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Prices: 
 

Punctures  £10.00; Tracking  £12.80 
Wheel Balance  £  5.00—X 2 wheels 

Tyre swaps  £  2.50 per wheel 
 

Second hand tyres £15.00—Any size, including fitting 
Buy 4 new or used tyres and get tracking free 

Tyres @ Reyland Autos 

 

Matthew Reyland 
Reyland Autos, Sunnyside Farm, Seavington, Ilminster, TA19 0QB 

01460 241238; 07969 206 866; reylandautos@hotmail.com 

□ Gear Boxes □ Clutches □ Welding & Fabrication □ MOTs 
□ Servicing □ Latest Diagnostic Equipment □ Tyres & Tracking 

JUST THINGS 
a fair trade shop 

 
33A, Silver Street, Ilminster, TA19 0DW 

(opposite the Minster) 
 

We sell a wide range of fairly traded gifts, toys, jewellery, 
clothes, bags, food and much more.  

 
Telephone: 01460 394931 Mobile: 07816 788457 

Email :enquiries@just-things.co.uk       Website: www.just-things.co.uk 
 

Opening times: 9.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday to Saturday 
Closed: Sunday and Monday 
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At the recent Gardening Club open evening Brian Lawrence showed a 
video of village activities in the year 2000. It was clear from the various 
scenes that participation in village affairs was much higher then than now. 
 
New members of our community, often from large towns or cities, always 
seem to enjoy our activities—see, for example, the article on page 5. 
Nevertheless, participation levels in our community affairs are noticeably 
lower than a few years ago both in leadership and participant rôles. 
 
When the Parish Council consulted residents and produced its Village Plan 
in 2005 there was a high level of support for a village youth club. Over the 
years since then the new Youth Club has grown into a flourishing entity 
with a wide range of equipment and good funding.  
 
As you will have seen in last month’s magazine, the current leadership feels 
that it is time to pass the baton to another team but, sadly, no one has 
shown any interest in taking over. We have plenty of youngsters, which 
implies parents in the age group with the energy to take the club forward. 
Why is no one prepared to step forward or must the club close? 
 
There is support available from the County Youth Service so you need not 
be shy or nervous - call Mark Isaacs on 01460 240550 and serve your 
community for a short while; it will be very rewarding at the personal level. 
 
David Froome 

T h e  S e av i n g t o n s ’  N ew s  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!            pm Friday 13th December 
                      until am Monday 16th December 
 
The Latest Copy Date                is the 12th December 
for the next issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 
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All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall 
For bookings call Pauline Eardley on 07914 710926 

For other Millennium Hall matters call Pauline Parsons on 01460 240193 

30th November 10.00 am Christmas Market—pp 19 &29 

12th December 7.00 pm Gardening Club Christmas Dinner – p17 

14th December 5.00pm -
7.00 pm 

Christmas Bash in the Village Store & Café 
– pp 5 & 22 

14th December 7.30 pm Flix in the Stix in Hinton St George Village 
Hall—p 9 

16th—21st 
December 

10.30 am - 
4.00 pm 

Crib Festival in St Peter’s & St Paul’s 
Church, South Petherton—p 31 

18th December 7.30 pm Christmas Quiz at the Volunteer Inn – p6 

27th December 10.30 am Boxing Day Walkies –p29 

Regular Activities  

Every Monday 6.30pm Young People’s Group—all ages 

2nd  Monday Noon Pensioners’ Lunches in Village Café  

1st  Saturday 9.00 am—
2.00 pm 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust Book Sale 
at 2, Winchester Cottages (opposite The 
Volunteer) 

3rd Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café  

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and 
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village 
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and 
let them keep in touch as well. 

www.theseavingtons.org 

   

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — F o r t h c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
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  Editorial: David Froome & Maria Potts 
  Advertising: Heather Scott 
  Production:  David & Wendy Eliot 
  Technical & web-site support: Eugene Mulligan 
  Graphics & Visual Support: George Brown 
  

Village web-site:www.theseavingtons.org 
 

Contributions are welcomed. You may submit electronically or by handwritten 
or typed manuscript to the editor at the address on page 1. The contents of this 
village magazine are the copyright © of the Seavingtons' News unless the item 
concerned carries an alternative copyright assertion. However, all information 
on village activities and events may be freely reproduced.  
 
Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have 
any questions. 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £90  £10  

½ Page  £45  £5  
¼ Page  £25  £3  

Advertising enquiries to: Heather Scott, 01460 241437 

adverts@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

1st December 11.30 am Holy Communion 

8th December 8.00 am BCP Holy Communion 

8th December 11.30 am All Age Service 

15th December 11.30 am Carol Service at St Mary’s Church 

22nd December 4.00 pm Christingle 

25th December 10.45 am Holy Communion 

NB No service in Seavington on the fifth Sunday of each month but you 
are welcome to join the services in St Peter & St Paul’s, South Petherton. 

Rev Tom Handy telephone: 01460 240377; revdtomhandy@hotmail.com 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n  
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A Farmer’s Diary 
 

Farm Boy 
 
It is amazing how our reasonably dry summer quickly ran into a rather 
damp autumn; nevertheless because the ground was rather dry the soil 
absorbed a lot of the rain that has fallen over the past weeks. 
 
Overall, things look far better than they did a year ago when the land was 
waterlogged and a large proportion of the autumn crops remained 
unsown. Most of the crops that were sown went into the ground in far 
from ideal conditions, meaning that establishment was poor and the 
ground coverage patchy. 
 
This time most of the autumn sown crops are looking far better and a lot 
of the seed that should have been sown a year ago has now been planted 
a year later. 
 
