
September 2018 

THE 

Village Flower Show Results: pages 18—21 



 KEV’S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

www.kevscleaningservices.co.uk 
GUARANTEED a professional and satisfactory job! 

Friendly team of reliable and trustworthy window cleaners 
 

Window cleaning inside and out 
 

We also empty, unblock and clean guttering, fascias, 
soffits, downpipes and conservatories inside and out. 

 
We can also fix guttering. 

 
Regular and one off cleans 

 

07877 670482 | 07885 451628 



September 2018 

 

1 

 
These days most of us are “connected” as the urban cognoscenti would 
say. That is, we use the Internet to support our daily lives whether it is 
through e-mail, on-line shopping or merely searching for information.  
 
There are those that tell us that the Internet promises death to local shops 
and, closer to home, local newspapers. I have long pondered the question 
of whether our Seavington residents read this magazine; judging from the 
lack of response to the occasional questions that I pose, I incline to the 
view that many do not. At least, these days, it probably doesn’t suffer the 
indignity of having a hole in the corner and a string loop! 
 
There is, of course, an alternative: www.theseavingtons.org, our village web
-site, offers a wealth of information about our communities and can be 
updated promptly rather than waiting for the passing of a monthly deadline. 
 
If you haven’t visited the web-site recently or, indeed, have never visited it, 
I recommend a quiet few minutes browsing. As well as current news, dates 
of events and so on there is an interesting picture gallery, as highlighted by 
our Gardening Club on page 6 of this issue. Although we occasionally 
produce a colour supplement and can reproduce black and white pictures, 
albeit somewhat crudely, we cannot compete with the scale and quality of 
the web-site. Please send us your views on the future of our village 
magazine and web-site; should they both continue, complementary, as at 
present? 
 
David Froome 

T h e  S e av i n g t o n s ’  N ew s  

DON’T FORGET 
 

The Newspaper Skip!           pm Friday 14th September               
            until am Monday 17th September 
 
The Latest Copy Date                    is the 20th September 
for the next issue   
 
Editorial content and diary entries to: 

David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,  
    TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org 
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All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall 
For bookings call 07905 215993 or hallbookings@theseavingtons.org 

4th September  Deadline for heating oil orders through 
village discount scheme—p 10 

8th September 7.30 pm Flix in the Stix “The Greatest Showman” in 
Hinton St George village hall—p 10 

10th September noon Community Lunch in Village Café  - p 28 

10th September 6.30 pm Village Youth Club resumes meeting for 
Autumn term—p 10 

13th September 7.30 pm Gardening Club talk on grasses—p 7 

17th September 7.30 pm Seavington Playing Field Association (SPFA) 
AGM—p 11 

13th October 7.00 pm Village Harvest Home—p 24 

   

Regular Activities  

2nd  Monday noon Community Lunch in Village Café  

3rd Tuesday 7.00 pm Parish Council Meeting in Village Café  

3rd Wednesday 10.30am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café  

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club 

To keep up to date, check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and 
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village 
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and 
let them keep in touch as well. 

www.theseavingtons.org 

18th September 7.00 pm Parish Council meeting in Village Café—p 7 

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — F o r t h c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
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 Annual Monthly  

Full Page  £ 100  £ 12  
½ Page  £  50  £  6  
¼ Page  £  28  £  4  

Advertising enquiries to: adverts@theseavingtons.org 

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s  

   

2nd September 11.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

9th September 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9th September 11.30 am Café Church in Seavington Café  

16th September 11.30 am Holy Communion (CW) 

23rd September 11.30 am Morning Prayer 

30th September 

Rev Tom Handy telephone: 01460 240377; revdtomhandy@hotmail.com 

Services at South Petherton 8.00 am & 9.30 am 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n  

The Seavingtons’  Weather in  Ju ly  2018 

 This year—2018 Previous year—2017 

Temperature   

Average Minimum         13.10°C       12.63C 

Average Maximum         24.82°C       21.98°C 

Mean         18.96°C       17.31°C 

Rainfall   

Monthly Total         30.1 mm (1.20")       86.6 mm (3.46") 

Total for the year       428.5 mm (17.14")      451.9 mm (18.08") 

Oh for steady rainfall! 
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Fire Drama at Upton Lane 
 

On Friday 3rd August we had the drama of fire engines through the villages 
to attend to a fire in a  field at the rear of houses in Upton Lane. Apparently, 
in spite of the recent dry weather and tinder-like vegetation, a resident 
decided to have a bonfire. 
 
