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First, some good news! Our Village Youth Club is to re-open on Monday 
April 20th. You will find the details on page 19 of this issue of The 
Seavingtons’ News. Let us, as a community, offer advanced thanks to the 
volunteers who are making this possible. In a small, comparatively 
isolated rural community like ours, facilities for our youngsters are both 
more essential and more difficult to provide than in urban areas. 
 
Now, some not-so-good news. As you know, The Seavingtons’ News 
depends on all villagers supporting our monthly waste paper collection. 
Recently we have had some problems with under capacity and have taken 
steps to deal with the issue—details on page 5. 
 
This month we experimented with the placing of the skip to try and 
reduce its monthly impact on parking spaces. We will continue to adjust 
the skip position until we reach a sensible compromise. 
 
However, coinciding with our change of position, we attracted an 
arsonist who set fire to the contents late Friday evening or early Saturday 
morning. The Fire Brigade came out at four in the morning and dealt with 
the blaze but it will leave us short on our monthly 2 tonne target. 
 
In the longer term, if we see repeated vandalism of this, or any other, 
sort we shall have to abandon the waste paper collection and, ultimately, 
there may be no monthly magazine dropping through your letterbox. 
 
David Froome 
 

The  Seav i ng ton s ’  News  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!                     pm Friday 10th April
                                             until am Monday 12th April 
 
The Latest Copy Date                       is the 15th April 
for the next issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 
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All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall 

For bookings call 07914 710926 
For other Millennium Hall matters call Pauline Parsons on 01460 240193 

5th April 11.00 am Easter Day Service—p 8 

9th April 7.30 pm Gardening Club Talk by Martin Young: 
“Hostas, Heucheras & Hellebores”—p 21 

13th April Noon Seniors’ Lunch in the Village Café— p31 

16th April 7.30 pm RSPB Group Meeting Talk by Ed Drewitt: 
“New Zealand's Wild Gems” - p31 

20th April 6.30 pm The Village Youth Club reopens—p19 

20th April 7.00 pm Gardening Club: Visit to Brimsmore Garden 
Centre with talk –p21 

   

Regular Activities  

2nd  Monday Noon Pensioners’ Lunches in Village Café  

1st  Saturday 9.00 am—
2.00 pm 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust Book Sale 
at 2, Winchester Cottages (opposite The 
Volunteer) 

3rd Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café  

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and 
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village 
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and 
let them keep in touch as well. 

www.theseavingtons.org 

7th, 14th, 21st 
& 28th April 

2.30 pm Sport 50—pp 6 & 30 

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — F o r t h c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
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 Editorial:     David Froome & Maria Potts 
 Advertising:     Tony Beresford 
 Production:      Brian Edwards & Roger Clampitt 
 Technical & web-site support:  Eugene Mulligan 
 Graphics & Visual Support:   George Brown 
  

Village web-site:www.theseavingtons.org 
 

Any views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual authors and do 
not necessarily represent the views of the editorial team. Contributions are 
welcomed and may  be submitted electronically or in manuscript to the editor at 
the address on page 1. The contents of this village magazine are the copyright © 
of the Seavingtons' News unless the item concerned carries an alternative 
copyright assertion. However, all information on village activities and events may 
be freely reproduced.  
 

Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have 
any questions. 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £ 100  £ 12  

½ Page  £  50  £  6  

¼ Page  £  28  £  4  

Advertising enquiries to: adverts@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

   

29th March 11.00 am Palm Sunday Service 

5th April 11.00 am Easter Sunday Family Communion 

12th April 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

12th April 11.30 am Café Church at Seavington Café 

19th April 11.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

26th April 11.30 am Matins 

Rev Tom Handy telephone: 01460 240377; revdtomhandy@hotmail.com 

A complete list of all Holy Week services is on page 30 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n  
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David Clive Ades 1938—2015 

 
David moved to Seavington St. Michael in 1989, with his wife, Moira, and 
daughter, Fenella, after retiring early at the age of fifty, from a career in 
Banking. 
 
He spent most of his spare time working with music, which had been a 
passion since childhood. He was a founder member of the Robert 
Farnon Appreciation Society in 1956, and later became the Treasurer, 
Secretary and Editor of the Society’s magazine, Journal into Melody. He 
continued to run the Society until it finally disbanded in December 2014. 
In recent years he concentrated on compiling, and produced over 140 
CDs using music that was now free of copyright restrictions, to ensure it 
wasn’t lost for future generations of music lovers.  
 
David enjoyed, and entered fully into, village life in Seavington. He was 
the first Treasurer for the Playing Fields Committee which was formed 
to raise funds to build the new Millennium Hall.  He made a film of  the 
progress of the Hall as it was being built and a copy of this is now in the 
Hall and  Village archives.  
 
David willingly arranged a number of musical quizzes, as fund raisers for 
various village organisations, and these were eagerly anticipated and 
enjoyed by many. He was also a member of the Gardening Club, and will 
probably be remembered most for providing the cheese at the annual 
dinners!  
 
More recently, Friday lunchtimes were spent in the Volunteer Inn, 
where David and Moira were able to meet up with some friends and 
have a chat over a nice meal. 
 
He was a kind and loving husband and father, and a gentleman to all who 
knew him. 
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The Waste Paper Skip 
 

David Froome, Editor (01460 249445; news@theseavingtons.org) 
 
Most of our readers know that The Seavingtons’ News is produced by a 
voluntary team and delivered, free of charge, to every household and 
business in our two villages. This has been going on since the first issue was 
produced by Mesdames Alexander, Jack and Spencer in December1980. 
 
