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JUST THINGS 
a fair trade shop 
 

26, Silver Street, Ilminster, TA19 0DR 
(from the Market House, past the Minster Church, on the right hand bend) 

 
We sell a wide range of fairly traded gifts, toys and 

food. Feel free to come in and browse. 
 

Telephone: 01460 55884                       Mobile: 07816 788457 
Email :  enquiries@just-things.co.uk       Website: www.just-things.co.uk 

 
Opening times: 9.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday to Saturday 

Closed: Sunday and Monday 
 

Prices: 
 

Punctures  £10.00; Tracking  £12.80 
Wheel Balance  £  5.00—X 2 wheels 

Tyre swaps  £  2.50 per wheel 
 

Second hand tyres £15.00—Any size, including fitting 
Buy 4 new or used tyres and get tracking free 

Tyres @ Reyland Autos 

 

Matthew Reyland 
Reyland Autos, Sunnyside Farm, Seavington, Ilminster, TA19 0QB 

01460 241238; 07969 206 866; reylandautos@hotmail.com 

□ Gear Boxes □ Clutches □ Welding & Fabrication □ MOTs 
□ Servicing □ Latest Diagnostic Equipment □ Tyres & Tracking 
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It is curious how themes can emerge from various individual’s quite separate, 
and apparently unrelated inputs to our magazine. 
 
This month we see a resident’s letter (p 32), our farming correspondent (pp 18 
& 19) and our Parish Council (p17) all alluding to failings of the higher levels of 
local government. Sadly, they are all valid criticisms and it is only our 
complacency and failure to hold these organisations to account that allows 
them to continue raising the level of our council taxes whilst their services 
deteriorate. 
 
Another example is the County Council’s programme under the Government’s 
“Broadband UK” banner. For two years I have been pressing the County to say 
whether Seavington will be a beneficiary of the millions of pounds of taxpayers 
money going into this scheme. I have always been stalled on the basis that 
nothing can be said until the contract is in place. You will have seen the press 
release marking the contract signing. The reply to my latest enquiry is: “... now 
that the contract has been signed, BT will begin the detailed survey work that will 
enable the roll-out schedule to be determined. The project scope is extremely detailed 
and requires careful survey work before roll-out details can be confirmed and 
implementation can begin. Given that we are in the early stages of this contract, we 
are unable to advise what will happen with individual premises or locations yet.” 
 
How can you place a contract that does not define what is to be provided? 
Only local government can do this. I think that our case for incompetence can 
rest! 
 
David Froome 

T h e  S e av i n g t o n s ’  N ew s  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!                     pm Friday 8th March 
                              until am Monday 11th March 
 

 

The Latest Copy Date                     is the 15th March 
for the next issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 
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All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall 
For bookings call Pauline Eardley on 01460 240995 

For other Millennium Hall matters call Pauline Parsons on 01460 240193 

4th March 2.30 pm NADFAS talk: L S Lowry—A visionary artist 
by Dr. Michael Howard—p17 

5th March 2.00 pm Book Group Meeting—p 8 

9th March 11.30 am Playing Field –Photos by New Tree—p 5 

9th March 6.45 pm Easter Bingo—p 30 

10th March 11.30 am Mothering Sunday—p 15 

11th March Noon Seniors’ Launch—p 30 

21st March 7.30 pm RSPB Group talk: -National Trust Work 
with Wild Life in Wessex—p 28 

26th March 7.30 pm Parish AGM—p 17 

Regular Activities  

Every Monday 6.30pm Young People’s Group—all ages 

2nd  Monday Noon Pensioners’ Lunches in Village Café  

1st  Saturday 9.00 am—
2.00 pm 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust Book Sale 
at 2, Winchester Cottages (opposite The 
Volunteer) 

3rd Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café  

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and 
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village 
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and 
let them keep in touch as well. 

www.theseavingtons.org 

31st March  Closing date for NADFAS young person’s 
bursary—pp 6 & 7 

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — M a r c h  2 0 1 3  



March 2013 

 

3 

  Editorial: David Froome & Maria Potts 
  Advertising: Heather Scott 
  Production:  David & Wendy Eliot 
  Technical & web-site support: Eugene Mulligan 
  Graphics & Visual Support: George Brown 
  

Village web-site:www.theseavingtons.org 
 

Contributions are welcomed. You may submit electronically or by handwritten 
or typed manuscript to the editor at the address on page 1. The contents of this 
village magazine are the copyright © of the Seavingtons' News unless the item 
concerned carries an alternative copyright assertion. However, all information 
on village activities and events may be freely reproduced.  
 
Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have 
any questions. 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £90  £10  
½ Page  £45  £5  
¼ Page  £25  £3  

Advertising enquiries to: Heather Scott, 01460 241437 

adverts@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

3rd March 11.30 am Holy Communion 

10th March 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10th March 11.30 am Mothering Sunday service with baptism 

17th March 11.30 am Holy Communion 

24th March 11.30 am Matins 

31st March 11.30 am Family Communion 

Rev Tom Handy telephone: 01460 240377; revdtomhandy@hotmail.com 

Details of Holy Week services are not yet confirmed. Call Manda 
(240554) or Carol (241478) for information. 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n  
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St. Michael’s Church Seavington 
 

Manda Jaggers (01460 240554) Carol Talbot (01460 241478) 
 
The Diocese of Bath and Wells requires a new Electoral Roll this year. This 
asks that everyone actively supporting the Church in anyway completes a 
new application form. 
 
The forms are available from Annie Prichard on 241762 (Answerphone). 
Alternatively pick a form up from the Church. Please can these be re-
turned by Easter, in time for the Church APM. Many Thanks, Carol & 
Manda (Churchwardens). 
 
Also … 
 
This month the family service will be a special 'Mothering Sunday' Service. 
Sunday 10th March, at 11.30 St. Michael's Church, Seavington.  We'd love 
to see you there. 

