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THE 



JUST THINGS 
a fair trade shop 
 

26, Silver Street, Ilminster, TA19 0DR 
(from the Market House, past the Minster Church, on the right hand bend) 

 
We sell a wide range of fairly traded gifts, toys and 

food. Feel free to come in and browse. 
 

Telephone: 01460 55884                       Mobile: 07816 788457 
Email :  enquiries@just-things.co.uk       Website: www.just-things.co.uk 

 
Opening times: 9.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday to Saturday 

Closed: Sunday and Monday 
 

Prices: 
 

Punctures  £10.00; Tracking  £12.80 
Wheel Balance  £  5.00—X 2 wheels 

Tyre swaps  £  2.50 per wheel 
 

Second hand tyres £15.00—Any size, including fitting 
Buy 4 new or used tyres and get tracking free 

Tyres @ Reyland Autos 

 

Matthew Reyland 
Reyland Autos, Sunnyside Farm, Seavington, Ilminster, TA19 0QB 

01460 241238; 07969 206 866; reylandautos@hotmail.com 

□ Gear Boxes □ Clutches □ Welding & Fabrication □ MOTs 
□ Servicing □ Latest Diagnostic Equipment □ Tyres & Tracking 
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Another year draws towards it’s end and the need to choose a new colour 
for the covers of the 2013 issues of our two villages’ monthly magazine 
looms—decisions, decisions! 
 
Conclusion of another set of 12 issues should not pass without my sincere 
thanks to all our contributors. Without them there would be no magazine 
worth printing. However, there is always scope for more contributions be 
they your own work of fiction, an article of local interest or a series on a 
given topic like Farm Boy’s Diary. Please consider contributing and adding 
value to the tapestry we already enjoy. 
 
May I also take this opportunity to pass on seasonal best wishes from the 
entire Seavingtons’ News Team and to wish you all a healthy and successful 
2013. 
 
You may have seen mention in the press of improvements to our local 
telephone exchange to improve broadband Internet speeds. In my case the 
effect of this was to reduce my speed!  
 
This time last year I drew attention to the County Council’s work under the 
Government’s Broadband UK project. Apparently they are now almost 
ready to place a contract with BT but, surprisingly, still refuse to say whether 
this will help us in Seavington. How you can place a contract without 
knowing what you want delivered escapes me! As I advised last year, if this 
concerns you please lobby our County Councillor—Paul Maxwell: 
pmmaxwell@somerset.gov.uk. 
 
David Froome 

T h e  S e av i n g t o n s ’  N ew s  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!            pm Friday 14th December 
                      until am Monday 17th December 
 

 

The Latest Copy Date              is the 12th December 
for the next issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 
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All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall 
For bookings call Pauline Eardley on 01460 240995 

For other Millennium Hall matters call Pauline Parsons on 01460 240193 

1st December 9.00 am SPFA Christmas Bazaar—p 30 

3rd December 12.30 pm Seniors’ Lunch at the Café—p 29 

3rd December 6.30 pm NADFAS talk “In the Bleak Midwinter” by 
Ann Clements BA FRSA—p 19 

12th December 8.00 pm XMAS Quiz at The Volunteer—p28 

16th December 11.30 am Family Carols at St Mary’s Church—p 29 

23rd December 4.00 pm Christingle Service at St Michael’s—p 31 

29th December 10.30 am “Boxing Day Walkies” - p 30 

Regular Activities  

Every Monday 6.30pm Young People’s Group—all ages 

1st  Monday  Pensioners’ Lunches in Village Café  

1st  Saturday 9.00 am—
2.00 pm 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust Book Sale 
at 2, Winchester Cottages (opposite The 
Volunteer) 

3rd Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café  

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and 
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village 
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and 
let them keep in touch as well. 

www.theseavingtons.org 

31st December 8.00 pm New Year Dance—- p 27 

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 2  
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 Editorial: David Froome, Advertising: Heather Scott 
 Production:  David & Wendy Eliot 
 Technical & web-site support: Eugene Mulligan 
 Graphics & Visual Support: George Brown 
  

Village web-site:www.theseavingtons.org 
 

Contributions are welcomed. You may submit electronically or by handwritten 
or typed manuscript to the editor at the address on page 1. The contents of this 
village magazine are the copyright © of the Seavingtons' News unless the item 
concerned carries an alternative copyright assertion. However, all information 
on village activities and events may be freely reproduced.  
 
Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have 
any questions. 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £90  £10  
½ Page  £45  £5  
¼ Page  £25  £3  

Advertising enquiries to: Heather Scott, 01460 241437 

adverts@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

2nd December 11.30 am Holy Communion 

9th December 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

16th December 11.30 am Carol Service at St Mary’s Church 

23rd December 11.30 am Matins 

23rd December 4.00 pm Christingle Service—see p31 

Christmas Day 11.30 am Holy Communion 

Rev Tom Handy telephone: 01460 240377; revdtomhandy@hotmail.com 

9th December 11.30 am Family Service 

30th December 9.30 am Holy Communion at South Petherton 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n  
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A Seavington Textile Factory 
 

This is a request for information from Mr Brian Murless Hon. Archivist for the 
Somerset Industrial Archaeological Society (SIAS) 
 
The making of shirts and detachable collars was the last textile industry 
to be introduced into Somerset during the 19th century. One such 
entrepreneur was Alfred K. Cook of London whose company operated 
factories in Chard (Crimchard and Snowdon), Ilminster (High Street and 
Listers Hill) and the Excelsior Works in Taunton. To this list can be 
added Seavington St. Michael which appears in Kelly’s trade directories of 
Somerset for 1897 and 1902. 
 
