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JUST THINGS 
fair trade shop 

33A, Silver Street, Ilminster, TA19 0DW 
(opposite the Minster and The Dolphin) 

 

We sell a wide range of fairly traded gifts, toys, jewellery, 
clothes, bags, food and much more.  

Telephone: 01460 394931                       Mobile: 07816 788457 
Email :  enquiries@just-things.co.uk       Website: www.just-things.co.uk 

 

Opening times: 9.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday to Saturday 
Closed: Sunday and Monday 

 

We offered 50,000 lots 
In 88 auctions in 2015 

 

Full Team of Specialists 
Excellence in Expertise 

 

Service across 
The West Country 

 
PICTURED: H.J. QUINTIN 
A PRIZE HEREFORD COW, 

OIL ON CANVAS 
£5120 

 
The Linen Yard 
South Street 

Crewkerne TA18 8AB 
01460 73041 

Lawrences.co.uk 
 

LAWRENCES 
 

AUCTIONEERS 
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T h e  S e av i n g t o n s ’  N ew s  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!             pm Friday 8th September
                                  until am Monday 11th September 
 
The Latest Copy Date                    is the 15th September 
for the next issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
    TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 

I was intending to start this month’s editorial with praise for last week’s 
Village Flower Show. However, a much more meaningful contribution 
than anything I could make has come from someone who is far better 
qualified than I—see page 6. I will just add my congratulations to our 
Gardening Club and organisers. 
 
Last month’s comment about broadband speeds in Seavington St Mary 
has brought to light some interesting deficiencies which I have passed on 
to Connecting Devon and Somerset (CDS). Surprisingly it has also 
unearthed issues in Seavington St Michael which were thought had been 
resolved last year. 
 
To be quite clear, there is now “fibre to the cabinet” broadband available 
in both villages and there is no reason why anyone should not obtain 
broadband download speeds above 20 mbps or much faster. However, it 
does appear that individual internet service providers’ (ISP) sales and 
technical staff eg TalkTalk, Sky, Plusnet etc are not aware that BT 
Openreach have installed the new equipment. Even some of BT’s own 
retail sales staff appear not to have been informed. 
 
Thus, if you still have poor internet speeds contact your provider and nag 
them. If you still get refused the higher speed, for which you may have to 
pay extra, let me know and I will send another consolidated list to CDS. I 
will need your full address, postcode and telephone number. 
 
David Froome 
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All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall 
For bookings call 07905 215993 or hallbookings@theseavingtons.org 

29th August 7.00 pm Community Shop Association AGM in 
Village Café—p 4 

5th September  “Take Five” art exhibition in Ilminster 
Meeting House—p 7 

6th September  Art & Craft exhibition in Village Shop—p 6 

11th September noon Seniors’ Lunch in Village Café—p 31 

14th September 7.30 pm Gardening Club talk “Roses for Garden & 
Show” by Roy Halsey—p 15 

16th September 7.00 pm Flix in the Stix at Hinton St George Village 
Hall “The Viceroy’s House” - p 25 

21st September 10.30 am Gardening Club visit to Castle Gardens, 
Sherborne—p15 

21st September 7.30 pm RSPB Group talk “Ham Wall – A Fantastic 
Reserve for Wildlife and People” - p 31 

2nd October 7.15 pm Arts Society talk at Frogmary Green Farm,  
“Basingstoke and its contribution to world 
culture” - p 26 

Regular Activities  

2nd  Monday noon Seniors’ Lunch in Village Café  

3rd Tuesday 7.00 pm Parish Council Meeting 

3rd Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café  

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date, check out the village web-site which is updated regularly 
and brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of 
village organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and 
relatives and let them keep in touch as well. 

www.theseavingtons.org 

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — F o r t h c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
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 Editorial:     David Froome & Maria Potts 
 Advertising:     Tony Beresford 
 Production:      Brian Edwards & Roger Clampitt 
 Technical & web-site support:  Eugene Mulligan 
 Graphics & Visual Support:   George Brown   

Village web-site: www.theseavingtons.org 
 

Any views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual authors and do 
not necessarily represent the views of the editorial team. Contributions are 
welcomed and may  be submitted electronically or in manuscript to the editor at 
the address on page 1. The contents of this village magazine are the copyright © 
of the Seavingtons' News unless the item concerned carries an alternative 
copyright assertion. However, all information on village activities and events may 
be freely reproduced.  
 

Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have 
any questions. 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £ 100  £ 12  
½ Page  £  50  £  6  
¼ Page  £  28  £  4  

Advertising enquiries to: adverts@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

3rd September 11.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

10th September 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10th September 11.30 am Café Church at Seavington Café 

17th September 11.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

24th September 11.30 am Matins 

Rev Tom Handy telephone: 01460 240377; revdtomhandy@hotmail.com 

   

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n  
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Over the Counter 
 

Ian Gibson 
(01460 249556; office@togtrain.co.uk) 

 
 
Well what a month! 
 
This article is being written before the AGM on 29th August, so reports 
on the past year will be in the next issue – however, we have been 
suffering a little in July and early August as the road to the shop and café 
has been closed due to works for the gas main. This has meant that we 
have lost out in terms of takings in the shop and the café, due mainly to 
lack of passing trade. We are very grateful for our “regulars” who keep 
the place going and we have kept the shop and café open during the 
works despite upheavals. Thanks also to all those local residents in 
Water Street who have had to put up which such inconvenience. 
 
So, a cry from our hearts please- do come along and shop at the store – 
you may be surprised at the range that we hold and the variety of things 
that you want – and all at very competitive prices. The large bills we have 
had to pay out for the installation of the air conditioning (yes we did not 
get it  all grant funded) and the regular bills for utilities have taken their 
toll – so do see if you can persuade you and friends to come along and 
shop or enjoy a cuppa in the café. All this will help keep us going from 
strength to strength. 
 
We have our regular summer goods for youngsters in store, ice creams 
for everyone and lots of good value wines starting  from under a fiver 
and all high quality. 
 
Shop space is at a premium in the store and we try and keep our local 
charities in mind when we offer them space but realising also that we 
need the space for merchandise to sell. We always have a display of local 
artists wares as well and to provide extra space is sometimes difficult. 
Whilst we do not wish to upset any good cause we have to balance these 
issues. I hope that people understand this predicament. 
 
I hope you enjoy the rest of the summer and we look forward to seeing 
you in the store and café very soon. 
 
We still need volunteers to join the rota of helpers, do leave a note in 
store if you can help out or speak to a volunteer on duty. 
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A  Child’s Memory of Dunkirk 
 

Sheila Riley 
 
I was six years old living in the family home in a village called Cove, just 
outside of Farnborough in Hampshire, when war was declared in 
September 1939. There were four bungalows at the start of a lane 
leading up to Oakey’s Farm.  
 
The first thing that happened was the loss of two-thirds of our front 
garden to widen the lane where barracks were being built on the farm 
land. 
 
Our home overlooked the main London railway line. In May 1940 we 
knew that there had been a massive evacuation of troops from France. 
Rumour had it that the troops might be bought to Cove. 
 
My brother John, seven years my senior, and I were sitting on the gate 
watching and waiting. Then we started to see the trains go by full of our 
returning troops. Then into view came the first lorries full of men in 
various stages of dress, mostly with their heads bowed. They were 
exhausted and demoralised and one could feel the anguish that came 
from these men. 
 
This was one of my most frightening memories and certainly brought the 
war into our lives in no uncertain way. My brother put his arms round 
me and said “Don’t worry Sis I will keep you safe”. That is certainly a 
good memory. 
 
Soon though, with the usual British resilience, those men were back in 
full uniform marching and getting ready to go back into battle. We then 
found that not only were there British troops but French and members 
of the Foreign Legion. Once again we felt protected and safe. 
 
Dunkirk should never be forgotten along with the anguish that these men 
suffered and the outstanding bravery that was shown by so many during 
the course of the war. 
 
I hope that the new film does justice to this important part of our 
history. 
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Art and Craft at Seavington Community Store 
 

From 6th September we are pleased to welcome -  
 
Chris Wright exhibiting his earthenware pottery which combines fun 
and function in his colourful wares.  
 
Ange Hart exhibiting her prints inspired by her West Country 
surroundings - cider orchards, folklore, landscapes and coastline. 

 
Seavingtons' Village Store & Cafe, Water St, Seavington St Mary. 01460 249730 

Opening hours: Shop Mon-Fri 8.30am-6.00pm, Sat 9.00am-3.00pm 
Cafe Mon-Fri 10.00am-4.00pm, Sat 10.00am-2.00pm 

 
The Seavington Flower Show on Saturday 12th  August was another 
most excellent social event, justly rewarded with bright sunshine. 
 
Those who participated or looked-in experienced a special treat, which 
would do any village community proud. Notwithstanding a season of 
poor summer weather the benches were filled with a wide range of 
entries, in some instances requiring skill to get the number all well 
staged.  How the Show has progressed over the years. 
 
Most of the vegetable, floral, culinary and art classes were of a very high 
standard indeed, not to mention the laudable efforts of young persons. 
Much of what was achieved would grace a village show anywhere – and 
in my working life I have been to quite a few! 
 
