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JUST THINGS 
fair trade shop 

33A, Silver Street, Ilminster, TA19 0DW 
(opposite the Minster and The Dolphin) 

 

We sell a wide range of fairly traded gifts, toys, jewellery, 
clothes, bags, food and much more.  

Telephone: 01460 394931                       Mobile: 07816 788457 
Email :  enquiries@just-things.co.uk       Website: www.just-things.co.uk 

 

Opening times: 9.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday to Saturday 
Closed: Sunday and Monday 
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T h e  S e av i n g t o n s ’  N ew s  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!                 pm Friday 13th April                  
          until am Monday 16th April 
 
The Latest Copy Date                          is the 20th April 
for the next issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
    TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 

At last I think we can say goodbye to winter and an enthusiastic hello to 
spring. It seems to have been a long and rather wet winter but as the days 
lengthen, temperatures rise and light levels lift so too do our spirits. I’m 
sure we will all enjoy spending more time outside and maybe thoughts will 
turn to doing some gardening and possibly buying the odd plant or two!  
 
With that in mind I would like to bring to your attention a plant disease 
that British authorities are desperately trying to prevent from reaching 
our shores. It is a bacterium called Xylella fastidiosa, which is one of the 
biggest risks to the UK horticultural industry and wider landscape. It 
infects a wide range of plants including many species we are likely to grow 
in our gardens, such as cherry, hebe, lavender, oak and rosemary. The 
bacterium causes symptoms including leaf scorch, wilt, dieback and plant 
death. These symptoms are easily confused with stresses such as frost 
damage and drought, or other plant diseases. The Royal Horticultural 
Society are recommending we buy only British grown plants to prevent 
this disease travelling to the UK. For further information visit https://
www.rhs.org.uk/science/plant-health-in-gardens/protect-your-garden/new-
pd-risks 
 
We are lucky here in the South West as there are so many fabulous 
nurseries which grow their own plants, so please buy British. It’s also 
worth considering shopping at the village plant sale which will be held on 
Saturday 12th May as all our plants are grown locally. 
 
Karen Day – Secretary Seavington Gardening Club 



The Seavingtons’ News 

 

2 

All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall 
For bookings call 07905 215993 or hallbookings@theseavingtons.org 

31st March 2-5 pm Easter Egg Hunt at St Michael’s Church— 
p 23 

1st April 11.30 am Easter Sunday at St Michael’s Church – p 3 

12th April 7.00 pm Gardening Club talk by Derry Watkins 
“Late Summer Colour”—pp 7, 21 

14th April 7.30 pm Flix in the Stix at Hinton St George 
“Goodbye Christopher Robin” - p 26 

17th April 7.00 pm Parish Council Meeting 

19th April 7.30 pm RSPB Group talk “Bats, Water Voles and 
Doormice” by Louise Wooley—p 31 

21st April 9.30 am Village Litter Pick—Starts at St Mary’s Close 
and Millennium Hall—p 23 

27th April 7.30 pm Community Shop Spring Quiz Night—pp 
22, 26   

   

Regular Activities  

2nd  Monday noon Seniors’ Lunch in Village Café  

3rd Tuesday 7.00 pm Parish Council Meeting 

3rd Wednesday 10.00am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café  

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date, check out the village web-site which is updated regularly 
and brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of 
village organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and 
relatives and let them keep in touch as well. 

www.theseavingtons.org 

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — F o r t h c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
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 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £ 100  £ 12  
½ Page  £  50  £  6  
¼ Page  £  28  £  4  

Advertising enquiries to: adverts@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

1st April 11.30 am Easter Family Service 

8th April 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

8th April 11.30 am Café Church in Seavington Café  

15th April 11.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

22nd April 11.30 am Morning Prayer 

28th April 

   

Rev Tom Handy telephone: 01460 240377; revdtomhandy@hotmail.com 

No service but available in South Petherton 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n  

The Seavingtons’  Weather in  February  2018 

 This year—2018 Previous year—2017 

Temperature   

Average Minimum            0.17°C         3.97°C 

Average Maximum           7.04°C         9.62°C 

Mean           3.61°C         6.79°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total         39.9 mm (1.60")        48.3 mm (1.93") 

Total for the year       103.9 mm (4.16")      125.8 mm (5.03") 

A dry, very cold, end to the month 
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The Seavingtons’ News wants to hear and publish your views on both the “News” itself and 
topics of importance or interest to our community. Please send your letters to the address on 
page 1. All opinions and views expressed are the sole responsibility of the writer and do not 
reflect the views of The Seavingtons’ News. For legal reasons we must have the name and 
address of the writer but can normally publish over a pseudonym on request. 

Village Voice—letters to the editor 

Dear Sir, 
 
I read the letter in last month’s issue from Mr and Mrs Hawkins with 
some interest. I think their concerns about traffic are shared by many 
people in the village, and I would like briefly to address a couple of the 
issues they raise. 
 
Firstly, diversion of trunk road traffic through the village and Ilminster 
when the bypass is closed.  This has to be done, but not for the long 
periods we experience.  The police close the bypass following traffic 
accidents, and take many hours to assess the causes of the accident 
sometimes with a view to prosecuting the malefactors.  There are 
reliable technical means available quickly to survey an accident scene 
which they do not use, preferring instead to make laborious manual 
measurements and photographs.  In contrast, on French main roads, the 
priority is to re-open the road as quickly as possible to keep the traffic 
moving.  I think we could learn from this pragmatic attitude. It would be 
churlish, of course, to use the phrase ‘lots of overtime’ in this context. 
 
