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All material in the Seavingtons' News is the copyright of the Seavingtons'  
News unless the item concerned carries an alternative copyright assertion.  
However, all information on village activities and events may be freely  
reproduced; in cases of doubt please contact the editor on 01460 249445. 

Ilminster Entertainments Society Ltd, Reg Charity No: 291977; Company No: 1882407 

Forthcoming Productions at The Warehouse 
 
Ilminster Entertainments Society’s policy is to produce five plays and a 
Christmas production every year as well as bringing to he Warehouse 
Theatre, from elsewhere, the best of theatre and music—both amateur and 
professional—for the enjoyment of Ilminster audiences. We hope there is 
something for everyone in our performances. 

 
 

Alarms & Excursions by Michael Frayn: 1st—4th February 
An IES production, directed by Bryan Hallet 

 
Blithe Spirit by Noel Coward: March 28th – 31st 2012   

An IES production directed by Scott Waldie 
 
 
 

All performances begin at 7.30 pm 
 

Tickets £7.50; Concession £7 
Students in full time education £4.50 unless otherwise stated 

 
Booking Information 

 
Tickets are available from Lanes Garden Shop, Iminster or the 

Theatre Box Office 07943 779880 



January 2012 

 

1 

 

As I sit at my desk the pile of back copies of our village magazine tells me 
that I have now been editor for seven years. Whilst that seems a long time it 
has passed in a flash and has been very enjoyable—often giving me an insight 
into village life and the occasional scandal, that is not always recorded in 
print, that I would not otherwise have had. 
 
A recent family illness has however brought home to me the magazine’s 
vulnerability through having only a single editor; there was very nearly no 
Christmas issue! 
 
For this reason I feel that it is timely to find someone to partner me as co-
editor to both ensure continuity and, hopefully, to bring some new ideas and 
breathe some extra liveliness into our monthly package. 
 
Such a person needs only simple computer skills, we would provide the 
software to match mine and we have excellent technical back-up for when 
our computers don’t behave as they should. May I ask you all to ponder this 
and get in touch with any questions? 
 
It is also worth reminding you that we are not the “Church Magazine” as 
some folk think, although we try and keep our readers informed on church 
activities. There is an excellent church magazine—you should contact Annie 
Prichard on 01460 241762 if you would like to subscribe. 
 
It just remains for me to wish you all a happy and prosperous 2012—don’t 
let the national and international news get you down! 
 
David Froome 

T h e  S e av i n g t o n s ’  N ew s  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!                 pm Friday 13th January  
                             until am Monday 16th January 
 

 

The Latest Copy Date                   is the 15th January 
for the January 2012 issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 
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All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall 
For bookings call Janet Goode on 01460 240220 

For other Millennium Hall matters call Peter Ashley on 01460 240353 

27th December too early! Put out wheelie bins and recycling bins 

3rd January too early! Put out recycling bins 

6th January 8.30 am Village Store Christmas “Clear Out” sale - 
see p7 

9th January 2.00 pm NADFAS “The Ancient Olympic Games 
and True Olympic Spirit” talk by Andrew 
Kershaw—see p 6 

19th January 7.30 pm RSPG Group “Five go off to The Gambia” 
talk by Lynn and Steve Osborne—see p 24 

   

Regular Activities  

Every Monday 6.30pm Young People’s Group—all ages 

1st  Saturday 9.00 am—
2.00 pm 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust Book Sale 
at 2, Winchester Cottages (opposite The 
Volunteer) 

3rd Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café  

Tuesday 9.30 am Toddlers group (temporarily suspended see p 6) 

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and 
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village 
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and 
let them keep in touch as well. 

www.theseavingtons.org 

27th December 10.30 am Boxing Day Walkies—see p 7 

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — J a n u a r y  2 0 1 2  
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 Editorial: David Froome  
 Advertising: Heather Scott 
 Production:  David & Wendy Eliot & Anne Kinch 
 Technical & web-site support: Eugene Mulligan 
 Graphics & Visual Support: George Brown 
  

Village web-site:www.theseavingtons.org 
 
Contributions to both the Seavingtons’ News and the web-site are 
welcomed. You may submit electronically or by handwritten or typed 
manuscript to the editor at the address on page 1. Please do not hesitate 
to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have any questions. 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £90  £10  
½ Page  £45  £5  
¼ Page  £25  £3  

Advertising enquiries to: Heather Scott, 01460 241437 

adverts@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

   

1st January 11.15 am Holy Communion 

8th January 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

8th January 11.15 am Family Service 

15th January 11.15 am Holy Communion 

22nd January 11.15 am Matins 

Rev D Fyfe telephone: 01460 241977  

29th January 11.15 am Matins 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n  
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Village Waste Paper Collection 
 

Heather Scott (01460 241437) 
 

Many thanks to everyone in the villages for bringing your waste paper and 
cardboard to the skip on the second full weekend of each month. The 
skip dates for 2012 are given in the Seavingtons’ Year Book in the centre 
of this issue of The Seavingtons’ News. 
 
