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Includes The Jubilee Celebration Programme 



JUST THINGS 
a fair trade shop 
 

26, Silver Street, Ilminster, TA19 0DR 
(from the Market House, past the Minster Church, on the right hand bend) 

 
We sell a wide range of fairly traded gifts, toys and 

food. Feel free to come in and browse. 
 

Telephone: 01460 55884                       Mobile: 07816 788457 
Email :  enquiries@just-things.co.uk       Website: www.just-things.co.uk 

 
Opening times: 9.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday to Saturday 

Closed: Sunday and Monday 
 

Prices: 
 

Punctures  £10.00; Tracking  £12.80 
Wheel Balance  £  5.00—X 2 wheels 

Tyre swaps  £  2.50 per wheel 
 

Second hand tyres £15.00—Any size, including fitting 
Buy 4 new or used tyres and get tracking free 

Tyres @ Reyland Autos 

 

Matthew Reyland 
Reyland Autos, Sunnyside Farm, Seavington, Ilminster, TA19 0QB 

01460 241238; 07969 206 866; reylandautos@hotmail.com 

□ Gear Boxes □ Clutches □ Welding & Fabrication □ MOTs 
□ Servicing □ Latest Diagnostic Equipment □ Tyres & Tracking 
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On page 18 of this issue you will find the notice of the Seavington Playing 
Field Association’s (SPFA) Annual General Meeting together with a plea 
for more proactive support from within our community. 
 
A, possibly apocryphal, story I heard when I served on the SPFA 
committee concerned the only time the Millennium Hall was packed for 
the AGM; the committee had been so concerned about the health hazards 
from dog walking that it proposed banning dogs from the playing field. 
 
Judging from the correspondence in this and the previous issue of the 
Seavingtons’ News it appears that we could be heading towards another 
packed meeting although the power to ban dog walkers has also been 
given to the District Council who might not heed the local doggy lobby. 
 
The problem is not confined to the playing field or our farms but extends 
to the pavements as well. Walking our grandchildren through the village is 
necessarily interrupted by parental cries of “watch where you put your 
feet”.  
 
If the children left their faeces on the pavement or playing field there 
would be a justifiable outcry by dog lovers and others. Why can’t the same 
sense of decency and hygiene apply to dog owners as well as humans? 
 
Come on Seavington, let’s be reasonable about this! 
 
David Froome 

T h e  S e av i n g t o n s ’  N ew s  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!                        pm Friday 8th June  
                                 until am Monday 11th June 
 

 

The Latest Copy Date                        is the 15th June 
for the next issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 
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All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall 
For bookings call Janet Goode on 01460 240220 

For other Millennium Hall matters call Peter Ashley on 01460 240353 

2— 4 June HM The  Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations in the villages 
see centre pullout programme 

4—16 June National Gardens Week at South Meade, Meade Lane, 
see page16 

11 June 7.15 pm NADFAS talk “The Book as Art” - p13 

14 June 7.00 pm Gardening Club visit to Frankham Farm -
p15 

28 June 7.30 pm “The Bee Keeper and the Bee” illustrated 
talk by Kate Lynch—p5 

5 July 7.30 pm Seavington Playing Field Association Annual 
General Meeting—p18 

Regular Activities  

Every Monday 6.30pm Young People’s Group—all ages 

1st  Saturday 9.00 am—
2.00 pm 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust Book Sale 
at 2, Winchester Cottages (opposite The 
Volunteer) 

3rd Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café  

Tuesday 9.30 am Toddlers group (temporarily suspended) 

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and 
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village 
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and 
let them keep in touch as well. 

www.theseavingtons.org 

1—6 June Caravan Club Concert Band Rally on Playing Field— 
pp 13 and 28 

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — J u n e  2 0 1 2  
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 Editorial: David Froome, Advertising: Heather Scott 
 Production:  David & Wendy Eliot & Anne Kinch 
 Technical & web-site support: Eugene Mulligan 
 Graphics & Visual Support: George Brown 
  

Village web-site:www.theseavingtons.org 
 

Contributions are welcomed. You may submit electronically or by handwritten 
or typed manuscript to the editor at the address on page 1. The contents of this 
village magazine are the copyright © of the Seavingtons'  
News unless the item concerned carries an alternative copyright assertion.  
However, all information on village activities and events may be freely  
reproduced.  
 
Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have 
any questions. 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £90  £10  
½ Page  £45  £5  
¼ Page  £25  £3  

Advertising enquiries to: Heather Scott, 01460 241437 

adverts@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

   

3rd June 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10th June 8.00 am Holy communion (BCP) 

10th June 11.15 am Family Service 

17th June 11.15 am Holy Communion 

24th June 11.15 am Matins 

Rev D Fyfe telephone: 01460 241977  

There is no 11.15 am service on June 3rd 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n  
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A Farmer’s Diary 
 

Farm Boy 
 
No matter how grim the weather was a farming uncle of mine, a devout 
Christian, always reconciled the situation with the following. “There will 
always be a seed time and a harvest”  
 
Today the media seem to be able to make a crisis of anything. Just a few 
weeks ago we had the spectacle of a young lady from the BBC standing in 
the river by a bridge in Dorset telling us of a crises for the wild life 
because the water levels were so low. 
 
This was followed a week or so later with the same lady standing on the 
edge of the river bank with the water level almost to the top of arches of 
the bridge. 
 