Oh, the farm tractors and trailers! I’m afraid we live in a working village, 
not a suburb, and in this environment, we must suffer the inconvenience.  
Unfortunately, the drivers are often young, inexperienced men, who have 
been instructed by their employers to go as fast as possible, take no 
prisoners in reversing situations etc. However, the beautiful countryside 
we all enjoy relies on farming being profitable, so a certain amount of 
rushing around might be justified.  If others wished to pursue this issue, 
they could start by reflecting on the fact that tractor (red) diesel is 
untaxed, so the vehicles used are considerably cheaper to operate than 
the possibly more suitable trucks, which use taxed fuel.  Could HM 
Revenue and Customs take an interest? 
 
Mrs Fitzherbert. 
Dunroaming Cottage (full name & address supplied) 
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Dear Editor, 
 
Seavington in the Snow 
 
Compared to the rest of the country we got off very lightly from the recent 
snow—The Beast from the East. 
 
I felt so very lucky to be living in Seavington. People were so kind with offers 
of help and telephone calls to make sure that I was coping. Thank you to 
everyone including the mystic snow man who cleared my front path right 
down to the road. 
 
I am well aware that I have a supportive family but, as the years advance, it is 
great to still be made to feel a valued member of the Seavington Community. 
 
Sheila Riley 

Don’t Forget to Re-set your Clock 
 

Summer Time begins on Sunday 25th March 2018 

                                                Village Oil Run 
 

Nigel Key  -  (01460 241540) 
 
Plenty of snow during March probably means your oil levels are dropping. 
The next Oil order will be placed on 13 April. If you require please let me 
know through the village website, where you will find the email link, or ring 
me if you are not keen on using the internet. 
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Seavington Gardening Club 
 

Kate Mulligan (01460 242023) 
 
Thursday 8th March 2018 
 
AGM followed by a talk by Brian Madder on “Dahlias for pleasure and 
exhibition” 
 
Brian drove all the way from Bournemouth to talk to us about dahlias and it was 
much appreciated. He has had a long association with these plants from growing 
them, exhibiting them, breeding new varieties and judging them at shows. It is 
safe to say he is something of an expert on them. 
 
They originated in South America and more specifically Mexico. The Aztecs 
called them Acocotli which means water carrier as they have hollow stems and 
they were used exactly for that purpose. When the Spanish invaded they sent 
samples of the plants back to Madrid and a botanist there, Antonio Jose 
Cavanilles, named them after a Swedish botanist Andreas Dahl in 1791. 
Apparently they are edible and are likened to potatoes but maybe not quite as 
tasty. Personally I think I will just stick to growing them for their fabulous 
flowers! 
 
The biggest decision to make when growing dahlias is whether to dig them out 
of the ground and store them over winter or to leave them in the ground with a 
good mulch over the top. This seems to depend on personal preference and 
which part of the country you live in. Normally down in the South West we 
would think we are pretty safe from harsh winters but the events of the last 
couple of weeks have shown us we can be caught out. 
 
This time of year (early to mid-March) is the right time to start them off if you 
have been storing them in a frost free place. Brian sits them on top of the soil as 
the new buds grow between the crown and the “chicken legs” of the tubers. 
This gives them the best chance to grow as they may rot if put in the soil too 
early. They should not be planted out into the garden though until May where 
they will then grow, flower and produce tubers all in the first year. It is 
important to label the tubers as they do tend to look alike and give no clue 
about their size, colour or flower type just from looking at them. 
 
If you leave your dahlias in the ground Brian recommended lifting them after 3 to 
4 years and splitting them as they will become overcrowded and produce fewer 
flowers. The more space you can give them in the flower beds the better, or 
grow them in containers. Pinch out the top stem two to three weeks after 
planting them out and look out for slugs and snails which love the new growth. 
The plants will need staking and he always has three bamboo canes around each 
plant with string tied around from the base which you then increase up the cane 
as the plant grows. Earwigs are a pest once the flowers form so have an 
upturned plant pot stuffed with straw balanced on top of the canes to encourage 
the earwigs in and then dispose of them how you wish. Other pests might be 
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black fly which you can treat and a fungal disease which stunts growth in which 
case dig them up and dispose of the whole plant. Mildew can occur in dry 
summers but if you keep the plants well watered and fed regularly they should 
reward you with lots of colour right through to first frosts. 
 
There are 13 different classifications of dahlia flowers coming in a wide range of 
colours and sizes with new varieties appearing all the time. If you keep dead-
heading the flowers you will get even more but at the end of the season leave 
one or two flower heads on the plant which you can dry off to collect the seed 
and try growing them for next year. 
 
Our thanks to Brian for a very informative talk and I hope that my dahlias benefit 
from the knowledge I have gained. 
 
Growing Competition Results for Narcissus Sacajawea 
1st - Sarah Davey 
2nd - Lorraine Davey 
3rd - Kate Mulligan 
 
Flower of the Month Competition 
1st - Kate Mulligan - Hellebore 
2nd - Lorraine Davey - Hellebore  
3rd - Jenny Deubert - Corydalis 
 
Forthcoming Events 
Thursday 12th April in the Millennium Hall 
A talk by Derry Watkins on “Late Summer Colour” 
Refreshments will be served from 7.00pm when the doors open and again after 
the talk. 
Visitors welcome £5 payable at the door. 
For further information please contact Karen Day tel. 01460 249728 
 
Also please note an extra talk on 3rd May from 7.00pm at the Millennium Hall 
with Claire Hart on “How to Prepare Vegetables for Showing”. This was 
originally due to take place in January but had to be changed at the last minute. 

Quiz Night at the Volunteer Inn 
 

Michael Harrison 
 
The quiz night held at the Volunteer in February in aid of Prostate Cancer UK 
raised £155. Thank you to everyone who took part in this event. The quiz night 
was held as part of the World's Biggest Pub Quiz, which this year has raised 
nearly £110,000 for various charities in the UK.  
 