In November I noticed a family walking to the skip with a wheelbarrow 
stacked high with cardboard and paper. This must have contributed a lot 
to the 2,480 Kg we collected that month. 
 
The waste paper collection not only allows you to receive this monthly 
village magazine free of charge but allows us to make occasional small 
grants to village organisations. 
 
Please remember to get in touch if you need help to get your paper and 
cardboard to the skip. 
 
Thank you again; Best wishes to everyone for the New Year! 

Neroche  DFAS Christmas meeting 
 

Peter Hill (01460 67779 peter@polscribe.co.uk) 
 
Two talented young musicians entertained an audience of around 100 at 
the Seavington Millennium Hall on Monday night with a programme of 
lively folk music and dances, interspersed with a touch of Mozart. Anne 
Allen on the flute and Sarah Freestone on the guitar provided a 
programme that mixed the rhythms of the Argentinian tango –works by 
Piazzolla and Pujol – with  a suite by Togobitsky, and Roumanian Dances 
by Bartok.  
 
The music was at times light and delicate, at other times lyrical, and Anne 
on the flute or piccolo skilfully matched the speed of some of the dances. 
For the encore Sarah’s guitar came into its own with a strong flamenco 
beat.  
 
Members, reinforced with a pre-concert Christmas drink and delicious 
finger-food, were in a mellow mood. This live music was a departure 
from the usual programme of cultural talks and lectures enjoyed by the 
society, but for many was a welcome innovation. 
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Family Service Sunday 8th January 2012 
11.15 at St Michael’s Church, Seavington 

 
Manda Jaggers (01460 240554) & Carol Talbot (01460 241478) 

 
The next family service at St Michael’s Church will be in January, when 
we will be celebrating Epiphany. If you would like to make a crown or 
dress up as a king or wise man, it would be lovely. And, if Father 
Christmas brings you any lovely new toys or gifts, perhaps you would like 
to bring one of your old ones as a gift, which we could give to people 
who aren’t as lucky as us (or you could bring dog or cat food or toys for 
animals in one of the local rescue centres?) 
 
Here is a quiz about Epiphany, bring along your answers to the family 
service in January – and remember to bring your family and friends, and 
stay for a drink and snack afterwards, to catch up on everyone’s news. 
Hope to see you there! 
 

Quiz 

1 What made the wise men start their journey? 

2 Who did they give presents to? 

3 What were the presents? 

4 How many wise men were there? 

5 Why did they bring gold? 

6 Why did they bring frankincense? 

7 Why did they bring myrrh? 

8 Which Old Testament prophet told that something great like this 

would happen? 

9 What does the Greek word Epiphany mean? 

10 How can a star lead you to a house in a town? 

11 What did the wise men do when they got home? 

 
Remember to bring your answers with you on 8th January! 

 
Happy Christmas! 
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Seavington Toddler Group 
 

Janine Lewis (01460 242884) 
 

Toddlers get older and go to school! The Seavington Toddlers Group has 
been meeting in the Millennium Hall on Tuesdays during school term 
from 1pm until 3pm and providing an opportunity to meet other local 
Mums and for toddlers and babies to meet and play.  
 
However, this generation of toddlers has grown up and gone to school. 
This means that there is a host of super toddler toys and games at the 
Millennium Hall just aching to be used by the next generation of toddlers. 
 
Will any Mums interested in using these superb facilities please contact 
me, Janine Lewis (01460 242884), to find out all about it? 

Neroche DFAS 
 

Peter Hill (01460 67779) 
 
The Ancient Olympic Games and the True Olympic Spirit  

 
A talk by Steve Kershaw 

 
Monday 9th January 2.00 p.m. 

Seavington Millennium Hall, Water Street, Seavington 
 
Dr Kershaw is a former Oxford Classics tutor, and has travelled as 
guest speaker on Swan Hellenic Cruises for many years. 
 
In this important Olympic year, Dr Kershaw will look at the 
religious aspects of the ancient Olympics, at the concept of ‘sport’, 
and at athletics as an inspiration for artists. He will talk about the 
mythical and historical origins of the games, and cover the main 
athletic events of the ancient festival. His talk will include video and 
ancient Greek music. He has unrivalled knowledge of this period, 
having travelled extensively in Greece and edited what is now the 
Penguin Dictionary of Classical Mythology. He has also written brief 
guides to classical civilisation, and some of his former students have 
become Olympians themselves.  
 