It was around February time that my son John casually remarked just how 
much winter fodder was still in stock, with the larger of our two silage 
bunkers still half full. This flashed a warning, having worked on the land 
for sixty years one thing stood out. If we had conserved a lot of winter 
fodder and enjoyed a good harvest the likelihood was we would need 
most of it to see us through the winter. On the other hand if we went 
into the winter with low stocks we normally enjoyed an early spring. 
 
This past winter was rather exceptional; here in the southwest it tended 
to be mild with below average rainfall. 
 
March had everyone fooled with some very high temperatures, yet the 
crops seemed reluctant to show much sign of growth, but it proved an 
ideal month for farmers who wanted to work on the land in preparation 
for spring sown crops. 
 
By the middle of the month dairy herds were able to come out of their 
winter quarters and enjoy some warm sun on their backs. Unfortunately 
this was to prove very short lived, come April it was not long before the 
cows were looking to get back to those winter quarters, in convoy with 
their heads tipped down against the cold wind and driving rain as they 
plodded through muddy gateways back to the farmyards seeking shelter 
and food in the feeders.  
 
By the time you read these comments I hope spring has truly arrived, and 
our cattle will be comfortable out in the fields by day and night.  
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The Bee-keeper & the Bee 
An illustrated talk by Somerset Artist Kate Lynch 

Seavington Millennium Hall, Thursday June 28th 7.30 pm  
(doors open 7.00 pm) 

 
Kate will speak about her latest rural art project, the 
paintings, drawings and first-hand accounts of the bee-
keepers’ year collected during the project, culminating in an 
exhibition at the Rural Life Museum and a book containing 40 
paintings and drawings. 
 
Relax afterwards with a free drink and talk to Kate, who will 
be available to sign books bought on the night. This is a 
fabulous chance to talk to the artist. The exhibition of the 
work is at the Rural Life Museum in Glastonbury and opens 
on June 16th. 
 
Tickets £7.50 (U16s £5) available from June 4th at Seavington Village 
Store; N & D News, South Petherton; or from Jo Mills (01460) 241886 

Calling All Seavington Businesses 
 

Get your business listed on the village website 
 

Despite the relatively small size of our two villages we believe 
there is a surprising amount of enterprising commercial activity 
going on in our community. We’d like to publicise that fact by 
adding a ‘local businesses’ page to the village website. 
 
So if you have a business that is based in Seavington St Mary or 
Seavington St Michael and would like to promote it on the website 
please pop along to www.theseavingtons.org/village-businesses 
where you will find a simple form to submit your details.  
 
It doesn’t matter whether it’s a small home-based one-person 
business or a multi-million pound operation. We’d like to know! 
 
We shall be publishing the initial list, including a link to your 
website if you have one, shortly.  
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St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust 
Registered Charity No: 1068251 

 
Alastair Fyfe (01460 241977) 

 
Following the success of the General Knowledge Quiz in March, the 
Trustees and Committee members have been allocating funds for certain 
repairs to the Church. 
 
Those of you who have contributed to the Trust may like to know what 
their money has been spent on during recent months.  
 
Repairs and refurbishment have resulted in the installation of new railings 
by Mark Isaacs, the repair and trimming of the large yew tree by Andrew 
Hutchings, some extensive work in the churchyard by Phil Gordon-Smith 
and the repair of the vestry window. In addition, a number of kind people 
have done work for us, either anonymously or without requesting any 
charge. This has included the production of a new notice board, a new 
church key and the laying of the hedge between the church and School 
Lane. 
 
The Trust has agreed to pay for the repair of the window on the south 
side of the church which contains two small pieces of mediaeval glass. 
These pieces of glass are important and have considerable historic value. 
The work will be done by expert glaziers.  
 
The Trustees will be meeting in June to discuss a major fundraising event 
in the Autumn. So, watch this space! 

Congratulations are in order... 
 
Steve & Georgie Ash are pleased to announce the safe arrival of their 
new family additions!   
 
Two brothers and a sister for Ellie & Ruby!  Born on Wednesday 25th 
April - Rhona 5lb 3oz, Frankie 4lb 3oz and Ethan 4lb 12oz.  All are doing 
extremely well and should be home soon. 
 
Very many thanks to everyone for all their kind messages, cards and gifts. 
 
Steve & Georgie. 
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M W Layzell (Builders) Ltd 
   

Office @ The Barn Yard, West Street, Seavington St Mary 
Conservation and new works undertaken 

Visit our website to view our gallery 
www.mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 

 

Tel: 0845 0946 118 or 01460 242053; e-mail: office@mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
 

‘Building on Established Foundations’ 

GARDENS FOREVER GROWING 
DO YOU NEED A HELPING HAND? 