Fire appliances from Ilminster and Chard dealt with the blaze using hose reel 
jets, drag forks and beaters. It took them an hour and a half to contain the 
fire and render the area safe. 
 
About 30m of a hedge had caught fire and the flames had rapidly spread to a 
field of cereals belonging to Upper Hurcott Farm. According to farmer 
Andrew Doble, it was lucky that the combine harvester had already been 
round the edge of the field leaving the strip of stubble which caught fire. 
Fortunately, the Fire Brigade arrived before it spread to the remainder of the 
crop saving the loss of a year’s harvest. 
 
This incident emphasises that bonfires can not only be anti-social by 
spreading smoke to nearby homes and gardens but can also be extremely 
dangerous if not lit prudently under the right weather conditions. 

Ilminster Thursday Group 
 

Jane Pearce (01460 259596) 
 
Winter 2018 season of talks 
 
This friendly group meets weekly on a Thursday morning between 
September and March at the Warehouse Theatre, Brewery Lane, Ilminster 
TA19 9AD for a variety of entertaining and interesting talks.  With its tiered 
seating, large screen and excellent sound system, the venue is ideal. 
 
The talks this season will be very varied - from Medecins Sans Frontieres to 
Travelling in Nomad Overland to Singapore and The Beauty of Stained Glass 
and Illuminated Manuscripts. Also featuring will be local author, poet and 
historian, James Crowden with a talk entitled The Bad Winter, Dartmoor.  
We will also learn about history and the work of The British Legion, 
Somerset Waterways and Canals and much more. This is a selection of the 
talks every Thursday from September 27th to November 29th with a new 
programme beginning in the new year   
 
There are nearly 200 members and with an annual subscription of only £20 
for 20 talks, it is excellent value. New members are always welcome, or 
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Village Mart 
The Seavingtons’ News is pleased to offer a free advertising service to village 
residents provided that the advertisement is of a non-commercial nature. 

Quantity of A3 printer/copier paper, some good quality, some 
everyday.  About 60 mm thick.  Free to collect.  Call John on: 01460 
240805  

September 27 Medecins sans Frontieres – Why do Families Become 
Refugees – Flowa Holdsworth 

October 4 Perception and Deception - challenging the very idea of 
‘reality’ itself – David Crowman 

October 11 Somerset Waterways and Canals – Peter Stanier 

October 18 An Artist in Tropical America – Nigel Hughes 

October 25 The Bad Winter, Dartmoor – James Crowden 

November 1 Travelling in Nomad Overland to Singapore – Ann and 
Clive Baker  

November 8 Part 2 of above 

November 27 The Beauty of Stained Glass and Illuminated Manuscripts 
– Susan Smith  

November 15 The Story of the Symphony Orchestra – Clive Bate 

November 22 The History and Work of the Royal British Legion – Paul 
Bunce  

come as a visitor for only £3 a talk. Coffee and tea are available when the 
doors open at 9.15 for a 10.15 start.  
 
The new season begins on the 27th of September with the programme 
below - put it on your calendar! For further information ring me, Jane 
Pearce, on 01460 259596. 

Pine combined cot and toddler bed with good mattress. High cot sides 
removable with bed lowered to near floor level for toddler or can be 
used as conventional cot. £20 ono. 
Call: 01460 249445 
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Seavington Gardening Club 
 

Kate Mulligan (01460 242023) 
 
Flower Show 11th August 2018 
 
Normally the weather always gets a mention when writing about the 
Flower Show and this year was no exception. It even managed to make 
national headlines, several times, for the extremes of temperatures 
reached. Still the sowers, growers, makers and bakers did us proud and 
we were able to put on a successful show. Remarkably, entries were 
slightly up on last year although some classes did struggle to compete. 
The judges commented on the excellent standards achieved and even 
praised one of the vegetable classes as almost deserving first prize for 
every entry in the variety and range of produce. Thank you to the judges 
for giving their time and expertise. 
 
Thanks to Mike Pollock for presenting the prizes, the Gardening Club 
Committee for organising the event and to Annie for running the raffle. 
More thanks also to all the volunteers who helped out before, during 
and after the show. Without them it would have been impossible to 
stage such an enjoyable social occasion making it so much more than just 
a village Flower Show. 
 
For all those who had a go and entered one or more of the classes a 
great big thank you and hopefully it has inspired more of you to have a 
go next year. 
 