Nevertheless it has been far from an easy time, there has been a lot of 
pressure on the farmers to seize every possible short dry spell to get the 
last of their crops harvested and the fields worked back into seedbeds for 
the new crops to be sown. 
 
Much of the success has to be attributed to large modern machinery but 
this costs such a huge amount of money that many of us turn to 
contractors. They have not had an easy time either because they have 
had to work flat out every time it was possible to get on the land, to 
enable them to keep up with the demands of their customers.  
 
Remembrance Sunday was delightful and it was a pity that it was followed 
by more rain during the night and on Monday. It is now Tuesday and it is 
looking brighter with the weather forecast giving a couple of sunny days 
to follow.  
 
With this in mind, after the morning routine was complete, which is 
considerable now the dairy herd is now confined to the farmstead for the 
winter, John and I went off to inspect our autumn sown crops and also to 
see if it would be possible to try and snatch some fields of late grass that 
needs cutting for silage.  
 
The trouble is the days are so short and the grass so wet that ,even if the 
ground will take the weight of the machinery, it will be a job to get the 
grass dry enough to make it manageable. The alternative is to leave it for 
sheep to graze, but in an ideal world the crop is now far too bulky.  
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An appreciation of the SPFA apple harvest supper 
 

Rosalind & Roger Clampitt 
 

We hear much in the press and from politicians about the fragmentation 
of society and people living in lonely isolation.  This is certainly true in 
many places.  It is absolutely not the case in the Seavingtons.  One must 
therefore ask why this is so.  I believe the answer may partly be found in 
a quotation by former US President J F Kennedy, ‘Ask not what your 
country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country’. 
 
The reason the Seavingtons work so well is that many people give freely 
of their time and talents and create a place in which it is a pleasure to 
live.  The recent Apple Harvest Supper is a case in point.  It was a truly 
delightful evening made possible by the huge efforts of Annie Prichard and 
all the ladies who prepared the delicious food including Ruth’s tasty home 
baked ham.   
 
Thanks are also due to the youngsters who made the apple tree and 
apple banners and everyone else who contributed.  Not every village has 
a couple of musicians of the quality of Andrew and Tony who entertained 
us (watch out Simon and Garfunkel!). 
 
It maybe takes the new eyes of recent newcomers to appreciate just how 
well the village works; long term residents perhaps regard it all as 
perfectly normal and have forgotten just how much effort they put in to 
achieve that success. 
 
Thanks again everyone for a smashing evening (even though we didn’t win 
the raffle)! 

Judging by the amount of oil seed rape sown in the area, next spring 
should see many bright yellow fields, accompanied with a rather 
overpowering sweet smell that will fill the air bringing no comfort to hay 
fever sufferers. Spring may seem a long way away, but it will surely be 
with us once again as the cycle continues.  

Christmas Bash in the Village Store & Café 
 
Saturday 14th December—5.00—7.00 pm 
 

Father Christmas—Music & Carols—Christmas Draw 
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Apple Day 2013 at the Community Shop & Café  
 

Jo Mills (01460 241886) 
 
Friday 18th October was a much nicer day than the weather forecast 
predicted and consequently the shop & café welcomed lots of customers, 
many of them new, during the afternoon of Apple-based activities.  
 
A queue of people seeking identifications for unknown apples soon formed, 
Liz Copas, author of ‘A Somerset Pomona’, very kindly worked hard all 
afternoon tasting and looking up a huge variety of eating and cooking apples 
from people’s gardens.  
 
Luckily Tim Edwards was on hand offering samples of Apple Brandy to taste 
from the Somerset Cider Brandy Company, whilst volunteers offered  
samples of apple juice from the North Perrott fruit farm and chatted about  
the apples on display.   
 
A determined band gathered later in the afternoon trying to peel the longest 
Apple Peel.  You might need to know that the record is held by a gentleman 
from Hereford whose peel was measured by Common Ground at 11.38m 
( that’s about 37 feet!).  Our winner, café volunteer Marion Bennett’s, effort 
fell a little short of that distance at 1.95m.    Marion has thrown down the 
gauntlet to Pauline Woodward, last year’s winner as Pauline was unable to 
attend on Apple Day and defend her 2012 apple peeling title which she won 
with an unbroken peel 2.16m long!   
 
The children’s colouring competition Under 5’s category was won with 
pointillist brilliance by Charlie Tither( aged 1 yr 9months). The Over 5’s 
section was won by Natalie Goodwill who added a crowd as well as scenery 
to her colourful picture.   
 
I would like to thank everyone who helped to make the day a very successful 
and enjoyable one. 

Christmas Quiz at the Volunteer Inn 
 

A Christmas Quiz, in aid of the Seavington Playing Field Association, is being 
held at the Volunteer Inn on Wednesday 18th December, from 7pm, with 
the quiz starting at 7.30pm. 
 
Tickets for the evening are £7 including food, with all diets catered for, or £2 
for just the quiz. 
 
 Tickets are limited and are available from the Volunteer Inn (01460 240126) 
or Annie Prichard (01460 241762). 
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Seavington Playing Field Association Lottery 
 

Lesley Gudgeon (01460 240236) 
 

The Seavington Playing Field Association lottery offers prizes of: 
 

First prize £30 
Second £20; Third £15; Fourth £10; Fifth £10 

October Winners  

1st Colin Male  1st Sid Male 

2nd Mrs J Kyte  2nd Eugene Mulligan 

3rd J Noms  3rd Michael Harrison 

4th Eugene Mulligan  4th Andrea Patch 

5th M Tolman  5th Mrs G Beveridge 

November Winners 

Good News 
 

Christmas at Seavington is not cancelled! 