The precise opening and closure dates are currently unknown along with 
the size of the factory but its location is thought to have been at the 
south end of David’s Lane near the junction with New Road.  
 
Employment would have been provided chiefly for women and girls 
whose dextrous hands could sew and iron as well as launder. There were 
sewing machines and gas-powered irons but the ‘wet’ activities such as 
starching and washing the cotton cloth must have seemed like domestic 
chores only carried out on a grander scale. 
 
If your family has lived in or around the Seavingtons for several 
generations you may have had a grandmother or great grandmother who 
helped to make collars and shirts. It is also possible that photographs 
survive of both the workforce and the factory building.  
 
If so, please get in touch with the Editor or Ry Coffman or Carolyn Farler 
so that any stories or pictures could be passed on to Mr Murless and 
appear in the magazine and on the website as part of the History Project.  
 
Phone numbers: Ry Coffman—01460 240004, Carolyn Farler—01460 
249192.   

 

  
  
Caught in the web……… 

Stories from the Seavington 
Web Museum 
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Apple Day 2012 
 

Jo Mills (01460 241886) 
 
Apple Day activities filled the day at Seavington Shop & Café on Friday 
19th October. Village tree warden Ry Coffman demonstrated how to 
make apple juice and gave eager customers samples of freshly made juice, 
discussed the pros and cons of using different varieties and explained how 
to keep home-made juice. Several customers had a go at beating the 
National Apple Day record for the longest apple peel (which is over 37 
feet!)  The Seavington winner was shop volunteer Pauline Woodward 
with 2.16metres (about 7ft) – a valiant effort!   
 
Local food and drinks producers Sally Anns Cake, Sausage Shed Sausages, 
Burrow Hill and Perry’s cider provided samples of apple-y products to 
taste whilst the café put on a special menu featuring apples and delicious 
home-made apple pies.  The artistic were able to print greetings cards 
using apples to print with, and several marvellous designs were created 
much to the surprise of the makers.   
 
The shop was decorated with apples and apple bunting and a display of 20 
varieties of apple welcomed the customers into the shop. Shoppers 
stopping for Afternoon Tea were treated to a selection of readings by 
local poet and broadcaster James Crowden who read from his books 
‘Ciderland’ and ‘Cider: the forgotten Miracle’. 
 
The evening event :  A very amusing talk in the village hall by Julian 
Temperley about the revival of cider distilling in Somerset was well 
attended. Those of us in the audience who are involved with the shop will 
never tire of hearing the phrase ‘available in Fortnums, Harvey Nichols 
and Seavington Shop’.  Thanks Julian, it’s an advertising slogan which I’m 
sure will appeal to all three establishments!   

After the talk we were treated to tasters of Somerset Pomona  and 
Orchard Mist, a Pimms-like conconction invented by Julian.  There have 
been several requests for the Orchard Mist ‘recipe’ so I will give the 
approximate  proportions for one serving here: 1 part Kingston Black 
Aperitif to  3 parts lemonade with a splash of apple juice. Serve over ice 
with a mint leaf and strawberries or raspberries when in season.   

The evening raised  almost £300 towards Jo Mills’ fund raising efforts to 
raise money to complete the partitioning between the shop and the café.  
Thanks are due to all those who helped to make the day a success and to 
James and Julian who generously gave their time. 
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Farmers diary for Nov 2012 
 

Farm Boy 
 
As October draws to a close there is an air of desperation as farmers and 
contactors struggle to harvest the last of this year’s crops, such as maize 
for silage and root crops including potatoes whilst at the same time 
attempting to sow the majority of next year’s cereal crops.   
 
Frustration is the buzzword for it seems nigh on impossible to have two 
dry days in succession. We could do with a fortnight dry; this however is 
unlikely to happen unless there is a sharp fall in the temperature, which 
could well bring a new set of problems. 
 
Last evening I had a long chat on the telephone with my friend Eddie, 
who farms on the Norfolk/Suffolk border, I wanted to try and establish 
how things were progressing in East Anglia. Eddie is a great guy and 
represents the best of the farming community that I am so fond of. He 
along with his wife Audrey have always played an active part in their 
village community, from their youth with the Young Farmers Clubs 
through to Eddie as church warden, and a well respected chairman of 
their parish council for many years. He is a keen chorister and in spite of 
being in his 80’s he still has a great voice and enjoys participating in the 
church choir and amateur dramatics. Fortunately his health and good 
nature still allows him the energy to pull his weight back on the farm. 
 
I first met him back in the 1980s when he and his son kept a milking herd, 
but they sold that many years ago and now rely on beef cattle, arable and 
turkey production. 
 
By what he told me the weather seems to have been a little kinder over 
in East Anglia and they had managed to drill about a third of their winter 
corn, but they are also still hampered by wet conditions. He added some 
farmers had sown much larger areas mainly using the latest style top 
cultivation methods; this cuts out the traditional plough. As I drove 
through Dillington around lunchtime today I could see fields freshly 
drilled by this type of machinery. It will be very interesting to see how 
well the crops progress compared to those sown behind the plough a 
few hundred yards along the road.  
 