PLANTING ,HEDGING, PRUNING, MINOR TREE WORK. 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN CARE. 
☎ PHIL: 01460 242277 

Andrew Lodge 
 Plumbing and Heating   

 

Central Heating and Boiler Specialists; Replace / Install oil tanks  
Bathrooms & en suites designed & installed 

 

All general plumbing work undertaken  

Tel:  01460 249150       Mob: 07798 502367 
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Private Car Hire 
 

Get to those important appointments 
Hospital, Doctor, Dentist 

Local Airports, Railway Stations 
Bus Stations, Ferries & Cruise Ships 

Packets & Documents Delivered 
 

Strictly Pre-booked 
Call Nigel on 01460 72177 

 RICHARD CLIFTON 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

Interior and exterior work 
Free written estimates or quotations 
Good preparation; Attention to detail 

 
Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 

 

Clapper Hay ▫ Church Street ▫ Merriott ▫ Somerset TA16 5PR 
 

Tel: 01460 74612  Fax: 01460 76222  Email: rawicks@lineone.net 
www.wicksheating.co.uk 

VAT No: 785-3519-93 
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Photocopy & Laminating 
Ink Cartridges & Paper 
Tuition & Support 
Home & Business 

Repairs and Upgrades 
New Systems & Laptops 
Virus Prevention 
Web Design 

01460 
53613 Computer Services 

10 West St. 
Ilminster 

www.ios-tech.com 

Your local computer shop - for friendly, professional advice 

CANINE SERVICES 
 

Dog Grooming 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 
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HATHA 

YOGA 

SEAVINGTON 

Millennium hall 

Tuesdays 

6.30—8.00 pm 

FRIDAYS 

10.00—11.30 am 

Yoga is for everyone. It improves strength, flexibility, balance and concentration. It 

relaxes the body and calms the mind. Postures are modified or extended to match your 

own level of fitness and ability. We also work with the breathing techniques of yoga and 

end the class with a period of relaxation. 
 

For more information contact Sandra Harvey (BWY DIP) on 01460 281883 

WISHING WELL CUPCAKES 
 

 

Luxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Brownies, Cookies & Slices 
 

Large Parties to Small Gifts  ◦  Special Occasions & Events 
Wedding Cupcake Towers ◦ Birthday & Anniversary Number Cakes 

Quality Ingredients – Organic Flour, Butter & Cocoa, Local Free Range Eggs 
 

Contact Sarah – 01460 241320 / 07709194559 
www.wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk    mail@wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk 

 

Fully registered & Inspected with South Somerset District Council 

Karen’s Alterations 
Byways, Church Lane, Horton, 
Tel. 01460  55627 / 07813143616 

 
I can alter adult or children’s clothing: Take up a hem, replace a zip and more. 

Curtains or blinds made to measure. 
Nothing is too small 
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A U T O-M O B I L E 
C R A S H R E P A I R S 

(Established over 35 years) 
 

For all your vehicle body repairs from bumper scratches 
To a full re-spray of cars and light commercials 

 

Our estimates are free 
■ 

Free delivery and pickup service 
■ 

Courtesy car available 
■ 

Insurance approved 
 

Contact Gary James on  
01935 823694 or 07838 589208 

 
Parrett Works, Martock, on South Petherton to Martock Road 

www.automobilecrashrepairs.co.uk 

 Jimmy 
James 
CARPENTRY 

& FURNITURE 
 

SINCE 1989 
 

Built-in wardrobes...cabinets… 
Bookcases...kitchens… 

Individually designed and made 
 

For a free quotation 
‘phone me on 

Ilminster (01460) 53889 

• RSA word & text processing 
• Business Administration 2 
• Accounts—Sales & purchase 

ledger, petty cash, banking 
• Extensive customer services 

experience 
• Do you need a spreadsheet set 

up, a document typed & proof 
read or a poster made? 

 
 

HPP Administrative 
& Secretarial Services 

Beverley Greasley 
7 Summerlands Pk Avenue, Ilminster 
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NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years 
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum 

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit 
 

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 

  D.J.G WINDOW CLEANING & GARDENING SERVICES 

 
   ■   Window, Gutter, Fascia, u-PVC cleaning    ■   Pressure Washing 
 
   ■   Hedge & grass cutting, General gardening    ■   Hedge laying & fencing 
 
   ■   House, garden clearance      ■   Logs 
 

Fully insured: Call Dan on 01460 57877 or 07519174788 



June 2012 

 

13 

Neroche DFAS 
 

Peter Hill (01460 67779) 
 

The Book as Art  
Form and function in creative book structures 

by  Dominic Riley 
 

Monday 11th  June 2012 at  7.15pm 
Millennium Hall, Water Street, Seavington  

 
This month’s speaker is a professional bookbinder, who in his talk will 
explore the potential of the book as a three dimensional object from 
pop-ups, hidden fore-edge paintings, and peep-show books to books with 
hidden compartments and intriguing surprises. Unusual books like these 
often display playfulness and humour. He will show work from his 
favourite book artists and bring examples of experimental book 
structures he has collected. 
 
Dominic Riley studied Art History at the University of Leeds, and 
Bookbinding at the London College of Printing. He has lectured to 
colleges, art centres and antiquarian book fairs in both the UK and USA. 
Dominic has also curated bookbinding exhibitions in San Francisco, where 
he lived for ten years, and writes for many specialist journals, including 
The Ampersand, The Bookbinder and The New Bookbinder. He lives in 
the Lake District, and says “If you have a passion, you must pass it on”. 
 
 
Visitors are welcome .  Admission £3 (first two visits only). For 
more information see www.nerochedfas.org.uk  

Caravan Club Concert Band 
 
The Caravan Club Concert Band will be in Seavington for the Jubilee 
weekend. There will be caravans on the playing field, away from the site 
of the Jubilee Fete etc and the band will be playing as part of the 
celebratory events. 
 