 
Revd Tom Handy (01460 240377) 

 
Many apologies for the slightly premature notice in last month's 
Seavingtons’ News that our Christmas service would be a joint one with 
the other parishes in our benefice.  
 
Admittedly this was looking like a possible way forward given a 
diminishing team of service leaders, but I am pleased to confirm that we 
will be able to staff a Christmas Communion Service at St. Michael's at 
10.45am on Christmas Day.  
 
I hope to see many of you over the Christmas period and enjoy 
continuing to get to know you all slowly but surely.  
 
Seasons Greetings, (as I write, the first I have given!)  
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Christmas is on it’s way, and lots of birds are too!! 
 

Becky Thorpe (01458 252820) 
 

Starlings in their millions!  Now is the best time to see huge numbers of 
these birds flock together and do aerial displays in the Somerset Levels.  
Most arrive here to enjoy our milder winters, travelling from places like 
Norway, Finland and Russia, where many of them nest in spring.  Some 
starlings are here all year round in very small numbers, but most are 
visitors, making Somerset their winter home.  For more details on where 
to see them, as they do move around a lot, check our website 
ham.wall@rspb.org.uk or contact the starling hotline number,  Avalon 
Marshes Starling Hotline - 07866 554142. 
 
It’s also ‘nice weather for ducks’ here in Somerset, when it’s cold and wet 
in winter!  Come and see lots of different ducks splashing about, such as 
widgeon, teal, shoveler and pintail.   
 
All these ducks holiday here for winter and go back to Russia and other 
countries in Eastern Europe and Scandinavia, in time for spring to nest.  
So visit our reserves to see these beautiful winter visitors.  Greylake has 
a choice of two hides and a viewing screen to sit and enjoy close up 
views. 
 
Many of the fields here get very wet in winter, perfect for wading birds.  
Golden plovers, and lapwing love wading around in shallow water and 
muddy edges of fields, and can be seen in their thousands at Greylake and 
West Sedgemoor.   These birds also call the Somerset Levels home in 
winter, coming from similar places to the ducks and starlings mentioned 
above.  
 
Foxes, stoats, otters, badgers, water voles and hedgehogs live on our 
reserves too.  Look out for their footprints in the mud and if you are 
really lucky you might even see one! 
 

EVENTS: 
 
Ducktastic! RSPB West Sedgemoor   
Sunday 1 December, Wednesday 18 December, Boxing Day  
Thursday 26 December, 10 am-12 pm 
 
Binoculars and telescopes, hot refreshments provided.  Wear warm, 
waterproof clothing and wellies or hiking boots.  RSPB members £2, non-
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members £5, under 18 free, pay on the day.    Booking essential.  Call 
07774 620879 or email west.sedgemoor@rspb.org.uk. 
 
Winter Wetland Safari, RSPB Ham Wall  
Sunday 8 December, 1.30-4.30 pm 
 
A walk to see the excellent selection of wildfowl and other wildlife that 
spend the winter months at Ham Wall. If we are lucky, we may see barn 
owls, marsh harriers and bitterns. Followed by tasty soup, homemade 
cookies and hot drinks at Meare Manor (included in price). £7 per 
person.  Booking essential, contact Meare Manor 01458 860449. 
 
Crane Safari 
 
Would you like to go on safari to see spectacular wildlife?  The Great 
Crane Project is offering people special opportunities to see the cranes 
by going out in the ‘crane truck’ with members of the project team.  The 
project’s volunteer ‘crane monitors’ find the cranes by radio tracking 
them across the Somerset Levels, and then identify individuals by their 
coloured leg rings and observe their behaviour and welfare.  From 
November to March you can join them for a morning watching these 
wonderful birds (and other wildlife along the way), followed by lunch and 
a film about the project, all for only £15 per person.  The project is 
organising these Crane Safaris with the Willows and Wetlands Centre, 
through which bookings can be made (phone 01823 490249).  More 
information at:  
 
http://www.thegreatcraneproject.org.uk/seeing-cranes/events 

‘Flix in the Stix’ 
 

Rosemary Tout  
 

Hinton St. George ‘Flix in the Stix’ presents ‘Robot and Frank’ (12), on 
Saturday, December 14th in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. Tickets £5 in 
advance from the Village Shop and Dorothy’s Tea Room, or, £5.50p on 
the door. To reserve Tickets please contact 01460 72906. 
 
Frank is a retired jewel-thief, living alone. His son tries to care for him 
from afar and finally gets a robot caretaker. But Frank soon learns that it 
is as useful as a burglary aid. 
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Andrew Lodge 
 Plumbing and Heating   

 

Central Heating and Boiler Specialists; Replace / Install oil tanks  
Bathrooms & en suites designed & installed 

 

All general plumbing work undertaken  

Tel:  01460 249150       Mob: 07798 502367 

 

RICHARD CLIFTON 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

Interior and exterior work 
Free written estimates or quotations 
Good preparation; Attention to detail 

 

Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 

Seavington 

 

Conservation and new works undertaken 
Visit our website to view gallery: www.mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
Tel: 01460 249468 or e-mail: office@mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
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Private Car Hire 
 

Get to those important appointments 
Hospital, Doctor, Dentist 

Local Airports, Railway Stations 
Bus Stations, Ferries & Cruise Ships 

Packets & Documents Delivered 
 

Strictly Pre-booked 
Call Nigel on 01460 72177 

 

Clapper Hay ▫ Church Street ▫ Merriott ▫ Somerset TA16 5PR 
 

Tel: 01460 74612  Fax: 01460 76222  Email: rawicks@lineone.net 
www.wicksheating.co.uk 

VAT No: 785-3519-93 

 