The event makes a conspicuous contribution to community social life in 
the Seavingtons. 
 
Such a success is only possible by reason of the interest, imagination and 
hard work of Garden Club members – whether in leadership roles or 
lending a hand where necessary. 
 
They should all take a bow and savour the applause.  Well done and 
thank you!  
 
Mike Pollock 
Rathdown, Upton Lane 

Village Voice—Letters to the Editor 
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Seavington Artist Exhibits 
 

Andrew Sutton (01460 249338) 
 
If you have enjoyed some of the illustrations that I have drawn for the 
front cover of the Seavington News over the last five years or so, you 
might be interested to know that I am exhibiting, with a group of four 
other local artists, at the Meeting House in Ilminster. 
 
The exhibition, called 'Take Five', starts on the 5th of September and 
finishes at the end of the month. My work will be a mixture of oil, acrylic 
and watercolour paintings, on a variety of subjects and themes. 

SPFA Lottery Draw Results 
 

Jackie Priddle (01460 240734) 
 

Here are the draw results for August 2017: 

  August 2017 

First £35 C Herrick 

Second £20 J Culham 

Third £15 A Gillard 

Fourth £10 Viv Rudd 

Fifth £10 G Parsons 

Village Heating Oil Syndicate 
 

Peter Wyatt (01460 241546) 
 

Unfortunately, for personal reasons, I am unable to carry on running the 
village syndicate for the bulk purchase of heating oil at reduced prices. If 
someone else would like to take this on I would be very happy to help 
them set it up again. 
 
Western Fuels have given us a good service and supply a good product at 
competitive prices so I hope that, in the absence of a new syndicate, 
everyone will be happy to stay with them. 
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Summer Days 
 

Annie (01460 241762) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August is a quiet time for birds. The breeding season is over. Adult birds 
are tired and need to rest and shed their old feathers for a new set. As 
August slips into September the moult is over and birds are feather perfect 
again. It is also a time for garden birds to go on vacation to the 
countryside! There is plenty to feed on in the fields and hedgerows. After a 
few weeks they will be back to your feeders and bird-tables. 
 
It is a time to clean nest-boxes and for new ones to be erected so that 
they may “weather” in time for the following Spring. 
 
Some of the summer visitors are still in gardens. Usually the Cuckoo would 
have departed for Africa by the beginning of August, followed by the Swift 
and Whitethroat. 
 
Swallows and House Martins may still be feeding youngsters from their 
third broods and there is a plentiful supply of flying insects. As each day 
passes though, increasing numbers amass on telegraph wires. They are 
noisily chattering and restless. Suddenly, many of them leave the wires, 
rising high in the sky calling excitedly and giving the impression that they 
are leaving, but they settle back on the wires. More will join them 
tomorrow, a sight to behold! 
 
All too soon they will be off to warmer climes—House Martins to West 
Central Africa and Swallows to Southern Africa—journeys of some 6,000 
miles. Both are daytime migrants and are able to feed en route. 
 
It is said that September is the best month for observing Pied Wagtails. 
They enjoy the many midges and flies; rushing after them and dancing into 
the air. On the ground, they strut purposely, looking all around them, their 
long tails constantly flicking. 
 
As we approach Autumn, look out for seasonal changes eg the Robin is 
beginning to sing again. 

Sing a song of Summer days, 
Leaf nooks and shady ways, 
Nodding roses, apples red, 
Clover like a carpet spread, 
Stretch of meadows, splashed with dew, 
Silver clouds with sunlight through. 
 

Anon 
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Reyland Autos 

 

Matthew Reyland 
Reyland Autos, Sunnyside Farm, Seavington, Ilminster, TA19 0QB 

01460 242831; 07969 206 866; reyland2016@hotmail.com 

□ Recovery □ Gear Boxes □ Clutches □ Welding & Fabrication 
□ MOTs □ Servicing □ Latest Diagnostic Equipment □ Tyres & Tracking 

Prices: 
 

Punctures  £10.00; Tracking  £20.00 
Wheel Balance  £  5.00—X 2 wheels 

Tyre swaps  £  2.50 per wheel 
 

Second hand tyres £15.00—Any size, including fitting 
Buy 4 new or used tyres and get tracking free 

 KEV’S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk 
GUARANTEED a professional and satisfactory job! 

Friendly team of reliable and trustworthy window cleaners 
 

Window cleaning inside and out 
 

We also empty, unblock and clean guttering, fascias, 
soffits, downpipes and conservatories inside and out. 

 

We can also fix guttering. 
 