Surface cultivation has been around for sometime, but the latest 
generation of machinery is far more sophisticated, however it needs loads 
of power up front, and I suspect under current conditions the best 
results would come from a tractor operating on tracks rather than 
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wheels, tracks have been favoured on the fenland for many decades, this 
is an area of low lying arable land that stretches from Lincoln down to 
Cambridge.   
 
Back at the farm I have completed the coppicing that I mentioned in last 
months Seavingtons’ News, during the process I felt I had learnt 
something; only to discover that I may well have arrived at the bus stop 
just as the bus had left. 
 
I have reached the conclusion that planting a waste area of land with ash 
trees would be a worthwhile venture, because my estimated girth growth 
for both the twenty year old Ash trees that I felled was around three 
quarters of an inch per annum. Ash is an ideal wood for domestic 
burning. Now sadly we understand that our native ash is under threat 
from a new disease, this is very bad news, so let us hope that any spread 
can be controlled. 
 
Footnote; it is now the 12th November and looking around at the farming 
scene it still looks pretty grim because there has been no real let up in the wet 
weather. 

To the Generous People of the Seavingtons ….. 
‘Thank You’ 

 
Steve Harrison, PCC Vice-Chairman (01460 249266) 

 
At the end of September, St Michael’s Church held its annual gift day; this 
is a fund-raiser to support the maintenance both of the parish church and 
its contribution to the village communities. It is never easy asking for 
money. However, it is a real joy to say a heart-felt ‘thank you’ to so many 
from the Seavingtons who responded so generously. 

Lest We Forget 
 

Annie, SPFA Vice-Chairman (01460 241762) 
 
At the Millennium Hall on Saturday 10th November there was an 
enjoyable presentation of “Lest We Forget”, given by Heritage Theatre. 
The performance contained some very moving and thoughtful readings 
and a good sing-along of memorable songs. 
 
We offer grateful thanks to Heritage Theatre for donating a part of its fee 
to the Royal British Legion. 
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Andrew Lodge 
 Plumbing and Heating   

 

Central Heating and Boiler Specialists; Replace / Install oil tanks  
Bathrooms & en suites designed & installed 

 

All general plumbing work undertaken  

Tel:  01460 249150       Mob: 07798 502367 

 RICHARD CLIFTON 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

Interior and exterior work 
Free written estimates or quotations 
Good preparation; Attention to detail 

 
Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 

Seavington 

 

Conservation and new works undertaken 
Visit our website to view gallery: www.mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
Tel: 01460 249468 or e-mail: office@mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
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Private Car Hire 
 

Get to those important appointments 
Hospital, Doctor, Dentist 

Local Airports, Railway Stations 
Bus Stations, Ferries & Cruise Ships 

Packets & Documents Delivered 
 

Strictly Pre-booked 
Call Nigel on 01460 72177 

 

Clapper Hay ▫ Church Street ▫ Merriott ▫ Somerset TA16 5PR 
 

Tel: 01460 74612  Fax: 01460 76222  Email: rawicks@lineone.net 
www.wicksheating.co.uk 

VAT No: 785-3519-93 

 
 
 
 
 
Carpentry and Joinery                        
Roofing and Electrical                     Aubrey Bage  
Painting and Decorating          07817 419022 
General Building Work                  Aubrey.bage@aol.co.uk 
 

Specialists in the Repair and Renovation of Listed Buildings  
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Photocopy & Laminating 
Ink Cartridges & Paper 
Tuition & Support 
Home & Business 

Repairs and Upgrades 
New Systems & Laptops 
Virus Prevention 
Web Design 

01460 
53613 Computer Services 

10 West St. 
Ilminster 

www.ios-tech.com 

Your local computer shop - for friendly, professional advice 

CANINE SERVICES 
 

Dog Grooming 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 
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HATHA 

YOGA 

SEAVINGTON 

Millennium hall 

Tuesdays 

6.30—8.00 pm 

FRIDAYS 

10.00—11.30 am 

Yoga is for everyone. It improves strength, flexibility, balance and concentration. It 

relaxes the body and calms the mind. Postures are modified or extended to match your 

own level of fitness and ability. We also work with the breathing techniques of yoga and 

end the class with a period of relaxation. 
 

For more information contact Sandra Harvey (BWY DIP) on 01460 281883 

WISHING WELL CUPCAKES 
 

 

Luxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Brownies, Cookies & Slices 
 

Large Parties to Small Gifts  ◦  Special Occasions & Events 
Wedding Cupcake Towers ◦ Birthday & Anniversary Number Cakes 

Quality Ingredients – Organic Flour, Butter & Cocoa, Local Free Range Eggs 
 

Contact Sarah – 01460 241320 / 07709194559 
www.wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk    mail@wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk 

 

Fully registered & Inspected with South Somerset District Council 

Karen’s Alterations 
Byways, Church Lane, Horton, 
Tel. 01460  55627 / 07813143616 

 
I can alter adult or children’s clothing: Take up a hem, replace a zip and more. 