Shepton Beauchamp Primary School – Ofsted Report 
 

Alison Drayton (01460 240793) 
 

Two weeks before Christmas we received the call from Ofsted to advise 
us of our inspection on the 11th and 12th of December.  As you may be 
aware the new Ofsted Inspection Framework that came into place in Sep-
tember 2012 is very rigorous and the standards required from Ofsted are 
exceptionally high.  We were therefore thrilled to be told that we were 
‘Good’ in all areas with some outstanding features.   
 
Jesse Pattisson, Chair of Governors, said “It is a huge step forward for our 
School and to achieve a rating of Good across all areas is something that 
the School should be extremely proud of”.  Below is a summary of our 
Report, but please look on our School Website, Ofsted Website or con-
tact Mrs Alison Drayton at the School 01460 240793 for the full report, or 
to make an appointment to have a look around. 
 
The Report highlighted that Pupils of all abilities including those with spe-
cial needs, achieve well in all areas of learning.  The Inspector praised the 
exciting and creative tasks, the high quality resources, including iPads,  and 
stated that the curriculum is effective in providing memorable experiences 
for pupils.  These include the close links with the Church and exciting visits 
and residential experiences. 
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The Report praised the quality of teaching, stating that all teaching is at 
least good and some is outstanding.  The pace of learning in lessons is good 
and where the teaching is outstanding pupils work at a very fast pace.  
Very skilful questioning by the Teachers and Teaching Assistants, extend 
pupils understanding and thinking skills. Marking of pupils work is effective 
enabling pupils to understand how to improve.  The Report also high-
lighted the outstanding progress in Phonics in Reception and Years 1 and 2 
and this ensures that Pupils make rapid and sustained progress. 
 
Shepton Beauchamp Primary School has always valued it’s mixed aged 
classes, and the Report states “Relationships are very positive, and older 
pupils work very closely with the younger ones.  Younger Pupils benefit 
from the good role models provided by the older ones in their class”.  Pu-
pils say that they felt safe in School, and the Inspector commented on their 
good behaviour. 
 
Parents spoke to the Inspector during her visit and said that they are 
happy with the quality of teaching at the School, their children love coming 
to School, and parents held the School in high regard and felt welcome in 
the classrooms. 
The Governing Body was recognised in taking an active part in the School’s 
day to day life, and evaluating the Schools strengths and areas for improve-
ment.  All levels of leadership across the Federation have been involved in 
raising the standards of education. 
 
Karen Brooker, head teacher, told parents “We are really pleased with the 
Report, and I would like to thank all the staff and governors for working so 
hard to continually develop our School’s high standard of education”. 

New Tree on the Playing Field 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 
In late 2012 the Parish Council were given the opportunity to have a tree 
from Waitrose to mark their 75th anniversary of joining the John Lewis 
partnership.  This tree has now been delivered and as it is a Betula pendula 
Tristis - ie a weeping birch - it has been planted at the top of the playing 
field.   
 
To mark this occasion the Parish Council invite all children in the village 
(and children of children who once lived in the villages but have had to 
move away for various reasons) to gather near the tree on Saturday 9th 
March at 11.30am to have a photograph taken.  It is then hoped that these 
children (or at least some of them) could repeat this every 10 years. 
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Redpoll 
Carduelis Flammea 

(Finch Family—Fringillidae—5˝) 
 

Annie (01460 241762) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Redpoll is mostly resident in Northern Europe, including Great Britain. 
During the winter months, flocks move to southern parts of our country. It 
is smaller than the house Sparrow and is distinguished from the Linnet by 
its red forehead. The male’s breast and rump is pinker than the female. 
Both have black chins and two whitish wing bars.  
 
It is a sociable ‘mixer’ with other finches. Frequents open woodland, heaths 
and hedgerows; but favours alder, willow and birch, Redpoll behaviour 
sometimes recalls that of a ‘Tit’ as it hangs from a slender branch in search 
of food. It feeds on seeds, weeds and insects; and will visit the bird table for 
sunflower seed. The song is a series of long twitters and tilling sometimes 
including the flight call which is a rapid, nasal ‘chuck-uck-uch’. 
 
Like the waxwing, the Redpoll has been seen locally. 

Along these blushing borders, bright with dew, 
And in you mingled wilderness of flowers, 
Fair-handed Spring unbosoms every grace; 
Throws out the snowdrop, and the crocus first; 
The daisy, primrose, Violet darkly blue, 
And polyanthus of unnumbered dyes; 
The yellow wall-flower, stain’d with iron brown; 
And lavish stock that scents the garden round. 
 

James Thomson (1700-48) 

Calling Budding Young Artists and Musicians 
 
The Neroche DFAS Bursary 
 
The Neroche Decorative and Fine Arts Society is once again offering a 
bursary for young people active in the field of painting, drawing, textiles, 
decorative glass or metal work, pottery or any other medium such as music, 
dance or performance arts.  
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St. Michael’s Church Seavington Trust 
Registered Charity No: 1068251 

 
Alastair Fyfe (01460-241977) 

 
During the period of the next 12 months, the St Michael’s Church Seavington 
Trust will have vacancies for Trustees which will need to be filled. If anybody 
feels that they would like to become involved, please contact Alastair Fyfe 
(telephone number above). It is not a requirement that a Trustee should be a 
regular church-goer. What is important is that a Trustee should be somebody 
who recognises and values the importance of a ‘working’ church within the 
village. The commitment is not onerous. Just 3 meetings a year and a couple 
of major fundraising events. 
 
The Trust would also very much appreciate any regular monthly, quarterly or 
annual donation. It has to be ready to pay the bills for routine maintenance 
and minor repairs. It can only do this, if it has the funds (a blinding glimpse of 
the obvious!). Any donation, however small, given on a regular basis, would 
be extremely welcome.  
 