Regular and one off cleans 
 

07877 670482 | 07885 451628 
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RICHARD CLIFTON 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

Interior and exterior work 
Free written estimates or quotations 
Good preparation; Attention to detail 

 

Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 

 
R A Wicks Ltd 

Fireplaces, Stoves & Flues 

Fireplace Showroom, Chimneys Relined & New Build 
HETAS registered installers 

 

Tel: 01460 74612; www.wicksheating.co.uk 
Fireplace Showroom, Tail Mill Lane, Merriott, TA16 5PF 

St Michael’s Church Seavington Trust 
Next sale of Books & Bric-a-Brac 

 

26th August 2017 
at 2, Winchester Cottages (Opposite The Volunteer) 

Second-hand Books and a Selection of bric-a-brac 

A great selection for children of all ages from stories to study! 

NB—Open 10.00 am to 2.00 pm please come and browse 

 

Dog Grooming by Helen 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 
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All types of Electrical work undertaken at very competitive prices including: 
 

  New Circuits    Electric heating systems 
  Security lighting systems  Control systems 
  Emergency lighting systems Maintenance    
  Appliance testing   Kitchens    
  Bathrooms    Energy saving lighting 
  CCTV Systems   Ventilation systems 

 
Free, No obligation Quotes 

01460 240099 or 07980 674480 
info@dcesystems.co.uk 
www.dcesystems.co.uk 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT); Electrical Power Quality Analyser 
Periodic Inspection Reports (Domestic and Commercial) 

Fire Alarm and Emergency Light Testing; Wireless Inspection Camera 
 

Domestic & Commercial  Work Undertaken:    
 

 Rewires     ● Additional sockets  

 Extensions     ● Listed building work 

 Computer/Telephone points ●  Whole House sound systems 

 Security and Access Lighting ● CCTV Camera Installation 

 Fire Alarms; Nurse Call Systems ●  Control Panel design & build 

 Electrical accessories  ● Engraving of labels 

 Cable laying and ducting   ● Outside Events 

 Electrical Door/ Gate Systems ● Intercom and Entry Systems 

Mobile: 07808 049034 
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 The Warehouse Theatre llminster  
is a little gem which can be found right in the heart 
of the town. It brings high quality entertainment 
throughout the year to audiences of all ages, as 
well as running a thriving youth theatre and being 
a venue for local groups and clubs to hire. 

Run by Ilminster Entertainments Society (IES) it represents one of  
the best equipped, professional-standard amateur theatres in the  
county and facilities include:  
 

Seating for 150 people, fully licensed bar, coffee area, 
disabled access and T-loop hearing system. 

 

Details of future productions can be found in the local press or on 
our website: www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk (plus audition 
nights, IES Membership, Box Office and more) or call 07943 
779880 or email: info@thewarehousetheatre.org.uk 

 

Your theatre needs you! The Warehouse is run entirely by 
volunteers and we would love to hear from anyone who would like to 
get involved by helping backstage or front of house during show 
weeks, or simply by becoming a member of IES. Can you help? 

NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years 
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum 

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit 
 

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 



September 2017 

 

13 

Recipe of the month 
Taken from “The Seavingtons’ Four Seasons” Cook Book 

 

Holiday Yoghurt Cake 
 

This cake is great for children to make during boring school holidays and 
was given by Pat Creed. Pat got this recipe from ‘Women’s Hour’ in the 
1970’s and regularly used it when her children were little and wanted to 
do some cooking. It is endlessly adaptable and you can use any flavouring 
you want. Keeps very well and is good for school lunches. 
 
Ingredients: 
 
1 small pot of natural yoghurt 
2 pots self-raising flour –white or whole wheat 
2 pots sugar –brown or white 
¼ pot oil 
Grated lemon or orange rind (optional) 
2 eggs 
Pinch of salt 
 
Method: 
 
Heat oven to 350º F (180ºC, Gas 4) 
 
Line a small loaf tin with baking paper  
 
Use yoghurt pot to measure ingredients into a bowl and mix with a 
wooden spoon 
 
Pour mixture into the tin 
 
Place on middle shelf and bake for 45 minutes. When cooked the cake 
will feel springy when pressed on the top. 
 
Cool the cooked cake for 15 mins in tin, turn out and cool on wire rack. 
(If using a round tin do remember to line the tin and cook for slightly 
longer). 
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Seavington Gardening Club 
 

Kate Mulligan (01460 242023) 
 
Flower Show 12th August 2017 
 
Once again the great British weather proved challenging for all of us who 
grow and show our prized flowers, fruit and vegetables. With unseasonal 
temperatures, strong winds and buckets of rain it has not been easy to 
get our carefully nurtured exhibits ready on time. Fortunately, despite all 
this, everyone rallied round to help produce a very successful Flower 
Show. 
 