Another charity quiz night is being planned to be held at the Volunteer later in 
the year. The regular monthly quiz nights in aid of the Seavington Playing Field 
Association are held at the Volunteer on the fourth Wednesday of each month. 
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Spring 
 

Annie (01460 241762) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer visitors to look out for, visiting our shores from Africa: 
 
Cuckoo 
Plumage: grey overall, wing tips darker; underparts whitish, barred with 
grey, tail slate-grey with white; sexes alike. 
Habitat: Farmland, woodland, moorland, reed-beds. 
Food: Insects, caterpillars etc 
Nest: Lays eggs in the nests of the Meadow Pipit, Reed Warbler and 
Dunnock 
Song: Cu-koo—cu-koo 
 
Nightingale 
Plumage: Upper parts are a plain, warm, brown; underparts are a paler 
grey-brown; pale bill and legs; white throat and rump; rounded tail is 
chestnut red. 
Habitat: Dense undergrowth near bushes, thickets and hedges. 
Nest: 4-5 grey-blue eggs with brown markings are laid in a cup nest 
among ground vegetation. 
Song: A loud and melodious song with warbling notes, finishing in a 
crescendo. 
 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Plumage: Upper parts pale grey-brown; underparts are dirty white with 
dark streaks; crown is whitish with delicate dark stripes; short legs, long 
wings and tail. 
Habitat: Woodland and glades and parks and gardens. It will sit upright on 
its perch and then fly to catch insects before returning to its perch. 
Nest: 4-5 pale blue, brown blotched, eggs in a tree nest. 
Song: A weak but harsh “twee”. 
 

When daisies pied, and violets blue, 
And lady-smocks all silver white, 
And Cuckoo-buds of yellow hue, 
Do paint the meadows with delight, 
The Cuckoo then, on every tree, 
Mocks married men, for thus sings he: 
Cuckoo, cuckoo, cuckoo! O, word of fear, 
Unpleasing to a married ear! 
 

William Shakespeare 
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Whitethroat 
Plumage: Greyish-brown upperparts; chestnut wings. Male—grey head 
and nape. Female—browner grey head and nape. Both sexes have white 
throats and underparts; breast has touches of pink; outer tail feathers 
white. 
Habitat: Hedgerows, scrubs, brambles and thorn bushes. 
Food: Insects and berries. 
Nest: Low down in thickets and hedges. 
Song: The call is a sharp “Tak-Tak” with a scolding “Churr”. The song, 
often emitted in a flittering, dancing, flight is a short scratchy warble of 
rapid notes ending in a shrill chatter. 

Halo Trust Coffee Morning 
 

Joy Madge 
  
Many thanks to everyone in the village who supported the Halo Trust 
Coffee Morning held on 28th. February at Carters Barn. Thanks to your 
support we made £650.00 and this will increase as we have been 
promised more donations. A cheque will be presented to a Trust 
representative at a meeting in Taunton in April. 
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St. Michael’s Church, Seavington 
 

Easter Day 
 

Sunday 1st April 
 

Family Communion Service, 11.30 a.m. 
 

Please come and celebrate with us 
 

The large wooden cross will be out from Easter Saturday 
afternoon for you to decorate with posies of flowers, 
alternatively please bring a posy to Church on Easter Day. 

Plant Sale 

 
Saturday 12th May 
10am to 12pm    
Seavington Millennium Hall 
 
Get your garden off to a flying start! 
Come and buy a wide variety of annuals,  
hardy perennials, shrubs and 
vegetable plants. 
 
Look forward to seeing you there. 
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A Reminder: 

 
County Council 

Complaint ‘phone 
Number 

 
The Somerset County Council 
has a single telephone number 
through which you may report 
problems such as potholes, 
drainage issues etc: 
 
 

0300 123 2224 

 

E & S COMPUTERS 
24a Ditton Street, 

Ilminster, TA19 0BQ 
(Opposite Tesco Garage) 

 

We offer lots of ink, 

and more services than you think. 
Nothing is too much trouble, 

come to us when you’re befuddled. 
If you want to give your computer a kick, 

drop it into us to fix. 

 
01460 259 999 

www.enscomputers.co.uK 
enquiries@enscomputers.co.uK 
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Unit 7 & 9,Cropmead Trading Estate, Crewkerne  
admin@allglass-glazing.co.uk;       01460 73570 

allglass-glazing.co.uk     
 

Come to our new showroom to see our 
range of top quality products all covered 

by a 10 year guarantee 
 8am to 5pm Monday to Friday 

Our family business has 30 years of experience of PVCu 
and Aluminium, windows, doors & conservatories. We 
also offer a range of other home improvements including 
porches, garage doors, fascias, soffits and guttering. 

 

The Warehouse Theatre Ilminster 
Run by Ilminster Entertainment Society (IES), this liƩle 
gem represents one of the best equipped, professional 
standard amateur theatres in the county. Offering high 
quality entertainment throughout the year to audiences 
of all ages, as well as running a thriving Youth Theatre 
and being a venue for local groups and clubs to hire. 

