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We offered 50,000 lots

AHEAD OF THE In 88 auctions in 2015

Full Team of Specialists
Excellence in Expertise

Service across
The West Country

............................

PICTURED: H.J. QUINTIN
A PRIZE HEREFORD COW,
OIL ON CANVAS

............................

The Linen Yard
South Street
Crewkerne TA18 8AB
01460 73401
Lawrences.co.uk

............................

LAWRENCES
AUCTIONEERS

Reyland Autos

o0 Recovery 0 Gear Boxes 0 Clutches o Welding & Fabrication
o MOTs o Servicing o0 Latest Diagnostic Equipment o Tyres & Tracking

Prices:

Punctures £10.00; Tracking £20.00
Wheel Balance £ 5.00—X 2 wheels
Tyre swaps £ 2.50 per wheel

Second hand tyres £15.00—Any size, including fitting
Buy 4 new or used tyres and get tracking free

Matthew Reyland
Reyland Autos, Sunnyside Farm, Seavington, Ilminster, TA19 0QB
01460 242831; 07969 206 866; reyland2016(@hotmail.com
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The Seavingtons’ News

In the last few years pre-planned road works have resulted in multi-mile
diversions around Crewkerne and Chard. The official response to
complaints has been that the County Council and police are obliged to
use “A & B” roads for such diversions.

Regularly, and twice in the last fortnight, Seavington has been brought to
a standstill for many hours, by traffic diverted from the A303 following
accidents—following clearly pre-planned contingencies.

When the llminster By-pass was built, the old A303 route, passing
through Seavington as “New Road”, was downgraded to a “B” road.
Later, the County Council downgraded the road’s classification further to
the C5021. The motivation for this further degradation in the road’s
status was never published but | imagine it was done because the
maintenance standards for a “C” road are lower than for a “B” road and
money could be saved.

Certainly the road is badly maintained and nowhere near the standards
required for the traffic from the A303. Neither does it meet the County
Council’s rules that pre-planned diversions should be on “A & B” roads.

Suitable diversions that meet the rules are readily available. Why are the
authorities, including our County Council, so selective in applying their
own rules?

David Froome, Editor

DON’YT FORGET

The Newspaper Skip! pm Friday 12th May
until am Monday 15th May

The Latest Copy Date is the 15th May
for the next issue

Editorial content and diary entries to:
David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, liminster,
TAI9 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org
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Village Diary—Forthcoming Events

All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall
For bookings call 07905 215993 or hallbookings@theseavingtons.org

6th May 10.00 am St Michael’s Church Trust: Book Sale —p 13

8th May Noon Seniors’ Lunch in Village Café —p 27

9th May 8.30 am White lining car park —p 8

I Ith May 5.30 pm Gardening Club Visit to Hillcrest at Curload,
Stoke St Gregory —p 7

I3th May 10.00am The Gardening Club Plant Sale —p 21

I3th May 7.30 pm ‘Flix in the Stix’:”A United Kingdom” at
Hinton St George Village Hall —p 8

I8th May 7.30 pm RSPB Group: The Secret Life of the Tawny
Owl —p 27

27,28 & 29 10.00 am Flower Festival in St Mary’s Church—p 4

May

3rd June 10.00am Bug Hotel Building —p 4

Regular Activities

2" Monday noon Seniors’ Lunch in Village Café
3 Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café
2™ Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club

To keep up to date, check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and
let them keep in touch as well.

www.theseavingtons.org
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St Michael’s Church, Seavington

7th May 11.30 am Holy Communion (CW)
[4th May 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
14th May I'1.30am Café Church at Seavington Café
21st May 11.30 am Rogation Service at Manor Farm,

Seavington St. Mary —p28
28th May I1.30 am Songs of Praise at St Mary’s Church —p 19

Rev Tom Handy telephone: 01460 240377; revdtomhandy@hotmail.com

The Seavingtons’ News Team

Editorial: David Froome & Maria Potts
Advertising: Tony Beresford

Production: Brian Edwards & Roger Clampitt
Technical & web-site support: Eugene Mulligan

Graphics & Visual Support: George Brown

Village web-site: www.theseavingtons.org

Any views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual authors and do
not necessarily represent the views of the editorial team. Contributions are
welcomed and may be submitted electronically or in manuscript to the editor at
the address on page |. The contents of this village magazine are the copyright ©
of the Seavingtons' News unless the item concerned carries an alternative
copyright assertion. However, all information on village activities and events may
be freely reproduced.

Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have
any questions.

Advertising Rates

Annual Monthly
Full Page £ 100 £12
/2 Page £ 50 £6
'/4 Page £ 28 £ 4

Advertising enquiries to: adverts@theseavingtons.org
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Bug Hotel

%& Children’s help needed!!!

Seavington Gardening Club are planning to build a bug

hotel which will be situated in the wild area located in

the top left hand corner of the playing field. We

would like to invite children (and adults!!) to come
along on Saturday 3™ June at 10am to fill the bug hotel.

If you have any bamboo canes, small logs or sticks, old roof
slates, pine cones etc. then please bring them along for us to co
fill the bug hotel.

The wild area in the playing field was developed to
encourage wildlife and provide an area of long grass,
which owils find particularly beneficial for hunting. At the
y same time as filling the bug hotel we are also hoping to
gather together a work party to prune some of the trees
in the wild area and cut back the couch grass.