Entries were only marginally down on last year and we still had well over 
235 exhibits, so well done to everyone who gave it a go.  
 
The independent judges were very thorough in their decision making 
which, at times, cannot have been easy given the high standard of entries. 
 
Our thanks go to them for a very efficient job and to John Tudor for 
presenting the prizes. Also a big thank you to all the volunteers, helpers, 
supporters and entrants without whom things would have looked pretty 
bleak. Thank you to the Gardening Club Committee for organising the 
event and to Annie for running the raffle.  
 
Members of the Gardening Club also took part in our Summer Growing 
Competition which was to produce a prize winning specimen from a tiny 
plug plant of Geranium “Appleblossom". 
 
A summary of the results is given at the end of this article and the results 
in each class follow on pages 16—19.  
 
If you feel inspired to have a go yourself next year then we look forward 
to hearing from you. The rules are very simple, you must either be a 
member of the Gardening Club or live within a two mile radius of the 
Seavington boundaries.   
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
We will be back to the Millennium Hall for the start of our Autumn 
programme. 
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Thursday 14th September - 7.30pm - a talk by Roy Halsey entitled 
“Roses for the Garden and Show”. Plants will be on sale plus 
refreshments and raffle. New members always welcome, visitors £2 
payable at the door.  
 
Don’t forget - Flower of the Month Competition gets underway once 
more (members only). 
 
Thursday 21st September - 10.30am - visit to Castle Gardens (Garden 
Centre) Sherborne for a talk followed by 25% discount shopping 
opportunity. 
 
For further information please contact Karen Day tel. 01460 24972. 
 

Flower Show Results 
 

The full Flower Show results are shown over the following four pages. 
The overall results were: 
 
Overall Winners 

1st Prize—Vernon White 

2nd Prize—Elizabeth Hayden 

3rd Prize—Karen Day 

Divisional Winners 

Division 1 Flower—Karen Day 

Division 2 Vegetables and Fruit—Vernon White 

Division 3 Home Baking—Linda George 

Division 4 Children’s Class—Ruth Lewis 

Photography and Craft—Nicola Wotton 

RHS Grenfell Medal (Best Floral Arrangement) - Elizabeth Hayden 

Best Floral Exhibit—Lis Tope 

Members’ Growing Competition—Karen Day 

Winner of the most popular class, Flowering Shrub—Mike Pollock 
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News from Shepton Beauchamp Pre-school 
 

Charlie Pattison (01460 241396) 
 
We hope that you have all had a lovely summer. We are delighted to 
welcome our new Supervisor Natalie Tucker to the team and know that 
she will be a real asset to our lovely Pre-School and the children will 
continue to thrive under her leadership. 
 
We are hugely proud of our Pre-School team who had a fabulous 
OFSTED report at the end of the summer term and passed with flying 
colours.  We have been rated GOOD and had some super comments 
from the inspector. Well done to everyone! 
 
The first topic this year is Autumn, the children will be doing lots of 
Autumn related activities inside and outside in the run up to the Harvest 
Festival. The children will be taking part in Jeans for Genes Day and being 
sponsored to wear denim for the day (or week!). 
 
Our AGM is on Monday 25th September in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
We will say goodbye to some committee members and hope to recruit 
some equally enthusiastic replacements. 
 
Our next Bag2School clothing collection is on 20th October – if you 
have any clothes, bags, shoes or soft toys we would be delighted to 
receive them at any time either at the Village Hall or at Stoke Villa, 
Robins Lane or phone us and we will collect. 
 
Recycling – we are collecting used computer ink cartridges, trigger 
sprays from cleaning products and empty biscuit wrappers – see our 
website for more details. 
 
TODDLER GROUP. Our next meeting will be Thursday  7th 
September. All ages from babies to Pre-School aged children are very 
welcome. Friendly group – lots of chatter and coffee for grown-ups and 
fun for children too! Come anytime from 9-11.15am. 
 
For more information please call Natalie or Kath 07765 437301 or email 
info@sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk or www.sheptonbeauchamppre-
school.co.uk or follow us on Facebook – or just pop in and meet us –  we’d love 
to see you! 
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01460 
200 000 

10 West Street 
Ilminster 

Friendly, professional advice in plain English 
For Home & Business 

www.monkeypuzzlecomputers.com 

 

PUGSON CONSTRUCTION 
 

General building, Re-pointing, Landscaping,  Chimneys and roofing 
Stoves installed by Hetas approved engineer, 

Oftec certified oil tank installations, removal and replacements 
 

Call Nigel in Seavington St Mary for a quote on 01460 391595 
Mobile 07731323005.  nigelpugson@tiscali.co.uk 