The costs of production are covered by a mix of advertising revenue and 
the proceeds of our monthly waste paper collection. Taken together, these 
sources of revenue have allowed us to make capital purchases of printing 
and finishing equipment and to give a series of grants to various village 
clubs and organisations. 
 
You will remember that we used to have two medium-sized skips each 
month and regularly provided 1½ skips of paper and card. A couple of 
years ago Viridor withdrew the second skip on the grounds that it was not 
economic for them to provide two. We managed to negotiate an 
arrangement where we always had a large, albeit covered, skip. 
 
Recently, we have found the single large skip is inadequate and a number of 
residents had to take their waste home. We believe that part of the 
problem is that it is not possible to fill a lidded skip right to the top. I am 
pleased to report that Viridor have agreed to provide an open-topped skip 
of the same size for the next few months. 
 
Another problem has been that unflattened empty cardboard boxes have 
been put into the skip occupying valuable space whilst adding little weight. 
May I ask that, in future, you to flatten any empty boxes or, alternatively, fill 
them with waste paper so as to save space. 
 
It would also help if early arrivals at the skip would place their waste at the 
rear rather than placing it close to the doors where it makes it difficult for 
others to place their waste further back. Once the skip is so full that paper 
is spilling out of the doors one of us closes the doors. With the open skip 
it will be possible to put waste into the top of the skip after the doors have 
been closed. 
 
The SPFA have asked us to try the skip in a new position this month. 
Please let us now your views on the new arrangement. 
 
May I ask you all to continue to save your waste and try the new 
arrangements? Without your help in this there might soon be no village 
magazine. 
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The Ten Commandments for Old Married Men  
 

by Verno 
 

Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy heart and with all thy mind and with 
all thy soul, for she is a jewel beyond compare; 
 
Thou shalt cherish thy children and thy grandchildren; 
 
Thou shalt eat what is set before thee, without complaint; 
 
Thou shalt always ensure that thou and thy wife singeth to the same score; 
 
Thou shalt listen; and not interrupt the discourse of others; 
 
Thou shalt always remember to do that which thy wife desireth: and stay 
not upon the execution thereof; 
 
Thou shalt do such works as pleaseth thy wife: and desist from that which 
displeaseth her; 
 
Thou shalt learn from thy mistakes; 
 
Thou shalt accept without demur thy wife’s opinion of thy manifold 
failings; 
 
Imprint these immutable laws of matrimony in thy Codex Geneticus that thy 
days may long be accounted in love, harmony  and peace. 

Sport 50 comes to Seavington 
 

As reported last month, Sport 50, a District Council scheme to help the 
over 50s keep fit, is coming to Seavington.  
 
Throughout April, on Tuesday afternoons, there will be taster sessions. 
The scheme will allow you to try a range of activities including badminton, 
short tennis, table tennis, new age curling, boccia and seated volleyball. 
 
There is no forward booking involved, just turn up at the Millennium Hall 
at 2.30 pm on Tuesdays 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th April. 
 
If you have any questions please call  Sam Wenden-de-Lira at South 
Somerset District Council on 01935 462346 
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Yellow Hammer 
 

Emberiza Citrinella 6½" 

 

Annie (01460 241762) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow Hammer is a corruption of “yellow ammer”, the German word 
for Bunting. In folklore, it is believed to be sacred to the sun god. It is not 
all that shy of people and you may observe quite closely, on the top of 
hedgerows, the male’s song of “little-bit-of-bread-and-no-cheese”. The 
song is heard from late February through to August. Another thing that is 
interesting to watch is the courtship. This includes a chase in which the 
cock pursues the hen in flight, at the end of which they may well fall the 
ground and mate. The male may also parade around the hen, wings and 
tail spread and his crest erect. Persistent fellow isn’t he? 
 
The Yellow Hammer is found on the edge of copses, woods and along 
hedgerows. It also favours open country especially in Winter when flocks 
will roam around fields of stubble. Their main food being the seeds of 
grasses, weeds and cereals. During the breeding season the young are fed 
on insects, larvæ and other invertebrates. 
 
Recognition is quite easy as the male has a bright yellow head (brown in 
Winter ) and underparts with chestnut streaks on the sides of the breast; 
the back is brown streaked with black. 
 
The wing-feathers are broadly edged with reddish-brown but the tail is 
darker with white edging. The female colouring is a much darker yellow 
but has distinctive dark markings on her head. 
 
The nest is a neat cup of grasses lined with hair, built by the female on or 
near the ground of hedges, bushes or even amongst brambles. 3– 5 
whitish eggs, with reddish spots, are laid from May through to August 
and there maybe as many as three broods. 

When earliest buds begin to bulge, his note, 
simple, reiterated oft, is heard 
On leafless briar, or half-grown hedgerow tree; 
Nor does he cease his note till Autumn’s leaves 
Fall fluttering round his golden head so bright. 
 

Anon 
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‘Flix in the Sticks’ 
 

Rosemary Tout (01460 72906) 
 

Hinton St. George ‘Flix in the Sticks’ presents ‘Mr Turner’ (12A), on 
Saturday, April 11th in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. Tickets £5 in advance 
from the Village Shop and Dorothy’s Tea Room, or, £5.50p on the door. 
To reserve Tickets please contact Bob Kefford on 01460 72563. 

The Seavington Playing Field Association 
 

Pauline Parsons, Chair (01460 240193) 
 
The Committee of the SPFA are very thankful that the Parish Council 
pays for the majority of the maintenance of the playing field and also for 
the verge alongside the field.  However, recently comments have been 
received about the state of the verge (which is actually a Highways verge 
and should be their responsibility to keep tidy—which we know would 
only happen once a year!!) caused by vehicles driving on to it and parking 
for long periods of time. 
 