All of this will be done with the expert guidance of Phil Gordon-Smith so
if you can lend a helping hand then please come along at 10am on
Saturday 3™ June.

FLOWER FESTIVAL

THEME — TEA PARTIES

CELEBRATING
ASCENSION, PENTECOST AND THE SPRING BANK HOLIDAY

ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHURCH LANE,
SEAVINGTON ST MARY

SATURDAY 27 & SUNDAY 28™ MAY
10.00AM 1O 5.00PM

MONDAY 29™ MAY
10.00AM 1O 5.00PM

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH

PROCEEDS FOR THE CHURCHES CONSERVATION TRUST
[REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 2586 12]
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Shepton Beauchamp Pre School News
Charlie Pattison (01460 241396)

What a sunny Easter holidays we have had — perfect to return for the
Summer Term. During this term some of the children will start spending
some time with Mr Baker at Shepton School as they prepare for the
transition to ‘big school’ in September. We are still working through the
alphabet and we have nearly made it to the end — the adults are learning
too — we now know all about a quokka and a quetzal — do you?

Thank you to all who donated unwanted clothing to
our Bag2School collection we raised £108 and have replaced some
elderly small tables! This month we are joining forces with FOSS (Friends
of Shepton School) for a fun QUIZ NIGHT on 6" May — can your team
be the champions or will you win the wooden spoon? More details on our
website.

We have also been adding to the fundraising pot by collecting recyclable
items such as used printer ink cartridges, empty biscuit wrappers and lids
and trigger sprays from household cleaning products. If you are interested
please check our website or call Kath for more details.

TODDLER GROUP. We will not be able to meet on the 4" May due to
the hall being used for the local elections so our next meeting will be
Thursday | 1" May from 9am. Babies, toddlers and pre school children all
welcome with parents/carers at anytime during the morning for chat, play,
crafts and singing.

We do have spaces at our lovely Pre School please call Shelley or Kath
07765 437301 or pop in to The Village Hall in Shepton Beauchamp—we would
love to meet you. info@sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk or see our
FACEBOOK page or www.sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk

Huddersfield Male Voice Choir

Gwyneth Linley (01460 259371)

The well known Huddersfield Male Voice Choir, the Gledholt Male
Voice Choir, on tour and in Concert at St Mary's church liminster (The
Minster) Sat 10th June 7.30pm and at St Mary's Church, Chard, on Sun | Ith
June at 7.30pm. Tickets £7 in advance, £8 on the door available from |6th
May. Available from Harrimans, Silver St, llminster, Eleos, Fore St
Chard, Barrons, Holyrood Street, Chard or from Gwyn Linley telephone
01460 259371.
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Seavington Gardening Club
Kate Mulligan (01460 242023)
Thursday 13th April
“Flower Arranging for Village Shows” talk and demonstration by Myra Cox

I am not a flower arranger but | had the privilege of being highly entertained
by Myra Cox as she talked and demonstrated her skills. Hers was the classic
case of signing up for a local course and then going back each year to learn
more and more. Eventually the pupil became the teacher and even a judge.

Myra’s main aim was to show that flower arranging should be fun, whether it
is for your own home or competitions. You have to enjoy doing it whatever
the final product.

Absolutely anything can be regarded as a container as long as it holds water
and often just changing the angle can influence the display. For example, a cup
and saucer with the cup placed on its side gives a whole new perspective.
The best source for containers is often charity shops or jumble sales rather
than the most expensive pottery or china you can find and it costs an awful
lot less. After all, your chosen container will only ever be re-used for
displays.

Flowers from the local supermarket are fine as long as you use the little
sachet of feed that you get with them. This is vital for keeping the flowers
fresh and fed for as long as possible. If you are just putting the flowers in a
vase and you use the feed then you do not need to change the water but just
keep it topped up. If you are making a fixed display then mix the feed with
water and use it to soak the oasis so that it will continue to keep your display
healthy.

You do not need to soak it overnight nor do you need to push the oasis
down into the water. Just let it rest on the top and it will soak up enough and
when it sinks down you know it is ready to use. That way the oasis will be
soaked all the way through without being dry in the centre.

If you are entering a flower show you must read and re-read the schedule
and stick to exactly what the measurements are. You don’t have to fill the
complete space by overcrowding but you do need balance. Beware though - a
leaf or petal just sticking even a millimetre over the given measurements
could lead to disqualification.

As with all garden tasks, from planting to pruning, keep stepping back to

admire your work and remind yourself that once it is cut you cannot stick
bits back on. If it doesn’t “look right” remove it. Your arrangement has to be
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pleasing to the eye so always check for any slight imperfections in the flowers
and foliage. As we also discovered it might be a good idea to look for any
“wildlife” that may have taken up residence within your display. You don’t get
extra marks for this unless of course the title of your work is “Things in my
Garden”.

Another good tip Myra gave was to make sure your displays are secure, so if
being judged they are not likely to tip over or fall apart. The judges are
allowed to move them or turn them round so don’t forget to check what it
looks like from the back as well as the front.

The main elements to design are height, rhythm, movement and interest, so if
you can get this right and have fun doing it then we expect to see and admire
your work at the Flower Show in August.

Our thanks go to Myra for sharing her expertise and knowledge and for a
most enjoyable evening.