Curtain making, dressmaking & 
alterations 
 
‘phone Jennifer, South Petherton 
01460 242766  
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The Ilminster Thursday Group 
 

Sue Morley (01460 53378) 
 
The Ilminster Thursday Group is an independent local group of mainly 
retired people which began its 40-year life at Dillington House. From the 
early days when just a few members gathered for weekly talks, we now 
have a membership around 200. Our permanent home is the Warehouse 
Theatre, Brewery Lane, Ilminster TA19 9AD, which has raked seats and 
excellent speaking and presentation facilities. We stage twenty weekly 
talks each year; ten during the autumn and ten during the spring. These 
begin at 10.15 a.m. and generally last for about 60 minutes with time 
afterwards for questions. Tea and coffee is available from 9.15.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you can see from this Autumn’s programme, shown above, it is our 
policy to provide a balanced programme of talks and to encourage, 
where possible, local experts to share something of their knowledge and 
enthusiasms with us. Talks are not limited to local interests and each 
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A New Age wedding 
 

Anon... 
  
Dear Dad, 
 
I am coming home to get married soon, so get out your cheque book. 
I'm in love with a boy who is far away from me. As you know, I am in 
Australia, and he lives in Scotland. We met on a dating website, became 
friends on Facebook, had long chats on Whatsapp, He proposed to me 
on Skype, and now we've had two months of relationship through Viber.   
 
My beloved and favourite Dad, I need your blessing, good wishes, and a 
really big wedding.  
 
Lots of love and thanks,  
 
Your favourite daughter, 
Lilly  
  
My Dear Lilly, 
 
Like Wow! Really? Cool! Whatever....., I suggest you two get married on 
Twitter, have fun on Tango, Buy your kids on Amazon, and pay for it all 
through Paypal. 
 
And when you get fed up with this new husband, sell him on eBay. 
 
Dad  

programme will include subjects which range over a wide spectrum of 
knowledge. 
 
Recent programmes have included travel in Mongolia and Siberia with 
fantastic photography, the history of Chinese porcelain, ancient 
woodland (its history, ecology and uses), Margaret Bondfield (the shop 
assistant from Chard who become the first female Cabinet Minister), 
Sigmund Freud (his life, ideas and influence), Literary Somerset and 
Stories from a West Country Butcher plus much more. 
 
We currently have vacancies for the year 2017/18. Membership costs 
£20 per year which includes all 20 talks. Visitors are very welcome at 
£3.00 a visit, provided there are seats available. 
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Valete and Salvete 
 

Manda Jaggers (01460 240554) 
 
This year, after nearly 14 years service, Carol Talbot has stepped down 
as Churchwarden of St Michael's. Having spent most of her life in the 
village, Carol has a brilliant knowledge of both the history and fabric of 
our churches and I would like to publicly express my gratitude to her for 
all her help, support and wisdom during this time. Enjoy a well earned 
rest Carol - we have your phone number! 
 
Anne Shaw has kindly stepped into the breach as the new Churchwarden 
and is quickly learning the ropes. Thank you for agreeing to take on the 
position, Anne. Our contact numbers are: Manda 01460 240554 and 
Anne 01460 249156 
 
Both numbers have answer-phones, please do not hesitate  to call us if 
you have any questions or concerns. Thank you to those villagers who 
highlighted the recent problems with maintenance of the churchyard, this 
has now been resolved. 

 
House group in Seavington 

 
Liz Harper, who has recently moved into the village with her husband, 
Bob, (warm welcome) has kindly offered to host and, initially, lead a 
house group in the village, starting in September (day and time tbc, 
probably evenings.) Please let Anne or Manda know if you are interested 
in joining or would like more information. 

A Reminder: 
 

County Council Complaint ‘phone Number 
 
The Somerset County Council now has a single telephone number 
through which you may report problems such as potholes, drainage 
issues etc: 
 

0300 123 2224 
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Seavington Church Wardens 
 

Carol Talbot (01460 241478) 
 
As you may know, after 12 years serving as Church Warden in the 
Seavingtons, I recently 'retired'. It was always an honor, especially as I follow 
in my grandfather Bert Reyland's footsteps, who was Church Warden here 
many years ago. 
 
I'm so pleased that Anne Shaw is now Church Warden and I know you'll 
welcome her to the Office and support her in her new role. Anne will be 
brilliant, she's very compassionate and caring. Manda and Anne make a great 
team, and continue looking after the Church, the Congregation and Rev.Tom 
Handy brilliantly. 
 
In recent years I've been lucky enough to work with Manda, which has 
always been enjoyable, and we became really firm friends along the way. 
Thanks Manda, couldn't have done it without you! 
 