Finally, a reminder that the Avon & Somerset Constabulary Male Voice Choir 
will be performing in the Church of St Peter and St Paul in South Petherton 
on Saturday, 18th May 2013 at 7.30 pm. 

The aim of the bursary is to help students further their studies and/or work 
experience during the academic year 2013/2014. The bursary this year is 
£500 and may be awarded to an individual or a group. The student who 
received our last award says she has found it very helpful as she needed extra 
money to help pay transport costs involved in college interviews and 
auditions. 
 
Any young person under the age of 21 who lives in Chard, Crewkerne, 
Ilminster, Yeovil or any of the surrounding villages, and who plans to further 
their studies or follow a career in the arts can apply for this bursary. 
 
Candidates who are short-listed will be invited to interview during April 2013 
and will be asked to demonstrate their skills and say how they would use the 
proposed bursary. A portfolio of work, where appropriate, may be submitted 
and a letter from someone responsible for the applicant’s art training would 
be expected. 
 
An application form and guidance notes can be obtained by contacting Robert 
Hartley  01460 55843 or robert1600@lineone.net  The closing date for 
applications is 31st March 2013.  
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The Seavington Book Group 
 

By Andrew Sutton (01460 249338) 
 

The new, revived Seavington Book group has been meeting for 
about eight months.  We meet up, every six weeks or so, in the 
wonderful Village Café, where we can also enjoy an indulgent cof-
fee and cake as we discuss the chosen book. 
 
We are a very mixed but also very homogenous bunch of people 
with a shared love of reading and find that our discussion of the 
chosen texts really aids our understanding and appreciation of the 
chosen book. We take it in turns to choose a book and give our-
selves about six weeks to read each novel.  
 
So far we have discussed writers as diverse as Stella Gibbons, 
Shena McKay, Marcus Zusak, John Fowles and Daphne Du Maurier 
and each time we have had a most enjoyable and spirited discus-
sion. We also find the time to discuss other books that we might 
have read over the previous six weeks and always come away with 
good suggestions of books to read. 
 
It’s important to add that you do not need a degree in English Lit-
erature to join us; everyone’s opinions are respected  and appreci-
ated. 
 
If you would like to join us, the next meeting will be on Tuesday 5th 
March at 2.00   for 2.30 and we will be discussing ‘Wild Abandon’ 
by the much respected and up and coming young English writer Joe 
Dunthorne, which is widely available (and reasonably cheaply) on 
Amazon. 
 
Up until now, members have been buying each chosen book but 
from the April meeting, we will be availing ourselves of the excel-
lent service provided for book groups, by the South Petherton pub-
lic library and the next book will be chosen from their lists. 
 
If you would like more information about the Book Group, please 
ring me on 249338 or email me on andrewmjsutton@hotmail.com. 
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Andrew Lodge 
 Plumbing and Heating   

 

Central Heating and Boiler Specialists; Replace / Install oil tanks  
Bathrooms & en suites designed & installed 

 

All general plumbing work undertaken  

Tel:  01460 249150       Mob: 07798 502367 

 RICHARD CLIFTON 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

Interior and exterior work 
Free written estimates or quotations 
Good preparation; Attention to detail 

 
Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 

Seavington 

 

Conservation and new works undertaken 
Visit our website to view gallery: www.mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
Tel: 01460 249468 or e-mail: office@mwlayzell-builders.co.uk 
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Private Car Hire 
 

Get to those important appointments 
Hospital, Doctor, Dentist 

Local Airports, Railway Stations 
Bus Stations, Ferries & Cruise Ships 

Packets & Documents Delivered 
 

Strictly Pre-booked 
Call Nigel on 01460 72177 

 

Clapper Hay ▫ Church Street ▫ Merriott ▫ Somerset TA16 5PR 
 

Tel: 01460 74612  Fax: 01460 76222  Email: rawicks@lineone.net 
www.wicksheating.co.uk 

VAT No: 785-3519-93 

 
 
 
 
 
Carpentry and Joinery                        
Roofing and Electrical                     Aubrey Bage  
Painting and Decorating          07817 419022 
General Building Work                  Aubrey.bage@aol.co.uk 
 

Specialists in the Repair and Renovation of Listed Buildings  
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Photocopy & Laminating 
Ink Cartridges & Paper 
Tuition & Support 
Home & Business 

Repairs and Upgrades 
New Systems & Laptops 
Virus Prevention 
Web Design 

01460 
53613 Computer Services 

10 West St. 
Ilminster 

www.ios-tech.com 

Your local computer shop - for friendly, professional advice 

CANINE SERVICES 
 

Dog Grooming 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 
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HATHA 

YOGA 

SEAVINGTON 

Millennium hall 

Tuesdays 

6.30—8.00 pm 

FRIDAYS 

10.00—11.30 am 

Yoga is for everyone. It improves strength, flexibility, balance and concentration. It 

relaxes the body and calms the mind. Postures are modified or extended to match your 

own level of fitness and ability. We also work with the breathing techniques of yoga and 

end the class with a period of relaxation. 
 

For more information contact Sandra Harvey (BWY DIP) on 01460 281883 

WISHING WELL CUPCAKES 
 

 

Luxury Homemade Cupcakes, Cakes, Brownies, Cookies & Slices 
 

Large Parties to Small Gifts  ◦  Special Occasions & Events 
Wedding Cupcake Towers ◦ Birthday & Anniversary Number Cakes 

Quality Ingredients – Organic Flour, Butter & Cocoa, Local Free Range Eggs 
 

Contact Sarah – 01460 241320 / 07709194559 
www.wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk    mail@wishingwellcupcakes.co.uk 

 

Fully registered & Inspected with South Somerset District Council 

Karen’s Alterations 
Byways, Church Lane, Horton, 
Tel. 01460  55627 / 07813143616 

 
I can alter adult or children’s clothing: Take up a hem, replace a zip and more. 