This has become more of a concern over the last few months as the 
verge has been wet and vehicles are leaving deep tyre marks.  Now that 
the daffodils are showing many have been destroyed by such parking.  
These bulbs were planted some time ago by a number of residents who 
are trying to enhance the village surroundings and these residents are 
now saying “was the effort worth it”. 
 
Please can I ask that this verge is not used as a general car parking area?  
There are times when parking could be allowed in the Hall car park (if 
there is not a large function taking place).  You only need to contact the 
SPFA and ask. 

St. Michael’s Church, Seavington 
 

Easter Day 
 

Sunday 5th April 
 

Family Communion Service, 11.00 a.m. 
 

Please come and celebrate with us 
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SPFA Village Lottery 
 

Lesley Gudgeon (01460 240236) 
 

Following the draw for March we now have a break until June to collect 
the next ten months’ monies. 
 
The cost of a lottery number is £10 for the year. If you would like to play 
the Seavington Lottery please contact me, Lesley Gudgeon, on 01460 
240236.  Good luck to all who play! 

 

Here are the winners of the March 2015 SPFA Lottery draw: 
 
 First £35 Julian Bonning 

Second £20 Ellie Ash 

Third £15 Robert Northover 

Fourth £10 Sian Sainsbury 

Fifth £10 John Best 

 

 

 

 

 

The Seavingtons’ Celebrations 
To mark the 40th anniversary of the Playing Field 

and the 5th birthday of the Shop and Café  
                                              

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY! 
 

Saturday 25 / Sunday 26 July   Flower Festival at St Michael's Church. 

Monday 27 July - Monday 3 August    The Caravan Club Concert Band Rally 

Tuesday 28 July  Quiz Night in The Millennium Hall. All welcome.  

Thursday 30 July  A festive evening at The Volunteer with Morris Dancers 

Saturday 1 August    Have a Field Day - fun sports, stalls and games for all the 

family, followed by a feast and Proms in the Car Park. 

Sunday 2 August    Songs of Praise on the field followed by a picnic. 

 

PLEASE START SAVING YOUR BOOKS, TOYS AND BRIC-A-BRAC  

WE WILL ALSO BE ASKING FOR DONATIONS FOR THE 

 TOMBOLA AND BOTTLE STALL. Details to follow 
 

COME AND JOIN IN THE FUN! 
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Orchard News 
 

Karen Sutton (01460 249338; karenjsutton@hotmail.com) 
 
In the last newsletter, Pauline Parsons mentioned that some residents 
were talking to SSDC about improving the orchard behind St Mary’s 
Close, as it belongs to the district council and not to the village. 
 
In February, Lis Tope and I met Steven Fox, the Chief Horticultural 
Officer, to see what he thought would be achievable. He immediately 
noticed the two trees which have fallen down and suggested their 
removal. He felt the three remaining trees could be lightly trimmed at 
the correct time and that we could plant a number of local variety apple 
trees in the autumn, as some people have suggested. Alternatively, you 
may have other ideas about how to improve the area for the good of the 
whole village. 
 
Lis and I also asked that SSDC clear some growth at the far boundary of 
the site to leave a wild area that is safer. This could also be planted with 
wild flowers and bulbs. We may involve a group of people at a later date 
to clear rubbish that has accumulated there. 
 
We welcome suggestions from village residents, as planning is at a very 
early stage. I am currently looking for funding which Steve Fox has said 
he could supplement to purchase planting. 
 
If you have suggestions or comments to make, please contact me via 
email, see above. 

St Michael's Church 
 

Manda Jaggers (240554 & Carol Talbot 241478) 
 

A beautiful old wooden cross has been rescued at St Michael's 
Church.  It stands over 5 feet tall and we would like it to be 
decorated for Easter.  Please bring along posies of flowers to our 
Easter Day Family Communion service at 11am.  
 
If you cannot be there, you are welcome to bring them to the 
church on Easter Saturday afternoon or contact one of the 
Churchwardens.  
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Seavington 

 

Conservation and new works undertaken 
Visit our website to view gallery: www.mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
Tel: 01460 249468 or e-mail: office@mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 

WISHING WELL CUPCAKESWISHING WELL CUPCAKESWISHING WELL CUPCAKESWISHING WELL CUPCAKES    
    

Luxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Cookies and BakesLuxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Cookies and BakesLuxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Cookies and BakesLuxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Cookies and Bakes    
    

Special Occasions and Events ◦ Large Parties to Small Gifts   

Wedding Cupcake Towers ◦ Birthday and Occasion Cakes 

Quality Ingredients - Organic Flour, Butter & Cocoa, Local Free Range Eggs 
 

Contact Sarah – 01460 241320 / 07709194559 

www.wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk    mail@wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk 
 

Fully registered & 5 Star Rating with South Somerset District Council 

LIFT WEST MOT & 

TYRE CENTRE 

 

Class 4 - £40 
 

Cars, Taxis, Minibuses up to 12 seats, Goods Vehicles not exceeding 

3000KG DGW, Motor Caravans & Dual Purpose Vehicles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lift West Ltd, Lopen Head Business Park,  

Lopen Head, TA13 5JH 

Tel: 01460242400 Email: mot@liftwest.com 

Also available Class 5 and Class 7 

Also  Available  Air  Conditioning 

All  Vehicle  Repairs  Undertaken 
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A U T O-M O B I L E 
C R A S H R E P A I R S 

(Established over 35 years) 
 

For all your vehicle body repairs from bumper scratches 
To a full re-spray of cars and light commercials 

 

Our estimates are free 
■ 

Free delivery and pickup service 
■ 

Courtesy car available 
■ 

Insurance approved 
 

Contact Gary James on  
01935 823694 or lgnatkel@hotmail.com  

 
Parrett Works, Martock, on South Petherton to Martock Road 

www.automobilecrashrepairs.co.uk 

 Jimmy 
James 
CARPENTRY 
& FURNITURE 

 

SINCE 1989 
 

Built-in wardrobes...cabinets… 
Bookcases...kitchens… 

Individually designed and made 
 

For a free quotation 
‘phone me on 

Ilminster (01460) 53889 

BRAND NEW NURSERY  

NOW OPEN! 