I'd also like to say thank-you all so much for supporting me over the years 
and also for my thoughtful gifts, they were perfect and will be greatly 
enjoyed, although I still don't believe I deserve them. 
 
Even though I have retired from being C.W. I will of course remain involved 
in the Churches.....you don't get rid of me that easily! 

“Flix in the Stix” 
 

Andrew Overhill (01460 72563) 
 
Hinton St. George ‘Flix in the Stix’ presents ‘THE VICEROY'S 
HOUSE' (12A), on SATURDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 2017 in the Hinton Village 
Hall at 7.00 pm. Tickets £5 in advance from the Village Shop and Dorothy’s 
Tea Room, or £5.50p on the door.  To reserve Tickets please contact Bob 
Kefford on 01460 72563. 
 
This film is set in India in 1947: Lord Mountbatten (Hugh Bonneville) and his 
wife Edwina (Gillian Anderson) arrive in New Delhi to oversee the country's 
transition from British rule to independence. Taking his place in the 
resplendent mansion known as the Viceroy's House, Mountbatten hopes to 
end centuries of colonial rule without strife but in a country divided by deep 
religious and cultural differences this proves no easy undertaking, setting off 
a seismic struggle that threatens to tear India apart.  
 
Hugh Bonneville leads a strong cast in this gripping, witty and charming 
historical drama which also has an 'Upstairs Downstairs' theme within the 
household. 
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The Arts Society Neroche South Somerset 
A Re-launch  

 
THE ARTS SOCIETY flourishes in our area. Known until this year as the 
National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS), it 
rebranded in May and changed its name. There are over 380 separate 
branches of the Society across the UK plus more around the world, all 
aiming to promote the arts and inform people who would like to learn 
more about them. 
 
Our local branch - THE ARTS SOCIETY NEROCHE SOUTH 
SOMERSET - meets very near The Seavingtons in the conference centre 
at Frogmary Green Farm, South Petherton, just down the lane that runs 
alongside the Lopen Raj restaurant. For anyone who isn’t sure, Neroche 
was the name of a Norman motte and bailey castle in South Somerset’s 
Blackdown Hills. The word has featured in the local Society’s name since 
it was founded in 1973, the first NADFAS branch in south west England. 
If you love the arts in their widest sense, you might like to join Neroche, 
both to enjoy its programme of events and to meet like minded local 
people.  
 
New members are always welcome and those who want to get a taster 
first can come along to up to two lectures in any season, for a small 
contribution. Each season also features Visits and in depth Study Days 
held at Monks Yard Ilminster, both are open to non members if there are 
spare places. 
 
This is a great time to consider membership as our new programme of 
illustrated lectures, delivered by  experienced and nationally recognised 
experts, starts in October. We then meet monthly at 7.15pm, usually on 
the first Monday, until the following July.  
 
Lecture one on October 2nd will be “Basingstoke and its contribution to 
World Culture”. If that doesn’t sound arts connected (and I did say arts 
“in their widest sense”) bear in mind that, amusingly told, the lecture will 
demonstrate one of the ugliest episodes in English architectural history 
while also revealing the older Basingstoke buried beneath the post war 
concrete, plus the few historic gems that have survived.  
 
To find out more about the Society and its 2017-18 programme, please 
visit our website www.theartssocietynerochesouthsomerset.org.uk. For 
general enquiries, call 01460 241485 or send an e-mail to: 
info@theartssocietynerochesouthsomerset.org.uk   
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Contact: 
01460 279279 mailbox@stokespartners.co.uk 

 Jimmy 
James 
CARPENTRY 

& FURNITURE 
 

SINCE 1989 
 

Built-in wardrobes...cabinets… 
Bookcases...kitchens… 

Individually designed and made 
 

For a free quotation 
‘phone me on 

Ilminster (01460) 53889 
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Brook House Bed & Breakfast, Dowlish Wake 
 

Country house comfort with a very warm welcome 
 

King size room and super King/twin room • ensuite bathrooms 
exceptional quality • guest sitting room • off road parking 

tea and cake on arrival 
 

www.brookhousesomerset.com or call Becky Jam 07841 594342 

Shepton Beauchamp Pre-school 
 

A wonderful Pre-school!  
Caring and experienced staff. 

Happy, confident children.  
Lots of fun, large garden. 

OFSTED Good 2017 
 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 
 9.00 am—3.00 pm  

Friday 9.00 am—1.15 pm  
      

Baby and Toddler Group on 
Thursday mornings 

 

Call Natalie: 07765 437301 or 
info@sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk 

or meet us at the 
Village Hall.   
We would love to 
see you! 