To see photographs please visit the village website: 
www.theseavingtons.org/community/picture-gallery/flower-show-2018 
 
A full list of results is attached to this copy of the magazine but here is 
just a summary:  
 
Cup Winners 
Division 1 Flowers - Karen Day 
Division 2 Vegetables - Vernon White 
Division 3 Home Baking - Janet Pollock 
Division 4 Children’s Class - Joseph Sainsbury 
Photography and Craft - Roger Wotton 
Best Floral Exhibit - Karen Day 
RHS Grenfell Medal for Best Floral Arrangement - Sheila Reyland 
Winner of Most Popular Class - Photography - joint winners Carol 
Maine and Tony Farrington 
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Members Growing Competition - Pat Amos 
Overall Winner - Vernon White 
 
Forthcoming Events: 
 
Our Autumn Programme begins again this September in the Millennium 
Hall. 
 
Thursday 13th September at 7.30 a talk by The Gold Club on “Grasses”.  
There will be plants for sale. 
 
Doors open 7.00pm with refreshments being served before and after the 
talk. There will also be a raffle. Visitors welcome - £2 payable at the 
door.  
 
Don’t forget Flower of the Month  competition resumes at this meeting - 
for members only. 
 
Thursday 20th September at 10.30am - visit to Castle Gardens (garden 
centre) Sherborne for a talk followed by a 25% discount shopping 
opportunity. 
 
For further information on any of these please contact Karen Day tel. 
01460 249728. 

Parish Council—Change of Venue 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 

The Parish Council is changing the venue for its meetings commencing 
with the 18th September meeting.  The Committee of the Community 
Shop/Café has agreed that we can use the Café for future meetings. 
[Time will remain the same - 7.00pm] The reason for this is that the SPFA 
have a booking for the Main Hall for a Yoga class every Tuesday evening 
from September.  The small Meeting Room is fine when it is just 
Councillors but as any number of members of the public can attend any 
Parish Council meeting it was agreed that a change of venue would be the 
best option.  
 
Over the last few months there have been several occasions when we 
have had to move to the Main Hall for Public Question Time. 
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Over-the-counter  
 

Ray Catling (01460 419900) 
 

As I start writing, the rain is coming down hard. After weeks of dry hot 
weather with the grass looking like shredded wheat the change is almost 
a welcome 
 
I visit the shop most days with the air-conditioning keeping me cool along 
with all the chocolate on display and preventing the fridges and freezers 
having to overwork and increase our electricity bill.  
 
The shop provides a wide range of products for sale. We have a small 
supply of bread but more can be ordered along with newspapers on a 
daily demand. Other services are provided,  for example a popular book 
exchange:  donated books can be purchased for £1 and then returned to 
the shop for a 50 pence refund.  
 
Parcels can be dropped off and a machine is installed from Hermes which 
prints off a sticky label for  £2.90  to attach to a parcel of up to 5 kg in 
weight for UK delivery. Any parcel labelled from the Hermes website can 
be scanned into the system! There is also free Wi-Fi and desktop PC  and 
photocopies are available at a nominal cost. 
 
Local artists have the opportunity to display their works for sale. At the 
time of writing we have a display of ceramics by Nicola Harman and 
various paintings by Judy Talbot. 
 
The village hall has financed an overfill car park off of the existing car park 
doubling the available spaces from 20 to 40 and we still have the field for 
busy events. The committee is always looking for more volunteers to 
help for a few hours in the shop or cafe. Two new volunteers started 
recently and we welcome them. 
 
The cafe is very busy providing great food and drinks. The manager and 
cook Jane and assistant cook Lorraine and volunteers provide a high level 
of service with specials on the menu in addition to the normal breakfast 
lunch and snack items. 
 
So to all our customers and prospective customers from near and far 
please visit and spend your money as often as you can. The shop or cafe 
has become such an important place for so many people. The more we 
use it, the more we do to secure its long-time future.  
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Summer Days 
 

Annie (01460 241762) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August is a quiet time for birds. The breeding season is over. Adult birds 
are tired and need to rest and shed their feathers for a new set. As 
August slips into September the moult is over and birds are feather-
perfect again. It is also a time for garden birds to go on vacation to the 
copses and woods, for a much needed rest! 
 
It is time to clean nest-boxes and for new ones to be erected so that they 
may “weather” in time for the following Spring. 
 
Some of the summer visitors are still around but by the start of August 
the Cuckoo will have departed for Africa; followed by the Swift and 
Whitethroat. 
 