Flower of the Month Competition

Ist Liz Hayden - Dicentra
2nd Linda George - Iris
3rd Ann Clifford - Erythronium

Results of the Winter Growing Competition
Narcissi Pink Pride

Ist Karen Day
2nd Sarah Davey
3rd Kate Mulligan

Forthcoming Events

Thursday | Ith May visit to “Hillcrest” Curload, Stoke St. Gregory TA3 6JA
from 5.30 with refreshments served at 7.00

Parking is in the field next to the orchard. Go past the house 100m and just
before corner go through gate on right to access field. Swing wide as sharp
turn required. Look for NGS sticker.

Plant Sale

Saturday |3th May at 10.00 in the Millennium Hall - if you have been dividing
your perennials or have spare plants from seed then we would be delighted if
you donated them to the Plant Sale. Please label them and drop them off at
the Millennium Hall between 8.00am - 9.30am on the day. For further
information please contact Karen Day - Tel: 01460 249728.
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Langport to Muchelney Cycleway Survey
Cycleway Users

South Somerset District Council is seeking opinions from residents and
businesses about this popular recreational cycle route and the different
ways in which it is enjoyed. You can complete the survey online by
visiting: http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Cycleway/

Flix in the Stix’

Andrew Overhill (01460 72563)

Hinton St. George ‘Flix in the Stix’ presents ‘A UNITED
KINGDOM’ (12A), ON SATURDAY I3TH MAY 2017 in the
Hinton Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. Tickets £5 in advance from the Village
Shop and Dorothy’s Tea Room, or £5.50p on the door. To reserve
Tickets please contact Bob Kefford on 01460 72563.

The film of a true love story from 1947 when the King of Botswana, whilst
studying law in London, met Ruth Williams, a British office worker. They
appeared a perfect match but their proposed marriage was challenged not
only by their families but by the British and South African governments.

South Africa had recently introduced the policy of apartheid and found the
notion of a biracial couple ruling a neighbouring country intolerable.
Political and diplomatic tensions followed with diamonds thrown into the
mix too. Will love conquer all?

Village Car Park—White Lining
Pauline Parsons (01460 240193)

After long discussions and debates the Parish Council has finally arranged
the white lining of The Village car Park [opposite The Volunteer Inn].
This will be done on Tuesday 9th May with works commencing at
8.30am. Will all residents who have vehicles parked on the site please
ensure they are moved by that time in order that the works are not
delayed.
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A View from the Field

Chris Gough (spfa@theseavingtons.org)

It's been a fairly quiet month. The grass cutting season has commenced
with a new contractor who seems to be doing an excellent job. Thanks
to the Parish Council for arranging and funding this for the benefit of our
community.

Please be careful when using the playing field path as I've had reports that
a couple of the solar lights have broken. We are in the process of
sourcing and replacing the lights where necessary.

Hopefully, by now, you will have been approached by one of our lottery
collectors and have bought a ticket for the monthly prize draw. This is an
excellent way to support the maintenance of the Playing Field and
playground. If you would like a ticket but have not yet been approached
please contact me at spfa@theseavingtons.org or use the form below.

Seavington Playing Field Association Lottery

| / we would like to join / renew our lottery tickets for the year from
June 2017 to March 2018 at a cost of £10 per ticket.

Name:

Address:

Name:

Address:

Ticket No(s) if known

Cheques payable to Seavington Playing Field Association please

If you miss a collector’s visit please place your form and cheque in the
external letterbox on the left side of the Millennium Hall porch. If you
have any queries or want further information please call our lottery
organiser, Jackie Priddle on 01460 240734 or 07706 092578.
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A “Monty Don” and Lawnmower is urgently
needed to tame unruly grass of local garden
in the Water Street area.

Please call: 01460 241268

A Reminder:

County Council Complaint ‘phone Number

The Somerset County Council now has a single telephone number
through which you may report problems such as potholes, drainage
issues etc:

0300 123 2224

_NICK RUTTER — CHIMNEY SWEEP
@ e
%V_%  Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk

AT M@/ T8 Let us do the hard work for you

corporate events 3
weddings &2 2
s christenings N
e (& funeral teas A
S dinner parties 2~

e - celebrations e
b : 5 o
| Tne——s any occasion catered for } “’

Quality catering at affordable prices

.
Telephone: 01823 331968

Email: janecollard@tiscali.co.uk Hetf‘l-‘t’ﬂ{l-" Food
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R A Wicks Ltd o Mos
Fireplaces, Stoves & Flues HETAS =2

Fireplace Showroom, Chimneys Relined & New Build
HETAS registered installers

Tel: 01460 74612; www.wicksheating.co.uk i
Fireplace Showroom, Tail Mill Lane, Merriott, TA16 5PF

RICHARD CLIFTON

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Interior and exterior work
Free written estimates or quotations
Good preparation; Attention to detail

Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882

Flutterby Helpers

Here to help with all your cleaning and Ironing needs.
From regular weekly, fortnightly, monthly cleans, one-off
Spring cleans, new builds and end of ftenancy cleans.
Ironing collection service available.

Fully insured uniformed and DBS checked.