Thus, you should not be surprised to see extra traffic on our roads, the 
sight of parked caravans on the playing field and lots of new, friendly, 
faces temporarily in our community. 
 
Let’s make them welcome! 
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Seavington Gardening Club 
 

Secretary: Ry Coffman (01460 240004; ry.coffman@virgin.net) 
 
We had a very good discount shopping evening at Brimsmore Garden 
Centre jointly with Over Stratton Gardening Club with an interesting 
introduction to their new plant arrivals by one of their staff. 
 
Visit on 10th May to Whitelackington Manor Gardens 
 
After 2 days of fairly constant rain, miraculously by 6.00pm it had stopped 
and we were welcomed to Whitelackington Manor by Lord and Lady 
Cameron.  
 
The Camerons have lived at Whitelackington Manor for 30 years and 
before we went to look around the gardens, Lord Cameron gave us a 
potted history of his family with relation to the Dillington and 
Whitelackington houses and estates.  
 
When they moved into the Manor it had been a farm house for many 
years occupied by the Madge family who were farming the land, with no 
garden to speak of.  
 
Over the next 30 years the Camerons have worked to transform the old 
farm yards and buildings to create a beautiful house with a big garden 
which looks as if it has been there for ever!  
 
They planted some interesting trees initially which are now a framework 
for the garden, and created several ponds, one with a beautiful fountain 
of two dogs playing.  
 
The Camerons walked round with us describing how they had tried to 
create a traditional garden for a Somerset country house using elements 
from the gardens at Dillington – particularly the ladies promenade walk 
and arboretum.   
 
We were also able to view at a distance, in a field behind the house, the 
remains of the Sweet Chestnut where James Scott, the Duke of 
Monmonth gathered his 2,000 followers in 1685 on their way to Taunton 
before the Battle of Sedgemoor.  
 
May is an awkward time in the garden after the bulbs and before the 
herbaceous borders come into flower, but even so it is a spectacular 
garden, which is hidden away and very private.   



 
 
 

SEAVINGTON 
St Mary and St Michael 
 

Celebrates 

 

Queen Elizabeth II’s  
Diamond Jubilee 

1952 – 2012 
 

Programme of Events for the weekend of  
2nd June to 4th June 2012 

 
St Michael’s Church will be decorated for the 

weekend so please go and visit 



Saturday 2nd June 
 

Fete Day 
 

On the Playing Field Official opening at 2.00pm 
 

Craft/Cookery Marquee – [entries to be in place by 10.30am] 
   ◊  Classic Cars 
 
   ◊  Cake Stall   ◊  Tombola 
   ◊  Toy Stall    ◊  Book Stall 
   ◊  Plant/Produce Stall   ◊  Bric-a-Brac 
  
   ◊  Cream Teas   ◊  Beer Tent   
       (Served in Millennium Hall)  
 
   ◊  Decorate the Cake/Biscuits   ◊  Face Painting 
   ◊  Drinking Straws Draw   ◊  Pea in the bottle 
   ◊  ‘Where in Seavington?’ photo comp  ◊  Find the coin 
 
   ◊  Skittles   ◊  Pillory 
 
The Caravan Club Concert Band will perform during the afternoon 

 
Grand Draw tickets on sale – Draw to take place at 4.30pm 
followed by prize giving for the various competitions. 
 
‘School Sports Day races’ – Races to start at 3.00pm and various 
heats will take place [depending on number of teams that enter.] 
Teams of 5 – business, family or organisations can enter 
 

Evening Entertainment at the Volunteer Inn 
 

Commencing at 5.30pm 
BBQ with Special Jubilee Ales brewed on Premises 



Sunday 3rd June 
 

Box Cart Race 
 
All carts to be in position at start—Court Farm by 11.30am 

 
Race course – Down Upton Lane from Court Farm – stopping at 
junction with New Road – walk/push cart across road and then 
down Water Street finishing at Ile Bridge.  
 
Entertainment – by Wyvern Jubilee Morris Men—formed in 1977 
for the Silver Jubilee Street Parties—from 11.00am on various parts 
of the course. 
 

Shared Community Luncheon 
 

On the Millennium Hall Car Park 
 

The Caravan Club Concert Band will perform during the  event 
 

This is an opportunity to join in something that HM the Queen has 
stated she would like to see happen in all communities. 
 
A Pimms Bar will be open which will also serve soft drinks.  You will 
be able to buy these at reasonable cost. Please bring food to share 
and maybe your own drink. 
 
Drinks will be served from 12.30pm but the luncheon will start at 
1.30pm, thus allowing sufficient time for those taking part in the 
Box Cart Race to participate. 
 
During the afternoon you can walk around the village and judge 
the scarecrows.   
 
Prizes will be awarded in the Millennium Hall at 4.30pm when tea 
and cake will be available at a nominal cost. 



Monday 4th  June 
 
Quiz Evening & Ploughman’s Supper  

 
In the marquee on the Playing Field 

 
Starting at 7.00pm  

 
Licensed Bar 

 
Followed by the lighting of Seavington’s own beacon at the top of 
Easterdown at approximately 9.30pm. 
 
Tickets available at The Volunteer, or The Community Shop, or on 
Fete Day or at the Community Lunch. 
 