 
 
 
 
Carpentry and Joinery                        
Roofing and Electrical                     Aubrey Bage  
Painting and Decorating          07817 419022 
General Building Work                  Aubrey.bage@aol.co.uk 
 

Specialists in the Repair and Renovation of Listed Buildings  
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Photocopy & Laminating 
Ink Cartridges & Paper 
Tuition & Support 
Home & Business 

Repairs and Upgrades 
New Systems & Laptops 
Virus Prevention 
Web Design 

01460 
53613 Computer Services 

10 West St. 
Ilminster 

www.ios-tech.com 

Your local computer shop - for friendly, professional advice 

CANINE SERVICES 
 

Dog Grooming 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 
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Karen’s Alterations 
Byways, Church Lane, Horton, 
Tel. 01460  55627 / 07813143616 

 
I can alter adult or children’s clothing: Take up a hem, replace a zip and more. 

Curtains or blinds made to measure. 
Nothing is too small 

WISHING WELL CUPCAKES 
 

Luxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Cookies and Bakes 
 

Special Occasions and Events ◦ Large Parties to Small Gifts   
Wedding Cupcake Towers ◦ Birthday and Occasion Cakes 

Quality Ingredients - Organic Flour, Butter & Cocoa, Local Free Range Eggs 
 

Contact Sarah – 01460 241320 / 07709194559 
www.wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk    mail@wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk 

 

Fully registered & 5 Star Rating with South Somerset District Council 

10%  
DISCOUNT  

 
VALID UNTIL 
CHRISTMAS 

LIFT WEST MOT & 
TYRE CENTRE 

 
Class 4 ‐ £40 

 

Cars, Taxis, Minibuses up to 12 seats, Goods Vehicles not exceeding 
3000KG DGW, Motor Caravans & Dual Purpose Vehicles 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Lift West Ltd, Lopen Head Business Park,  
Lopen Head, TA13 5JH 

Tel: 01460242400 Email: mot@liftwest.com 

Also available Class 5 and Class 7 
Also  Available  Air  Conditioning 
All  Vehicle  Repairs  Undertaken 
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A U T O-M O B I L E 
C R A S H R E P A I R S 

(Established over 35 years) 
 

For all your vehicle body repairs from bumper scratches 
To a full re-spray of cars and light commercials 

 

Our estimates are free 
■ 

Free delivery and pickup service 
■ 

Courtesy car available 
■ 

Insurance approved 
 

Contact Gary James on  
01935 823694 or 07838 589208 

 
Parrett Works, Martock, on South Petherton to Martock Road 

www.automobilecrashrepairs.co.uk 

 Jimmy 
James 
CARPENTRY 

& FURNITURE 
 

SINCE 1989 
 

Built-in wardrobes...cabinets… 
Bookcases...kitchens… 

Individually designed and made 
 

For a free quotation 
‘phone me on 

Ilminster (01460) 53889 

St Michael’s Church 
Seavington Trust 

 

Next sale of  : 
 

Books, Plants & Bric-a-Brac  
 

8th February 2014 
 

at 2, Winchester Cottages 
(Opposite The Volunteer) 

 
New and Second-hand Books 

Selection of bric-a-brac 
A great selection for children of 
all ages from stories to study! 

 
NB—Open 9.00 am to 2.00 pm 

 

  please come and browse 
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NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years 
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum 

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit 
 

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 

  D.J.G WINDOW CLEANING & GARDENING SERVICES 

 
   ■   Window, Gutter, Fascia, u-PVC cleaning    ■   Pressure Washing 
 
   ■   Hedge & grass cutting, General gardening    ■   Hedge laying & fencing 
 
   ■   House, garden clearance      ■   Logs 
 

Fully insured: Call Dan on 01460 57877 or 07519174788 



The Seavingtons’ News 

 

16 

Seavington Gardening Club Programme 2014  
 

Talks are held at Seavington Millennium Hall and are open to visitors £2 
Annual Membership £7.50 payable in January 

Contact: Ry Coffman 01460 240004 
 

Time & Date Subject 

Thursday 7.30pm 
9 January 

Talk: ‘Heritage Vegetables’ – Chris Smith, Pennard 
Plants Plants for Sale Flower of the Month competition 

Thursday 7.30pm 
13 February 

Talk & Demo: ‘Propagation Part 2’ with Neil Lovesey 
of Picket Lane Nursery Plants for Sale  
Flower of the Month competition 

Thursday 7.30pm 
13 March + AGM 

Talk: ‘Shady Ladies and Sunseekers’ Mary Benger, 
Burrow Farm  followed by AGM Flower of the Month 
competition 

Thursday 7.30pm 
10 April 

Talk: ‘History and Practical Uses for Unusual Herbs’ – 
Carrie Packenham Flower of the Month competition 

Monday 6.45 for 
7pm  
14 April 

Visit: 25% Discount Shopping at Brimsmore Garden 
Centre (with Over Stratton Gardening Club) 

Thursday 7.00pm 
8 May 

Visit: ‘Lift the Latch’ David and Pauline Wright.  
Blacklands Lane, Forton, Chard TA20 2NF Entry £3 - £2 for 
tea and cake. 