Call Jo on 07855 427 486

flutterbyhelpers@gmail.com www.flutterby helpers.co.uk
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CJC@

SYSTEMS

All types of Electrical work undertaken at very competitive prices including:

New Circuits Electric heating systems
Security lighting systems  Control systems
Emergency lighting systems Maintenance

Appliance testing Kitchens
Bathrooms Energy saving lighting
CCTYV Systems Ventilation systems

Free, No obligation Quotes
01460 240099 or 07980 674480
info@dcesystems.co.uk
WWW. dcesystems co.uk

TRUST  City
".““"“""“ Gullds 'i m

JE

C B POTTS National Inspection Council For
- ol Electrical Installation Contracting
ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL ENGINEERS -
Rose Cottage, Watergore, “I.= NNz
South Petherton

omerse Mobile: 07808 049034

Telephone: 01460 242021 E-mail: ben.potts@zen.co.uk VAT Reg No: 529 7932 02

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT); Electrical Power Quality Analyser
Periodic Inspection Reports (Domestic and Commercial)
Fire Alarm and Emergency Light Testing; Wireless Inspection Camera

Domestic & Commercial Work Undertaken:

. Rewires ° Additional sockets

o Extensions ° Listed building work

o Computer/Telephone points ° Whole House sound systems
° Security and Access Lighting e CCTV Camera Installation

o Fire Alarms; Nurse Call Systems e Control Panel design & build
. Electrical accessories ) Engraving of labels

° Cable laying and ducting ° Outside Events

. Electrical Door/ Gate Systems e Intercom and Entry Systems
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Shepton Beauchamp Pre-school

With 45 years experience we have
created a fabulous environment for
your child to learn and have fun!

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
9.00 am—3.00 pm
Friday 9.00 am—1.15 pm

Baby and Toddler Group on
Thursday mornings

Call Shelley: 07765 437301 or

info@sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk

\
S S

Sheptoh Beauchamp
Pre - School

or meet us at the
Village Hall.

We would love to
see you!

St Michael’s Church
Seavington Trust
Next sale of Books & Bric-a-Brac
6th May 2017

at 2, Winchester Cottages
(Opposite The Volunteer)

Second-hand Books and a
Selection of bric-a-brac

A great selection for children of all
ages from stories to study!

NB—Open 10.00 am to 2.00 pm
please come and browse

county and facilities include:

The Warehouse Theatre liminster

r THE is a little gem which can be found right in the heart
wAFjE“OUSE of the town. It brings high quality entertainment
G\_{é} throughout the year to audiences of all ages, as
THEATRE well as running a thriving youth theatre and being
a venue for local groups and clubs to hire.

Run by liminster Entertainments Society (IES) it represents one of
the best equipped, professional-standard amateur theatres in the

Seating for 150 people, fully licensed bar, coffee area,
disabled access and T-loop hearing system.

Details of future productions can be found in the local press or on
our website: www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk (plus audition
nights, IES Membership, Box Office and more) or call 07943
779880 or email: info@thewarehousetheatre.org.uk

Your theatre needs you! The Warehouse is run entirely by
volunteers and we would love to hear from anyone who would like to
get involved by helping backstage or front of house during show
weeks, or simply by becoming a member of IES. Can you help?

May2017
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HOLIDAY IN SPAIN

Beautiful 3 bedroom modern duplex apartment with communal pool,
under 10 mins from beach by car - wonderful views from terraces,
walking distance to local village of Palau Saverdera

Beautiful modern apartment on upper 2 floors of a small development surrounded
by olive groves and vineyards. It is in a quiet position with two large terraces
giving spectacular views of the Bay of Roses and Pyrenees. The apartment is
bright and airy and has everything you could possibly need for a relaxing holiday
including really comfy beds with cool cotton bedding. It offers every luxury
convenience including heating/air conditioning and WiFi. It overlooks a lovely
communal pool and gardens. Situated in the village of Palau Saverdera (local
shops and restaurants) . Palau Saverdera is 4km from the sea at Roses, 12km
from Figueres (Salvador Dali Museum) and a 45 minute drive from Girona airport.
The French border -30 minutes. Barcelona by train from Figueras in 90 minutes.

Apartment available from June until 2" September 2017.

For more details contact Sarah Lawton at sarahlawton22@gmail.com or
call 07901716819

We have stayed at this apartment in Northern Spain and it is beautiful. The apartment is large
with three double bedrooms all with balconies and wonderful views. The sitting room has
access to a large balcony which overlooks the communal pool and gardens. The kitchen is fully
functional, so preparing supper using the fresh fish and seafood from Roses fish market is highly
recommended however, if you wish to eat out there are a variety of restaurants in the village of
Palau Saverdera which is a short walk through olive groves. Our favourite is " Nou Fusion" which
is only yards away from the apartment and eating the gourmet food whilst looking out over the
panoramic views.....stunning. Roses is a stylish sea front town where you can promenade for
miles or hire bicycles or sit in the many bars and restaurants and people watch. We can highly
recommend the apartment and Sarah is incredibly helpful and reassuring as she speaks fluent
Spanish/Catalan and is only a phone call away. We love the area and are heading back in
March for our third time to enjoy the seafront resorts and medieval villages in abundance, it's
REAL SPAIN. Robert and Shirley Chapman

Dog Grooming by Helen

Friendly Home Environment
Will Collect and Deliver

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends
Please ‘phone Helen
Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053
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T\HfEI %EKEIE , Over the Counter

STORE:ZCAFE Ray Catling (01460 419900)
Se&

Spring continues to blossom. The wonderful displays of daffodils
everywhere. The sun shining though with plenty of rain to keep everything
green. We look forward to a lovely summer.