£5.00 – adults 
£2.50 – children up to 12 
 
The rules for the Box Kart race were published on pages 6 & 7 of 
the March 2012 issue of the Seavingtons’ News and entry forms for 
all competitions were published in the May 2012 issue. Reprints of 
these are available in The Village Store. 
 
Any queries about this programme of events may be addressed to 
Ruth Turner (01460 240126) or Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 

All monies raised over the weekend will 
be divided between: 
 
The Children’s Hospice (South West), 
Devon and Somerset Air Ambulance, 
and a Village project. 
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Whitelackington Manor is not normally open to the public so members 
felt very privileged to have been allowed access by Lord and Lady 
Cameron. 
 
Jubilee Weekend:  The Gardening Club will be running a plant stall at 
our Jubilee celebrations on the Saturday. 
 
Visit: 7.00pm 14 June to Frankham Farm at Ryme Intrinseca in 
Dorset.  Visit will cost £4 with a buffet to follow. Frankham Farm will be 
open to the public for the last time this year and from the NGS website it 
looks a lovely garden.  After visiting the gardens we will be having a buffet 
at the White Hart in Yetminster about 2 miles down the road which will 
be £7 per head.  Money to Ry please by 7th June. 
 
Coach trip to RHS Wisley:  The Club will be running a coach trip to 
the RHS Wisley Flower Show on Sunday 9th September which we will 
open up to other local clubs.  The trip is on the Sunday to take advantage 
of the plant sell-off at 4.30pm. The cost will be £21.50 per person to 
include coach trip and entrance. Please contact Ry with names if you wish 
to go; money will be collected nearer the time. 

The Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 
The final meeting of the Jubilee Planning Committee will take place on 
Thursday 31st May - 7.30pm in The Millennium Hall. All are welcome.  
 
Collectors will soon be out and about the villages for donations for - The 
Tombola, Book and Toy Stalls, White Elephant stall and also promises of 
cakes. They will also be selling Grand Draw tickets - £1 a ticket but the 
First Prize is £100, 2nd £50 and many other prizes.  
 
Please don't forget to get the entry forms in for the various competitions 
and, if possible, to have your scarecrow in place by Sunday 27th May.  
 
However, late entries for all competitions will be accepted.  
 
Please join in the 'festivities' to make it an enjoyable weekend for 
everyone. 
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Make a Note in your Diary 
 

South Meade, Meade Lane, Seavington St Mary, TA19 0QL 
 
Robin & Charo Ritchie are opening their garden for Charity under the 
umbrella of the NGS, (National Garden Scheme)  
 
As I write this I still have quite a few things to do out in the garden and I 
hope the weather is nice and dry during the day and wet through the 
night … I did say I hope. 
 
Many of you have come in the past but the last two years we had a 
project revamping our koi pond which took time out from the NGS. 
We, or should I say I, decided to alter the English Garden area as well. 
   
We are opening from the 4th of June to the 16th of June, but closed on 
Sunday 10th as I need to see and support other NGS gardens too.  Time 
of opening 11am to 5pm. Entry is £3.00 with children free. 
 
Delicious cakes and light bites at our village café and shop to end or start 
the garden visit! 
 
Our garden has differing areas - the Japanese corner with beautiful 
Nishikoi, the Mediterranean area, and other mixed borders of shrubs, 
herbaceous, roses and over 100 Clematis dotted around the garden for 
all the seasons. 
 
2012 certainly is “bring the party on” not only do we have the Olympics 
and the para-Olympics, our Queen’s Jubilee celebration, the Queen’s 86th 
birthday, to this list I must add  The NGS  85th Anniversary having been 
founded in 1927,  it is a registered charity created to raise money to 
donate to other charities.  
 
Here are the names of our beneficiaries : 
 
Macmillan Cancer Support, Help the Hospice, Perennial, Marie Curie 
Cancer Care, Cross Roads Care, National Trust, The Queen’s Nursing 
Institute, and our guest charity for this year is Alzheimer Society. 
 
To mark this special Anniversary 120 of those original founders (609) are 
opening again! 
 
You could go to their web www.ngs.org.uk and find out where they are. 
With this note we wish you happy gardening and look forward to seeing 
you.  
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Over the Counter: 
 

News from The Seavingtons Community Shop & Café 
 

Compiled by  Laura Gowers and various volunteers! 
 
Did you mange to join us for the couple of tasting days that we had 
recently? 
 
The Moores biscuits went down a storm and the sauces and Sausage 
Shed sausages were very popular too. We are now stocking Sausage Shed 
sausages – my favourite is pork, stilton and cider, although you could try 
pork and marmalade (yes really – just try them!) and the pork sausages 
are gold award winners. 
 
We are now turning our thought towards the jubilee weekend – it should 
be a fabulous weekend of festivities and we look forward to lots of fun 
and good weather.  You never know, there may be a committee member 
or 2 in the stocks!! 
 
The shop/café is about to embark on some fundraising to enable us to fill 
in the gaps between the café and shop and hopefully cut some of the 
noise out from the chillers.  
 
To this end, we have some exciting talks planned; look out for the 
posters and adverts.  For the first, Kate Lynch will give an illustrated talk 
about her new project, paintings and book 'The Beekeeper and the Bee' 
all about bees and Somerset bee-keepers.  This will take place on 
Thursday June 28th.  I hope you can join us. 
 
We will have Bank Holiday opening times during the jubilee weekend – 
times will be on the doors. 
 