 

Details of future producƟons, audiƟons & membership can be found at 
www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk or call 07943 779880. Tickets can be 
purchased through the website or in Harrimans Menswear, Silver St, 
Ilminster. 
Coming soon: 
 

13TH APRIL ‐ HMS HERON ROYAL NAVY BAND ‘A NIGHT AT THE MOVIES’ 
21ST & 22ND APRIL  ‐ ILE VALLEY FLOWER FESTIVAL 
27TH APRIL – ILMINSTER BELLES SPRING CONCERT 
22ND – 26TH MAY – IES presents ‘HUMBLE BOY’ 
1ST JUNE – MORGAN & WEST TIME TRAVELLING MAGICIANS 
4TH ‐ 7TH JULY – IES presents ‘LADIES IN LAVENDER’ 
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Reyland Autos 

 

Matthew Reyland 
Reyland Autos, Sunnyside Farm, Seavington, Ilminster, TA19 0QB 

01460 242831; 07969 206 866; reyland2016@hotmail.com 

□ Recovery □ Gear Boxes □ Clutches □ Welding & Fabrication 
□ MOTs □ Servicing □ Latest Diagnostic Equipment □ Tyres & Tracking 

Prices: 
 

Punctures  £10.00; Tracking  £20.00 
Wheel Balance  £  5.00—X 2 wheels 

Tyre swaps  £  2.50 per wheel 
 

Second hand tyres £15.00—Any size, including fitting 
Buy 4 new or used tyres and get tracking free 

 KEV’S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk 
GUARANTEED a professional and satisfactory job! 

Friendly team of reliable and trustworthy window cleaners 
 

Window cleaning inside and out 
 

We also empty, unblock and clean guttering, fascias, 
soffits, downpipes and conservatories inside and out. 

 
We can also fix guttering. 

 
Regular and one off cleans 

 

07877 670482 | 07885 451628 
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Parish Annual General Meeting – 20th March 2018  
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 

Chairman of the Parish Council – Nick Loxton – welcomed all to the meeting.   

Public Question Time 

Seven residents attended the meeting but no questions were raised at this point.  
The Minutes of the Parish AGM held on 21st March 2017 were agreed and signed 
as correct. 

Chairman’s remarks – Planning – Two significant developments in the village are 
now nearing completion – Pond Farm with addition of 4 new houses and the 
former Lift West Site adding 13 more houses to the village – 3 of which have 
been gifted to the village by Andrew Whitehouse [former owner of Lift West]. 

Village Car Park and Parking in general around the village – At the beginning of the 
year the Village Car Park [opposite the Volunteer Inn] and Millennium Hall car 
park were white-lined to try and prevent inconsiderate parking.  This seems to 
have had some impact on parking on the village car park. Unfortunately the 
Parish Council has been informed that several cars are being left in the 
Millennium Hall car park and on the field all day but neither the Hall or Shop are 
being used by the drivers.  Could we please reiterate that this car park is 
for Hall and or Shop/Cafe users only. The recent installation of the wooden 
posts [which have caused some consternation] were erected to try and prevent 
damage to the wide grass verge.  Further work is still to be completed on these 
posts.  Inconsiderate parking is also causing a major problem at the junction of 
Water Street and West Street.  Unfortunately the Parish Council cannot directly 
do anything about this.  Any incident of unsafe parking should be reported 
directly to the Police. 

Highways – SIS [Small Improvement Scheme] for the C5021 - we are still awaiting 
further information.  The question of whether the old A303 is classified as a C 
road or the B3168  has been raised the with both Traffic Management at County 
Hall and the Highways Agency but a satisfactory reply is still awaited. 

Pot holes, road side erosion and blocked drains.  Recently some of the pot holes 
and road edge erosion have been rectified.  With regards to blocked drains it is 
not considered to be a problem if the water flows over the top of two drains but 
disappears down the third. Our Ranger has done sterling work on trying to keep 
the gullies clear. County Highways have indicated that a jetter is an expensive 
piece of equipment and only used in extreme cases.  The gullies in The 
Seavingtons were cleaned in June 2017 and the next programmed work is due in 
2019/20.  In the meantime your Parish Council will seek to get the drains 
unblocked by using the Ranger Service provided by the SSDC. 

Speeding and increased volume of farm traffic through the village - Mr Nick Bragg 
from Frogmary Green attended the February Parish Council meeting and 
informed Councillors that the amount of maize to be stored near Ilminster 
would be reduced by some 60% during the next harvesting period, therefore 
reducing the amount of Frogmary Traffic passing though the village.  To try and 
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overcome the perception that all farm vehicles are connected to Frogmary 
Green  Mr Bragg will put signs on all his vehicles.  Mr Bragg also confirmed that 
his drivers have been asked to observe all speed limits. 

Financial Report – Councillor Parsons reported that, to date, some £14,673.45 
of the precept of £14,600 has been spent excluding VAT of £2,029.64 to be 
reclaimed.  The monies for the defibulator, support of the Shop air-co0nditioning 
unit and an extra seat in The Orchard amounting to £2,375.49 have been taken 
from Reserves and Donations received.   

Footpaths and Tree Wardens report – The Parish Council are grateful to our 
Tree Wardens and Footpaths Officer for all the work carried out in the villages, 
most of which will go unnoticed. 

Village web-site – Thanks was given to Eugene Mulligan for his continued 
maintenance and up-dating of the village web-site.  This has enabled the Parish 
Council to adhere to the new Transparency Code and allowed other village 
organisations to keep all residents informed of what is happening in the villages. 

Village organisations – SPFA – Much work has been done on the maintenance 
of the hedges and trees around the field.  Information is being obtained regarding 
the provision of a new overflow car park behind the Millennium Hall and 
investigations made with regard to the re-vamping of the large play area and the 
use of the monies hopefully due from the development of the Lift West Site.  At 
present the SPFA is not actively fund raising, apart from The Village Lottery.    
With regard to funding of the large projects in the pipeline the SPFA know that 
they will have to apply for grants as small fund raising events will not raise 
sufficient monies. 

Community Shop – An improvement in profit has been seen this year and 
hopefully the forecast figures for the year will be met.  Staffing costs for the Cafe 
are the biggest investment but is more than justified by the increase in 
customers.  A new marketing campaign is being instigated in the hope of 
attracting more local trade.  A survey has found that at present 75% of 
customers comes from outside of the village. 