 

 

 

 

 

Idyllic farmyard setting 

Ages 2-5 limited places available 
 

07936555676 
 

info@littlebootsdaynursery.co.uk 
 

www.littlebootsdaynursery.co.uk 
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Clapper Hay ▫ Church Street ▫ Merriott ▫ Somerset TA16 5PR 
 

Tel: 01460 74612  Fax: 01460 76222  Email: rawicks@lineone.net 

www.wicksheating.co.uk 

VAT No: 785-3519-93 

 

RICHARD CLIFTON 

PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
 

Interior and exterior work 

Free written estimates or quotations 

Good preparation; Attention to detail 
 

Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 

 

 

 

 

 

Here to help with all your cleaning and Ironing needs.  

From regular weekly, fortnightly, monthly cleans, one-off 

Spring cleans, new builds and end of tenancy cleans.  

Ironing collection service available. 

Fully insured uniformed and DBS checked. 

Call Jo  01460 261 600                     07855 427 486 

flutterbyhelpers@gmail.com   www.flutterby helpers.co.uk  
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CANINE SERVICES 
 

Dog Grooming 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 

01460 
200 000 

10 West Street 
Ilminster 

Friendly, professional advice in plain English 

For Home & Business 

www.monkeypuzzlecomputers.com 
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Purpose built canine hydrotherapy facility in Donyatt 

Large, heated pool and state of the art underwater treadmill 

                   All treatments carried out by a qualified hydrotherapist 

Evening and weekend appointments available 

Conditions treated include: 

♦ Arthritis 

♦ Cruciate injuries 

♦ Elbow and hip dysplasia 

♦ Patellar luxation  

♦ Obesity  

♦ General fitness 

Benefits include: 

♦ Improved range of motion 

of joints 

♦ Increased muscle strength 

and tone  

♦ Reduced swelling  

♦ Improved circulation 

Dogs at Donyatt, Donyatt Garage, Donyatt, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 0RG 

T: 01460 55151 E: enquiry@dogsatdonyatt.co.uk www.dogs@donyatt.co.uk 

 

NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years 

All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum 

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit 
 

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 
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Farmers Diary for April 2015 
 

Farm Boy  
 
This morning March 12th I did something out of the usual; this involved 
taking a walk down to the village shop and back with my daughter. How 
come? Well I have managed to pick up a cold and did not want to pass it 
on, so as a precaution rather than chat indoors we decided to try and 
keep out in clear air. 
 
There was a stiff breeze but with a light jacket on the temperature was 
pleasant and judging by the daffodils and other plants including the weeds 
in my flower borders it seems spring is just around the corner.  
 
Had I not been feeling a bit under the weather, I would have been at the 
farm trying to help wrap up the last of our winter’s hedge laying 
operations. With less than thirty yards left on a double bank it should 
not take us to long. 
 
From a drawer in my rather untidy office I have pulled out my first farm 
accounts book running from March 1966 until August 1977. In April 1966 
I had just taken over the farm as a tenant and had borrowed 100% of the 
capital needed to purchase my parents’ half share of the stock and 
equipment. Like many farmers’ sons of that era, I had worked at home 
for my board and lodging and a little pocket money. To give my parents 
their well earned due they kept a promise, it was made during 1955 
“One day half the stock and equipment would be mine” It took around 
ten years and it equalled £2000. 
 
Using this I am going to try and put modern times into some kind of 
perspective. How this will work out I have no idea. 
 
Let’s start with the milk cheque for April 1966 from our rather low 
yielding cross bred herd of thirty cows - £400.50. Referring to a second 
find from another cupboard, my 1966 diary, includes a record of the daily 
milk output from our then sixty acre holding. Total output for April 1966 
was 2456 gallons which is the equivalent of 11165 litres. The price per 
litre was 3.6 pence. In April 2015 average price should average around 25 
pence per litre; some being paid more others less, this depending on who 
is buying the individual producer’s milk. During 1966 the milk prices were 
regulated by the, now defunct, Milk Marketing Board so at that time the 
basic price was common to all producers, other than those who kept 
Channel Island breeds because of their high butter fat production that 
earned a premium.  
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According to the figures the milk price today appears to be about six or 
seven times higher than in 1966. How does this compare with grain 
prices I wonder? I was not into growing corn at that time, but I believe 
the lowest I can recall in that era was about £23.00 per ton and if we 
multiply that by 7 it comes out at £161 per tonne.  I think most arable 
farmers would be rather pleased if they could get that price today. 
 
Other revealing facts: house keeping and my national insurance 
contribution came to £37. 75 for the month. At that time my wife and I 
had a three year old and a nine month old child. How times have 
changed? Of course this money was just for household shopping and any 
little luxury my thrifty young wife could conjure up for her small brood. 
 
