saffron and 
Nutmeg after spices used for cooking. "They're the first of the year and 
it’s a nice message for everyone that Spring is just around the corner," 
said Pauline. 
 
Now the babies are being kept in an incubator and will be fed special milk 
for the first five weeks before being moved into a cubby hole in Pauline’s 
farmhouse kitchen. Here they will be provided with a heat lamp, fleeces 
and even a webcam, which can be seen at www.secretworld.org.  
 
Once they have grown big enough, they will be free to roam around the 
kitchen until they are ready to be weaned from their milk and moved 
eventually to a nearby enclosure. From here, the lucky trio will be 
transferred to a pen in the “millie building” at the centre and then onto a 
grassy pen where all human contact will be limited and they will be free 
to learn survival skills like digging and foraging before being released into 
the wild. 
 
Over the Easter weekend, April 22nd-25th, Secret World is open to the 
public for the first time in 2011. This is the ‘Badger Bonanza Wild 
Weekend’ and is the only time of year that the public get a chance to 
see these beautiful creatures up close. This is when the young badgers 
are being bottle fed at the centre - which is the largest badger cub rearing 
unit in the country. Visitors will be able to view some of the casualty and 
rehabilitation pens via the Secret World CCTV system.  Ferret racing, a 
play area, beehive observation tank, wildlife education tent, animal talks 
and displays are also a part of any visit.   
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This weekend, and the other four open weekends throughout the year, 
provide a fantastic visitor experience by allowing the general public to see 
some of the round the clock work that goes on at the rescue centre.  
 
2011 Open Weekends: 
 
Badger Bonanza - April 22nd, 23rd, 24th and 25th  
Wildlife Babies - May 28th, 29th and 30th  
Nature’s Hunters - June 25th and 26th  
Tortoises & Hedgehogs - July 30th and 31st  
Animal Bonanza- August 27th, 28th and 29th 
Healing Weekend - 8th, 9th and 10th of July 
 
You will find Secret World at: New Road, East Huntspill, Highbridge, 
Somerset, TA9 3PZ or at ww.secretworld.org. 

Somerset College is offering… 
 
FREE flexible courses in both Maths and English leading towards a 
nationally recognised qualification at either Level 1 or Level 2 (equivalent 
to a grade C in GCSE). Perhaps you would like to build your confidence 
or just ‘brush up’ your skills in Maths and English, especially if your child is 
at or will be starting primary or secondary school. Sometimes your 
child’s homework can feel as if it is written in a foreign language!  
 
The qualifications can also help improve your employment prospects as 
they are highly valued by employers.  
 
The college is offering flexible teaching hours, including evenings. Group 
numbers are often small affording the support you need and you learn in 
a very relaxed environment.  
 
Why not contact the college for an informal chat and maybe arrange an 
appointment to go along and see what it can offer you. 
  
Remember the courses are completely FREE – there are no hidden costs.  
 
Contact Gail, Karen or Victoria at Somerset College on 01823 366462 or 
email learningworkshop@somerset.ac.uk for further information 
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Professional Window Cleaning Service 
 

Regular and friendly service 
 

Please contact David on 07882 341450 

 RICHARD CLIFTON 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

Interior and exterior work 
Free written estimates or quotations 
Good preparation; Attention to detail 

 
Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 
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 Welcome to the 

New Inn 
Warm & Friendly Welcome 

Bed & Breakfast 
A la Carte Menu 

Local Ciders & Fine Wines 
Monthly Quiz Night 

Large car park  

18th Century Traditional Public House 
Picturesque Beer garden 

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials 
Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales 

Richard’s Home Made Sunday  
Lunch Roasts  

Open 7 days a week  
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm) 

6.00pm – 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm) 
 

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413  
www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk 

 

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ  
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Andrew Lodge 
 Plumbing and Heating   

 

Central Heating and Boiler Specialists; Replace / Install oil tanks  
Bathrooms & en suites designed & installed 

 

All general plumbing work undertaken  

Tel:  01460 249150       Mob: 07798 502367 

www.townandcountryhardware.co.uk 

 
SILVER STREET ▪ ILMINSTER 
Telephone: ILMINSTER 52506 

HOUSEWARES ▪ELECTRICAL GOODS AND ACCESSORIES ▪ HANDTOOLS ▪ PAINT ▪ POWERTOOLS 
TIMBER & BOARD ▪ STEELWARE ▪ CHINA & GLASS ▪ IRONMONGERY ▪ KEY CUTTING 

HANDY GAS & PARAFFIN ▪ HAGERTY CLEANING MACHINE HIRE 
 

MOST ITEMS AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
 

TRY US! WE’RE JUST DOWN THE ROAD ▪ DELIVERY SERVICES 

R.P.M MOBILE VALETING CO 
 

CAR, MOTORCYCLE, VAN, 4X4, CARAVAN SPECIALIST 
  

Paul Chambers, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster 
  

For a free quote please call 
Tel: 01460 241398; Mobile: 07963 853968 
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Clapper Hay ▫ Church Street ▫ Merriott ▫ Somerset TA16 5PR 
 