Non-members welcome for a charge of £3 
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 Over the Counter: 
 

News from The Seavingtons Community Shop & Cafe 
 

Compiled by Laura Gowers and various volunteers! 
 
How can it be Christmas already? 
 
I hope you all have your trees up, lights lit, presents purchased, stockings 
hanging by the fire and cupboards stocked with Christmas goodies. 
 
However, if you suddenly realise that you’ve forgotten the goose fat, 
cranberry jelly or a gift for the long lost relative suddenly appearing on 
your doorstep – don’t forget that we’re open Christmas Eve.  In the last 
“Over the Counter” we put an incorrect closing time for Christmas Eve.  
Please note that we will close the shop at 1pm Saturday 24th 
December. 
 
The craft fair has been such a success that we have extended it until 
Christmas also.  It’s been a fabulous way for local people to show how 
amazingly talented they are – thank you all for exhibiting and helping to 
raise a little bit of money to tidy up the outside of the shop. 
 
We will finish the Christmas period off with a Christmas clear out on 
January 6th (which is also Twelfth Night).  We will be marking down any 
Christmas stock left with us and there will be a few other bargains as 
well. 
 
Miles Tea will be our promoted line in January/February.  Miles Tea have 
their head office in Porlock and blend and pack tea in Minehead.  Derek 
Miles started his business blending tea at the kitchen table of his Porlock 
cottage and it is now a thriving enterprise producing and blending tea and 
coffee that is enjoyed all over the world. 
 
We will have a tasting of Miles Teas in February – watch this space for 
the date. 
 
All that is left for me to say is thank you to everybody who has 
volunteered in the shop over the past year and also thank you to 
everybody who has shopped with us or visited the café.  It’s been a really 
good year; let’s hope the next one is even better. 
 
Happy New Year 
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M W Layzell (Builders) Ltd 
   

Office @ The Barn Yard, West Street, Seavington St Mary 
Conservation and new works undertaken 

Visit our website to view our gallery 
www.mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 

 

Tel: 0845 0946 118 or 01460 242053; e-mail: office@mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
 

‘Building on Established Foundations’ 

Monday to Friday 9 am to 6 pm 
 

Saturday 9 am to 5 pm 

GARDENS FOREVER GROWING 
DO YOU NEED A HELPING HAND? 

PLANTING ,HEDGING, PRUNING, MINOR TREE WORK. 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN CARE. 
☎ PHIL: 01460 242277 
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Private Car Hire 
 

Get to those important appointments 
Hospital, Doctor, Dentist 

Local Airports, Railway Stations 
Bus Stations, Ferries & Cruise Ships 

Packets & Documents Delivered 
 

Strictly Pre-booked 
Call Nigel on 01460 72177 

 RICHARD CLIFTON 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

Interior and exterior work 
Free written estimates or quotations 
Good preparation; Attention to detail 

 
Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 

One-to-One Computer Tuition 
 

at your pace - on your computer 
 

Are you intimidated, confused, fearful or frustrated with your computer? 
 

For patient, confidence-building, friendly, respectful, no jargon tuition: 
 

ring Amanda on (01460) 259744 
 

Barrington Secretarial Services  
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Photocopy & Laminating 
Ink Cartridges & Paper 
Tuition & Support 
Home & Business 

Repairs and Upgrades 
New Systems & Laptops 
Virus Prevention 
Web Design 

01460 
53613 Computer Services 

10 West St. 
Ilminster 

www.ios-tech.com 

Your local computer shop - for friendly, professional advice 

CANINE SERVICES 
 

Dog Grooming 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 
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HATHA 

YOGA 

SEAVINGTON 

Millennium hall 

Tuesdays 

6.30—8.00 pm 

FRIDAYS 

10.00—11.30 am 

Yoga is for everyone. It improves strength, flexibility, balance and concentration. It 

relaxes the body and calms the mind. Postures are modified or extended to match your 

own level of fitness and ability. We also work with the breathing techniques of yoga and 

end the class with a period of relaxation. 
 

For more information contact Sandra Harvey (BWY DIP) on 01460 281883 

WISHING WELL CUPCAKES 
 

 

Luxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Brownies, Cookies & Slices 
 

Large Parties to Small Gifts  ◦  Special Occasions & Events 
Wedding Cupcake Towers ◦ Birthday & Anniversary Number Cakes 

Quality Ingredients – Organic Flour, Butter & Cocoa, Local Free Range Eggs 
 

Contact Sarah – 01460 241320 / 07709194559 
www.wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk    mail@wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk 

 

Fully registered & Inspected with South Somerset District Council 

 
 
 
 

Routine Service or Emergency Repair—No job too big or too small 
Local family run garage with old fashioned values 

 

Unit 8c, Lopen Business Park, Mill Lane, Lopen, TA13 5JS 
07908 738071 or 07908 695744 ◊ www.ccmotors.net 