It also looks as though 200 gallons of tractor diesel cost me £12.75 this is 
vastly different to today’s prices. Nevertheless farmers overall were 
much more cautious regarding their use of tractors than their 
counterparts are today. 
 
Life was so much simpler, for a start this was long before VAT was first 
introduced. But I have a feeling the basic rate of income tax was around 
33% and interest rates were higher than today. Bank repayments were 
very strict. During my first trading year I had to undertake that I would 
transfer £100 or 25% of my monthly milk cheque, whichever was the 
greater into my loan account. This originally stood at £1500 and I also 
had an overdraft of £500 on my current account. 
 
This money transfer was to ensure I could pay the rent and interest on 
my borrowing. The result of this strict regime was that a year later my 
loan account was reduced to £637 after paying the rent and my current 
account was in credit by around £500. 
  
This quickly changed when I bought my first five acres of land and a 
brand new tractor during the following months. The old saying “Great 
Oaks grow from little acorns” did apply in those times. Like fashions life 
is inclined to go around in circles so let us hope that one day such 
opportunities will once more return. “Big is beautiful” is not for me, I just 
see it as a convenience for those who want more than their fair share.  

Have a chuckle 
 
Fred says "Joe, I'm thinking of buying a Labrador. 
 
"Blow that" says Joe, “have you seen how many of their owners go 
blind?" 
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Neighbourhood Watch 

 

Carolyn Farler (01460 249192) 
 

Subject: Never Talk About Your Bank Account To Strangers   
 
Fraudsters are targeting people by “cold calling” them on the telephone. 
The scam starts with the following simple activity: 
 
They will state that they are from the Bank Fraud department, the Police 
or other Law Enforcement. They will then tell the victim that fraud is 
being carried out on the victim’s bank account and that to prevent it they 
need to carry out any of the below activities:-  

◊ Need to access your bank accounts online.  

◊ Need to hand over your pin numbers and bank cards to a 
courier/official sent to collect them.  

◊ Need to hand over money to a courier/ official sent to collect it.  

◊ Need to transfer your money to another “safe” bank account(s) 
which they provide details of.  

 
In order to prove their own credentials they will often ask you to 
telephone the “fraud” number you may have on the back of your bank 
card, or they may even ask you to telephone the Police to check that 
there is an official investigation, or telephone your own bank once the 
phone call to them is terminated. 
 
Do not be fooled! 
 
Do not telephone anyone at that stage as the phone line 
remains open and you are simply telephoning them back 
without realising. They will then continue with your assistance 
in stealing your money by any of the above methods. 
 
PROTECT YOURSELF  

◊ The bank or the police will never telephone you “out of the 
blue” to ask you to transfer money into another account or hand 
over any of your money or bank cards. It is your money!!  
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◊ The bank or the police will never ask for your personal bank 
account details, or pin numbers over the phone.  

◊ If you really want to check the credentials of a caller then go into 
your bank and ask to speak to the bank manager or use another 
phone to call the bank or police.  

◊ If you are still unsure then attend a police station.  

◊ Never discuss your banking details with strangers who 
call you!  

Seavington Youth Club 
  

Janine Lewis (07922181948)  
 

We are pleased to announce that Seavington Youth Club will once again 
open its doors (at Seavington Millennium Hall) commencing Monday 20th 
April, from 6.30pm until 7.45pm.    
 
Come along to meet new friends and enjoy craft activities, gaming, pool 
table, tuck shop and loads more! 
 
 Ages 8- 16 welcome.  Registration forms will be available on the evening 
but can be collected beforehand from any of the committee members 
listed below.  Yearly registration fee is £2 per member and a further £1 
per session attended. 
  
In the first instance we will run the club on a twice monthly 
basis.  Confirmed dates will published in the Seavingtons News in May, 
on village notice boards and will be available for collection from the club 
on youth nights. 
  
All volunteers are DBS checked, we are covered by insurance and have 
affiliated to Somerset Rural Youth for advice and support. Come along to 
find out more, we look forward to seeing you. 
 
Committee: 
 

Chair: Janine Lewis (janineannlewis@talktalk.net)  Tel: 079221 81948 

Treasurer: Claire O'Neill (ce.oneill@hotmail.com) Tel : 01460 242069 
and 07891 579321 
Secretary: Jane Rice (janerice7@aol.com) Tel: 01460 41981 and 07522 
420513 
Play Leader: Cheryl Herrick -cdh5330@hotmail.com Tel: 07969 374662 
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Seavington Gardening Club 

 
Chris Ginger, Secretary, (01460 929357 or chris.ginger@talktalk.net) 

 

12th March 2015 - Marion Dale ‘Arts & Crafts in the Edwardian Garden’ ; 
by Karen Day 
 
Our speaker this month was Marion Dale, an RHS medal winning garden 
designer who is based near Yeovil. Her background was not originally 
based in horticulture but after moving house and gaining an uncared for 
garden she decided to enrol on a Garden Design course in 2004, she 
followed this with a Landscape and Garden Design course at Lackham 
Horticultural College. Since qualifying she’s enjoyed a very successful 
career as a Garden Designer, which includes winning an RHS award. 
 
Marion explained how the Arts and Crafts movement started in 1880 as 
a reaction against all things Victorian, particularly against their love of 
formal mass planted bedding schemes, which could be found in many 
gardens and parks. 
 
The Arts and Crafts style of gardening was a more natural style of 
gardening. Some of the most influential people of this era were William 
Morris, Gertrude Jekyll, Edwin Lutyens and Harold Peto. They believed 
that a house and garden should be created as one rather than two 
separate entities. 
 