Curtains or blinds made to measure. 
Nothing is too small 
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A U T O-M O B I L E 
C R A S H R E P A I R S 

(Established over 35 years) 
 

For all your vehicle body repairs from bumper scratches 
To a full re-spray of cars and light commercials 

 

Our estimates are free 
■ 

Free delivery and pickup service 
■ 

Courtesy car available 
■ 

Insurance approved 
 

Contact Gary James on  
01935 823694 or 07838 589208 

 
Parrett Works, Martock, on South Petherton to Martock Road 

www.automobilecrashrepairs.co.uk 

 Jimmy 
James 
CARPENTRY 

& FURNITURE 
 

SINCE 1989 
 

Built-in wardrobes...cabinets… 
Bookcases...kitchens… 

Individually designed and made 
 

For a free quotation 
‘phone me on 

Ilminster (01460) 53889 

St Michael’s Church 
Seavington Trust 

 

sale of  : 
 

Books, Plants & Bric-a-Brac  
 

2nd March 2013 
 

at 2, Winchester Cottages 
(Opposite The Volunteer) 

 
New and Second-hand Books 

Selection of bric-a-brac 
A great selection for children of 
all ages from stories to study! 

 
NB—Open 9.00 am to 2.00 pm 

 
  please come and browse 
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NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years 
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum 

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit 
 

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 

  D.J.G WINDOW CLEANING & GARDENING SERVICES 

 
   ■   Window, Gutter, Fascia, u-PVC cleaning    ■   Pressure Washing 
 
   ■   Hedge & grass cutting, General gardening    ■   Hedge laying & fencing 
 
   ■   House, garden clearance      ■   Logs 
 

Fully insured: Call Dan on 01460 57877 or 07519174788 
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Calling All Children 
 

Mothering Sunday 10th March 
at St. Michael’s Church 11.30 a.m. 

 
 

Please bring Mum, Family & Friends. There will be 
bunches of flowers for you to give them. 

Seavington  Playing Field  Association 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 
As you are all aware there have been changes in the Committee of the 
SPFA.  We are now looking at trying to draw up a 5-year plan for 
improvements not only to the playing field and equipment but also to the 
Millennium Hall.  The Committee have become aware recently that 
grants are becoming few and far between and in many cases are only on 
offer for a short period of time.  Accordingly we think that if we can 
prioritise things to be done then we may be in a better position to apply 
for such grants.  Some ideas are:- 
 

1. More play equipment in the large play area – but what would you 
like to see there? 

2. A skate/scooter park 
3. A Crazy Golf Course 
4. Improvements to the parking space alongside the hard track. 
5. A pathway from this parking space to the Hall Car Park, with 

suitable lighting 
6. Solar panels on the Millennium Hall roof 
7. Refurbishment of the Hall  kitchen 
8. An extension which would incorporate a Meeting Room that can 

be accessed through its own entrance 
9. Better lighting in the Hall Car Park 

 
And we are sure the list could go on and on. 
 
PLEASE LET US KNOW WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE preferably 
through the News letter as then we can all see what ideas are out there. 
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A Message from your Parish Council 
 

Simon Madge - Chair (01460 242437) 
 
Parish Councillors wish to advise you that once again a decision has been 
made to increase the Parish Precept.  This will mean a rise in your Council 
Tax Bill for 2013/14.  As many of you already know the Parish Precept is 
monies paid to your Parish Council and stays within the parish to carry out 
works that are needed to be done and to support village projects. 
 
As a Parish Council we already pay for the grass cutting of the playing field, 
maintain all but one of the footpaths and give grants to Youth Club, Tree 
Wardens, the Millennium Hall, Community Shop and support the up-keep 
of the Churchyards.  We also ‘buy-in’ to the Lengthsman Scheme which 
started some years ago with support from both the County and District 
Councils.   
 
Unfortunately this support has been withdrawn and the five parishes within 
our Group now have to find the total sum required. We pay £1,500pa and 
have the Lengthsman for a day a fortnight.  Many may say what does the 
Lengthsman do but others will have seen him in the villages picking up 
litter, grass cutting and in recent months trying to clear blocked drains.  It 
has become obvious over the past few months that the Lengthsman is 
going to have to be used more and more for trying to keep our drains free 
of muck and sludge thus keeping much of the water off the highway and 
hopefully preventing further flooding of properties.  The County Council 
have advised that drains within the villages will only be cleared on a two-
yearly cycle but when blocked connecting pipes will be jetted is another 
matter.   
 
You will have noticed that works were carried out by Swan Thatch to 
clear the blocked drains in early January. As County Highways could give 
no date as to when this would be done, despite properties being flooded,  
the Parish Council employed and have paid the contractor and are in 
discussions, through our County Councillor, to try and claim the monies 
back from County. The Parish Council will be  looking for a contractor to 
keep various areas of grass cut.  A contract has already been negotiated 
with the SSDC (Streetscene) for the cutting of the main area of the playing 
field and the SPFA are trying to find ways of having the play areas cut at a 
reduced cost.  At this point we will not mention the number of potholes 
that need attention and the problems in Park Lane – all of which have been 
notified to County Highways. 
 
The Parish Council are sure that there are residents in the villages who 
have information regarding old drains, gullies, soakaways, natural water 
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Neroche DFAS 
 

Peter Hill, Vice-chairman (01460 67779) 
 

Lowry:  A visionary artist 
A talk by Michael Howard 

 
Monday 4th March 2013 at 2.30 p.m. (please note earlier time) 

Seavington Millennium Hall 
  
Lowry is one of Britain’s most popular artists – yet this fact has stopped 
us looking as closely as we should at his extraordinary life and work. He 
was a painter not only of the mills of the industrial north-west, but of 
soulful landscapes and magnificent seascapes – which are his master-
pieces. He is one of the great painters of the human condition. But can he 
be ranked with the likes of T.S.Eliot, or Vincent Van Gogh?   The speaker, 
Michael Howard, has curated many exhibitions at The Lowry, Manchester 
Art Gallery, and the Imperial War Museum North. Himself a practising 
painter, sculptor and ceramicist, he is a university teacher who has writ-
ten many books on European art.   
 