Tel: 01460 74612  Fax: 01460 76222  Email: rawicks@lineone.net 
www.wicksheating.co.uk 

VAT No: 785-3519-93 

 
 
 
 

Spencer Chapman —Tel: 01935 823006; Mobile: 07766 751971 
 

◊    Gas & Oil Heating Systems  ◊    Bathrooms/showers/kitchens 

◊    Servicing & Landlord safety checks ◊    Underfloor heating installation 

◊    All general plumbing 

SNC PLUMBING 

& HEATING 

Beautiful & Unique  
Handmade Bags & Accessories 

 
Chris’s Studio Originals / Jhasper Limited Editions / Tailor Made Service 

  
Please visit our website or contact us directly for more 

information or to discuss your own ideas or requirements 
  

Jhasper Limited, Farlands Barn, Water Street, Seavington St Michael, 
ILMINSTER, Somerset, TA190QH. Tel: (01460) 240818 

Website: www.jhasper.co.uk—Email: info@jhasper.co.uk 
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Marilyn Hills       -     Core Process Psychotherapy 
 

Time to give yourself some attention 
 
I have many years of experience working with people who have suffered from: 

 
● Depression    ● Anxiety disorders  

● Grief and Loss    ● Anger 

● Domestic Violence  ● Family and relationship breakdown 

 

Contact me for free introductory session on : 01460 249176 
View my Website : www.psychotherapy‐4‐you.co.uk 
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Celebrate the Royal Wedding! 
 

Join your fellow Seavingtonians at a 
 

Family Barn Dance & Ceilidh 
 

for all ages; come as a family 
 

Seavington Millennium Hall 
Friday 29th April 2011; 7.00 pm until 11.00 pm 

 

Fully Licensed Bar 
 

Music by JEROKA 
(www.jeroka.co.uk) 

 
Tickets available in advance from the Village Store 

Adults £7; Under 16 £4; Family £20 to include Rustic Supper 
£9 and £6 at the door 

SOUTH SOMERSET RSPB LOCAL GROUP 
 
LIFE ON A SEYCHELLES ISLAND – with 250,000 seabirds! 

 
An illustrated talk presented by Sally Mills, who in 2007 took a two year 
contract to manage a seabird island in the Seychelles.  The talk will focus 

on the marvellous birds and also life on the island. 
 

Thursday 21st April – 7.30pm – The Millennium Hall, Seavington 
 

Entry: group members £2.50, non-group members £3.50, under 18’s free. 
(tea/coffee & biscuits included).  Wheelchair access. 

 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

 
For further details contact: Denise Chamings (Group Leader) on 240740 

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southsomerset 
 

Registered Charity: England & Wales No. 207076, Scotland No. SC37654. 
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Holy Week Services 
The Parish of South Petherton with the Seavingtons 

Monday 18th April 
Day of Cleansing 

7.15 pm St Mary’s Church, Seavington* 

Tuesday 19th April 
Day of Teaching 

7.15 pm Still to be decided 

Wednesday 20th April 
Day of waiting 

7.15 pm St Michael’s Church, Seavington 

Thursday 21st April 
Sign of Christ’s humility 

7.15 pm St Peter & St Paul’s, South Petherton 

Friday 22nd April 
Good Friday 
Litany and meditation 

9.00 am St Michael’s Church, Seavington 

Friday 22nd April 
Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross 

10.00 am St Peter & St Paul’s, South Petherton 

Friday 22nd April 
Good Friday 
7 words from the Cross 

12 noon St Peter & St Paul’s, South Petherton 

* Please bring a torch and wrap up warmly 

Wanted  
 
A volunteer to occasionally ring the St Michael's Church bells on Sunday 
morning is required!  
 
Naomi Long has been doing this for the past 6 months or so, but she has 
recently returned to her work in East Anglia. So, we need a replacement. 
Our thanks go to her for helping us out.  
 
You will be surprised how quickly one learns to ring the bells and no 
great strength is needed. The requirement takes up about 30 minutes of 
your time, on a Sunday morning, once or twice a month. That is all!  
 
Anybody interested, please contact Alastair Fyfe (01460-241977). 
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Visit  Seavingtons’ Community Shop and Café 
 
 
 
 
 
There’s always a warm welcome in the café and a choice of 
delicious cakes, teas and coffees, as well as freshly –made light 
lunches. 
 
In the shop we sell Apples, Bread, Chocolate, Dog food, Eggs, 
Frozen meals, Greetings cards, Hummus, Ice creams, Jelly, 
Ketchup, Loo roll, Milk, Newspapers, Orange juice, Pasta, 
Quorn, Rice, String, Tea & coffee, Unsmoked (and smoked) 
bacon, Vegetables, Washing powder, Xtra strong mints, and 
Yazoo. But we don’t sell ANYTHING beginning with Z ! 