Curtains or blinds made to measure. 
Nothing is too small 
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A U T O-M O B I L E 
C R A S H R E P A I R S 

(Established over 35 years) 
 

For all your vehicle body repairs from bumper scratches 
To a full re-spray of cars and light commercials 

 

Our estimates are free 
■ 

Free delivery and pickup service 
■ 

Courtesy car available 
■ 

Insurance approved 
 

Contact Gary James on  
01935 823694 or 07838 589208 

 
Parrett Works, Martock, on South Petherton to Martock Road 

www.automobilecrashrepairs.co.uk 

 Jimmy 
James 
CARPENTRY 

& FURNITURE 
 

SINCE 1989 
 

Built-in wardrobes...cabinets… 
Bookcases...kitchens… 

Individually designed and made 
 

For a free quotation 
‘phone me on 

Ilminster (01460) 53889 

St Michael’s Church 
Seavington Trust 

 

sale of  : 
 

Books, Plants & Bric-a-Brac  
 

2nd February 2013 
 

at 2, Winchester Cottages 
(Opposite The Volunteer) 

 
New and Second-hand Books 

Selection of bric-a-brac 
A great selection for children of 
all ages from stories to study! 

 
NB—Open 9.00 am to 2.00 pm 

 
  please come and browse 
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NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years 
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum 

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit 
 

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 

  D.J.G WINDOW CLEANING & GARDENING SERVICES 

 
   ■   Window, Gutter, Fascia, u-PVC cleaning    ■   Pressure Washing 
 
   ■   Hedge & grass cutting, General gardening    ■   Hedge laying & fencing 
 
   ■   House, garden clearance      ■   Logs 
 

Fully insured: Call Dan on 01460 57877 or 07519174788 
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Seavington Gardening Club Programme 2013 
All indoor meetings are held at the Seavington Millennium Hall.   

Contact: Ry Coffman, Secretary 01460 240004.  Membership £7.50 Visitors: £2. 
All meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the month except the April Shopping trip. 

 

Time & Date Subject 

7.30pm 
10 January 

Talk/slides ‘Lift the Latch garden through the year’ 
with Pauline and David Wright 

7.30pm 
14 February 

Talk/demo ‘Propagation’ with Neil Lovesey of Picket Lane 
Nursery Plants for Sale 

7.30pm 
14 March 

AGM + talk/slides ‘Peonies and Irises’ with Susannah 
Applegate Plants for sale 

7.30pm 
11 April  

Talk ‘Dahlias’ with Terry Bratcher  Plants for sale 

6.45pm for 
7.00pm 
15 April 

Talk/Coffee/Tea 25% Discount Shopping at Brimsmore 
(with Over Stratton Gardening Club)  

7.00pm 
9 May 

Visit: The Old Rectory, Church St, Limington, Nr Yeovil 
BA22 8EQ John Langdon and Paul Vintner £3.50p + buffet 
tbc 

11 May 
10.00am 

PLANT SALE at the Millennium Hall 

7.00pm 
13 June 

Visit: Moorland Cottage, Moor, South Petherton – Helen 
and Dick Gale £4 + buffet tbc 

7.00pm 
11 July 

Visit: Farndon Thatch, Puckington, Ilminster with Bob and 
Jane St John Wright £3 + refreshments 

2.30pm 
10 August 

FLOWER SHOW 
Seavington Gardening Club Flower Show, Millennium 
Hall 

7.30pm 
12 September 

Talk: ‘Autumn Colour in the Garden’ – the Gold Club – 
Plants for Sale 

7.30pm 
10 October 

GUEST NIGHT Buffet/Talk: ‘Granma’s Garden’ – 
Yvonne Bell 

7.30pm 
14 November 

Social tbc 
 

December Christmas Lunch tbc 
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Over the counter 
 

Carolyn Farler (01460 249192) 
 
Following the AGM and election of new committee members, Simon 
Madge has taken on the role of temporary Chairman as well as his current 
responsibilities of Parish Council Liaison. Ken Lake retains his role as 
Treasurer and Lesley Young has become Minutes Secretary. The other 
members are Terry Jaggers, Liz Tope and Carolyn Farler. The present 
committee would like to pass on its thanks to the previous members for 
all their time and effort to make our Village Store & Café the success it is. 
 
The business is working well to the point that the café is almost a victim of 
its own success. Trade is increasing and special promotions like the 
Seniors’ Lunches have become a much sought after event with bookings 
required well ahead of the date.  All this puts a great deal of pressure on 
our regular cooks who would love to have some more volunteers to help 
with serving for a couple of hours at the busier times of the day. But it is 
great to see that the café is becoming a popular venue for villagers as well 
visitors. Sunday opening has also proved popular, with regulars coming in 
to enjoy their Sunday papers with great coffee and bacon rolls. 
 
The shop is now ready for Christmas with a delicious array of Christmas 
goods to supplement the increasing range of locally sourced goods already 
on display, the Arts & Craft exhibition giving another dimension to the 
items on sale. And don’t forget Father Christmas will be coming on the 
14th when there will be music, carols and mince pies to greet him. So it is 
good to report that the trading figures are on target for this year – but we 
must not get complacent.  
 
There are still many loans to pay off before we can get a true picture of 
our success. We still need every one of you to support the venture by 
using the store for a few items each week, perhaps pop in for coffee or 
lunch once a week, and of course invite your friends to join you. There are 
still opportunities to become involved  as a £5 shareholder, or to give 
some time to become a volunteer – there are so many ways just a few 
hours a week can be so helpful  to the organisation. This is a community 
project and a great asset to the Seavingtons so there is a responsibility on 
all of us to use it and make it a success. 
 