The Seavingtons’s News – continues to be able to deliver a monthly magazine 
to every house in the villages without charge.  However, there has been a drop in 
revenue from advertising and from the wastepaper skip.  It was disappointing to 
see that not everyone in the villages save their wastepaper and cardboard for the 
skip. Any excess revenue is used to give small grants to local organisations.  
Annual accounts will be available in April. 

Youth Club – continues to thrive with around 15 – 20 youngsters attending 
each session.  As well as our own villages these come from surrounding villages 
and Ilminster.  With only 3 adult helpers the Youth Club can only open for two 
sessions a month.  

Community Land Trust – The 3 houses to be gifted to the villages are nearing 
completion.  The Board of Directors now meets on a regular basis.  The AGM of 
the CLT will be held on Tuesday 27th March.   

The complete detailed Minutes of the Parish AGM will appear on the village web-
site within the next two weeks. 
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SPFA Village Lottery 2018-19 
 

Promoter: David Bennett, Orchard Cottage, School Lane, Seavington, TA19 0QD 
 
SPFA Lottery time is approaching.  Collectors will try to call at every house in 
the village.  You can pay them by cheque (preferred) payable to Seavington 
Playing Field Association or by cash.  If you miss a collector’s visit you can fill out 
the form below and post it with a cheque in the external letterbox on the left 
side of the Millennium Hall porch.  No cash in the letterbox please, not covered 
by our insurance . If you have any queries or want further information please call 
our lottery organiser, Jackie Priddle on 01460 240734 or 07706 092578.  
 
You can also download from http://www.theseavingtons.org/community/village-
hall-and-playing-field/annual-finances/.  You can even email a link to friends or 
relatives outside the village!  We can send them email and bank details if needed.  
 
Last year we sold £1,790 of tickets, down £20 on the previous year.  We paid 
out our normal 50% of this pool in prizes - £90 per month for 10 months.  The 
£90 was made up of 5 prizes (£35, £20, £15, and 2x£10).  We are considering 
fewer but bigger prizes in an effort to raise our profile and produce a bigger pot.  
If we can raise a pool of £2500 we could pay out £125 per month, made up, for 
instance, of 3 prizes of £75, £ 30, and £20).  We would appreciate feedback and 
suggestions on this proposal, either to the collectors, into the hall letterbox, or 
by email to spfa@theseavingtons.org.   
 
Money raised will go towards several spending programmes such as catching up 
on tree and hedge work, some of which you may already have seen.  Some 
projects like an overflow car park and new play equipment may also need grants 
as well as matched funding from the lottery, along with money from our existing 
reserves. 

Postal Application for SPFA Village Lottery 2018-19 
 

I / We would like to join / renew our lottery tickets for the year from June 2018
-19 at the cost of £10 per ticket. 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Current ticket No(s) if known ………………………………………. 
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RICHARD CLIFTON 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

Interior and exterior work 
Free written estimates or quotations 
Good preparation; Attention to detail 

 
Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 

 
R A Wicks Ltd 

Fireplaces, Stoves & Flues 

Fireplace Showroom, Chimneys Relined & New Build 
HETAS registered installers 

 

Tel: 01460 74612; www.wicksheaƟng.co.uk 
Fireplace Showroom, Tail Mill Lane, MerrioƩ, TA16 5PF 

 

Dog Grooming by Helen 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 

Curtain making, dressmaking & 
alterations 
 
‘phone Jennifer, South 
Petherton 
01460 242766  
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Portable Appliance Testing (PAT); Electrical Power Quality Analyser 

Periodic Inspection Reports (Domestic and Commercial) 
Fire Alarm and Emergency Light Testing; Wireless Inspection Camera 

 

Domestic & Commercial  Work Undertaken:    
 

 Rewires     ● Additional sockets  

 Extensions     ● Listed building work 

 Computer/Telephone points ●  Whole House sound systems 

 Security and Access Lighting ● CCTV Camera Installation 

 Fire Alarms; Nurse Call Systems ●  Control Panel design & build 

 Electrical accessories  ● Engraving of labels 

 Cable laying and ducting   ● Outside Events 

 Electrical Door/ Gate Systems ● Intercom and Entry Systems 

Mobile: 07808 049034 

 
 

St Margaret’s Support Groups 
Taunton and Yeovil 

 
St Margaret’s Support Groups are open to anyone affected by a life-limiting 
illness – patients, their families and friends. As well as providing an opportunity 
to meet others in similar situations, our trained volunteers can offer visitors: 
  

a listening ear ◊ provide free information ◊ help signpost to other services 
The groups are run on a drop-in basis – there is no need to book or to be referred 

 

Or perhaps you would like to become a volunteer to help run these groups? 
 

St Margaret’s Hospice, Taunton  TA1 5HA Thursdays 2pm-4pm 
Octagon Theatre, Yeovil BA20 1UX 10.30am – 12.30 

 
 For further information please contact Lesley Burgess 

E-mail:  lesley.burgess@st-margarets-hospice.org.uk; Tel: 0845 070 8910 
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All types of Electrical work undertaken at very competitive prices including: 
 

  New Circuits    Electric heating systems 
  Security lighting systems  Control systems 
  Emergency lighting systems Maintenance    
  Appliance testing   Kitchens    
  Bathrooms    Energy saving lighting 
  CCTV Systems   Ventilation systems 

 
Free, No obligation Quotes 

01460 240099 or 07980 674480 
info@dcesystems.co.uk 
www.dcesystems.co.uk 

Introducing your “all year round” 
Garden Maintenance Programme 

 

AYR GARDENING SERVICES 
 

Andrew Hall will bring over 30 
years experience to your garden 

 

 Pruning 
 Clipping 
 Vegetable Gardens 
 Planning and Planting 
 Lawn Care 

 
All Year Round Garden Maintenance 
to suit all household budgets! 
 