The shop and cafe go from strength to strength. As mentioned in April's
edition we have been awarded several grants. The major part of the money
will be spent on air conditioning in the shop, cafe and kitchen to give us
nice temperatures throughout and counteract the heat thrown out by our
overworked chillers and freezers. A donation from the Seavingtons' News
has enabled Jane to have additional dishes and replace worn out equipment.
Thank you to all.

The cafe continues to put on a monthly Seniors' Lunch and bi-monthly
Midweek Supper Club. Both are well attended and very popular. The
Moroccan Evening in April was a great success. Look out on the notice
board and in this magazine for future events.

New faces continue to visit, often by word of mouth spreading to
surrounding villages. The shop has a good range of items for sale whilst the
cafe, led by Jane our cook, offers great food and drinks.

We try to improve our service all the time. Our improved range of
greetings cards is an example. They are on stands to the right of the door
and prices are from as little as £1. Great value! A small selection of bread is
available, however many types of bread can be ordered to be collected the
following day - all from our local supplier Bakery Roy-Al. We continue to
be a My Hermes parcel site where items can be dropped off and collected
with minimum fuss. During the year local artists and craftsmen display their
work, which is available for sale, benefitting the shop and the exhibitors.

The shop is only as good as its helpers and volunteers. We are always
looking for more, either to work in the shop or the cafe for a few hours a
week. The management and direction of the shop is in the hands of the
committee - we are looking for more people to join us. If you want to see a
great future for the shop please think about becoming more involved - you
can speak to one of the volunteers, a committee member or the cafe staff.

In short we are always looking for ways to make the shop more attractive
to visit to bring in more income and thereby secure its long term future.
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May Day in the West Country
Naomi Long (Naomi_long8@yahoo.co.uk)

Padstow boasts two osses (and lately children's osses too), called the Blue
Ribbon 'Peace’ Oss (introduced in the 1900s) and The Red or Old Original
Oss which is possibly the oldest in Britain. They are accompanied by a
'teaser’ who mimics them and goads them on with a staff.

The oss used to be accompanied by masked “Gullivers” (masked men
wearing tall head-dresses and carrying whips and tongs) but during the 9%
century their horseplay ended up in a death. People used to leave their
doors open as it was bad luck not to allow the hobby horse and his Gullivers
go through the house, and the accident occurred when one man was having
none of this behaviour.

JACK IN THE GREEN, Jack-in-the-bush or Green George

Originally led the procession alongside Diana as Herne the Hunter, but as
Britain became agrarian he evolved into Robin Goodfellow, (Puck) or the
Green Man, many of which can be seen in local churches. He is the trickster
May king but he is also often the Fool for a Day, and is ritually killed at the
end of the parade to release spring.

May Day's origins date back to the Roman festival of Floralia, dedicated to
the flower goddess Flora, and also to Maia, after which the month is named.
This later evolved into the Celtic festival of Beltane or Beltein (meaning
'bright fire'), which took place from 28th April until 3rd May. The sun's
return, spring renewal and prayers for purity, protection and fertility in the
coming year were commemorated through large bonfires which were lit on
hilltops throughout the country, a reconstructed version of which is
celebrated on Glastonbury Tor today.

It was also traditional to drive cattle through the embers, for protection in
the year ahead as the festival also marked their move to higher pastures.
This is still a custom on Dartmoor where straw fires are lit for the purpose.

There are many curious traditions associated with May Day, such as bathing
in May dew to improve the complexion, or Dartmoor's Nettle Day on May
3rd when local children held nettle fights, many of which survive locally in
some form.

MAY EVE (April 30)

The Saxons continued the fire tradition instituted by the Romans and rolled
flaming wheels from hilltops on 30 April. On Exmoor farm above Porlock,
on May Eve, they used to put primroses in the cow stalls and hung bunches
over the beasts’ doors. According to the West Somerset WU, it was the

16 The Seavingtons’ News



custom on May Eve to hang bunches of greenery over the threshold last
thing at night.

MAYING and MAY FLORAL TRADITIONS
A Roman tradition kept since by villages and royalty alike - there are records
of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon bringing in the may.

In times past, on May Eve, whole villages spent the night revelling in the
forest, sparking Puritanical outrage. In the morning, the villagers returned
with armfuls of greenery and with oxen towing a freshly cut maypole. The
village would then be decorated with foliage intended to renew life and give
protection. In Cornwall, some folk still decorate their doorways with
sycamore and hawthorn (which is usually called ‘may’ in Somerset).

In some areas, the foliage hung on somebody's door (and known as
'birching’) reflected on the occupant. Hawthorn, and rowan indicated
popularity, but gorse stood for a bad reputation, nut branches for
promiscuity, thorn for dislike and briar for untrustworthiness.

In Quantock Vale, as late as 1952, they would hang a primrose ball over the
‘drassle’ (threshold).

Traditionally in Somerset you would also make a cross in the ashes with a
hazel twig and set a branch of hazel outside your door. Hazel is traditionally
a sign of fertility in Somerset, (‘Plenty of catkins, plenty of prams’ says an old
proverb) and is seen as a protective plant.

People would also plant branches of greenery in front of the house on May
Day.

It was common to make a ‘tutti’ (a posy) on May Day in Somerset. If you are
in the Brendon Hills, you should always include whitethorn (may) in your
tutti, but if you live in the Taunton Deane area, wearing hawthorn, or
carrying it in a posy or taking it indoors on May Day means bringing death to
the family. Interestingly, | also remember bringing sprigs of hawthorn indoors
when | was little and being told by somebody in my family not to bring any
into the house because it’s unlucky as it ‘smells like death’. It is also
supposed to be the fairies’ flower and they don’t like people touching it.