CC Motors 
 

Service—Repair—MOT 
CC Motors 
 

Service—Repair—MOT 

 
 
 
 

Routine Service or Emergency Repair—No job too big or too small 
Local family run garage with old fashioned values 

 

Unit 8c, Lopen Business Park, Mill Lane, Lopen, TA13 5JS 
07908 738071 or 07908 695744 ◊ www.ccmotors.net 

CC Motors 
 

Service—Repair—MOT 

 
 
 
 

Routine Service or Emergency Repair—No job too big or too small 
Local family run garage with old fashioned values 

 

Unit 8c, Lopen Business Park, Mill Lane, Lopen, TA13 5JS 
07908 738071 or 07908 695744 ◊ www.ccmotors.net 

CC Motors 
 

Service—Repair—MOT 
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R.P.M MOBILE VALETING CO 
 

CAR, MOTORCYCLE, VAN, 4X4, CARAVAN SPECIALIST 
  

Paul Chambers, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster 
  

For a free quote please call 
Tel: 01460 241398; Mobile: 07963 853968 

 

JIMMY JAMES WOODWORK 
 

Carpentry and Joinery including 
 

  

• Built- in wardrobes, cupboards, 
     bookcases, cabinets, furniture 
     and workstations 
• Kitchen refurbishments 

• Part or fully finished 
• Designed, made and installed 
     with care 

Puckington, Ilminster: ‘Phone: 01460 53889 

A U T O-M O B I L E 
C R A S H R E P A I R S 

(Established over 35 years) 
 

For all your vehicle body repairs from bumper scratches 
To a full re-spray of cars and light commercials 

 

Our estimates are free 
■ 

Free delivery and pickup service 
■ 

Courtesy car available 
■ 

Insurance approved 
 

Contact Gary James on  
01935 823694 or 07838 589208 

 
Parrett Works, Martock, on South Petherton to Martock Road 

www.automobilecrashrepairs.co.uk 
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NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years 
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum 

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit 
 

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 

  D.J.G WINDOW CLEANING & GARDENING SERVICES 

 
   ■   Window, Gutter, Fascia, u-PVC cleaning    ■   Pressure Washing 
 
   ■   Hedge & grass cutting, General gardening    ■   Hedge laying & fencing 
 
   ■   House, garden clearance      ■   Logs 
 

Fully insured: Call Dan on 01460 57877 or 07519174788 
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All Seasons Shall be Sweet 
 

Annie (01460 241762) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Berries, such as hawthorn and holly, are a natural food for birds, 
especially in the winter. During harsh weather, birds are forced to rely on 
berries when their normal food supply is locked in the frozen ground. 
Well stocked bird-feeders are lifesavers. Small birds, like the Tit family, 
love to be acrobatic on the nut-feeder or half coconut. Most birds will 
come to bird-tables for table scraps such as cooked bacon rinds, 
shredded suet, breadcrumbs and diced cheese. 
 
Remember though, not to put out too much at any one time; it may go 
bad and spread disease amongst the birds; the most susceptible are 
Greenfinches and Chaffinches. The rule is “little and often” if you can 
manage it. Fallen fruit, left on the ground, is welcomed by Blackbirds, 
Thrushes and wintering Fieldfares and Redwings. 
 
During freezing winter days it is important that bird-bathes are kept free 
from ice. Birds always need drinking water but they also like to bathe in 
frosty weather to maintain their plumage in peak condition so as to stay 
warm. 
 
A Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy, New Year to one and all! 

Therefore all seasons shall be sweet to thee, 
Whether the summer clothe the general earth 
With greenness, or Redbreast sit and sing 
Betwixt the tufts of snow on the bare branch 
Of mossy apple-tree, while the nigh thatch 
Smokes in the snow-thaw; whether the eve-drops fall 
Heard only in the trances of the blast, 
Or if the secret ministry of frost 
Shall hang them up in silent icicles 
Quietly shining to the quiet moon. 
 

S T Coleridge 
1772—1834 
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Queen's Diamond Jubilee 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) & Ruth Turner (01460 240126) 
 
The fund raising started at the Christmas Bazaar with  
 
1 Guess the Weight of the Cake 
 
The weight was  2lb 10 1/2 oz  and the winner, Sue Collard,  guessed 2lb 
10 3/4 oz. Many thanks to Barbara Wensley for making the cake.  
 
2 Guess the number of sweets in the Jar 
 
The answer was 178 - Winner - Elaine Edwards. Many thanks to the 
Youth Club for providing the jar of sweets. 
 