Saturday 10.00am 
10 May  

Seavington Gardening Club 
PLANT SALE at Seavington Millennium Hall 

Thursday 7.00pm 
12 June 

Visit: ‘Northfield’, Watergore TA13 5LH  – Vernon and 
Jane White Entry and Refreshments £5 

Thursday 7.00pm 
10 July 

Visit: 20 Budwith Road, Chard TA 20 2BN 
Paul and Barbara Blackburn £2.   
Supper at the Volunteer, Seavington 

Saturday 2.30pm 
9 August 

Seavington Gardening Club 
Flower Show at Seavington Millennium Hall 

Thursday 7.30pm 
11 September 

Talk: ‘Putting Gardens to bed for the Winter’ – The 
Gold Club Flower of the Month competition 

Thursday 6.30pm 
9 October 

Guest Night Buffet and Talk: ‘On Wings and Wind – 
the pollination of Flowers’  Dr. Anne and  
Mr J Bebbington Flower of the Month Competition and annual 
presentation of Irene Williams Memorial plate. 

Thursday 7.30pm 
13 November 

Social tbc 
  

December Christmas Lunch tbc 
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Seavington Gardening Club 
 

 Ry Coffman (01460 240004 or ry.coff13@gmail.com) 
 
Social Evening  7.30pm Thursday 14 November – Open to Non-
Members! 
 
Mince pies and mulled wine greeted members and guests for the film 
show.  Brian Lawrence introduced the 3 films he was presenting this 
evening.  He was accompanied by Alan from the U3A team that made 
two of the films.  We started with the film called ‘The Story of the Chard 
Canal’ made by the U3A team. The canal ran from Chard to Creech St 
Michael near Taunton and opened in 1842.  25 years later it had been 
abandoned with the arrival of railways in Somerset. The film follows the 
route and finds fascinating evidence of the canal which has now all but 
been forgotten. This was followed by a hilarious clip of out-takes from 
the Canal film!    
 
Next Brian showed a film about the Chaffcombe Waterwheel 
restoration, also made by the U3A team. The Waterwheel originally 
powered a butter factory using water that flowed from Chard reservoir.  
The film showed the loving restoration and re-siting of the watermill.  It 
was a reminder of how clever Victorians were at creating power at the 
point it was required from the natural environment. 
 
Lastly we watched the ‘Seavington 2000’ film made by Brian, with a voice 
over by Gill Lawrence and edited by Ken Wensley – a true ‘School Lane 
Production’! The film was made to commemorate the Millennium and 
features events that happened in Seavington throughout that year.  A 
welcome trip down memory lane and an important social record. 
 
Many thanks to Brian and Alan for an excellent evening. 
 
Forthcoming events:  
 
The Club Christmas Dinner will be at 7pm 12 December at The 
Volunteer  
 
2014  9th January: The New Year starts with 'Heritage Vegetables' 
by Chris Smith from Pennard Plants. 
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St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust 
Registered Charity No: 1068251 

 
Sally Gough (01460 240897) 

 
The Trust has had a good fundraising year.  Some £2,700 has been raised 
through fundraising events which is great credit to the enthusiasm and 
energy of the Trustees and the committee members. It also shows what 
excellent support we have received from those living in the village who 
are keen to support their village church. 
 
A meeting of the St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust was held on 14th 
November. Sally Gough was unanimously elected as Chairman. She has 
taken over from Alastair Fyfe who has retired after 5 years in the post. 
His leadership and hard work have been much appreciated and he will be 
a hard act to follow! Christina Bancroft has also retired as a Trustee after 
nearly 9 years of loyal and dedicated service to the Trust. The committee 
thanks them both for all their support over the years.  
 
Below is a list of the current Trustees: 
 
Trustees: 
 
Mrs Sally Gough (Chairman) Mrs Manda Jaggers 
Mrs Carol Talbot   Mr Chris Gough (Honorary Treasurer) 
Miss Annie Prichard  The Reverend Tom Handy – ex-Officio 
 
Committee Member (non-Trustee): 
 
Mrs Joy Madge 

Village Mart 
Village Mart is offered as a free service to residents of The Seavingtons for sales of a 
non-commercial nature. Just contact the editor—see page 1 for details. 

For Sale:  
 
Cot and mattress, nearly new £15 
Three tier glass TV stand  £20 
 
Telephone: 01460 241383 
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Seavington Playing Field Association 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 
Bonfire and Fireworks Evening – Our thanks go to all who supported 
the event, whether or not they attended, on 5th November, and I am 
pleased to say that at present the evening raised £278 for Playing Field 
funds. 
 
We would also like to thank those who donated materials for the 
bonfire.  As children arrived for the event you could hear them getting 
excited about its size.  After a few concerns the bonfire did light and 
thanks go to Philip and Matthew Eardley for their work.  Also thanks go 
to the extended Ash Family for their pyrotechnics expertise. 
 
Again thanks to all who made this such an enjoyable and successful event.  
Shall we do it again next year and should it be on the 5th November – not 
the weekend before or after?  Let us know what you think. 
 
Next funding raising events are 
Christmas Market – Saturday 30th November 
Christmas Quiz – at The Volunteer (with food) – tickets to be bought in 
advance. [please see more information on page 6] 
 
Opening up the field for use by all – The next big funding raising 
project for the SPFA will be hopefully the ‘Paths around the field project’ 
which we consulted on earlier in the year.  At the moment we have a 6 
acre field that is used by dog walkers, every other week during the 
football season by a team who come from Chard, and occasionally the 
other goal areas are used for a general ‘kick around’.  It is obvious that 
the lighted tarmac path from the overflow car park to the Hall, Shop and 
Cafe is the priority, and initial costs are estimated at some £20,000.   
 