Visitors welcome (for up to 2 visits). Admission £3.   
For more information see www.nerochedfas.org.uk  

courses, etc which have probably not been used for sometime as they 
were superseded by modern systems.  However, we all know that there 
are numerous Springs in The Seavingtons and with the water table being so 
high at the moment and our changing climate probably leading to more 
flooding more frequently the Parish Council would like to investigate these 
old systems to see if they are still operating and if not see whether they 
can be brought back into use.  Any information can be given to any 
Councillor or sent by e-mail to parishcouncil@theseavingtons.org Thank 
you 
 
The Parish Council are aware that many of the works they pay for now 
were at one time carried out by either the County or District councils but 
because of Central Government capping of Council Tax Bills cuts have 
been made to what is perceived as non-essential works.  At present Town/
Parish Councils are not subject to this ‘capping’ but it is believed that this 
will happen in the not too distant future. 
 
Parish Councillors would like to invite you all to attend the Parish AGM on 
Tuesday 26th March, 7.30pm in the Millennium Hall when concerns can be 
aired and further discussed. 
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A Farmer’s Diary 
 

 Farm Boy 
 
As January drew to a close it was obvious that it had done little or nothing 
to ease the pressure on the average farmer, but no doubt it could have 
been worse. Any hope on the part of the arable farmers in this area that 
there might be a window to sow some of that winter wheat seed still in 
store is slipping by, I am reliably informed that certain varieties can be sown 
as late as February, I fear the majority of the winter wheat seed still held in 
stock may not fall with in this category. 
 
28th of January found my son confined to the farm office going through the 
annual carbon footprint audit with a representative of his milk buying 
company. Fortunately such time wasting never fell on the farm desk in my 
day, I am not sure what purpose this kind of exercise serves, other than to 
provide another cushy little number for a pen or computer key presser, 
who on this occasion had driven all the way down from Bristol.  I am sorry 
but as one of the millions in this country who lived through the war years 
and went on to help pick up the pieces, I find observing the stupid antics 
and statements coming from our politicians, and the representatives of our 
County Halls almost unbearable. 
 
I was amazed to learn that County Hall now expects the parish councils to 
provide maintenance for the minor roads. I also find it a contradiction that 
on the one hand the politicians are warning folk they will have to work on 
past the old retirement age of sixty-five, then learn that any fit, able, self 
employed contractor of sixty-five is deemed by our County Council to be 
to old to take out his equipment snow clearing. I have known one 
particular contractor since he was twelve years old, ten years my junior and 
I will go so far as to say he ranks among one of my most admired 
individuals because of his achievements. The son of a local tenant farmer, he 
started his business by buying second hand clapped out plant because of a 
shortage of capital, yet after long hours burning the midnight oil in his 
father’s stone barn the old junk was reborn, this allowed an ambitious man 
to get started. Today he owns his own premises and his contracting 
business has a large arsenal of top of the range modern machinery.  
 
During his development years he gained such a good reputation that he has 
now provided his two sons with a great future, they currently, along with 
the father who trained them, provide a first class service to farmers and 
other businesses in the region. I know one thing, if I was in a tight corner 
and needed help, I would rather turn to that guy, than some younger policy 
maker.   
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Going back to the rural by-roads, in the main they are in a shocking state. 
During January I have been hedge laying beside one of these roads at the 
newly purchased land situated by a hill.  I noticed that there were neglected 
open ditches either side of the road; the ditch on the far side suddenly 
ended because it ran out of grass verge and when it rained some of the 
water disappeared at this point whilst the rest overflowed and ran down 
the road, eroding the edges before crossing and dropping into the brook. 
 
On our side the ditch also stopped a few yards lower down the hill because 
the hedge and bank takes a seventy-degree turn with no visible outlet for 
the water, so the water built up and then soaked through the bank and 
made its way down across the field to the brook. I decided that it would be 
a good idea, once the hedge was laid, to dig an open ditch inside the field 
from the brook which is about fifty yards away from where the road ditch 
ends and then dig through the bank at the seventy-degree turn so as to 
channel the water directly to the brook preventing it flooding across the 
field. 
 
Once this was completed I started to clean out the roadside ditch and soon 
spotted where the water was soaking under the road from the other side, 
after following the seepage for about a yard from the edge of the ditch I 
discovered a concrete tube, this outlet has been buried for years. Thirty 
odd years ago Les Hooper our local roadman would have known the 
whereabouts of all the drainage outlets on his patch and kept them free. 
 
There still is a need for the likes of Les, and it would be a good idea if they 
were brought back, each accompanied by a trainee school leaver. I can hear 
the pundits, “O they wouldn’t do it” How the hell do they know that? They 
are not offering them the opportunity. Cutting practical jobs and creating 
paper projects will not cure our long-term problem that’s for sure. 
  
On two consecutive days last week a Highways van from the Somerset 
County Council passed through where I was working, the first contained 
two men, a driver wearing his reflector jacket, whilst his passenger made 
notes on his electronic note pad, a major cause of concern was a falling 
tree that was leaning across the road from a neighbour’s field and was 
prevented from falling by resting on a large oak on our side.  I had a few 
words with the occupants of the van and mentioned the neglected 
maintenance of the road and the fact that the rainwater was causing lots of 
erosion. Much of this could have been rectified in minutes had they carried 
a shovel with them, by just cutting some channels through the grass verge 
and allowing the water to run freely into the ditches. Of course this was 
obviously not part of their remit. Why the other van came through the 
next day I have no idea? Out of interest, our neighbour dealt with his falling 
tree a couple of days later. 
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Dates for your 2013 Diary 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 
First, may I tell you that the magazine Somerset Life is proposing to 
publish a feature on The Seavingtons in its March 2013 issue. The 
reporter and photographer has already visited our two villages. 
 