3 Also we started to sell 'The Somerset Quiz Sheet' at £1 
 
These are still available from The Volunteer Inn, the Community shop or 
Michael Harrison (Flat Holme, Moor Lane, Watergore) - so why not buy 
one and put your 'little grey cells' to work whilst resting after the festive 
activities. There are three prizes, £15, £10 and £5; completed sheets 
should be returned by 21st January - so you have plenty of time.  
 
We have now received a number of requests for a 'Celebration Mug' but 
would like to remind those who have not returned their form that they 
can still do this. Also if there is anyone who would like to purchase one, 
eg for grandchildren who do not live in the village, then please let Ruth or 
Pauline (see above) know.  
 
We have arranged for a marquee to be on the playing field and it will still 
be up for Monday 4th June 2012, the Committee has no ideas for this at 
the moment, but can anyone else think of something that could be done 
to 'round-off' the celebrations. 

Holiday Waste Collection 
 
Waste collections over the holiday period will be: 
 
Dry waste ie wheelie-bins, and recycling—Tuesday 27th December 2011 

 
Recycling only—Tuesday 3rd January 2012 
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The Changing Countryside 
 

Farm Boy 
  
By the time the January issue of our parish magazine drops through your 
letterboxes Christmas will be upon us, we should by then have some idea if 
it will be a white one. 
 
As a child the only White Christmas I enjoyed was Irving Berlin’s song sung 
by Bing Crosby. I consider that song one of many musical landmarks of the 
war years.   At that time to wake up on Christmas morning to a heavy fall of 
snow meant the most dreadful consequences as far as I was concerned 
because it could put paid to the most looked forward to event of the year. 
 
I suppose every one looks back on their childhood for the fondest memories 
of Christmas, but I cannot help but think may be in this developed World of 
wealth we are missing something.   
 
I do not recall the gifts that were showered upon me or that of my 
childhood friends as material gifts were few, what I remember is the 
wonderful family parties. 
 
Such as Christmas night 1942 with a large family gathering at Manor Farm 
Pendomer, the old rambling house which was so often cold and draughty 
glowed with warmth from fires burning in grates within rooms normally 
unused. 
 
At least seven farming families were gathered, our hosts were an uncle and 
aunt aided by uncle’s brother and family who farmed nearby.  Goodness 
knows how my aunt and her sister in law with food rationing produced such 
a wonderful spread with food rationing as it was then.  
 
The menu as I recall was goose, venison, ham, Christmas pudding, mince 
pies, trifles, Christmas cake and no doubt other forgotten treats. The house 
was decorated with holly, ivy, mistletoe and home made trimmings made by 
the children.  
 
Men enjoyed glasses of cider and beer whilst crowding in groups close to the 
open fires. sherry, gin and home made wines were available for the ladies 
who were all busy one way or another to and froing down the corridors to 
the kitchen or entertaining the children with all sorts of party games, later on 
in the evening uncle managed to produce a bottle of whisky, glasses were 
raised for many toasts, among them one “For absent friends” this temporally 
altered the mood as all thoughts turned to those fighting the war. 
 
After enough cider, beer and Whisky the reluctant men were dragged into 
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the children’s games which eventually finished up in roars of laughter. 
 
But there was a farm chore to be undertaken during the festivities, my father 
along with my Uncle left the party so as to water the cows. Back in those 
days I was my father’s shadow, although not strong enough to carry the steel 
buckets of water I just had to be there. 
 
The shock of the cold air outside was soon replaced by the warmth of the 
cowshed, the farm was the largest run within the family network and had the 
best cow housing for around thirty to forty cows. However it was not 
equipped with automatic water bowls so the cows tethered with chains by 
their necks relied on the farmer for water.  There was a stand pipe midway 
on the back wall behind the cows, where, one by one, the buckets were 
placed and skidded noisily by the toes of boots under the constant flowing 
tap, filled and refilled as father and uncle plodded backward and forward 
between the waiting cows.  
 
On average a cow needed something like ten gallons (45 Litres) of water per 
day; the modern dairy cow needs considerably more because of their 
potential to produce far larger milk yields. My mind still hears the thirsty 
cows slurping at the bottom of the emptied buckets trying to get the very 
last drop and the rattle as they tossed the empty aside with their nose, but it 
was of no matter for every cow was allowed to drink her fill before the 
bucket was eventually passed to her neighbour. 
 
By the time our watering party returned to the house some one was at the 
piano and the old house had come alive with the sound of songs and 
Christmas Carols, 
 
Then around midnight all those congregated joined hands for Auld Lang Syne 
in a circle around a room but it converted into a crumbled figure of eight as 
the jolly participants rocked and stumbled toward the middle of the room 
singing as loud as they could.  
 