 
Opening Times: 

Monday-Friday  8.30am– 6pm; Saturday  9am– 3pm 
01460 249730 

Over The Counter 
News from our Community Store and Café 

 
We have received a number of favourable comments about the store 
layout changes we told you about last month. We are now going to re-
organise some of the behind-the-scenes areas to allow our multi-purpose 
room to be used by various visiting services—more on this next month. 
 
In the meantime we have an attractive supply of Easter Eggs and 
chocolates to tempt adults and children, all at competitive prices—why 
not drop by and be tempted? 
 
Whilst on the subject of prices, there seems to be a misunderstanding 
that we are necessarily more expensive than the big supermarkets. This is 
certainly not the case; we supply a range of goods which can often be 
lower in price than the biggies. We also stock some better quality lines 
which cannot be compared easily because the biggies don’t use many 
local suppliers whereas we aim to provide local food wherever possible 
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Waxwing 
Bombycilla Garrulus (7˝) 

 
Annie (01460 241762) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the February meeting of the RSPB, waxwings were reported at the 
entrance to Johnson Park in Yeovil. They were perched high in the trees 
and the group stayed immobile for quite a long period; remaining on 
these trees for a number of days. 
 
The waxwing is a winter visitor to Western Europe from Northern 
Europe (ie Scandinavia) and Asia. Severe winters and shortage of food 
pushes them across the Channel from countries like Belgium and The 
Netherlands. Waxwings favour conifer and birch trees for their seeds. 
They also feed on berries like berberis, cotoneaster, pyracantha and 
rowan. Visits to gardens and parks are not unknown, especially if there 
are any apples around. Whilst feeding they are very acrobatic. Their flight 
action is similar to starlings. It is a fairly silent bird; only calling to each 
other in a feeble, high-trilling, “SIRRCEE”. 
 
The waxwing is an attractive bird with basic colouring of pale pinkish-
brown and darker on its upper parts; it has a fairly long and striking crest. 
The face has a black mask which gives a slightly severe expression. The 
throat is a short black bib edged with white and there is a short, slightly 
decurved bill. The lower back and rump are grey and the legs are black. 
The tail is also black but with a broad yellow tip with and underneath of 
lovely chestnut-brown. Now to the wings which have white and bright 
yellow markings and the secondary wing feathers bear blobs of red like 
“sealing wax”; hence the name Waxwing. 
 
On a dull winter’s day, when the weather has been rather harsh, take a 
second glance at the starlings—are there any red blobs on their wings? 

There is no time lie Spring, 
When life’s alive in everything, 
Before new nestlings sing, 
Before cleft swallows speed their journey back, 
Along the tireless track - 
God guides their wing, 
He spreads their table that they nothing lack - 
Before the daisy grows a common flower, 
Before the sun has power, 
To scorch the world up in his noontide hour. 
 

Chrisina Rossetti (1834-94) 
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The Seavingtons’ News wants to hear and publish your views on both the “News” itself 
and topics of importance or interest to our community. Please send your letters to the 
address on page 1. For legal reasons we must have the name and address of the writer 
but can publish over a pseudonym on request. 

Village Voice—letters to the editor 

The Seavingtons ’  Weather in  February 2011 

 This year—2011 Previous year—2010 

Temperature   

Average Minimum          3.67°C        1.21°C 

Average Maximum       10.41°C        7.15°C 

Average Mean         7.04°C        4.18°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total        46.5mm (1.86")       73.0mm (2.92") 

Yearly Total (to date)      130.3mm (5.21")       36.3mm (5.45") 

Dear Editor, 
 
Theft of gas bottle from Church Lane.  
 
One of my two 47 kg. Calor gas bottles was stolen on Friday 4th March 
at about 7 pm. The thieves cut the hose connecting the bottle to the 
regulator and carried the bottle away. They must have been two of them 
since the bottles are too heavy for one person to lift, and there was no 
evidence of dragging or rolling.  
 
Neither my dog Cholmondeley or the tenant's dog Hudson reacted, so 
they were very quiet. My dog can hear the postman's van hundreds of 
yards away! The first I knew about it was when the stew in the oven 
came out warm instead of boiling hot as normal. Strangely they took the 
nearly empty bottle rather than the full one next to it.  
 
Neighbours are advised to secure their bottles and similar exposed items 
with a stout chain and padlock. If you see a discarded 47 kg. (about 4' 6" 
tall) red gas bottle please let me know.  
 
John Schofield 



 
 
 
 

Your Independence is our business 

  ◊  Sales 
 
 ◊  Service 

 ◊  Hire 
 
 ◊  Repair 

Units 1 & 2, Great Western Road, Martock 
Telephone: 01935 826789 

Daily Living & Bathing Aids 
Rise Recliner Chairs & Beds 
Stair Lifts (In store demos) 

Cosy Feet Footwear 
Scooters—New, ex Demo and 2nd hand 

 (at greatly reduced prices) 
Power chairs 

Scooter, wheelchair, walking aid hire available 
Free catalogues on request 

In store & home demonstrations 
Free delivery 
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