The main elements to an Arts and Crafts garden were: 
 
Hard landscaping: walls, pathway, arches etc. were all used in the 
design of these gardens and were constructed from recycled materials or 
hand crafted using traditional skills.  
 
Hedging or Topiary: this was used to divide spaces and create 
interesting lines of vision within the garden. 
 
‘Spill over planting’: natural planting was used to soften stone 
terraces, pathways and walls. Predominately herbaceous perennials were 
used to create this look. Plants were allowed to grow and fall naturally 
rather than being forced into regimented structure and patterns, which 
had been seen during the Victorian times. Often colour themes were 
used to create mood and impact. 
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The Arts and Crafts garden was further developed by Lawrence Johnston 
at Hidcote Manor Gardens. He transformed this style of gardening, using 
hedging to create a series of interconnecting rooms within the garden. 
All these rooms can be approached from different angles, which provide 
a fresh outlook with each change of direction. 
 
The Arts and Crafts style of gardening was short lived as the advent of 
the First World War meant that many of the gardeners and craftsmen 
went to fight, many never returned. After the war a lot of these gardens 
were grassed over as they were very labour intensive and therefore 
expensive to run. However, today we still see themes from this era 
within many of our own gardens. Just on a much smaller scale! 
 
Hestercombe near Taunton or Barrington Court, Barrington are good 
examples of an Arts and Crafts Style of garden in our area or a little 
further afield near Chipping Camden is Hidcote Manor Gardens. 
 
Flower of the Month  
 
 1st Karen Day – Anemone coronaria ‘Mister Fokker’  
 2nd Mary Wyatt – Daphne 
 3rd Linda George – Pink Camellia 
 
Forthcoming Events:  
 
Thursday April 9th, 7.30pm, Talk; Martin Young, Hostas, Heucheras 
and  Hellebores. 
 
Monday April 20th, Brimsmore visit/talk at Brimsmore Garden 
Centre at 7.00pm. 
 
Plant sale: 10am – 4pm Saturday 28th March East Lambrook Manor 
Gardens, East Lambrook. 
 
Plant sale: 10am – 4pm Sunday 12th April Mapperton House, Beaminster, 
Dorset. 
 
Plant sale: 10am – 4pm Sunday 19th April Burrow Farm Gardens, 
Axminster. 
 
Plant sale: 10am – 12.30pm Saturday 25th April West Monkton Village 
Hall, Monkton Heathfield, Taunton.  
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Over the Counter 
 

Mark Ellis (01460 241112) 

 
 
 

Community Support.  I have often thought that without the support 
of our own villagers that the shop would not be viable as a going 
concern. This of course is true of all such community shops, yet 
community shops are a growing phenomenon in the countryside with 
now over 400 in England alone.  An increasing number of these are close 
to us in Somerset; Kingsbury, Hinton, Stoke Sub Hambdon, Kingsdon, 
Spaxton, Oake, Churchinford, Winsham, Thorncombe are all local to us 
and are presumably springing up because their communities like ours are 
not prepared to accept no shop in their villages.  
 
This phenomenon does not occur without the help and support of local 
residents and here in Seavington I am forever surprised at how we are 
able to replace those many volunteers who we loose either through 
leaving the village, or merely ceasing to do volunteer duties with other 
volunteers, but as a village we always seem to achieve this effortlessly.   
 
Don’t get me wrong, as a shop we could always do with more volunteers 
of course, yet we are never so short of volunteers that we need to close 
up shop.  I am convinced that for a village of our size and population we 
punch above our weight and that this is an achievement we should all be 
proud of.   
   
Easter Raffle.  Once again, Clive and June have put on another raffle for 
us with tickets on sale in the shop at the princely sum of 50p each.  Our 
raffles are a major source of fundraising for the shop and I know for this 
reason are supported by many of you.  Funds from this raffle will go 
towards replacing the ageing cooker we have in our café and we are 
hopeful we will have reached our goal of £3800 by May this year.  
Previous raffles have helped us obtain amongst other things Christmas 
decorations, a replacement freezer, a new printer, additional stock 
shelving, a new freezer and a music licence for the premises.  
 
Seniors’ Lunches.  These continue to run once a month, normally on 
the second Monday of the month, and they continue to be most popular 
regularly reaching full capacity.  They provide a subsidised hot locally 
prepared two course meal and drink but above all are an enjoyable venue 
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to meet and chat with others.  If the demand was there then we would 
increase the frequency but we are closely monitoring this and believe we 
are not quite there yet.  Watch this space. 
 
Easter Opening Times.  Please be aware that the shop and café will 
be closed on Good Friday and Easter Monday this year but will be open 
as normal at other times. 
 
Community shop contact no 01460 249730 

Seavington St Michael’s Church Flower Group 
 

Sheila Reyland (01460 241238) 

   
We are a group of people who do the church flowers, none of us are 
experts but we all enjoy flower arranging. 
 
We like to have flowers for church services but feel it is equally 
important for the church to look special & welcoming when visitors & 
locals come to the church. 
 
You do not need to have any special training just a love of flowers, you 
do not need to be a church goer either. 
 
If you would like to know more about the group come & see what is 
entailed we would be delighted to hear from you.  Feel free to call me on 
the above telephone number. 

Recycling and Refuse Collections 
 

Bank Holiday Changes 
 

The Recycling and Refuse collection schedule for Easter Monday, the 
early Bank Holiday, the Spring Bank Holiday and the Summer Bank 
Holiday are all re-scheduled for the following Tuesday. 