MAY DOLL or Lady of the May

On 30th April, girls collected (or pinched) flowers from the locals to
decorate their dolls. These May Dolls would be laid on a bed of flowers in a
lidded box or cloth covered basket. On I* May, boys carrying decorated
hoop-ended poles accompanied the girls as they carried the covered May
Dolls around the village, charging a penny a peep. This was traditional in mid
Somerset until at least the early 1900s.

In the Quantocks coast area, meeting a red-haired man on May Day means
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you will be unlucky, and if he squints as well, you’ll meet with disaster in the
coming year. Red hair in Somerset is associated with the fairies and also the
Danes (which obviously goes a long way back).

MAY GUZE CHICKS or May Goslings

On successfully sending somebody on a fool's errand, folk would shout 'May
Gosling' (like 'April Fool'). The correct response was:

'May Goslings past and gone. You're the fool for making me one!'

HOBBY HORSE

The hobby horse (or 'obby oss') is a man dressed as if he were riding a
horse, on a circular, skirted construction, sometimes seen as good luck,
sometimes seen as frightening.

Minehead and Padstow's rival 'osses' are some of the oldest May traditions in
Britain. Both towns claim their oss is oldest. Minehead accuses Padstow’s
sailors of having stolen the oss from them during their May Day revels in the
ancient past and Padstow accuses Minehead of the same.

Minehead's Sailor's Horse reputedly kept the Danes away, and had a tail
fashioned from a cow washed ashore from a shipwreck. To this day, it
sports a putrid genuine cow's tail which it 'whips' at onlookers who don't
pay after they've been 'booted' (captured in its skirts, and usually preferably
ladies as it's an old fertility symbol!). Every year, this oss sallies forth on
Warning Night (May Eve) then battles the 'town horse' before passing onto
Dunster, amidst bawdy folk songs.

In some towns, such as Bristol or Tavistock, he is hidden inside a large
framework of sticks and leaves, called a Whitsuntide Basket, and he dances
along with a retinue of leafy tatter Morris Men.

MAY QUEEN

Originally led the procession as Flora or Diana, Goddess of the Hunt but
eventually became Queen of the May, and is usually a village girl chosen for
her popularity or beauty.

Following the old tradition of 'May lifting' a troupe of bearers may carry or
escort her flower-strewn chair, and on May 2nd she may choose a partner.
May Queens are customarily crowned after the procession on arriving at the
maypole on the village green, initiating a dance. In poor areas that did not
have a custom maypole for the purpose, the dancers might simply dance in a
ring. In a village in the Taunton Deane area, they apparently used to dance
around a thorn tree (possibly a May tree).
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Keep your independence at home
careline With the Careline South Somerset

SOUTH SOMERSET Easter offer
If you live at home, sometimes feeling at risk, or have elderly or infirm
relatives about whose safety you worry yet wish to preserve their
independence, then the South Somerset Careline should interest you.

Through Careline, you can enjoy the independence of living
in your own home, secure in the knowledge that emergency ==
help or advice is available at your fingertips.

P To celebrate Easter, for all new installations booked before 30th
Mm@ April through this advertisement, we will offer free set up and
~ connection! Please quote this advert when you contact us.

We offer a free demonstration and if you are happy with it, our
staff can fit the unit for you immediately.

Contact us on 01935 479815
careline@southsomerset.gov.uk
www.carelinesouthsomerset.co.uk

Initial connection fee: £32.85%; hire and monitoring £3.84 per week
*waived if on certain benefits

St Mary’s Church
Church Lane

Sunday 28th May at 11.30 a.m.

Please come to a

“Songs of Praise”

Held here during the week-end of
The Flower Festival

Come and enjoy the beauty in the Church
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Spring Song

Annie (01460 241762)

Thou hearest the Nightingale begin the Song of Spring:

He leads the Choir of Day, TRILL, TRILL, TRILL,

Then loud from their green covert all the birds begin their song,
The Thrush, the Linnet, and the Goldfinch, Robin and the Wren
The Nightingale again assays his song, and through the day

And through the night warbles luxuriant: every bird of song.
Attending his loud harmony with admiration and love

William Blake (1757 —1827)

Nightingale
Luscinia Megarhynchos 6%2"

The Nightingale is a summer visitor from Africa; arriving from mid-April
and returning in early September.

It is widely known for its song rather than its brown appearance. It is
usually found skulking amongst dense undergrowth in deciduous
woodland. Its nest will be found close to or on the ground amongst
vegetation. It lays a single brood.

The Nightingale may be heard on a warm Spring night and sometimes
during the day with a soft call which is “WHEET” and softer “tucc-tucc”
or a hard call “tacc-tacc” and the alarm call is a harsh “iterr”. The song
maybe heard from mid-April until early June—a wide range of melodious
notes, loud and clear, often commencing with a bubbling “CHOOC-
CHOOC-CHOOC-CHOOC?” followed by a rising flutey, “PIOO-PIOO-
PIOO-PIOO” which is repeated slowly ending in a lovely crescendo.

The last known record of a Nightingale singing its sweet song, in

Seavington, was 8th May 1974. Please let me know if you hear the
melody in the villages.