Have a great bank holiday! 

Jubilee Weekend Waste Collection 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 

Please note that the Seavington waste collections over the Jubilee Bank 
Holiday weekend will be made on Monday 4th June as usual and not 
delayed until the Tuesday. 
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Crafty Credits 
 

Phil Gordon-Smith (01460 242277) 
 
As the May edition of the News was off to be published, the Craft Fayre 
ended. The month long, Fayre of local craft, arts and talent was once 
again a great success and added vital funds for external embellishments to 
the shop. Yet again a big thank you to all the shop volunteers, who 
enabled the money to be collected and recorded, and thanks of course to 
the artists themselves. Whilst there were repeats from the Christmas 
Fayre, there were many new crafts on display, all of which had Royal 
viewing, and gave lots of interest to visiting shop/cafe customers. 
 
The next Fayre will be held later in the year, so there is plenty of time to 
build up stock, think of new ideas etc, and create some masterpieces.  
 
Finally thanks to Jill and Sarah, who watched over the event and kept a 
count of the proceeds. 

Seavington Playing Field Association 
 

Annual General Meeting 
(for the year ending 31st March 2012) 

 
Thursday 5th July 2012 

 
At 7.30 pm in The Millennium Hall 

 
The SPFA desperately need more Members on the Committee so 
would anyone prepared to join the Committee please submit their 
names to: 

 Mr P Ashley, Chairman, 
Caravelle, Upton Lane, Seavington, TA19 0PZ 

By Wednesday 13th June 2012 
 

Also, would Village Organisations please submit the name of their  
nominated representative to serve on the SPFA Committee for the 
next year to Mr Ashley, as above. 
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St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust 
Book, Plant & Bric-a-Brac sale:  

 

9th June 2012 
 

at 2, Winchester Cottages (Opposite The Volunteer) 
 

New and Second-hand Books 
Selection of bric-a-brac 

A great selection for children of all ages from stories to study! 
NB—Open 9.00 am to 2.00 pm—please come and browse 

UÄâá{ [t|Ü 9 Uxtâàç ftÄÉÇ 

Kelly’s  Yard, Parrett Works, Martock, Somerset  
Tel No:  01935 826888 

Hair Removal / Waxing 
Manicures / Pedicures 

Nail Extensions 
Eyebrow & Eyelash Treatments  

Eyelash Extensions / Permanent Mascara 
Facials 

Stand-up Tanning booth 
also 

Sienna X Spray Tanning 

Customer Parking right to the door 
(on the South Petherton—Martock Road) 

● DOG WALKING and/or HOME VISITS. 
Visits for cats, dogs & other species—
feed, clean out & cared in their own 
homes 

HOME SERVICES 
Housework, domestic help, shopping. 
Reliable & trustworty help in the home. 
References available 

● Qualified veterinary nurse with 18 yrs 
experience provides professional and 
dedicated care for your pets 

•  Dogsitting  Dogs share lounge, kitchen 
& conservatory with HPP’s two 
Retrievers. Safe & secure garden, free 
daily walk, no need to worry about 
tablets & medicines 

Happy Pets & Paws (HPP) Pet Care Services 
Ilminster 01460 259976 

www.happypetsandpaws.co.uk              info@happypetsandpaws.co.uk 
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Beautiful & Unique  
Handmade Bags & Accessories 

 
Chris’s Studio Originals / Jhasper Limited Editions / Tailor Made Service 

  
Please visit our website or contact us directly for more 

information or to discuss your own ideas or requirements 
  

Jhasper Limited, Farlands Barn, Water Street, Seavington St Michael, 
ILMINSTER, Somerset, TA190QH. Tel: (01460) 240818 

Website: www.jhasper.co.uk—Email: info@jhasper.co.uk 

 



June 2012 

 

21 

FREE TRAINING…Offering a package to  
help you find sustainable employment… 
(Based on 16 hours per week) 
 

Step 1 
Employability and Personal Development 

City & Guilds   
Step 2 

Customer Services or IT skills 
City & Guilds  

Step 3 
Choice of Vocational Qualification: 

 

◊   Forklift Truck Licence   ◊   CSCS Card   ◊   Sage Accounting  
◊   Food Hygiene   ◊   Web Design and Graphics   ◊   and many more 

 
Eligibility: 

 

Age 19 (as of 31st August 2011), UK/EU Resident for 3 years,  in 
receipt of means tested benefit (JSA, Income support etc) 

How to contact TABS TRAINING:  
Tel: 01935 411711  Email: Yeovil@tabs.ltd.uk 

Opening hours:  Monday to Friday 09.30 am to 4.30 pm 
Park House, 45 The Park. Yeovil. BA20 1DF 
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 Welcome to the 

New Inn 
Warm & Friendly Welcome 

Bed & Breakfast 
A la Carte Menu 

Local Ciders & Fine Wines 
Monthly Quiz Night 

Large car park  

18th Century Traditional Public House 
Picturesque Beer garden 

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials 
Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales 

Richard’s Home Made Sunday  
Lunch Roasts  

Open 7 days a week  
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm) 

6.00pm – 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm) 
 

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413  
www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk 

 

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ  
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Marilyn Hills BA MA 
Core Process Psychotherapy 

01460 249176  
Psychotherapy can help you with : 

Stress : Anxiety : Depression : Debt : Loss : Grief : Relationships: Personal growth 
Contact me for a FREE Introductory Session 

 

 Email :  marilynhills@fastmail.fm 
Website: www.marilynhills.co,uk 

Seavington Community Store and Café 
 
 
 
 

We are entirely run by volunteers 
 

We can offer: 
  

• Local produce including Burrow Hill Cider, Osborne’s fruit and 
veg, bread from Bakery Roy-Al and Sally Ann’s Cakes 
 

• A selection of Wheat free and Gluten free products 
 

• Dry cleaning service – collections and deliveries Tuesdays and 
Fridays 
 

• A warm welcome in the café, offering good coffee and freshly 
made snacks. 