Members of the Committee have recently spoken to people who 
hopefully can point us in the right direction for grant funding.  We would 
also like to be able to provide the two smaller paths as this will open up 
the field and play areas for use, particularly in the winter months, by 
parents with pushchairs, by walkers and enable the seats at the top of the 
field to be more readily accessible.  The paths would also provide an area 
where young children could scoot or learn to ride their bikes in safety.  
Some form of fitness trail could also be included with equipment for use 
by our older children and adults.  The location of the paths will not 
threaten the use of the playing field for sport.  However, we need your 
support to do this. 
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From the Parish Council 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 
Village Car Park -  Assumptions had been made in the past that the area of 
land known as the Village Car Park (formerly the village pond) was 
owned by the Parish Council.  However, this was not the case and some 
three years ago the Parish Council started proceedings to get the area 
registered.  We are now pleased to report that this has finally happened. 
 
 
Our new County Councillor, Christopher Le Hardy, has been sending monthly 
briefings to the Parishes in his Ward and it has been agreed that, rather 
than have a synopsis of this in the Seavingtons’ News, the whole 
document will appear on the village web-site.  We all hope that you will 
find this interesting and informative to keep you up-to-date with what is 
happening at County Hall. 

Seavington Web Museum 
 

Ry Coffman (01460 240004) 
 
We had an interesting response to our request for help in identifying the 
locations of some of the old photos we have been donated. 
 
David’s Lane Cottages:  Bill Collins called to say that the original wall of 
one of the cottages is buried under roadside vegetation by the garages on 
David’s Lane.  David Wills said the cottages in the photo were where the 
new houses on the corner of David Lane are now – the wall identified by 
Bill Collins belonged to another cottage that used to be there. 
 
Unknown Cottage, Seavington: No progress on this one 
 
John and Vicky Hopkins outside a house on School Lane:  No progress on this 
one either – Marion Bennett said that the windows and doors do not tie 
up with Orchard Cottage.  Probably this house does not exist anymore. 
 
Seavington Club photo taken in St Mary’s:  This was confirmed to be at the 
top of West Street with, if you look carefully, Hurcott Hill in the 
background. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contacted us to help with research – we solved 
2 out of the 4!   
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Ladies who take tea 
 

Gilly Myers (01460  242477) 
 
We had a most enjoyable and instructive afternoon on Friday, 25th 
October. After Alastair Fyfe had given a brief introduction and outlined 
what The Farm Community Network’s aims are, Angie, of Cottage 
Flowers, Ilminster, gave a most amusing and inspiring demonstration on 
how to make various Christmas decorations using mostly wild and garden 
foliage with very few flowers. As a bonus at the end she also showed how 
to decorate a couple of pumpkins for Halloween. Afterwards a delicious 
(and fattening!) tea was indulged in by all as many people had made a huge 
and delicious array of cakes, biscuits and sandwiches. I believe everyone 
enjoyed it and we managed to make £168 for the Charity.  
 
There are many people to thank. First, Alastair and especially Angie and, 
of course, all the people who so kindly contributed cakes, etc. Also, we 
should like to thank Monica Pye who kindly washed up for us afterwards 
and my two daughters, Sophie Stovin and Emma Way, who helped set it 
all up and clear up afterwards. We are also very grateful to Mark Ellis 
who kindly folded and put away all the tables and chairs for us. Everyone 
was so kind and Annie and I are very grateful. 

 
 

Don’t forget… 
 
 

 

There is a Family Carol Service at 
 

St Mary’s Church, Sunday 15th December 
At 11.30 am 

 

Wrap up warm! 
 

Come & enjoy yourselves with seasonal carols & readings 
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Over the Counter 
 

Mark Ellis (01460 241112) 
 
Many of our long term residents will recall the previous shop(s) in the 
village.  Indeed, these memories are undoubtedly behind some of the 
support the new shop gained when the idea was first mooted (over 10 
years ago now) and I am pleased that this support has continued through 
the concept stage and is still being offered now we are fully operating.   
 
There are many reasons people continue to support the idea of a shop in 
the village but I suspect that one of them is that people know what sort of 
things having a shop can mean to the community.  Not just the provision 
of a local shop for groceries or indeed the meeting facilities of the café but 
also services such as a dry cleaning pickup, seniors’ lunches, meeting place 
for local MP surgery, youth club support, craft fair and many others all on 
our doorstep. The issue of the sort of useful services the shop can bring to 
the community are often discussed by volunteers and management 
committee and we are never short of ideas and suggestions.   
 
Both the 2012 survey of the villages and the more recent trawl for your 
views have come up with several good suggestions many of which we are 
actively trying to implement.  Postal drop off point, grocery delivery 
service, “cashback” on shopping and many other ideas are being looked at 
as services we can provide our residents and, volunteer force permitting 
(which is most often our limiting factor), I am confident we will be able to 
implement some in the near future but I would also urge you to lodge any 
further ideas you have with the duty volunteer so they too can be 
assessed.   
 
The shop is now gearing up for Christmas with both our range of 
Christmas goods on display as well as many local craft-works of all types 
for sale as part of the craft fair.  In line with most other shops we will have 
our Christmas decorations up by the end of November so that we are in a 
good position to say thank-you for all your support at the Christmas bash 
in the shop and café on 14th December 17.00-19.00.  Father Christmas will 
be there and there will be music on hand for some carol singing as well as 
making the Christmas draw. 
 
A Volunteers’ evening is planned for Friday 17th January and the theme will 
be “Spanish” so please keep your eyes on the notice board for signup 
nearer the time.  Finally, to all our residents, I wish you a merry Christmas 
and a rewarding new year. 
 
Community shop contact No: 01460 249730 
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01460 249730 

Wonderful CHRISTMAS GOODIES 
 on your doorstep! 

 

Local pickles, jams and juices 

Cakes, pies and puds 
Stocking fillers 

Christmas cards and notelets 
Fine wines and much much more ........ 