 

Oven Cleaning 
 

Ilminster’s independent, environmentally 
friendly, oven cleaning service 

 
No fumes, no fuss, just a super shiny 

oven that looks as good as new 
 

£50 for a single oven, £60 for a double 
Hobs and extractors from £10 

 
See: ovenspa.com for more details 

or call Mick George on: 
 

07843 99 88 96 
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Welcome to the 

New Inn 
Warm & Friendly Welcome 

Bed & Breakfast 
A la Carte Menu 

Local Ciders & Fine Wines 
Monthly Quiz Night 

Large car park  

18th Century Traditional Public House 
Picturesque Beer garden 

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials 
Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales 

Richard’s Home Made Sunday  
Lunch Roasts  

Open 7 days a week  
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm) 

6.00pm – 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm) 
 

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413  
www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk 

 

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ  
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SEAVINGTON SHOP AND CAFE 
 

SEPTEMBER IN THE CAFE - Eat in or take away! 
Choose from our wide selection of coffees, teas and cold drinks. 

Breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea - prepared by our expert 
cooks, using quality ingredients and served with a smile! 

 

SENIORS' LUNCH Monday 11th September. Come by yourself or with a friend.  
Please book to avoid disappointment 

 

NO NEED TO TRAVEL TO TOWN! 
OUR SHOP OFFERS LOTS OF SRVICES 

Free Wi-Fi, newspapers to order, free home delivery service (in 
the village), bread to order, photocopying, laminating, mail order 
delivery point, My Hermes parcel service, stamps, wine glasses 
for hire, cash back (minimum spend), local free magazines, book 
shelf. 
 

PLUS ALL YOUR EVERYDAY FOOD AND HOUSEHOLD NEEDS 
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 

Seavingtons' Village Store & Cafe, Water St, Seavington St Mary. 01460 249730 
Opening hours: Shop Mon-Fri 8.30am-6.00pm, Sat 9.00am-3.00pm 

Cafe Mon-Fri 10.00am-4.00pm, Sat 10.00am-2.00pm 

SOUTH SOMERSET RSPB GROUP 
 

‘Ham Wall – A Fantastic RSPB Reserve for Wildlife and People’ 
(following the AGM) 

 
An illustrated talk presented by Steve Hughes (RSPB Site Manager) who will 
give us an update on the wonderful wildlife, including the new colonizing 
species.  We will also hear about the people developments that are taking place to 
enhance the reserve, now that it has become a very popular place to visit. 
 

Thursday 21st September - 7.30pm The Millennium Hall, Seavington St Mary 
Entry: Group members £2.50, non-group members £3.50, under 18’s free 

(tea/coffee & biscuits included) – wheelchair access 
 

NON-MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 
 

For further details contact: Denise Chamings (group leader) on 01460240740 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southsomerset 

 
A registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC37654 
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The Seavingtons’  Weather in  Ju ly  2017 

 This year—2017 Previous year—2016 

Temperature   

Average Minimum          12.63°C       12.18°C 

Average Maximum         21.98°C       22.16°C 

Mean         17.31°C       17.17°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total         86.6 mm (3.46")         3.8 mm (0.16") 

Total for the year       451.9 mm (18.08")      464.4mm (18.54") 

This month had a warm, dry, start with a cooler second half 
It was the wettest July since the Summer of 2012 

 

Seavington Playing Field Association 
(Registered Charity No: 268986) 

 

Apple Harvest Supper 
 

Friday 20th October, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm 
at the Seavington Millennium Hall 

 

Entertainment, music and song 
Please bring your own drink 

(and apple peeler!) 
 

Tickets £ 7; under 16 £4; Family Ticket £20 
Available from Seavington Village Store and  

Annie Prichard (01460 241762 + Answer-phone) 
(On sale from Monday 18th September) 



 

E & S COMPUTERS 
24a Ditton Street, 

Ilminster, TA19 0BQ 
(Opposite Tesco Garage) 

 

We offer lots of ink, 

and more services than you think. 
Nothing is too much trouble, 

come to us when you’re befuddled. 
If you want to give your computer a kick, 

drop it into us to fix. 
 

01460 259 999 
www.enscomputers.co.uK 

enquiries@enscomputers.co.uK 
We look forward to seeing you! 

Unit 7 & 9,Cropmead Trading Estate, Crewkerne  
admin@allglass-glazing.co.uk;       01460 73570 

allglass-glazing.co.uk     
 

Come to our new showroom to see our 
range of top quality products all covered 

by a 10 year guarantee 
 8am to 5pm Monday to Friday 

Our  family  business  has  30  years  of  experience  of  PVCu 
and  Aluminium,  windows,  doors  &  conservatories.  We 
also offer a range of other home improvements including 
porches, garage doors, fascias, soffits and guttering. 
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