The Seavingtons’ News 

 

24 

St. Michael's Church Seavington 
invites you to join us for 

 

'Café Church' 
 

 to be held every Second Sunday of the month at 11.30pm. 
 

The Café is situated in the Community Shop, 
next to Seavington Millennium Hall. 

Everybody Welcome—Come and join in! 
N.B. there will be no service in the Church at 11.30 

Brook House Bed & Breakfast, Dowlish Wake 
 

Country house comfort with a very warm welcome 
 

King size room and super King/twin room • ensuite bathrooms 
exceptional quality • guest sitting room • off road parking 

tea and cake on arrival 
 

www.brookhousesomerset.com or call Becky Jam 07841 594342 

Shepton Beauchamp Art & Craft Evenings 
 

We are a small friendly social group that meets on 

a  Friday evening in Shepton Beauchamp Village Hall 

We paint (using all media) Knit, Sew, Jewellery making  to name a few.  

The choice is yours. 

The session is a Pay-as-you-go £2.50pp. Doors open 7.00pm – 9.30pm 

 If you would like to join us, you will be made very welcome. 

Please contact Eileen on 01460 249086 or Gill on 01460 240649 

 for more details, or just ‘turn up’! 

 
THE BEECHES BED & BREAKFAST 
 

Water Street, Seavington St Michael 

Now open for bookings by phone or on-line 

Local rates apply                T:01460 241 123 

www.thebeechesatseavington.co.uk 

 

Call for details, or feel free to drop by 
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 The Warehouse Theatre llminster  
is a little gem which can be found right in the heart 

of the town. It brings high quality entertainment 

throughout the year to audiences of all ages, as 

well as running a thriving youth theatre and being 

a venue for local groups and clubs to hire. 

Run by Ilminster Entertainments Society (IES) it represents one of  
the best equipped, professional-standard amateur theatres in the  
county and facilities include:  
 

Seating for 150 people, fully licensed bar, coffee area, 
disabled access and T-loop hearing system. 

 

Details of future productions can be found in the local press or on  
our website: www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk (plus details of 
audition nights, youth theatre, IES Membership and more) or call 

01460 62739 or email: info@thewarehousetheatre.org.uk 
 

Your theatre needs you! The Warehouse is run entirely by 

volunteers and we would love to hear from anyone who would like to 

get involved by helping backstage or front of house during show 

weeks, or simply by becoming a member of IES. Can you help? 
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Prices: 
 

Punctures  £10.00; Tracking  £12.80 

Wheel Balance  £  5.00—X 2 wheels 

Tyre swaps  £  2.50 per wheel 
 

Second hand tyres £15.00—Any size, including fitting 

Buy 4 new or used tyres and get tracking free 

Tyres @ Reyland Autos 

 

Matthew Reyland 

Reyland Autos, Sunnyside Farm, Seavington, Ilminster, TA19 0QB 

01460 241238; 07969 206 866; reylandautos@hotmail.com 

□ Gear Boxes □ Clutches □ Welding & Fabrication □ MOTs 

□ Servicing □ Latest Diagnostic Equipment □ Tyres & Tracking 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust 
 

Next sale of  : Books & Bric-a-Brac  
 

Saturday 11th April 2015 
 

at 2, Winchester Cottages (Opposite The Volunteer) 
Second-hand Books, Selection of bric-a-brac,  

A great selection for children of all ages from stories to study! 

NB—Open 9.00 am to 2.00 pm—  please come and browse 

LOGS FOR SALE 
Seasoned Hardwood Logs 

Loads or Bags 

01460 241440; 07799 866102 
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Marilyn Hills BA MA 
Core Process Psychotherapy 

01460 249176  

Psychotherapy can help you with : 
Stress : Anxiety : Depression : Debt : Loss : Grief : Relationships: Personal growth 

Contact me for a FREE Introductory Session 
 

 Email :  marilynhills@fastmail.fm 

Website: www.marilynhills.co,uk 
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Portable Appliance Testing (PAT); Electrical Power Quality Analyser 
Periodic Inspection Reports (Domestic and Commercial) 

Fire Alarm and Emergency Light Testing; Wireless Inspection Camera 
 

Domestic & Commercial  Work Undertaken:    
 

• Rewires     ● Additional sockets  

• Extensions     ● Listed building work 

• Computer/Telephone points ●  Whole House sound systems 

• Security and Access Lighting ● CCTV Camera Installation 

• Fire Alarms; Nurse Call Systems ●  Control Panel design & build 

• Electrical accessories  ● Engraving of labels 

• Cable laying and ducting   ● Outside Events 

• Electrical Door/ Gate Systems ● Intercom and Entry Systems 

Mobile: 07808 049034 

 

01460 279279 
mailbox@stokespartners.co.uk 
www.stokespartners.co.uk 

Kingfisher House  Market Square  Crewkerne  TA18 7LH 

Specialist legal advisors, who provide a professional and personal service to our clients 

• Buying & Selling your home 

• Divorce, cohabitation & separation 

• Wills, tax and probate 

• Employment advice 

• Equestrian related issues 

• Dispute resolution 

• Issues concerning children 

• Commercial property 

• Agricultural law expertise 

• Contract disputes 

• Business litigation 

• Corporate transactions 

• Business restructuring 

• Landlord & tenant 
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Welcome to the 

New Inn 

Warm & Friendly Welcome 

Bed & Breakfast 

A la Carte Menu 

Local Ciders & Fine Wines 

Monthly Quiz Night 

Large car park  

18th Century Traditional Public House 

Picturesque Beer garden 

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials 

Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales 

Richard’s Home Made Sunday  

Lunch Roasts  

Open 7 days a week  
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm) 

6.00pm – 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm) 
 

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413  

www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk 
 

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ  
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Tuesdays 2.30—4.30 pm 
April: 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th 
Seavington Millennium Hall 

4 FREE 
Taster sessions 

Sports &  

Activities for 
50+ year olds 

Sport 50 

Come along and join us for a cop of tea and try a new activity. 