 
Why not pop in and see for yourself. 

 
Opening times: 

Monday – Friday 8.30am – 6pm; Saturday 9am – 3pm 
01460 249730 
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Spring Song 
 

Annie (01460 241762) 

 
Nightingale—Luscinia megarhynchos 6½˝ 

 
The Nightingale is a summer visitor from the African Continent from mid-
April until early September. 
 
It is widely known for its song rather than its brown appearance. It is 
usually found skulking amongst dense undergrowth in deciduous woodland. 
Its nest will be found close to or on the ground amongst vegetation. It 
raises a single brood. 
 
It may be heard on a warm spring night and sometimes during the day with 
a soft call which is “wheet” and softer “tucc-tucc” or a hard call “tacc-tacc” 
and its alarm call is a harsh “iterr”. Its song may be heard from mid-April 
until early June—a wide range of melodious sounds, loud and clear, often 
commencing with a bubbling “chooc-chooc-chooc-chooc” followed by a 
rising, flutey, “pioo-pioo-pioo-pioo” which is repeated slowly ending in a 
lovely crescendo. 
 
The last known record of a Nightingale singing in Seavington was 8th May 
1974. Villagers flocked to see it and listen to its sweet song. 

Thou hearest the Nightingale begin the Song of Spring: 
The Lark sitting upon his earth bed, just as the morn 
Appears, listens silent: then springing from the waving cornfield loud 
 
He leads the Choir of Day; Trill, Trill, Trill, Trill: 
Mounting upon wings of light into the green expanse: 
Re-echoing against the lovely blue and shining heavenly shell: 
His little throat labours with inspiration; every feather 
On throat and wings vibrates with the effluence Divine. 
All Nature listens silent to him, and the awful sun 
Stands still upon the mountain looking on this little bird 
With eyes of soft humility, and wonder, love and awe. 
Then loud from their green covert all the birds begin their song, 
The Thrush, the Linnet, and the Goldfinch, Robin and the Wren 
Awake the Sun from his sweet reverie upon the Mountain: 
The Nightingale again assays his song, and through the day 
And through the night warbles luxuriant: every Bird of Song 
Attending his loud harmony with admiration and love. 
 

William Blake, 1757-1827 
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Table Manners - July 4th to 7th    
Written by Alan Ayckbourn and directed by Jane Leakey 
A hilarious comedy centred around the loves and life of hapless Norman Dewers 
in his quest to make all women happy!!  
 

Sweeney Todd - October 23rd to 27th   
Written by Steven Sondheim & Hugh Wheeler and directed by Philip Wells  
In this hilariously crafty, comedic and captivating musical, a wrongfully 
imprisoned Sweeney Todd and his dazzlingly demented accomplice, Mrs. Lovett, 
cook up an unusual and macabre revenge scheme.  
 

Tickets are available from Lanes Garden Shop, Ilminster or call 07943 779880. 
 

The Warehouse Theatre, Ilminster provides high quality amateur and 
professional productions throughout the year for audiences of all ages. Seating up to 
155 people, it represents one of the most well equipped, professional-standard 
amateur theatres in the county. Facilities include a fully licensed bar, coffee lounge 
and T-loop hearing system. 
 

www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk 
for full details of shows, audition nights, IES Youth Theatre, Membership and more. 

Coming Soon to The Warehouse 
Theatre! 

 

All My Sons - May 22nd to 25th     
Written by Arthur Miller and directed by Cathy Stuckey  
A powerful, emotional award-winning play about a man 
called Joe Miller who has done a terrible and tragic thing  

The Labrador Rescue Trust 
 

Phil Gordon-Smith (01460 242277) 
 

The Trust’s coffee morning, held at the start of Labrador awareness 
week, raised a magnificent sum of £250 on the day, and with extra funds 
coming in the week after, it pushed the total to £263. The stall selling 
merchandise raised a further £41, and that also had funds added during 
the week after, thus pushing the total over the £300 mark. On top of 
this, and possibly more importantly, the morning had enquires for a 
possible three new homes for a Labrador. 
 
Thanks has to go to Thandi and Jill B who did sterling work in the kitchen 
supplying the hot drinks and getting the washing up done, plus all those 
who provided cakes. However, a really huge thank you to everybody who 
contributed to the cause. And one final thank you has to go to D. J. Miles 
and Co for sponsoring the hot drinks available.  
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The Seavingtons’ News wants to hear and publish your views on both the “News” itself and 
topics of importance or interest to our community. Please send your letters to the address on 
page 1. All opinions and views expressed are the sole responsibility of the writer and do not 
reflect the views of The Seavingtons’ News. For legal reasons we must have the name and 
address of the writer but can normally publish over a pseudonym on request. 