Finally the Management Committee would like to thank every volunteer 
who gives their time and energy to keeping the Store & Café open, clean 
and tidy, and running smoothly, as well as always providing a warm 
welcome to all the customers. It shows how much can be achieved when 
people decide to pull together. Great work everyone. Wishing all of you a 
Happy Christmas and to us a prosperous New Year. 
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SPFA Lottery Winners for November 
 

Lesley Gudgeon (01460 240236) 
 
 1st Draw   

1st J Willerton  1st M Isaacs 

2nd R Clampitt  2nd C Male 

3rd G Rogers  3rd A Gudgeon 

4th M Tolman  4th J & G Lock 

5th S Bow  5th J Parsons 

2nd Draw  

“Sing-A-Long-A-Carol” 
 

Please join Carol, Manda and Annie on Tuesday 18th or 
Saturday 22nd December (or brave both days!!) 
 
Or Join us when you hear us!! 
 
We will be ‘carolling around the Seavingtons and ending 
each time at the Volunteer for hot drinks and snacks. 
 
Starting at the Millennium Hall at 6.30 p.m. for 
approximately 2 hours. For more information please ring 
Annie on  01460 241762 (answerphone). 
 

In Aid of Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance 

Household Waste & Recycling  
 

Household Waste and Recycling collection dates over the holiday period 
are the usual days, i.e. Monday 24th December and Monday 31st 
December. 
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News from St Michael’s Church 
 

Manda Jaggers (01460 240554) 
 
Please note that the main service at Seavington now starts at 11.30am 
each Sunday. Also, as of 30th Dec, there will be only one service in the 
parish on the fifth Sunday of the month (except Easter Day.) This will take 
place at SS Peter and Paul in South Petherton. Please contact Carol or 
Manda if you require a lift or need any more information.  
 
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 
 
A huge thank you to all the clever “Flower Ladies” for making our church 
so beautiful for the Harvest Festival on 7th Sept. Sheila Riley co-ordinates 
the flower rota and would welcome any extra help if you have would like 
to join her team. 
 
Phil Eardley made a beautiful harvest loaf for the service (and I thought his 
hidden talent was karaoke!) This, with the many very generous donations 
from the people of Seavington, was taken to Barnabas House, to help 
them to learn how to prepare and cook meals for themselves. The staff 
and residents were incredibly grateful and wrote a letter of thanks to Rev 
Handy the next day. 
 
Many of you will know that Rev D Fyfe is now licensed to assist Rev Geoff 
Wade in the Winsmoor Parish. Fortunately, this is not goodbye to 
Seavington, but rather adding another string to her bow (which includes 
being Chaplain at South Petherton Hospital.) At the Matins service on 28th 
October, D was presented with a silver photo frame and a photo of St 
Michael’s. Thank you to everyone who gave so generously to this present. 
 
Just a reminder that, as usual, each house in the Parish will receive a 
Christmas Card containing all the Christmas services in Seavington and 
South Petherton. You will be assured of a warm welcome at each one; we 
hope you will come along to some or all of them. If you do not receive a 
church magazine, there is a copy in the shop and church, let us know if 
you would like to receive one. In the meantime, we are fortunate to have 
the News to share information. 
 
Rev Tom Handy can be contacted on 01460 241377 (his day off is Friday.) 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year from Manda Jaggers 
and Carol Talbot, Churchwardens. 



The Seavingtons’ News 

 

18 

Seavington Youth Club 
 

Jenny Isaacs (01460 240550) 
 

We had our AGM on the 15th October, thank you to the committee for 
agreeing to stay on for another year, so a huge thanks to Antony Smith, 
Julie Ginno, Jenny and Mark Isaacs. Also thank you to Pauline Parsons for 
attending the meeting, it was nice to see another face!!! 
 
On the 22nd October we had the Youth Club Halloween party. A huge, 
huge thank you to Sarah Smith, Sheila Reyland and Naomi Jaggers for all 
their help along with the committee to make this evening as successful as 
it always is. Fun was had by all. The fancy dress outfits were amazing, 
thanks to the parents for helping the children with these. 
 
We had contacts in the box, apple bobbing, the flour game, hot dogs 
cakes and lots of sweets! We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year. 
 
The last Youth Club for the year will be the 17th of December. We look 
forward to seeing as many of you back in 2013. 
 
Youth Club re-starts January the 14th. 

Serenade Concert  
 

Elaine Edwards  (01460  241601) 
 
The princely amount of £435.00 was raised by the choir at the 
Millennium Hall on Saturday 27th October 2012. The proceeds were 
donated to the Meningitis Trust and the Seavington Playing Fields 
Association (217.50 each).  
 
My thanks go to Annie, who ran the raffle, Peter, our master of 
ceremonies, Sally, on the door and Jenny and David, in the bar. Also, 
many thanks to the choir members for the entertainment and David 
Suttcliffe our choir leader.  
 