Why not give me a call for a free 
(no obligation) consultation 
  
Tel:   01460 241374 
Mob: 0784 996930 

    
Acupuncture is a safe, gentle and 
effective treatment for conditions 

such as back pain, sciatica, 
insomnia, low energy, migraines, 

gynaecology & fertility issues, 
sports injuries etc. 

 
Why not give me a call to see 

if I can help? 
 

Kerry Wratten BSc (Hons) LicAc MBAcC 
 

Tel: 07712 481231 
 

www.kerrywratten-acupuncture.com 
 

Clinics at: Ilminster, Somerset 
Seaton & Hemyock, Devon 

TRADITIONAL 
ACUPUNCTURE 

& CHINESE MEDICINE 
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01460 
200 000 

10 West Street 
Ilminster 

Friendly, professional advice in plain English 
For Home & Business 

www.monkeypuzzlecomputers.com 

PUGSON CONSTRUCTION 
 

General building, Re-pointing, Landscaping,  Chimneys and 
roofing 

Stoves installed by Hetas approved engineer, 
Oftec certified oil tank installations, removal and replacements 

 

Call Nigel in Seavington St Mary for a quote on 01460 391595 
Mobile 07731323005.  nigelpugson@tiscali.co.uk 

NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 
 
 

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years 
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum 

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit 
 

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 
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Seavington Gardening Club 
 

Extra Evening Talk! 
 
 

On Thursday 3rd May we will have an extra 
talk: 

‘How to prepare vegetables for showing’ 
By Claire Hart 

 
This will be a terrific opportunity for vegetable growers to prepare 

you for the Flower Show in August. 
 

Doors open at 7pm for refreshments and the talk will start at 
7.30pm in the Millennium Hall. 

 
Members are free of charge. Visitors are welcome £2 payable on the door 

For more information contact Karen Day 01460 249728 

 Seavington Gardening Club Presents 
an Evening with Derry Watkins 

for a talk about ‘Late Summer Colour’ 

Thursday 12th April at 7.30pm in The Millennium 
Hall, Seavington St Mary, TA19 0QH 

Visitors welcome, £5 payable at the door 
For more information contact Karen Day 01460 249728 

Derry Watkins is a passionate 
plantswoman who has developed her 
nursery based on plants that she has 
discovered on her travels around the world. 
Derry’s passion and enthusiasm for what 
she does is obvious when viewing her 
garden which is an inspirational and 
unique place. It is also home to her Special 
Plants nursery. 
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Over the Counter 
 

Marion Bennett (01460 249522) 
 
 

Do you know anyone who could help? We urgently need a CLEANER 
for the cafe. Days required are MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, 
THURSDAY and FRIDAY FROM 4.00 - 5.00pm. SATURDAY FROM 
2.00 - 3.00pm. PLEASE CONTACT IAN GIBSON FOR FURTHER 
DETAILS. TEL: 01460 249566 
 
As I write this article there are several inches of snow on the ground and we 
can but wonder what has happened to Spring? Of course this is our second bout 
of snow. First time round many of you realised just how important your shop 
"on the doorstep" can be. Although our milk and bread supplies ran out as our 
suppliers couldn't get through, our well stocked shelves provided many of you 
with alternatives and other items to keep you going. We even managed to get 
supplies to a few people who couldn't get out, with customers offering to 
deliver on their way home. I was on the till on the Saturday morning and took 
about twenty phone calls asking whether we were open - we will always do our 
utmost to be open.  
 
Our success and viability as a business depends on your support, not only in an 
emergency, but all year round. If you have been in the Shop in the last couple of 
weeks you will see that we have made a few changes to the layout and the 
feedback has been very positive. There is now a comfortable lounge area which 
extends our cafe seating. Hopefully we will no longer see customers going away 
because the cafe is full. Also we have regrouped some products. Greetings cards 
are now in the craft and stationery area, chilled drinks are with our wide 
selection of alcoholic and soft drinks and dairy products are all in the large 
chiller. 
 
Of course we could not survive without our volunteers. You may think we are 
always saying we need more volunteers, but this really is the case.  If you are 
already a volunteer perhaps you could bring along a friend for one of your shifts 
and if you are not why not give us a try? We don't only need people who are 
happy to operate the till or help in the cafe. There are numerous other jobs 
which have to be done to keep the show on the road, such as checking dates, 
stacking and tidying shelves. Could you help with one of these simple but 
necessary jobs? If so please speak to the person on the till to arrange a taster 
session. You might even find you enjoy yourself!! 
 
Finally we are holding a SPRING QUIZ NIGHT ON FRIDAY 27TH 
APRIL AT 7.30PM IN THE MILLENNIUM HALL. Our Quiz Master will 
be Ian Pamplin, there will be a bar and the ticket price of £8 (in advance) 
includes a delicious supper. Proceeds will go towards maintaining and 
improving the shop and cafe facilities. There will be lots of fun and friendly 
rivalry - don't miss this great night out!  
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SPFA Lottery Draw Results 
 

Jackie Priddle (01460 240734) 
 

Here are the draw results for March 2018: 

First £35 Shirley Farrington 

Second £20 Michael Harrison 

Third £15 Mr R Barrett 

Fourth £10 Mr S Ash 

Fifth £10 Paul Sainsbury 

Village Litter Pick - Saturday 21st April 2018  
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 

The Parish Council is arranging a village litter pick on Saturday 21st  
April.  Litter picking equipment will be obtained from SSDC but if you  
have your own High Viz jacket and gloves that could be useful. 
 
Please meet at the Millennium Hall Car Park, or St Mary's Close at 9.30am so 
that the equipment can be distributed and areas to 'pick' agreed.  
 