Then hats and coats were sought and the front door opened amid hugs and 
kisses. Rugs and blankets were quickly removed from car bonnets that had 
been placed to prevent the water in the engines from freezing, the clatter of 
starting handles and slamming of doors filled the night air, replaced by the 
sound of engines that emitted plumes of white condensation from the 
exhausts as they departed on the homeward trips powered by concessionary 
red petrol and illuminated with shrouded headlamps with a visibility of 
almost nil.  
 
As I curled up on the cold back seat, I was able to look forward to four 
more parties as long as it did not snow, but none ever equalled that 
Christmas night.  
 
Reprinted from our January 2006 edition. 
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Local Bus Services 
Consultation on Reduction in Subsidies 

 
Nicholas Margison, Somerset County Council (01823 358122) 

Business Development Quality and Performance Manager 
 
Following on from a reduction in subsidies to evening and weekend bus 
services in the current financial year, over the next two years Somerset 
County Council needs to further reduce the amount of money spent on 
supporting bus services in Somerset due to the reduction in the amount 
of funding the Government provides to Councils to run local services. 
 
Early consultation has already taken place with key stakeholders and 
various options have been explored.  Three of these options have now 
been worked through in detail and we would now like to consult more 
widely.  With this in mind SCC would like to consult with as many 
Somerset residents as possible to gain their views on these proposed 
reductions before any final decisions are taken.   
 
One of the ways we aim to collect opinions is through a public survey, 
for which I have included the internet link at the bottom of this 
document.   
 
Please complete the survey using the link and information supplied on the 
Transporting Somerset web page via www.somerset.gov.uk/bussurvey to 
assist you in your answers.   
 
Deadline for responses is 15th January 2012 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust 
Registered Charity No: 1068251 

 
Alastair Fyfe (01460-241977) 

 
The Trustees and the Church Committee members would like to thank 
all those who have, in any way, supported the Trust during the past year. 
 
Our first fundraising event in 2012 will be a General Knowledge Quiz 
in the Millennium Hall on Saturday, 10th March. Please put it in your 
diary now! 
 
In the meantime, we wish you all a very merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 
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Beauty: 
Hair Removal / Waxing 
Manicures / Pedicures 

Eyebrow shaping  
Eyelash Tint / Perming 

Eyelash Extensions 
Facials 

Massage 
Stand-up Tanning booth 

Hair Services: 
                 Cut 

Blow dry 
Colour 
Foils 
Perms 

Gent’s cuts 
Children’s services 

(up to age 10 )  

Customer Parking right to the door 
(on the South Petherton—Martock Road) 

UÄâá{ [t|Ü 9 Uxtâàç ftÄÉÇ 

Kelly’s  Yard, Parrett Works, Martock, Somerset TA12 6AE 
Tel No:  01935 826888 

Gift Vouchers 
From 

£5 
************ 

 

Clapper Hay ▫ Church Street ▫ Merriott ▫ Somerset TA16 5PR 
 

Tel: 01460 74612  Fax: 01460 76222  Email: rawicks@lineone.net 
www.wicksheating.co.uk 

VAT No: 785-3519-93 

R. Barrett Decorating Services 
 
 
 

§   Empathy with older properties 
 
§   Professional, reliable & efficient 

§   In/External &  wallpapering 
 
§   Traditional wood repairs 

Fully insured - VAT exempt 
 

Please call for a free estimate:  
Richard Barrett BSc Tel: 01460 259744; Mob: 07759 177029  
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Beautiful & Unique  
Handmade Bags & Accessories 

 
Chris’s Studio Originals / Jhasper Limited Editions / Tailor Made Service 

  
Please visit our website or contact us directly for more 

information or to discuss your own ideas or requirements 
  

Jhasper Limited, Farlands Barn, Water Street, Seavington St Michael, 
ILMINSTER, Somerset, TA190QH. Tel: (01460) 240818 

Website: www.jhasper.co.uk—Email: info@jhasper.co.uk 
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FREE TRAINING 
Increase your career prospects and gain a new 

qualification. 
 

Improve your Maths & English skills and achieve a City & Guilds qualification. 
Computer based training 

Non classroom situation – relaxed. Friendly and professional environment. 
Qualified tutors are always available to provide support. 

 

Other courses available: 
IT, Food Hygiene, Sage, Touch typing, employability, CSCS card, Fork Lift Truck * 

 
*subject to conditions 

 

Call TABS today for further information 
 

01935 385919; Yeovil Innovation Centre – Yeovil. 
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 Welcome to the 

New Inn 
Warm & Friendly Welcome 

Bed & Breakfast 
A la Carte Menu 

Local Ciders & Fine Wines 
Monthly Quiz Night 

Large car park  

18th Century Traditional Public House 
Picturesque Beer garden 

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials 
Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales 

Richard’s Home Made Sunday  
Lunch Roasts  

Open 7 days a week  
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm) 

6.00pm – 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm) 
 

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413  
www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk 