Last but not least, thank you to all the people who attended the evening 
and those who couldn't attend but gave donations.  
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Neroche DFAS 
 

Peter Hill, Vice-chairman (01460 67779 ) 
 

In the Bleak Midwinter 
By Ann Clements BA FRSA 

 
Monday 3rd December 2012  

6.30 p.m. for a wine reception and mince pies, talk at 7.15 p.m.  
Seavington Millennium Hall 

 
Ann Clements will give a seasonal presentation on how artists have 
responded to snow, from 18th Century peasants drying their clothes, 
through 17th Century Frost Fairs on the Thames, to 19th Century skaters 
in the Bois de Boulogne. The lecture will trace how, over a period of 500 
years, artists have reacted to the challenges of winter.  Much shivering, 
with brush and palette!   Ann Clements has produced a book with the 
same title as our talk. She is an art historian, and  has wide experience of 
lecturing both at home - including at the V&A Museum and for the 
National Trust - and abroad. Her earlier work includes cataloguing English 
watercolours and drawings for the Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester, 
research for the Paul Mellon Foundation, and working as an associate 
lecturer for Surrey University. She has lectured on several cruise lines and 
was a magistrate for 20 years. 
 
Visitors welcome  -  admission £3 (first two visits only). 
 
For more information see www.nerochedfas.org.uk 

Posada 
 
Posada is the word for an inn in Spanish. “Posada” is the tradition in South 
America where the crib figures, Mary, Joseph and the donkey travel daily 
from house to house on their way to church in time for Christmas. 
 
Posada starts on the first Sunday in Advent, which this year is Sunday 2nd 
December. 
 
If any family would like to have the crib figurines for a night they should call 
Annie Prichard on 01460 241762 and she will be happy to explain more to 
you. 
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Seavington Gardening Club 
 

Secretary: Ry Coffman (01460 240004) 
 
Thank you to everyone who turned out to plant daffodil bulbs on 
Tuesday 6th November.  It was a lovely sunny morning, perfect for 
planting 2,000 more bulbs along the front of the Playing Field in the verge 
and around the circular bank in the play area, so they should make a 
great show in the spring! 
 
7.30pm 8 November NEW Social Evening:  
A video on the  construction of the Millennium Hall by David Ades   
 
We welcomed members and non-members to the first Social Open 
Evening that the Gardening Club has held; it is a new extra November 
meeting and an opportunity to do something a bit different!  Mince pies 

An Unwelcome Visitor to our Shores  
 Ash dieback disease – (Chalara fraxinea) 

 
Ry Coffman (01460 240004) 

 
With my tree warden’s hat on, I would like to mention a few things about 
the above new disease which is affecting ash trees.  Currently as I write 
this, no cases have yet been identified in Somerset but it is probably only 
a matter of time.  It is a fungus whose spores are transmitted on the wind 
and has probably arrived in Britain on the wind or imported ash trees.   
 
We need to be vigilant so if anyone thinks their trees may be affected can 
they let the tree wardens know so that we can get them reported to the 
Forestry Commission and checked.   It seems to be most obvious in 
young trees with hanging dead blackened leaves and discoloured brown 
tree bark with lesions.  For information about identifying the disease 
please see: www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara. 
  
The government has just announced that no mature trees should be 
sacrificed to try to stop the disease but young diseased trees will be 
controlled while hopefully immunity develops. 
 
Ry Coffman 01460 240004, Alan Graham 01460 241886, Phil Gordon-
Smith 01460 242277, Voluntary Tree Wardens, Seavington Parish Council 
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and mulled wine were enjoyed by all.  Thank you to all those who 
contributed mince pies! 
 
David’s film recorded events from the August 1977 turf cutting and fund 
raising events, and the actual building, all leading up to and including the 
opening of the Millennium Hall in April 1998. It is now a historic 
document recording people that are gone and places that have changed.  
A timely reminder, 14 years later, of the amount of work put in by the 
Hall Committee to bring to fruition the Hall that we all use today.  
 
The film also reminded us what a debt the village owes in particular to 
Chairman Bob Ash and Treasurer Peter Ashley and the rest of the 
committee for all their hard work fund-raising and applying for grants.  
 
It has changed the village and became a model for the creation of the new 
Play Area in 2000 and then Shop and Café in 2010.  Most other villages 
around here are very envious of our facilities. So huge thanks to David 
for filming this historic record and making it available to us. 
 
Thursday 13 December: 
Seavington Gardening Club Christmas Lunch at Monk’s Yard 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone on the 13th at Monk’s Yard for a 
delicious lunch!  If you still haven’t booked your place please speak to 
Charo 01460 249690. 
 
7.30pm 10 January 2013: 
‘Lift the Latch’ Garden through the year. 
 
We start the New Year with a photographic visit to this wonderful 
garden near Chard which we visited a few years ago on one of our 
summer evening trips when it tipped down!  It will be fun to see it again, 
with owners Pauline and David Wright, in much better conditions and 
hopefully inspire us for the forthcoming gardening year! 
 