Someone will drive around the areas to be cleared picking up any full  
bags as we go during the morning. 
 
Lunch for Litter pickers will be available at The Volunteer Inn after 12  
noon.  It would be useful to have some idea of numbers, so could you  
please let a Parish Councilor know if you intend to join us. 

Easter Egg Hunt & Afternoon Tea 
 

St Michael’s Church Seavington 
Saturday 31st March  

2pm ----- 5pm 
 
The flower ladies of St Michael's Church are holding their first fund 
raising event, an Easter Egg hunt & Afternoon Tea.  
 
Fun for children & adults. Everyone is welcome to join us & see our 
lovely flower arrangements for Easter as well.  
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Seavington Children’s Play Area 
 

Karen Day (01460 249728) 
 

Seavington Playing Field Association would like to redevelop our 
children’s play area. We aim to replace outdated equipment and install 
new equipment which will cater to a wider age range of children. To 
ensure we install the correct equipment could you please complete this 
short questionnaire? 
 
Please rank from 1 to 10 the activities you or your children most enjoy. 1 
being the least popular and 10 the most popular: 

If you could choose just 1 piece of equipment to put in the play area 
what would it be? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Name: …………………………………………………………………… 
 
Postcode: ………………………… 
 
Thank you for your input. 
 
Seavington Playing Field Association. 
 
Please return to the SPFA letter box situated next to the front door of 
the village hall. 
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News from Shepton Beauchamp Pre-School 
 

Lucy Hamnett (07588 842354) 
 

The children had 
a fab time last 
month at world 
book day so we 
thought we'd 
show you a pic-
ture from the 
day! The same 
week we had 
snow which the 
children were 
hugely excited 
about as it was 
the first time 
making snow-
men and sledg-
ing for some.  
 
Bingo at The Duke of York was very successful, thank you to those that 
contributed a prize or came along and joined in. We hope you enjoyed 
the fun and hopefully went home with a prize!  
 
Natalie has now taken over as the safeguarding lead as she has finished all 
her training. Well done Natalie!  
 
Children’s photos – Tempest photography will be coming in to take 
the children’s photos on the 30th April at 9.30am.  
 
Bag 2 School – if you are throwing out any unwanted clothes, bags, 
shoes or soft toys please pop them in a black bag and pass on to Charlie 
directly at Stoke Villa, Robins Lane or by dropping off at the village hall by 
the 17th April.  
 
Toddler Group – Next toddler group is  on Thursday 12th April. All 
welcome, from 0 to pre school age children, along with their parents or 
grandparents.  
 
For more information please call Natalie or Kath 07765 437301 or email in-
fo@sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk or www.sheptonbeauchamppre-
school.co.uk or follow us on Facebook – or just pop in and meet us – we’d love 
to see you! 
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Flix in the Stix 
 

Andrew Overhill (01460 72563) 
 
Hinton St. George ‘Flix in the Stix’ presents ‘GOODBYE 
CHRISTOPHER ROBIN' (PG), on SATURDAY 14th 
APRIL 2018 in the Hinton Village Hall at 7.30 pm. Tickets £5 in 
advance from the Village Shop and Dorothy’s Tea Room, or £5.50p on 
the door.  To reserve Tickets please contact Bob Kefford on 01460 
72563. 
 
After leaving London for the English countryside, writer A.A. Milne starts 
to spin fanciful yarns about his son's growing collection of stuffed 
animals.  These stories form the basis for "Winnie-the-Pooh". 
 
We follow the adventures of AA Milne, his wife Daphne and their son 
Christopher Robin, the success of the books and how this impacts on 
their lives.  Meanwhile the enchanting tales bring hope and comfort to 
the rest of post-war WWI England still struggling with the aftermath of 
the conflict. 

 

SPRING QUIZ NIGHT 
 

Friday 27th April 2018 
at 7.30pm  

Bar open from 7.00pm 
 

Tickets (IN ADVANCE) £8.00 
to include supper 

 
at The Millennium Hall 

Water Street, Seavington St Mary TA19 0QH 
 

Tickets available from Seavington Community Shop 
or ring 01460 249522 

 
Proceeds towards improving facilities in the Shop and Cafe  
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PIANO LESSONS 
 

ALL AGES, ABILITIES, GRADES AND THEORY 
 

ALWAYS WANTED TO PLAY? 
COME AND GIVE IT A TRY—FIRST TWO LESSONS FREE 

Judith Church Dip ABRSM 
Mobile: 07979 104906    Home: 01460 249795 

Dennis Evans Building Services 
Property Refurbishment Services 

 
Painting & Decoration ◊ Wallpaper Hanging ◊ Wall & Floor Tiling 

Plumbing ◊ Bathroom & Kitchen Installations ◊ Plastering 
 

Fully Insured. Estimates and advice without obligation 
 

01460 76139 or 07831 765262 
www.evansbuild.co.uk 
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Brook House Bed & Breakfast, Dowlish Wake 
 

Country house comfort with a very warm welcome 
 

King size room and super King/twin room • ensuite bathrooms 
exceptional quality • guest sitting room • off road parking 

tea and cake on arrival 
 

www.brookhousesomerset.com or call Becky Jam 07841 594342 

Shepton Beauchamp Pre-school 
 

A wonderful Pre-school!  
Caring and experienced staff. 

Happy, confident children.  
Lots of fun, large garden. 

OFSTED Good 2017 
 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 
 9.00 am—3.00 pm  

Friday 9.00 am—1.15 pm  
      

Baby and Toddler Group on 
Thursday mornings 

 

Call Natalie: 07765 437301 or 
info@sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk 

 
 

or meet us at the 
Village Hall.   
We would love to 
see you!  