St Michael's Church, Seavington will be holding a Flower Festival again 
this year, from Saturday 25th May to Monday 27th May. Refreshments 
will be served in the Church garden on all three days, times to be 
confirmed nearer the time. In tandem with this the village Scarecrow 
competition will also take place - Theme for both RURAL LIFE.  
 
Initial plans are that scarecrows should be in place for the start of the 
Flower Festival and that they will be up for the rest of the week 
culminating in judging and awarding of prizes on Sunday 2nd June (60th 
anniversary of the Coronation)  
 
The SPFA will be holding a Quiz evening on Friday 31st May but other 
events have yet to be planned.  
 
Please get your thinking caps on now and make the Scarecrow 
competition as successful as last year.  
 
Also other dates for events planned by the SPFA: 
  
Saturday 9th March - Easter Bingo - in The Millennium Hall - eyes down 
7.15pm  
 
Saturday 5th October - Games evening - in The Millennium Hall  
 
Tuesday 5th November - Village bonfire night  
 
Saturday 30th November - Christmas Market  
 
More details of all of the above will be published nearer the time.  
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South Petherton Photographic Society 
 
Meets in the Methodist Church Hall, Palmer Street, South 
Petherton, TA13 5BD. Cost including refreshments is £1.50 for 
members and £2.50 for non-members. The next meetings are: 
 
Wednesday 6th March 2013 
Presentation: Tonight will be a “Practical Studio Night” including 
techniques such as light painting 
 
Wednesday 20th February 2013 
Presentation: Stephan Boucher will give a talk on the 
photographs he took on his recent cruise around the Alaskan 
coast. 

Flower Festival Teas 
 

On Bank Holiday weekend at the end of May in conjunction with the 
flower Festival at St. Michael’s Church the GET2GETHER ladies group 
are organising afternoon teas on Saturday, Sunday and Monday 25th, 26th 
and 27th May, and any help on these afternoons would be appreciated. 
 
If anyone would like to donate a cake or cakes we would be very 
grateful. If you are able to do so please contact Sue Dewsbury on 01460 
241155. 

Literary Talk & Tea 
 

Brenda Lake (01460 249304) 
 
The Rotary Club of Ilminster is holding a Literary Tea and Talk by James 
Crowden on Thursday 7th March at the Shrubbery Hotel Ilminster. 
James will be talking about his new book Literary Somerset and will 
answer questions at the end of the session. This promises to be an 
exciting afternoons entertainment.  
 
The cost of a ticket, including tea is £12.00 and the money raised will go 
to Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance. Tickets are available from Lanes 
in Ilminster, or contact Brenda on 01460 249304.  
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Seavington Gardening Club 
 

 Secretary: Ry Coffman (01460 240004 or ry.coff13@gmail.com) 
 
14 FEBRUARY 2013 - ‘PROPAGATION – PART 1’  
with Neil Lovesey, Picket Lane Nursery, South Perrott 
 
Propagation always seems such a wonderful something-for-nothing 
exercise!  Neil’s very enthusiastic approach (he propagates 50,000 plants 
a year!) to the general rules and observations for success were extremely 
encouraging.  Neil convinced us that it was easy as long as we understand 
how plants grow. We decided to book Neil on the spot for ‘Propagation 
– Part 2’ next year! 
 
Members were invited to join in a new Growing Competition sponsored 
by the Garden Group’s Gold Club: to grow a geranium – ‘Bull’s Eye 
Scarlet’.  Plug plants, compost and pots will be distributed to members 
during our March meeting free of charge.  The results will be judged at 
the Flower Show in August.  Plants will be ordered for all members – so 
if you weren’t able to make the meeting you can still get a plug plant if 
you wish to join the competition. 
 
Members were also reminded that it is now time to get our seeds 
planted – the Plant Sale is not far away! 
 
Flower of the Month winners 
 

1. Jenny Deubert – White Hellebore   

2.   Linda George  - Mauve Hellebore  

3.   Kate Mulligan – Purple Hellebore 

Forthcoming Events 
 
7.30pm 14 March – Peonies and Irises – Susannah Applegate.  Don’t 
forget to bring your ‘Flower of the Month!’ 
 
Saturday 30 March 2013 10-5pm Early Spring HPS Sale at East Lambrook 
Manor. 
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Kelly’s  Yard, Parrett Works, Martock, Somerset  
Tel No:  01935 826888 

Hair Removal / Waxing 
Manicures / Pedicures 

Nail Extensions 
Eyebrow & Eyelash Treatments  

Eyelash Extensions / Permanent Mascara 
Facials 

Stand-up Tanning booth 
also 

Sienna X Spray Tanning 

Customer Parking right to the door 
(on the South Petherton—Martock Road) 
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Beautiful & Unique  
Handmade Bags & Accessories 

 
Chris’s Studio Originals / Jhasper Limited Editions / Tailor Made Service 

  
Please visit our website or contact us directly for more 

information or to discuss your own ideas or requirements 
  

Jhasper Limited, Farlands Barn, Water Street, Seavington St Michael, 
ILMINSTER, Somerset, TA190QH. Tel: (01460) 240818 

Website: www.jhasper.co.uk—Email: info@jhasper.co.uk 

 

Marilyn Hills BA MA 
Core Process Psychotherapy 

01460 249176  
Psychotherapy can help you with : 

Stress : Anxiety : Depression : Debt : Loss : Grief : Relationships: Personal growth 
Contact me for a FREE Introductory Session 

 