Note: new email address: ry.coff13@gmail.com 

Flooding Awareness  
 

The County Council has joined a European project to find the best 
methods of communicating flood risk and preparedness techniques to the 
communities of Somerset. You are invited to assist by completing a 
questionnaire at:  
http://www.somersetconsults.org.uk/consult.ti/floodaware/consultationHome 
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Kelly’s  Yard, Parrett Works, Martock, Somerset  
Tel No:  01935 826888 

Hair Removal / Waxing 
Manicures / Pedicures 

Nail Extensions 
Eyebrow & Eyelash Treatments  

Eyelash Extensions / Permanent Mascara 
Facials 

Stand-up Tanning booth 
also 

Sienna X Spray Tanning 

Customer Parking right to the door 
(on the South Petherton—Martock Road) 
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Beautiful & Unique  
Handmade Bags & Accessories 

 
Chris’s Studio Originals / Jhasper Limited Editions / Tailor Made Service 

  
Please visit our website or contact us directly for more 

information or to discuss your own ideas or requirements 
  

Jhasper Limited, Farlands Barn, Water Street, Seavington St Michael, 
ILMINSTER, Somerset, TA190QH. Tel: (01460) 240818 

Website: www.jhasper.co.uk—Email: info@jhasper.co.uk 
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FREE TRAINING…Offering a package to  
help you find sustainable employment… 
(Based on 16 hours per week) 
 

Step 1 
Employability and Personal Development 

City & Guilds   
Step 2 

Customer Services or IT skills 
City & Guilds  

Step 3 
Choice of Vocational Qualification: 

 

◊   Forklift Truck Licence   ◊   CSCS Card   ◊   Sage Accounting  
◊   Food Hygiene   ◊   Web Design and Graphics   ◊   and many more 

 
Eligibility: 

 

Age 19 (as of 31st August 2011), UK/EU Resident for 3 years,  in 
receipt of means tested benefit (JSA, Income support etc) 

How to contact TABS TRAINING:  
Tel: 01935 411711  Email: Yeovil@tabs.ltd.uk 

Opening hours:  Monday to Friday 09.30 am to 4.30 pm 
Park House, 45 The Park. Yeovil. BA20 1DF 
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 Welcome to the 

New Inn 
Warm & Friendly Welcome 

Bed & Breakfast 
A la Carte Menu 

Local Ciders & Fine Wines 
Monthly Quiz Night 

Large car park  

18th Century Traditional Public House 
Picturesque Beer garden 

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials 
Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales 

Richard’s Home Made Sunday  
Lunch Roasts  

Open 7 days a week  
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm) 

6.00pm – 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm) 
 

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413  
www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk 

 

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ  
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Marilyn Hills BA MA 
Core Process Psychotherapy 

01460 249176  
Psychotherapy can help you with : 

Stress : Anxiety : Depression : Debt : Loss : Grief : Relationships: Personal growth 
Contact me for a FREE Introductory Session 

 

 Email :  marilynhills@fastmail.fm 
Website: www.marilynhills.co,uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT); Electrical Power Quality Analyser 
Periodic Inspection Reports (Domestic and Commercial) 

Fire Alarm and Emergency Light Testing; Wireless Inspection Camera 
 

Domestic & Commercial  Work Undertaken:    
 

• Rewires     ● Additional sockets  
• Extensions     ● Listed building work 
• Computer/Telephone points ●  Whole House sound systems 
• Security and Access Lighting ● CCTV Camera Installation 
• Fire Alarms; Nurse Call Systems ●  Control Panel design & build 
• Electrical accessories  ● Engraving of labels 
• Cable laying and ducting   ● Outside Events 
• Electrical Door/ Gate Systems ● Intercom and Entry Systems 
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Cinders—The True Story   
An IES Production written by David Tristam and directed by Dave Goodall  

5th to 8th December 2012 
This is a Christmas show not to be missed. Suitable for the whole family, it has 
plenty of slapstick, as well as song and dance. Come and see the ugly sisters, 
Dotty and Potty, the Hairy Godmother, the Wicked Baroness and more. 
 

Tickets available from Lanes Garden Shop, Ilminster  
or call 07943 779880. 

 

7.30 pm & matinee performance at 2.30 pm on Saturday 8th December 
 

Adults: £8.50, Seniors: £7.50, Students/children £7.00 
 

The Warehouse Theatre, Ilminster provides high quality productions throughout 
the year for audiences of all ages. Facilities include a fully licensed bar, coffee lounge, 
wheelchair access and T-loop hearing system. 

 

www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk 

Coming Soon to  
The Warehouse Theatre 

Ilminster! 

Children’s Hospice South West 
 

New Year’s Eve Dance & Party 
 

Seavington Millennium Hall 
 

31st December 2012 
 

Live 3 piece band 
(not loud music) 

 
No bar: Bring your own; free tea & coffee 

 
Tickets £9 from Carol Rogers: 01935 881510 

 
Everyone welcome… dance, sit, enjoy the music 
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Christmas Quiz 
 

at the Volunteer Inn 
 

Wednesday 12th December 
 

Starting at 8.00 pm 
 

Charge £1.00 per head 
 

In aid of the SPFA, Registered Charity No: 268986 

News from the Volunteer Inn 
 

The Windy Ales are brewing up various storms. If you enjoy real ales, 
then come a long and give them a go. The best time for doing so is on 
our cheese night which takes place on Tuesday, I can recommend the 
drift for this.  Also available from your local brew pub are 5pt take home 
boxes. These make ideal presents. 
 
Specials at The Volunteer. 
 
Starting in Dec various meal deals will be available during the week days 
only. Main courses from £5.00.  
 