20 The Seavingtons’ News



A Support the David Hall event

OPEN GARDENS in South Petherton
Sunday 4" June 2.00 - 6.00pm

£5 per person, children and wheelchair users free
At least 8 gardens open for visiting ¢ Refreshments ¢ Live music

Full programmes with garden details will be available in the previous
week from the David Hall, N&D News and Rosemary Heard
or from the gardens on the day.

Rosemary Heard invites you to a

Coffee morning
for the Children’s Society

Wednesday 7th June 10.00-12.00 at 13, Lightgate Road, South Petherton
Garden open ¢ Raffle 0Bring & Buy ¢ Marmalade, Cakes & Plants for sale
Entry £3 includes tea/coffee and biscuits—EVERYONE WELCOME

Plant Sale

Saturday 13" May; 10am to 12pm
Seavington Millennium Hall

Get your garden off to a flying start!
Come and buy a wide variety of
annuals, hardy perennials, shrubs and
vegetable plants.

Look forward to seeing you there. _J
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Curtain making, dressmaking &

alterations [=l=
=

‘phone Jennifer, South Petherton
01460 242766

Ash Bros

Builders, Decorators, Plumbing and Heating Engineers

The Builders Yard, Upton Lane, Seavington, Ilminster, Somerset TA19 0QQ
Tel: 01460 240434 Fax: 01460 242479 Mob: 07872 122118
Email: office@ashbros.co.uk Web: www.ashbros.co.uk

2 PUGSON CONSTRUCTION

General building, Re-pointing, Landscaping, Chimneys and roofing
Stoves installed by Hetas approved engineer,
Oftec certified oil tank installations, removal and replacements

Call Nigel in Seavington St Mary for a quote on 01460 391595
Mobile 07731323005. nigelpugson@tiscali.co.uk

MONKEYPUZZLE 01460
computers pInxn

For Home & Business
Friendly, professional advice in plain English UURWCI NI {48

www.monkeypuzzlecomputers.com Ilminster

22 The Seavingtons’ News



N\

Mitchams
Chartered
Accountants

CARPENTRY e
& FURNITURE Croveie a preone,

professional service

SINCE 1989 in accountancy and
. . taxation matters for over
Built-in wardrobes....cabmets... 60 years... Find out how
Bookcases...kitchens... we can help.
Individually designed and made www.mitchams.co.uk
. info@mitchams.co.uk
For a free quotation Tel: 01460 52202
‘oh 1 Cornhill
phone me on Ilminster "
Somerset CHARTERED

ACCOUNTANTS

liminster (01460) 53889 TAT9 0AD

\N

\«i
J [
.
Specialist legal advisers who STOKES
provide a professional and PARTNERS LLp
personal service to our clients SOLICITORS
¢ Buying & selling your home * Wills, tax and probate ¢ Corporation transactions
s Commercial property ¢ Contract disputes * Dispute resolution
« Divorce, cohabitation ¢ Employment advice * Business restructuring
& separation * Business litigation ¢ Issues concerning children
* Agricultural law expertise * Equestrian related issues ¢ Landlord & tenant
Contact:
01460 279279 mailbox@stokespartners.co.uk
_ Lexcel
iﬁaﬂmm L?:I:;::;;&ul-!yn.-n

www.stokespartners.co.uk

Kingfisher House, Market Square, Crewkerne, Somerset TA18 7LH
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Ry aAebron

THATCHERS

All thatching services covered from re-thatching
to patchwork ridging and protective wiring

07791 855293 www.ryanhebronthatcher.com

All Rubbish
&
Chard House Clearance

WE CLEAR:
Busineszes, Homes, Garages, Outbuildings, Asbestos, Shop Fitters Contracts, Gardens,
Green Waste, Furniture, Carpets, Builders Waste, Rubble, Electrical & Electronic Equipment
{(WEEE), Mixed Waste, Flood & Fire Damage, Single Items, etc.

Cityés
WE UNDERTAKE: Gm, i Lantra
Demolition, Tree Felling & Surgery and are fully qualified and insured arborists.

07813 836876 or 01460 455554 .5,
D) Visit: allrubbish.co.uk or chardhouseclearance.co.uk ’2?-
’\ Email: info@allrubbish.co.uk or info@chardhouseclearance.co.uk Ce
Other areas we cover: Taunton: 01823 247999 Yeovil: 01935 353353
Bridport: 01308 742742 Lyme Regis: 01297 533533

City&s Fully Insured, Licensed Waste Carrier & Brokers
Guilds CB/JM3355IN e o
NPTC Committed to Recycling @g‘g L;
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Schwarzkopf

MARK

EBRON

AIRDRESSING
“ Hairdressing for all the Family '’
Tel: 01460 52476 ‘

O vern 5p a

liminster's independent,
environmentally friendly, oven

cleaning service.

Mo fumes, no fuss, just a super
shiny oven that looks as good as
new,

Prices start at £50 for a single
oven, £60 for a double.