                                                                  
TASTY WINTER WARMERS IN OUR LOVELY CAFE 

Open Mon - Fri from 9.30, Sat 9.30 - 2.00 
 

We wish you all a very Happy Christmas                        
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Beautiful & Unique  
Handmade Bags & Accessories 

 
Chris’s Studio Originals / Jhasper Limited Editions / Tailor Made Service 

  
Please visit our website or contact us directly for more 

information or to discuss your own ideas or requirements 
  

Jhasper Limited, Farlands Barn, Water Street, Seavington St Michael, 
ILMINSTER, Somerset, TA190QH. Tel: (01460) 240818 

Website: www.jhasper.co.uk—Email: info@jhasper.co.uk 

 

Marilyn Hills BA MA 
Core Process Psychotherapy 

01460 249176  
Psychotherapy can help you with : 

Stress : Anxiety : Depression : Debt : Loss : Grief : Relationships: Personal growth 

Contact me for a FREE Introductory Session 
 

 Email :  marilynhills@fastmail.fm 
Website: www.marilynhills.co,uk 
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FREE TRAINING…Offering a package to  
help you find sustainable employment… 
(Based on 16 hours per week) 
 

Step 1 
Employability and Personal Development 

City & Guilds   
Step 2 

Customer Services or IT skills 
City & Guilds  

Step 3 
Choice of Vocational Qualification: 

 

◊   Forklift Truck Licence   ◊   CSCS Card   ◊   Sage Accounting  
◊   Food Hygiene   ◊   Web Design and Graphics   ◊   and many more 

 

Eligibility: 
 

Age 19 (as of 31st August 2011), UK/EU Resident for 3 years,  in 
receipt of means tested benefit (JSA, Income support etc) 

How to contact TABS TRAINING:  
Tel: 01935 411711  Email: Yeovil@tabs.ltd.uk 

Opening hours:  Monday to Friday 09.30 am to 4.30 pm 
Park House, 45 The Park. Yeovil. BA20 1DF 
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 Welcome to the 

New Inn 
Warm & Friendly Welcome 

Bed & Breakfast 
A la Carte Menu 

Local Ciders & Fine Wines 
Monthly Quiz Night 

Large car park  

18th Century Traditional Public House 
Picturesque Beer garden 

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials 
Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales 

Richard’s Home Made Sunday  
Lunch Roasts  

Open 7 days a week  
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm) 

6.00pm – 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm) 
 

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413  
www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk 

 

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ  
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LOUISE LAYZELL 
Teacher of English to 
Speakers of Other 
Languages 
 
 
 
 

01460 242175   
07989325598 

Fun workshops for families, small groups 
and individuals  

Cеминары для семей, небольших 
групп и отдельных лиц 

Oficinas divertidas para famílias, 
pequenos grupos e indivíduos 

Zabawa warsztaty dla rodzin, małych 
grup i osób prywatnych 

A one day Floral Painting Workshop 
 
Take a new challenge, treat and surprise yourself.  Beginner and 
improver classes in watercolour.  Up to 5 students for very 
personal tuition. Classes are in the Artist’s home in Seavington. All 
enquiries - email to charo.r@talktalk.net or phone Charo Ritchie 
(SFP) on 01460 249690.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT); Electrical Power Quality Analyser 
Periodic Inspection Reports (Domestic and Commercial) 

Fire Alarm and Emergency Light Testing; Wireless Inspection Camera 
 

Domestic & Commercial  Work Undertaken:    
 

 Rewires     ● Additional sockets  

 Extensions     ● Listed building work 

 Computer/Telephone points ●  Whole House sound systems 

 Security and Access Lighting ● CCTV Camera Installation 

 Fire Alarms; Nurse Call Systems ●  Control Panel design & build 

 Electrical accessories  ● Engraving of labels 

 Cable laying and ducting   ● Outside Events 

 Electrical Door/ Gate Systems ● Intercom and Entry Systems 

Mobile: 07808 049034 



The Seavingtons’ News 

 

28 

UÄâá{ [t|Ü 9 Uxtâàç ftÄÉÇ 

Kelly’s  Yard, Parrett Works, Martock, Somerset  
Tel No:  01935 826888 

Hair Removal / Waxing 
Manicures / Pedicures 

Nail Extensions 
Eyebrow & Eyelash Treatments  

Eyelash Extensions / Permanent Mascara 
Facials 

Stand-up Tanning booth 
also 

Sienna X Spray Tanning 

Customer Parking right to the door 
(on the South Petherton—Martock Road) 
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Boxing Day Walkies 
 

Friday 27th December 
 
After the “indulgence” of Christmas and before the “over-imbibing” of 
New Year’s Eve why not enjoy a stroll around the fields and lanes of The 
Seavingtons, ending up at The Volunteer for Brunch—sausage and bean 
feast, lasagne and a vegetarian dish to choose from at “High Noon”? 
 
Please meet at the Millennium Hall at 10.30 am. If you don’t fancy the 
walk, join us for brunch! Dogs welcome. 
 
Tickets £7; children £3.50. To help with catering please purchase tickets 
in advance from: 
 

The Volunteer (01460 240126) or Annie Prichard (01460 241762) 
 

In aid of St Michael’s Church Trust 

Seavington Playing Field Association 
(Registered Charity No: 268986) 

 

Don’t Forget! 
 