Actvities include: 
 
Badminton  Short Tennis  Table Tennis 

 

New Age Curling   Bocia  Seated Volleyball 

 
For more details call Sam Wenden-de-Lira on 01935 462346 

Holy Week Services 

Parish of South Petherton with the Seavingtons and The Lambrooks 

Monday 30th March 
Day of cleansing 

5.30 pm Meditation and Compline 
St Peter & St Paul’s, South Petherton 

Tuesday 31st March 
Day of teaching 

5.30 pm Meditation and Compline 
St Michael’s Church, Seavington 

Wednesday 1st April 
Day of waiting 

5.30 pm Meditation and Compline 
St James’, East Lambrook 

Thursday 2nd April 
Maunday Thursday 

7.00 pm Agapæ Supper 
St Peter & St Paul’s, South Petherton 

Friday 3rd April 
Good Friday 

2.30 am Reflection 
St Peter & St Paul’s, South Petherton 

Friday 3rd April 
Good Friday 

2.30 pm Good Friday Liturgy 
St Mary’s Seavington* 

Friday 3rd April 
Good Friday 

2.30 pm Good Friday Liturgy 
St James’s East Lambrook  

* wrap up warmly 
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SOUTH SOMERSET RSPB LOCAL GROUP 

 

New Zealand’s Wildlife Gems 
 

An illustrated talk presented by Ed Drewitt, author and BBC Radio 

Bristol broadcaster.  Ed will take us on a tour of both the North and 

South Islands – their landscapes, bird life, whales, dolphins and sea 

lions. 
 

Thursday 16th April  – 7.30pm – The Millennium Hall, Seavington St. Mary 

Entry: group members £2.50, non-group members £3.50, under 18’s free. 

(tea/coffee & biscuits included)  Wheelchair access. 

 
NON-MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 

For further details contact: Denise Chamings (Group Leader) on 01460 240740 

 

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southsomerset 

 

MEET YOUR FRIENDS IN THE SEAVINGTON CAFE 
 

DELICIOUS BREAKFASTS, LUNCHES AND AFTERNOON TEAS 
Also a wonderful selection of coffees, teas and cold drinks 

Jane will be baking orange and lime drizzle cakes   
 

TREAT YOURSELF TO A SENIORS' LUNCH  
on Monday  13  April. 

Meet friends and neighbours for a delicious two course meal. 
Please book to avoid disappointment 

 

EASTER TIME IN THE SEAVINGTON SHOP 
 

Don't forget we have in stock a selection of confectionery.   
Also Easter cards and beautiful floral cards by local artists 

 

Eggs from our supplier in the Blackdown Hills are free range and excellent 
value.  £1.58 per half dozen. All stamped with the red lion for quality  

 
Seavingtons' Village Store & Cafe, Water St, Seavington St Mary. 01460 249730 
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The Seav ingtons ’  Weather  in  February 2015 

 This year—2015 Previous year—2014 

Temperature   

Average Minimum            0.91°C         3.54°C 

Average Maximum           8.11°C         9.53°C 

Mean           4.51°C         6.53°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total          47.0mm (1.88")      202.4mm (8.10") 

Total for the year        126.5mm (5.06")      410.9mm (16.44") 

New ‘Phone Number for Somerset County 

Council 
  

0300 123 2224  
 
Somerset County Council has changed its main telephone number for 
the public. 
 
The new single number should make it easier and cheaper to contact the 
Council. People don't have to decide which 0845 number to use and the 
single number will be easier to remember. 
 
On average it will be cheaper for people to call the County Council. 
Exact charges depend on landline and mobile phone packages, but calls to 
0300 numbers are charged at the same rate as calls to any number 
starting with 01 or 02. 
 
Also, anyone with free minutes as part of their landline or mobile call 
plan will automatically be able to call 0300 123 2224 for free (so long as 
they are within their free minutes allocation), which was not the case 
with the 0845 numbers. 
 
If you require any more information please email Kylie Hawken 



Beautiful & Unique Beautiful & Unique Beautiful & Unique Beautiful & Unique     
Handmade Bags & AccessoriesHandmade Bags & AccessoriesHandmade Bags & AccessoriesHandmade Bags & Accessories    

 

Chris’s Studio Originals / Jhasper Limited Editions / Tailor Made Service 
  

Please visit our website or contact us directly for more 
information or to discuss your own ideas or requirements 

  
Jhasper Limited, Farlands Barn, Water Street, Seavington St Michael, 

ILMINSTER, Somerset, TA190QH. Tel: (01460) 240818 

Website: www.jhasper.co.uk—Email: info@jhasper.co.uk 

 

JUST THINGSJUST THINGSJUST THINGSJUST THINGS    
a fair trade shopa fair trade shopa fair trade shopa fair trade shop    

 

33A, Silver Street, Ilminster, TA19 0DW 

(opposite the Minster) 
 

We sell a wide range of fairly traded gifts, toys, jewellery, 

clothes, bags, food and much more.  
 

Telephone: 01460 394931 Mobile: 07816 788457 

Email :enquiries@just-things.co.uk       Website: www.just-things.co.uk 
 

Opening times: 9.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday to Saturday 

Closed: Sunday and Monday 
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