 Email :  marilynhills@fastmail.fm 
Website: www.marilynhills.co,uk 
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FREE TRAINING…Offering a package to  
help you find sustainable employment… 
(Based on 16 hours per week) 
 

Step 1 
Employability and Personal Development 

City & Guilds   
Step 2 

Customer Services or IT skills 
City & Guilds  

Step 3 
Choice of Vocational Qualification: 

 

◊   Forklift Truck Licence   ◊   CSCS Card   ◊   Sage Accounting  
◊   Food Hygiene   ◊   Web Design and Graphics   ◊   and many more 

 
Eligibility: 

 

Age 19 (as of 31st August 2011), UK/EU Resident for 3 years,  in 
receipt of means tested benefit (JSA, Income support etc) 

How to contact TABS TRAINING:  
Tel: 01935 411711  Email: Yeovil@tabs.ltd.uk 

Opening hours:  Monday to Friday 09.30 am to 4.30 pm 
Park House, 45 The Park. Yeovil. BA20 1DF 
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 Welcome to the 

New Inn 
Warm & Friendly Welcome 

Bed & Breakfast 
A la Carte Menu 

Local Ciders & Fine Wines 
Monthly Quiz Night 

Large car park  

18th Century Traditional Public House 
Picturesque Beer garden 

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials 
Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales 

Richard’s Home Made Sunday  
Lunch Roasts  

Open 7 days a week  
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm) 

6.00pm – 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm) 
 

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413  
www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk 

 

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ  
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Portable Appliance Testing (PAT); Electrical Power Quality Analyser 
Periodic Inspection Reports (Domestic and Commercial) 

Fire Alarm and Emergency Light Testing; Wireless Inspection Camera 
 

Domestic & Commercial  Work Undertaken:    
 

• Rewires     ● Additional sockets  
• Extensions     ● Listed building work 
• Computer/Telephone points ●  Whole House sound systems 
• Security and Access Lighting ● CCTV Camera Installation 
• Fire Alarms; Nurse Call Systems ●  Control Panel design & build 
• Electrical accessories  ● Engraving of labels 
• Cable laying and ducting   ● Outside Events 
• Electrical Door/ Gate Systems ● Intercom and Entry Systems 

Cleaner/Ironing Service Available in The Seavingtons  
 

I am a trusted local cleaner looking for additional work in Seavington.  
 

I can carry out all cleaning tasks in any room in you home or business, 
including dusting, hoovering, ironing etc. I can also offer an ironing 
service from my own home in Seavington.  
 
If I can be of any help to you, please call me after 6pm on 01460 241614.  

A one day Floral Painting Workshop 
 
Take a new challenge, treat and surprise yourself.  Beginner and 
improver classes in watercolour.  Up to 5 students for very 
personal tuition. Classes are in the Artist’s home in Seavington. All 
enquiries - email to charo.r@talktalk.net or phone Charo Ritchie 
(SFP) on 01460 249690.   
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SOUTH SOMERSET RSPB LOCAL GROUP 
 

THE WORK OF THE NATIONAL TRUST WITH WILDLIFE IN WESSEX 
 

An illustrated talk presented by Simon Ford, wildlife and countryside 
advisor for the South West region.  Simon will take us on a tour of NT 
properties explaining the wildlife that is resident on the sites – birds, 
butterflies, flowers, trees etc. 
 

Thursday 21st March – 7.30pm – The Millennium Hall, Seavington St. Mary 
Entry: group members £2.50, non-group members £3.50, under 18’s free. 

(tea/coffee & biscuits included)  Wheelchair access. 
 

NON-MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 
 

For further details contact: Denise Chamings (Group Leader) on 01460 240740 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southsomerset 

 
Registered Charity: England & Wales No. 207076, Scotland No. SC37654 

 

20th t0 23rd March 2013 - THE GOD OF CARNAGE.  
Ilminster Entertainments Society present this highly acclaimed play 
written by Yasmina Reza in which parents meet in a civilised manner 
to discuss their children and the evening degenerates into chaos.  
Directed by Philip Wells. £8.50 (adults), £7.50, £7.00  
 

12th April 2013: Mrs Gerrish's Guesthouse.  
Ministry of Entertainment present this highly enjoyable play set in 
1958.  The summer season at Weston has ended but Mrs Gerrish's 
Guesthouse is still full. Come and meet the guests!  
 
Tickets are available from Lanes Garden Shop, 17 Silver Street, 
Ilminster or phone 07943 779 880.  
 

The Warehouse Theatre has seating for up to 150 people, fully licensed bar, 
coffee area, disabled access and T-loop hearing system. 
 

www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk 

Coming Soon to  
The Warehouse Theatre 

 Ilminster! 
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Calling all musicians, Singers or Speakers! 
 

Mid Summer Music in St. Mary’s Seavington 
 

Chris and Sally Gough (01460 240897) 
 
Having played for many carol services in St. Mary’s Church when it has 
been warmer outside that in, we thought it might be nice to organise a mi-
summer evening of music and monologues in warmer weather!! 
 
Plans are at a very early stage at the moment but the likely date is 29th 
June 2013 and we’d like local groups of musicians and singers to be 
involved. Alternatively if you can’t sing or play an instrument but would like 
to deliver a monologue or recite a poem, we’d love to hear from you too! 
Our aim is to have enough different groups and individuals to make up an 
interesting evening. 
 
So if you would like to take part (young/not so young, experienced  or just 
starting out) - please get in touch before the deadline for the next 
magazine so that we can gauge interest. 