See ovenspa.com or call:

07843 99 88 96
DIRTBUSTERS

—_—
OVEN CLEAMING NETWORK

AIAAI
VIRV

Italian
Courses

30 week courses
for all levels
in Yeovil
For more details
contact Christine Jewels

wwws ilalianlanguageservices, nel

01935 425958

Brook House Bed & Breakfast, Dowlish Wake

Country house comfort with a very warm welcome

King size room and super King/twin room « ensuite bathrooms
exceptional quality « guest sitting room « off road parking
tea and cake on arrival

www.brookhousesomerset.com or call Becky Jam 07841 594342

May2017
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Welcome to the

New Inn
18™ Century Traditional Public House Warm & Friendly Welcome
Picturesque Beer garden Bed & Breakfast

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials A la Carte Menu
Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales Local Ciders & Fine Wines
Richard's Home Made Sunday Monthly Quiz Night

Lunch Roasts Large car park

Open 7 days a week
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm)
6.00pm - 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm)

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413
www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ

etyres South Somerset
01460 601 728

Save time and money
FREE MOBILE FITTING
at home or work
BATTERIES SUPPLIED AND FITTED
no callout charges
PUNCTURE REPAIRS
save on the cost of a new tyre

ALLTAUNTON AND YEOVIL POSTCODES COVERED

Find us on [:—ty res

Facebook ‘00, ik
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SOUTH SOMERSET RSPB GROUP
‘The Secret Life of the Tawny Owl’

A feature length film following a year in the life of a pair of tawny owls with
fantastic shots of tawny owl behaviour, including hunting, courtship, mating and
egg laying. Narrated by Chris Packham. Showing by kind permission of the
producer Dave Culley.

Also our annual bring and buy Plant Sale.

Thursday 18™ May - 7.30pm The Millennium Hall, Seavington St Mary
Entry: Group members £2.50, non-group members £3.50, under 18’s free
(tea/coffee & biscuits included) — wheelchair access

NON-MEMBERS VERY WELCOME

For further details contact: Denise Chamings (group leader) on 01460240740
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southsomerset

A registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC37654

1 2.2.2.0.8.8.90.0.0.90.2.0.0.0.9.9.08000880088028088000808000880

{}'ﬁ:"fj;{&“ﬁ SeavinegTon SHOP anp Care
STORFE:CAFE  MAY IN THE CAFE
@ Enjoy afternoon tea in the cafe garden.

Traditional cream tea or savoury tea. All our scones and
cakes are made by Jane. Quality teas, infusions, chocolate and coffee.

SENIORS' LUNCH Monday 8th May. Please book to avoid disappointment

MAY IN THE SHOP
A great selection of biscuits!

Everyday biscuits at great value prices, starting at £1.
Moore’s biscuits - lemon & ginger, chocolate chip and
walnut crunch. Border biscuits - Viennese whirls,

oat crumble, lemon drizzle and dark chocolate ginger. Jo ,
Also Eat Natural bars (GF) - almond & apricot, brazil . ' ‘
& sultana and date & walnut.

Seavingtons' Village Store & Cafe, Water St, Seavington St Mary. 01460 249730
Opening hours: Shop Mon-Fri 8.30am-6.00pm, Sat 9.00am-3.00pm
Cafe Mon-Fri 10.00am-4.00pm, Sat 10.00am-2.00pm

2420 24 26 2 24 2 2 2 24 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 24 2 2
224 2 2 2 24 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 22 4 %

*
1,8.8.9.0.8.2.0.0.0.90.0.0.0.8.00.0.0.0.008000088220880008.80008.8.0
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‘f. Rogation Sunday

. On Sunday 21st May at 11.30 am

The Madge Family warmly invite you to
Manor Farm, Seavington St Mary

The land is to be blessed with the hope of a
good harvest

There will be drinks and nibbles afterwards

Everyone is most welcome

The Seavingtons’ Weather in March 2017

This year—2017 Previous year—2016
Temperature
Average Minimum 4.99C 1.76°C
Average Maximum 12.46°C 10.69°C
Mean 8.72°C 6.23C
Rainfall
Monthly Total 66.3 mm (2.65") 76.0 mm (3.08")

Total for the year

28

192.1 mm (7.68")

282.4mm (11.30")
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What do you
look forina

window
company?

» Value
for money

* Quality

finished products

« Reliable

& helpful service

%,%% & GL AZH\G {cﬂé’ www.allgl ass-;ilsgggtg?g tS:i t :;;
'Donm.coﬁﬁw 01460 TSSTO

JUST THINGS

fair trade shop
33A, Silver Street, Ilminster, TA19 ODW
(opposite the Minster and The Dolphin)

We sell a wide range of fairly traded gifts, toys, jewellery,

clothes, bags, food and much more.
Telephone: 01460 394931 Mobile: 07816 788457
Email : enquiries@just-things.couk ~ Website: www.just-things.co.uk

Opening times: 9.30am — 5.00pm Tuesday to Saturday
Closed: Sunday and Monday

c L]
FAIRTRADE




KEV’S CLEANING SERVICES LTD

Friendly team of reliable and trustworthy window cleaners

Window cleaning inside and out

We also empty, unblock and clean guttering, fascias,
soffits, downpipes and conservatories inside and out.

We can also fix guttering.

Regular and one off cleans

07877 670482 | 07885 451628

www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk
GUARANTEED a professional and satisfactory job!

E & S COMPUTERS

. . 01460
m460
I:- E2 S COMPUTERS - 259999
wisrw.ane " i . 24A DITTON

STREET,
ILMINSTER

& Computer Repairs & Upgrades & Custom PCs & Virus Removal &
& 1-2-1 Tutorials @ Public Internet Access &
o A4 & A3 Printing, Copying, Scanning, Laminating & Faxing &
o Website Design & Maintenance & Internet Security &
& Computer Accessories & Hardware &
o Ink Cartridges & Consumables &
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