Still going strong are our pie nights on Wed evening. To book a table call 
Ruth on 01460 240126 
 
We would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas and a wonderful 
New Year from Ruth, Colin, Morgan, Lauren, and Gwen. 
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COME AND ENJOY 
A WARM WELCOME 

Don’t miss our  
ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR            

until 24th December 
 

come into the store for that           
special Christmas gift 

Book now for our popular 
 SENIORS’ LUNCHES                 
(two courses for just £5!)  

NEXT DATES: 
Mon 3rd Dec & Jan 14th 

 

Tel: 01460 249730 

 Don’t forget Father Christmas is coming to the store 
on Friday 14th December at 6pm join us for carols & 
mince pies  

 
 
Don’t forget… 
 
 

 
There is a Family Carol Service at 

 
St Mary’s Church, Sunday 16th December 

At 11.30 am 
 

Wrap up warm! 
 

Come & enjoy yourselves with seasonal carols & readings 
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Seavington Millennium Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 1st December 
Seavington Millennium Hall 9.00 am to mid-day 

 

Raffle, cakes, toys, bric-a-brac, jewellery 
as well as these stalls there will be others such as: The RSPB, Traid-

craft and our own youth club 
 

Tables still available at £5; Set-up from 8.00 am 
to book one call Annie: 01460 241762 (Answerphone) 

Registered Charity No: 268986 

Boxing Day Walkies 
 

Saturday 29th December 
 
After the “indulgence” of Christmas and before the “over-imbibing” of 
New Year’s Eve why not enjoy a stroll around the fields and lanes of The 
Seavingtons, ending up at The Volunteer for Brunch—sausage and bean 
feast, lasagne and a vegetarian dish to choose from at “High Noon”? 
 
Please meet at the Millennium Hall at 10.30 am. If you don’t fancy the 
walk, join us for brunch! Dogs welcome. 
 
Tickets £7; children £3.50. To help with catering please purchase tickets 
in advance from: 
 

The Volunteer (01460 240126) or Annie Prichard (01460 241762) 
 

In aid of St Michael’s Church Trust 
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The Christingle Service 
 

On Sunday 23rd December at 4.00 pm 
 

St Michael’s Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children—fancy dressing-up or reading a part and taking part in a short 
nativity scene? 
 
Up for grabs are: Mary & Joseph, the Mum and Dad of baby Jesus; three 
kings, who bring their gifts to baby Jesus, shepherds, who bring their love 
to baby Jesus and angels who guide them to baby Jesus. There are reading 
parts to do as well.  
 
After the service there are mince pies and mulled wine at The Beeches by 
kind invitation of D and Alastair Fyfe. 
 
Mums—there will be a rehearsal in St Michael’s Church on Saturday 22nd 
December at 3.00 pm. 
 
For more information please call Manda (01460 240554), Carol (01460 
240748) or Annie (01460 241762). There are answerphones so you can 
leave a message and we will call back. 

Village Mart 
Village Mart is offered as a free service to residents of The Seavingtons for sales of a 
non-commercial nature. Just contact the editor—see page 1 for details. 

Need a turkey for Christmas? Well I have the answer: 
 
Farm fresh Turkeys can be ordered and delivered in 
Seavington. Call Ruth on 01460 240126 or email 
info@thevolly.co.uk 
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The Seavingtons ’  Weather  in  October  2012 

 This year—2012 Previous year—2011 

Temperature   

Average Minimum          7.18°C        9.75°C 

Average Maximum        13.97°C       16.82°C 

Mean        10.58°C       12.99°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total       138.9mm (5.56")        51.5mm (2.06") 

Yearly Total (to date)       866.1mm (34.64")      434.3mm (17.37") 

The Seavingtons’ News wants to hear and publish your views on both the “News” itself and 
topics of importance or interest to our community. Please send your letters to the address on 
page 1. All opinions and views expressed are the sole responsibility of the writer and do not 
reflect the views of The Seavingtons’ News. For legal reasons we must have the name and 
address of the writer but can normally publish over a pseudonym on request. 

Village Voice—letters to the editor 

To the Editor: 
 
I would just like to say a BIG Thank You to everyone who helped, and 
attended the 3 talks I organised to raise money to complete the 
partitioning between the shop and café. A consultation phase has now 
been started by the committee to finalise the proposal and hopefully 
work will start before too long.  The total raised by the three events was 
£1137.23. Thank you for your support in this venture!  There will be a 
formal presentation of the monies to the shop committee in due course. 
 
Jo Mills 

Lifeboat Coffee Morning 
 
Mary Wyatt has informed us that the takings at the Coffee Morning in aid 
of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) were £577.65p. 
 
We offer our congratulations and thanks to Mary and Peter Wyatt for all 
their work in support of the RNLI. 



 

Taunton 
Kitchen worktops, replacement doors, 

 bathroom makeovers, commercial projects 

and much more! Call for a FREE quote: 

01823 530 310 
granitetransformations.co.uk/taunton 

Don’t replace it, reface it! 

  ¾ No demolition 

  ¾ No mess 

  ¾ 1‐2 day installation 

The top that fits on top 



 
 
 
 
 

CREATING A BUZZ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Victorian diamond bee brooch, 5cm 

BOUGHT FOR £6570 
 

Weekly General Auctions 

Six Major Catalogued Sales per Year 

Full Team of Specialists 

Home Visits without Charge 
 

(01460) 73041 
 

South Street, Crewkerne, TA18 8AB 
www.lawrences.co.uk 
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