SPFA Lottery Winners for January 2013 
 

Lesley Gudgeon (01460 240236) 
 
 1st Mr T Williams 

2nd J & S Forrest 

3rd Jenny Froome 

4th Mr & Mrs J Cowan 

5th Lorrie Ensor 

No 141 

No 134 

No 195 

No 202 

No 109 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 

Carolyn Farler (01460 249192) 
 
Following a robbery of bottled gas cylinders in Dowlish Wake can I remind 
people  to check  their cylinders  regularly and make  sure  they are  secure. 
Not only were the cylinders taken, but quite a lot of damage was done to 
the fittings and some of the pipework. 
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Seavington Playing Field Association 
 

Easter Bingo 
 

Seavington Millennium Hall 
 

Saturday 9th March 
 

Doors Open 6:45pm; Eyes Down 7:15pm 
 

Seasonal Prizes - Refreshments - Free Admission 
 

All Welcome 
 

In aid of Seavington Playing Field Association 
Registered Charity Number: 268986 

 

 

Book now for our popular 

 SENIORS’ LUNCHES                   

11th  March, 8th April 

T: 01460 249730 

Our café is a perfect place to 
meet friends and have a       

delicious coffee and a snack. 
Easy parking, children’s play 
area in view, book exchange 
scheme, free internet access, 

as well as comfy chairs 

COME AND ENJOY 
A WARM WELCOME 

We are always looking for volunteers so if you have a few 
hours to spare and would like to join our team do give us a 

call or pop in to see us 
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Village Mart 
Village Mart is offered as a free service to residents of The Seavingtons for sales of a 
non-commercial nature. Just contact the editor—see page 1 for details. 

For Sale:  Three Tier Electric Hostess Trolley with three glass dishes. 
Mounted on castors and 28˝ high by 29˝ long & 14½˝ wide. £40—call 
Mary Wyatt on: 01460 241546. 

Over The Counter 
 

Carolyn Farler (01460 249192) 
 
This time of year is quiet everywhere with us all waiting for the sunshine, 
but the café has been doing well especially with the Senior Lunches.  
 
The Café has been able to qualify for a grant from Somerset Community 
Fund to support this important community service over the winter months 
as part of their drive to help vulnerable people keep warm and not feel 
isolated.  Included with the grant were winter survival packs which included 
advice leaflets, blankets, socks, and an insulated mug. These have been 
distributed as appropriate. The Café has also been given a grant to help 
update the kitchen with equipment to cope with these larger events. 
 
This month sees the introduction of gluten free products into both the 
store and café, so those of you on a special diet can now enjoy a biscuit 
with your coffee or even a bacon roll. 
 
There have been a number of newcomers in the villages over the last six 
months and it has been very encouraging to hear that having a successful 
village store and café contributed to their decision to move here. Even 
better is the fact that some of them have been keen to join the team of 
volunteers that work hard to keep this a warm and welcoming destination 
for all. 

MISUNDERSTANDING OVER THE WINE TASTING EVENT 
 

Following a last minute technicality, this event was cancelled in its original 
format.  
 
Unfortunately, due to a misunderstanding, a complaint was wrongly 
attributed to Ruth Turner and apologies are due for the subsequent 
rumours and ill-feeling that resulted. It is hoped that this will end any 
further speculation and that all residents can now move forward in 
supporting all future community venues and events. 
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The Seavingtons’ News wants to hear and publish your views on both the “News” itself and 
topics of importance or interest to our community. Please send your letters to the address on 
page 1. All opinions and views expressed are the sole responsibility of the writer and do not 
reflect the views of The Seavingtons’ News. For legal reasons we must have the name and 
address of the writer but can normally publish over a pseudonym on request. 

Village Voice—letters to the editor 

Dear Editor, 
 
Can you please convey my thanks to the Parish Council & persistent residents 
for the proactive approach recently undertaken in deciding to tackle the ongoing 
problem of drain clearance along New Road head on by enlisting the services of 
an independent contractor. I am told that it could have been months before the 
council arrived in the village probably armed with nothing more than a tatty 
shovel by which time I am sure that a serious accident would have occurred 
given sufficient freezing conditions and with the amount of standing water seen.  
 
This example of the village Council helping itself certainly made me think about 
where our Council Tax monies go and how much better things could be if we 
had more control over those funds at village level rather than see it wasted on 
worthless projects in the neighbouring towns. I am not at all politically astute so 
will leave the debating to others who I’m sure are better versed, but will read 
with added interest. Next, who would like to discuss pot holes and the damage 
caused to vehicle wheels and tyres. 
 
Kevin & Sarah Francis, ‘The Wishing Well’ 

The Seavingtons ’  Weather in  January 2013 

 This year—2013 Previous year—2012 

Temperature   

Average Minimum            2.10°C          3.34°C 

Average Maximum           7.66°C          9.54°C 

Mean           4.88°C          6.44°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total        128.9mm (5.16")        41.6mm (1.66") 

2013 Total for the year        128.9mm (5.16")        41.6mm (1.66") 

The wettest January since 1995 which had 170.7mm; January 1990 had 133.3mm 



 

Taunton 
Kitchen worktops, replacement doors, 

 bathroom makeovers, commercial projects 

and much more! Call for a FREE quote: 

01823 530 310 
granitetransformations.co.uk/taunton 

Don’t replace it, reface it! 

  ¾ No demolition 

  ¾ No mess 

  ¾ 1‐2 day installation 

The top that fits on top 



 
 

 
 

SOLD FOR A  
WEST COUNTRY LADY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Master of the Countess of Warwick 
Portrait of Maria Potter, 1565 

 

BOUGHT FOR £107,000 
 

------ 
Weekly General Sales (700 lots at £20-250) 

Six Catalogued Auctions per year (each 2000+ lots) 
Full Team of Specialists: we cover everything from muskets to Meissen 

Home Visits without Charge 
Service across the West Country 

See our sales and read our news at www.lawrences.co.uk 
We sold over 50,000 lots in 2012 

 

(01460) 73041 
enquiries@lawrences.co.uk 

 
The Linen Yard, South Street, Crewkerne 

Somerset TA18 8AB 
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