 

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ  
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Andrew Lodge 
 Plumbing and Heating   

 

Central Heating and Boiler Specialists; Replace / Install oil tanks  
Bathrooms & en suites designed & installed 

 

All general plumbing work undertaken  

Tel:  01460 249150       Mob: 07798 502367 

www.townandcountryhardware.co.uk 

 
SILVER STREET ▪ ILMINSTER 
Telephone: ILMINSTER 52506 

HOUSEWARES ▪ELECTRICAL GOODS AND ACCESSORIES ▪ HANDTOOLS ▪ PAINT ▪ POWERTOOLS 
TIMBER & BOARD ▪ STEELWARE ▪ CHINA & GLASS ▪ IRONMONGERY ▪ KEY CUTTING 

HANDY GAS & PARAFFIN ▪ HAGERTY CLEANING MACHINE HIRE 
 

MOST ITEMS AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
 

TRY US! WE’RE JUST DOWN THE ROAD ▪ DELIVERY SERVICES 

Marilyn Hills BA MA 
Core Process Psychotherapy 

01460 249176  
Psychotherapy can help you with : 

Stress : Anxiety : Depression : Debt : Loss : Grief : Relationships: Personal growth 
Contact me for a FREE Introductory Session 

 

 Email :  marilynhills@fastmail.fm 
Website: www.marilynhills.co,uk 
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SOUTH SOMERSET RSPB LOCAL GROUP 
 

FIVE GO OFF TO THE GAMBIA! 
 

An entertaining talk presented by our members Lynn & Steve Osborne.  
Join them on a journey around this small African country where colourful 
and exotic birds abound. Also an insight into the culture of the friendly 
Gambian people. The talk will be accompanied by high quality digital 
photographs. 

 
Thursday 19th January – 7.30pm – The Millennium Hall, Seavington 

Entry: group members £2.50, non-group members £3.50, under 18’s free. 
(tea/coffee & biscuits included)  Wheelchair access. 

 
NON-MEMBERS WELCOME 

 
For further details contact: Denise Chamings (Group Leader) on 240740 

 

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southsomerset 
 

Registered Charity: England & Wales No. 207076, Scotland No. SC37654. 

Shepton Beauchamp Pre-school 
 

Heather Copeland (0776 543 7301) 
 
A Happy New Year to you all! Thank you to everyone who came and 
supported or helped in any way with our Crafty Christmas event, it was a 
great success, making a profit of just over £300 for pre-school funds.  
 
Our Christmas festivities all went well, thanks again to all who donated 
towards the raffle, made costumes and came along to see our performance 
in Church and to the residents of Buttle Close and village friends who 
came to hear the children at the Common Room.  
 
Thanks to Fr. Geoff for his continued support and for coming to read to 
the children each week, they really look forward to your visits.  
 
We have several fund raising activities arranged for the New Year, there 
will be Bags2School collections again and our ever popular Wine and 
Wisdom event in the Spring Term and hopefully another similar Quiz over 
the Jubilee weekend. Lots of exciting things in store!  
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Welcome to the new children who have joined us this term, for those 
who have just moved into the village and one who is actually a second 
generation member for certain members of our staff!! Hope you all enjoy 
your time with us. Also, Congratulations to Shelley who is celebrating 25 
years with the Pre-school this year!  
 
Places available at -3s and pre-school; we are open Monday to Friday from 
9am to 12.45pm with longer sessions to 3pm available. Pre-three sessions 
Tuesday and Friday morning 9am to 11am from the age of two. Toddler 
Group Thursday mornings 9.15am to 11.15am For more information 
please call us on 07765437301 

Waste Collection in Inclement Weather 
 
Our District Council has passed responsibility for waste collection to the 
Somerset Waste Partnership who, in turn, subcontract the task to a 
private company. The Seavingtons’ News has been asked to pass on 
information regarding collections in the event of inclement weather 
affecting roads etc: 
 
Safety of the public and collection crews is the key issue that will decide if 
services need to be suspended but efforts will be made to complete 
collections when conditions improve.  
 
In severe weather, recycling and refuse crews will try to keep collecting if 
it is safe. If your collection is missed, please be patient; we will try to 
return once conditions improve, working late and on Saturdays to catch 
up.  
 
Please put out recycling and refuse by 7am for the next three working 
days; if we have not been back by then, please take it back in and put out 
by 7am on your next usual collection day.  
 
If your collection is delayed, extra amounts of regular waste will be 
accepted: please put rubbish in black sacks, recycling in carrier bags and 
food in covered buckets or in black sacks with other rubbish.  
 
In very bad conditions, we may have to suspend collecting garden and 
bulky waste to give priority to the main services. If our clinical waste 
service is interrupted, we will get back as soon as possible. 
 