Village Voice—letters to the editor 

Dear Editor,  
 
I fully endorse the points made by Andrew Gillard in his letter, published 
in the May issue of the Seavington News. 
  
Why, assuming they have it in the first place, do some dog owners lose 
any sense of responsibility when exercising their animals?  
 
Notices have now had to be displayed at each end of the footpath at 
West Street Farm due to some dog owners failing miserably to control 
or clean-up after their dogs, showing a total lack of consideration for 
other users or for their surroundings. The grass grown on the adjacent 
land here is used for animal feed and any contamination, however minor, 
causes acute harm to livestock. Dog fouling is harmful, unsightly and is 
totally unnecessary.  
 
It also seems beyond the comprehension of some that to deviate from 
actual footpaths without permission is to trespass, a practice which again 
is witnessed here far too frequently.   
 
The message is simple- dogs are the responsibility of their owners, some 
of whom are clearly without common sense or any thought or 
consideration for others - animal or human.  
 
Brian Murray  
West Street Farm 
 
 
Dear Editor 
 
Over the past many years I have found it necessary to remind people to 
clear up after their dogs especially on the Playing Field.  
 
Obviously it is still a problem having read Andrew Gillard’s letter  not 
only on the Playing Field but on the surrounding fields, verges and lanes. 
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As I have previously said it is an offence to allow dogs to foul in any 
public place and it could well be the District Council that bans dogs from 
the Playing Field, rather than the SPFA, if dog walkers do not pay more 
attention to what’s going on with their pets. 
 
I appreciate those who tie up their dogs outside the play areas, rather 
than take them in, but ask that they note and clear up what’s been going 
on whilst they are playing with your children. 
 
Disease from dog excrement  is a serious matter and can be avoided with 
a little more care so please lets all take that little extra care. 
 
With thanks, 
Peter J Ashley 
Chairman, SPFA 

Temporary Golf Rules—1940 
 
The British are known for their stiff upper lips and phlegm. This is well 
illustrated by the following temporary rules issued by a vulnerable golf 
club during World War II. 
 
1. Players are asked to collect bomb and shrapnel splinters to save 
 these causing damage to the Mowing Machines. 
 

2. In competitions, during gunfire or while bombs are falling players 
 may take cover without penalty for ceasing play. 
 

3. The positions of known delayed action bombs are marked by red 
 flags at a reasonable, but not guaranteed safe distance. 
 

4. Shrapnel and/or bomb splinters on the Fairways, or in Bunkers 
 within a club’s length of a ball, may be moved without penalty and 
 no penalty shall be incurred if a ball is thereby caused to move  
 accidentally. 
 

5. A ball moved by enemy action may be replaced, or if lost or 
 destroyed, a ball may be dropped not nearer the hole without 
 penalty. 
 

6. A ball lying in a crater may be lifted and dropped not nearer the 
 hole, preserving the line to the hole, without penalty. 
 

7. A Player whose stroke is affected by the simultaneous explosion of 
 a bomb may play another ball from the same place. Penalty one 
 stroke. 
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The Seavingtons ’  Weather in  Apri l  2012 

 This year—2012 Previous year—2011 

Temperature   

Average Minimum           2.68°C         5.77°C 

Average Maximum        12.65°C        18.21°C 

Mean          7.67°C        11.99°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total       150.5mm (6.02")          4.8mm (0.18") 

Yearly Total (to date)       228.8mm (9.15")       157.6mm (6.30") 

At least we now have some rain! 
This was the wettest April since 2000 when we had 170.4mm (6.71˝) 

Caravan Club Concert Band at Seavington again! 
 

Chris and Sally Gough (01460 240897) 
 
Following the unexpected cancellation, (just a couple of days ago), of the 
Caravan Club National Rally due to be held at Eastnor Castle, Ledbury 
over the Jubilee weekend, Chris and Sally Gough approached the SPFA 
and Jubilee Committee to ask if the Band could be accommodated on the 
Playing Fields again and contribute to the village Jubilee celebrations. 
 
The request was accepted without hesitation and so we are pleased to 
announce that the Caravan Club Concert Band (CCCB) will be coming 
back to Seavington a little sooner than we expected.   
 
Full details of the CCCB contributions for the weekend will be published 
after consultation with the Jubilee Committee and we expect to have a 
band of around 30 - 35 players coming from all over the UK.  
 
Up to 35 caravans and motorhomes are now due to attend. They will be 
arriving from Friday afternoon 1st June and departing on Wednesday 
morning 6th June.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 



 

Taunton 
Kitchen worktops, replacement doors, 

 bathroom makeovers, commercial projects 

and much more! Call for a FREE quote: 

01823 530 310 
granitetransformations.co.uk/taunton 

Don’t replace it, reface it! 

  ¾ No demolition 

  ¾ No mess 

  ¾ 1‐2 day installation 

The top that fits on top 



 
 
 
 
 

CREATING A BUZZ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Victorian diamond bee brooch, 5cm 

BOUGHT FOR £6570 
 

Weekly General Auctions 

Six Major Catalogued Sales per Year 

Full Team of Specialists 

Home Visits without Charge 
 

(01460) 73041 
 

South Street, Crewkerne, TA18 8AB 
www.lawrences.co.uk 
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