The Christmas Market 
Saturday 30th November 

Seavington Millennium Hall 10.00 am to mid-day 
 

Stalls include: Freshly Baked Bread & Quiches; Home made Chut-
neys & Jams, Locally made Cupcakes & Cookies 

For Christmas Cards & Gifts: Jewellery, Puzzles & Games, RSPB, 
Bric-a-Brac, Labrador Trust & Raffle amongst others 

 

Tables still available at £5; Set-up from 8.00 am 
to book one call Annie: 01460 241762 (Answerphone) 

 

Come and Join Us—Bring Family and Friends 
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 The Warehouse Theatre llminster  
is a little gem which can be found right in the heart 
of the town. It brings high quality entertainment 
throughout the year to audiences of all ages, as 
well as running a thriving youth theatre and being 
a venue for local groups and clubs to hire. 

Run by Ilminster Entertainments Society (IES) it represents one of  
the best equipped, professional-standard amateur theatres in the  
county and facilities include:  
 

Seating for 150 people, fully licensed bar, coffee area, 
disabled access and T-loop hearing system. 

 

Details of future productions can be found in the local press or on  
our website: www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk (plus details of 
audition nights, youth theatre, IES Membership and more) or call 
01460 62739 or email: info@thewarehousetheatre.org.uk 

 

Your theatre needs you! The Warehouse is run entirely by 
volunteers and we would love to hear from anyone who would like to 
get involved by helping backstage or front of house during show 
weeks, or simply by becoming a member of IES. Can you help? 

The Christingle Service 
On Sunday 22nd December at 4.00 pm 

 

St Michael’s Church 
 
Children—would you like to take part in a short Nativity Scene? 
 
Fancy dressing-up: as either Mary & Joseph, Mum & 
Dad of Baby Jesus or Shepherds, who bring their love 
to Baby Jesus or 3 Kings, who bring their gifts to Baby 
Jesus or Angels who guide the shepherds & Kings to 
see Baby Jesus. There are reading parts as well. 
 
Rehearsal in St Michael’s Church on Saturday 21st December at 3.00 pm. 
 
For more information please call Manda (01460 240554), Carol (01460 
240748) or Annie (01460 241762). There are answerphones so you can 
leave a message and we will call back. 
 
After the service there are mince pies and mulled wine at The Beeches by 
kind invitation of D and Alastair Fyfe. 
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Somerset Chamber Choir Taunton 
Concert: 'Light out of darkness' 

Registered Charity No 10003687 
 

Somerset Chamber Choir  
 

Somerset Chamber Choir's next concert takes place on Sunday 
5th January at King's College Chapel, Taunton at 3pm. The concert 
promises a feast of music for Christmas, New Year, Epiphany and 
Candlemas, including music by Bach, Berlioz, Byrd, Holst, Matthew 
Owens, Vaughan Willams, Eric Whitacre and more.  With Richard 
Pearce (organ) and conductor Graham Caldbeck. 

 
Tickets are available from Taunton TIC (01823 336344) or online:  

 

www.somersetchamberchoir.org.uk 
  

Further details on request. 

St. Peter’s and St Paul’s Church  
South Petherton 

 
South Petherton’s first Crib Festival 

 
The church will be open for viewing the cribs from  

Monday 16th to Saturday 21st December 2013  
– between 10.30am to 4pm each day 

 
Refreshments will be served each morning between  

10.30am-11.30 am and 3-4pm in the afternoons. 
 

It is OPEN TO ALL to take part. Individuals, families, groups 
etc are warmly invited to join in by creating their own crib; details 
and application forms are available at the back of the church. 
 
If you would like to help during the viewing week, a rota is at the 
back of the church 
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The Seavingtons ’  Weather  in  October  2013 

 This year—2013 Previous year—2012 

Temperature   

Average Minimum          10.40°C          7.75°C 

Average Maximum         16.38°C        16.82°C 

Mean         13.39°C        12.99°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total       174.3mm (6.97")        51.5mm (2.06") 

Total for the year       615.0mm (24.6")      434.3mm (17.37") 

It was wettest October since 2002 which had 178.0mm 

The Seavingtons’ News wants to hear and publish your views on both the “News” itself and 
topics of importance or interest to our community. Please send your letters to the address on 
page 1. All opinions and views expressed are the sole responsibility of the writer and do not 
reflect the views of The Seavingtons’ News. For legal reasons we must have the name and 
address of the writer but can normally publish over a pseudonym on request. 

Village Voice—letters to the editor 

Sir, 
 
I would like to say what an enjoyable evening I had at the SPFA’s Apple 
Harvest Supper on October 18th. The atmosphere was welcoming, the 
decorations delightful, the food was fantastic and the addition of live 
music and games instead of the usual raffle was enlightened. Everyone I 
spoke to really enjoyed the evening and we are all looking forward to a 
similar opportunity where we can win that pot of £30 which remains un-
won… I for one am looking forward to it. 
 
Yours, 
 
Jo Mills, Dark Lane 

Editor’s Note: Hear Hear 



 

Taunton 
Kitchen worktops, replacement doors, 

 bathroom makeovers, commercial projects 

and much more! Call for a FREE quote: 

01823 530 310 

granitetransformations.co.uk/taunton 

Don’t replace it, reface it! 

  No demolition 

  No mess 

  1‐2 day installation 

The top that fits on top 



 
 

 
 

SOLD FOR A  
WEST COUNTRY LADY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Master of the Countess of Warwick 
Portrait of Maria Potter, 1565 

 

BOUGHT FOR £107,000 
 

------ 
Weekly General Sales (700 lots at £20-250) 

Six Catalogued Auctions per year (each 2000+ lots) 
Full Team of Specialists: we cover everything from muskets to Meissen 

Home Visits without Charge 
Service across the West Country 

See our sales and read our news at www.lawrences.co.uk 
We sold over 50,000 lots in 2012 

 

(01460) 73041 
enquiries@lawrences.co.uk 

 
The Linen Yard, South Street, Crewkerne 

Somerset TA18 8AB 
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