In the event of severe weather, guidance and updates will be posted on 
www.somersetwaste.gov.uk, our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
somersetwaste and Twitter feed @somersetwaste, and sent to local radio 
and district council customer services. 
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Seavington Community Store and Café 
 
 
 
 

We are entirely run by volunteers 
 

We can offer: 
  

• Local produce including Bonners’ meat, Osborne’s fruit and veg, 
bread from Bakery Roy-Al and Sally Anns Cakes 
 

• A selection of Wheat free and Gluten free products 
 

• Dry cleaning service – collections and deliveries Tuesdays and 
Fridays 
 

• A warm welcome in the café, offering good coffee and freshly 
made snacks. 

 
Why not pop in and see for yourself. 

 
Opening times: 

Monday – Friday 8.30am – 6pm; Saturday 9am – 3pm 
01460 249730 

S P F A  Lottery Winners 
 

Peter Ashley (01460 240353) 
 

November 2011  
 

First Prize £40  No 25 Sian Sainsbury 
Second Prize £20  No 266 Gwen Gough, 

Third Prize £10  No 74 Ken Callow 
 

December  2011 
 

First Prize £40 No 9 Adam Gough 
Second Prize £20 No 70 Mrs Murray 
Third Prize £10 No 25 Sian Sainsbury 

 
Christmas Draw 

 

First Prize £40 No 242 Carol Ashley 
Second Prize £20 No 76 Julie Sibley 

Third Prize £10 No 157 Rachael Meadows 
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Boxing Day Walkies 
 

Tuesday 27th December 
 
A perfect antidote to the over indulgence of Christmas is a stroll around 
the fields and lanes of The Seavingtons, ending up at The Volunteer for 
brunch—Lasagne, Sausage & bean feasts and a vegetarian dish to choose 
from at “High Noon”. 
 
Please meet at the Millennium Hall at 10.30 am. If you don’t fancy the 
walk, join us for brunch! Dogs welcome. 
 
Tickets £7; children £3.50. To help with catering please purchase tickets 
in advance from: 
 

The Volunteer (01460 240126 or Annie Prichard (01460 241762) 
 

In aid of St Michael’s Church Trust 

The Volunteer Inn: 
Opening times over Christmas. 

 
Christmas Day 25th open drinks only,  11.30am - 1.30pm.  
 
Closed All Day Boxing Day 26th. 
 
Normal hours from Tues 27th. 
 
Closed News Year Day (sun). 
 
Closed Bank Hol Mon lunch. Mon evening opening @ 6.30 pm. 
 
Don't forget if you require our real ales you can purchase these as a 5 
pint take away box—They make good Christmas presents. 
 
You are invited to a New Year’s party—The theme is black and/or 
scarlet masks or fancy dress. There will be prizes for the best dressed 
and a raffle. There will also be special priced drinks on offer during the 
evening. Present this copy of The Seavingtons’ News when you buy your 
first round and your name will be entered in a special draw. 
 
Colin, Ruth and family wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year. 
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The Seavingtons ’  Weather in  November 2011 

 This year—2011 Previous year—2010 

Temperature   

Average Minimum           8.68°C         6.96°C 

Average Maximum        13.58°C       11.82°C 

Mean        11.13°C         6.49°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total        49.7mm (1.99")        95.4mm (3.82") 

Yearly Total (to date)      484.0mm (19.36")      597.7mm (23.91") 

 
Belated Happy 18th Birthday wishes to ALISTAIR 
REYLAND on the 8th December 2011.  
 
Good luck with your forth coming university choice. 
 
Love Mum & Dad,  Matthew & Charlene & Bump & 
all the family. 

Youth Club News 
 

Jenny Isaacs (01460 ) 
 

As we approach the end of another year it’s a good time to say thank-
you to all the youngsters for their good behaviour, great personalities 
and regular attendance to Youth Club, without you all we would be 
nothing. The Christmas party was a great success, food, music, quiz and 
lots of noise!!! Thanks to all who helped make it a fun evening. Thank-
you to The Volunteer who have donated some much needed funds; they 
will be well spent. We hope to see you all in the new year and we all 
wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy 2012. 



 
 
 
 

Your Independence is our business 

  ◊  Sales 
 
 ◊  Service 

 ◊  Hire 
 
 ◊  Repair 

Units 1 & 2, Great Western Road, Martock 
Telephone: 01935 826789 

Daily Living & Bathing Aids 
Rise Recliner Chairs & Beds 
Stair Lifts (In store demos) 

Cosy Feet Footwear 
Scooters—New, ex Demo and 2nd hand 

 (at greatly reduced prices) 
Power chairs 

Scooter, wheelchair, walking aid hire available 
Free catalogues on request 

In store & home demonstrations 
Free delivery 
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