Oven Cleaning 
 

Ilminster’s independent, environmentally 
friendly, oven cleaning service 

 
 

No fumes, no fuss, just a super shiny 
oven that looks as good as new 

 
 

£50 for a single oven, £60 for a double 
Hobs and extractors from £10 

 
 

See: ovenspa.com for more details 
or call Mick George on: 

 
07843 99 88 96 
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 Jimmy 
James 
CARPENTRY 

& FURNITURE 
 

SINCE 1989 
 

Built-in wardrobes...cabinets… 
Bookcases...kitchens… 

Individually designed and made 
 

For a free quotation 
‘phone me on 

Ilminster (01460) 53889 

 Welcome to the 
New Inn 

Warm & Friendly Welcome 
Bed & Breakfast 
A la Carte Menu 

Local Ciders & Fine Wines 
Monthly Quiz Night 

Large car park  

18th Century Traditional Public House 
Picturesque Beer garden 

Bar Snacks & Chefs Daily Specials 
Locally Supplied Well Kept Real Ales 

Richard’s Home Made Sunday  
Lunch Roasts  

Open 7 days a week  
11.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch & Bar Snacks available until 2.30pm) 

6.00pm – 11.00pm (Evening Meal available until 8.45pm) 
 

Table & Room Bookings - (01460) 52413  
www.newinn-ilminster.co.uk 

 

New Inn, Dowlish Wake, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 ONZ  
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South Somerset RSPB Group 
 

‘Bats, Water Voles & Dormice’ 
 

An illustrated talk presented by Devon ecologist Louise Wooley, who 
will take us on a whistle stop tour of these protected species, their 
ecology, population distribution and future in Devon. 

 
Thursday 19th April - 7.30pm The Millennium Hall, Seavington St Mary 

Entry: Group members £3, non-group members £4, under 18’s free 
(tea/coffee & biscuits included) – wheelchair access 

 
NON-MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 
For further details contact: Denise Chamings (group leader) on 01460 240740 

 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southsomerset 

 
A registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC37654 

HOLIDAY IN SPAIN 
 
Beautiful 3 bedroom modern duplex apartment with communal pool, under 10 
minutes from beach by car - wonderful views from terraces, walking distance to 
local village  of Palau Saverdera.  
 
Beautiful modern apartment on upper 2 floors of a small development 
surrounded by olive groves and vineyards. It offers 3 bedrooms. One double, 
one twin bedded and a single. It is in a quiet position with two large terraces 
giving spectacular views of the Bay of Roses and Pyrenees. The apartment is 
bright and airy and has everything you could possibly need for a relaxing holiday 
including really comfy beds with cool cotton bedding. It offers every luxury 
convenience including heating/air conditioning and WiFi. It overlooks a lovely 
communal pool and gardens. Situated in the village of Palau Saverdera (local 
shops and restaurants) . Palau Saverdera is 4km from the sea at Roses, 12km 
from Figueres (Salvador Dali Museum) and a 45 minute drive from Girona 
airport. The French border -30 minutes. Barcelona by train from Figueras in 90 
minutes. 
 
Apartment available for holiday rentals between June and September 2018; early 
booking recommended. For more details contact Sarah Lawton at 
sarahlawton22@gmail.com or call 07901716819 
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 Editorial:     David Froome & Maria Potts 
 Advertising:     Tony Beresford 
 Production:      Brian & Elaine Edwards 
 Technical & web-site support:  Eugene Mulligan 
 Graphics & Visual Support:   George Brown   

Village web-site: www.theseavingtons.org 
 

Any views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual authors and do 
not necessarily represent the views of the editorial team. Contributions are 
welcomed and may  be submitted electronically or in manuscript to the editor at 
the address on page 1. The contents of this village magazine are the copyright © 
of the Seavingtons' News unless the item concerned carries an alternative 
copyright assertion. However, all information on village activities and events may 
be freely reproduced.  
 

Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Editorial address: Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, 
Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 0QP; news@theseavingtons.org 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 
  SEAVINGTON SHOP AND CAFE 

 
HEALTHY LUNCHES IN OUR CAFE! 

Enjoy homemade soups, salads and sandwiches - all freshly 
prepared and good for your waistline! 

Then spoil yourself with a slice of delicious homemade cake! 
 

 NEXT COMMUNITY LUNCH Monday 9th April.  
A great opportunity to meet your friends and neighbours.  

 

COME AND RELAX IN THE NEW LOUNGE AREA 
Comfy sofas to enjoy your coffee and read the newspaper 

 

BROWSE OUR PAPERBACK BOOK SHELF 
Borrow a book for just £1.00 and if you return it you will get a 50p 

refund. Our selection changes regularly. 
 

BARGAINS IN THE SHOP 
A new selection of quality wines starting at £5.75, sliced bread for your convenience 

 and everyday biscuits from 59p/pack or 2 packs for £1.00  
That's great value! 

 

 Shop opening Monday - Friday 8.30am - 6.00pm, Saturday 9.00am - 3.00pm 
Cafe opening Monday - Friday 8.30am - 4.00pm, Saturday 9.00am - 2.00pm 

Seavingtons' Village Shop & Cafe, Water St, Seavington St Mary TA19 0QH. Tel: 01460 



WILLCLEAN 
 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
 

Based locally in Martock 
 

Top Quality Specialised Cleaning & Value 
for Money Services 

 
Carpet Cleaning 

 
Upholstery Cleaning 

 
Leather Restoration 

 
Stain Protection/Odour Control 

 
End of tenancy or moving in cleans 

 
Call 01935 592701 or 07771 884699 

 
For your Free Quotation 

 
Fully insured and industry trained 

 
more details and services may be found at: 

 
www.yeovil-carpet-cleaning.co.uk 
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