Swallows and House Martins may still be feeding youngsters from their 
third brood and there is still a plentiful supply of flying insects. As each 
day passes though, increasing numbers amass on telegraph wires. They 
are noisily chattering and restless. Suddenly, they will rise high in the sky 
calling excitedly and giving the impression that migration has begun but 
they soon settle back on the wires. Over the coming days more will join 
the ever-growing group. Suddenly, the wind may change direction or 
there might be a “whiff-in-the-air” and off on the long journey to Africa 
they go! It is a journey of some 6.000 miles but House Martins and 
Swallows are daytime migrants and able to feed en route. 
 
During September look-out for Pied Wagtails. Observe them enjoying the 
many midges and flies; rushing after them and dancing into the air. On the 
ground, they strut purposely, looking all around them, their long tails 
constantly flicking. 
 
As we approach Autumn, look-out for seasonal changes eg the Robin is 
beginning to sing again. 

Sing a song of Summer days, 
Leaf nooks and shady ways, 
Nodding roses, apples red, 
Clover like a carpet spread, 
Stretch of meadows, splashed with dew, 
Silver clouds with sunlight through. 
 

Anon 
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Seavington Youth Club 
 

Janine Lewis (chair) (07922181948) 
 
Youth club will resume in September and will run on the following dates 
at the Millennium Hall. 

Sessions run on Monday evenings from 6.30 until 7.45 pm.  Always a 
warm welcome, tuck shop and plenty to do.  For youngsters from 8 
years +. For any further information contact me as above. 

September 10th & 24th January 14th & 28th May 13th 

Oct 15th February 11th June 10th & 24th 

November 12th & 26th March 4th & 18th July 8th 

December 10th April 1st & 29th  

Flix in the Stix 
 

Andrew Overhill (01460 72563) 
 
Hinton St. George ‘Flix in the Stix’ presents ‘THE GREATEST 
SHOWMAN' (PG), on Saturday 8th September 2018 in the Hinton 
Village Hall at 7.30 pm—starring Hugh Jackman, Zac Efron, Michelle 
Williams & Rebecca Ferguson 
  
Tickets £5 in advance from the Village Shop and Dorothy’s Tea Room, or 
£5.50p on the door.  DOORS OPEN 7.00 pm.  To reserve Tickets please 
contact Bob Kefford on 01460 72563. 
 
‘The Greatest Showman’ is an original musical that celebrates the birth of 
show business & tells of a visionary who rose from nothing to create a 
spectacle that became a worldwide sensation. The film is a fun-packed, 
old-fashioned movie musical that was a big box-office hit last year. 

Seavington Villages Oil Run 
 

Nigel Key  (01460 241540) 
 
The next order will be placed on 5 September. If you would like some oil 
and have not sent me a request please make contact by 4 September at 
the latest. 
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NEWCHESTER FARMHOUSE B&B 
 

Broadway, Merriott TA16 5QH 
 

Moved from the Beeches, Seavington, the new B&B is now open 
 

3 ensuite rooms, comfy beds, full breakfasts, cake on arrival 
www.southsomersetbandb.co.uk 

 
contact Abby t: 01460 73917 m: 07779 606620 

Seavington Playing Field AssociaƟon 

NoƟce of Annual General 
MeeƟng  

At Seavington Millennium Hall 
7:30pm on Monday 17 September 2018 

The accounts for the year to 31 March 2018 are available on the village website. 
Please contact the Treasurer (david.benneƩ20@bƟnternet.com)  

if you have any quesƟons.   
Any items of business to be raised can be sent to the Chairman at 

spfa@theseavington.org 

 
Seavington Playing Field Association                   Registered Charity No: 268986 

SAVE THE DATE! 
BARN DANCE  

IN THE MILLENNIUM HALL 
FRIDAY 9th NOVEMBER @ 

7.30pm 
 

in aid of  Seavington Community Shop funds 
See full details in the October edition of  the 

Seavingtons' News 
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Unit 7 & 9,Cropmead Trading Estate, Crewkerne  
admin@allglass-glazing.co.uk;       01460 73570 

allglass-glazing.co.uk     
 

Come to our new showroom to see our 
range of top quality products all covered 

by a 10 year guarantee 
 8am to 5pm Monday to Friday 

Our family business has 30 years of experience of PVCu 
and Aluminium, windows, doors & conservatories. We 
also offer a range of other home improvements including 
porches, garage doors, fascias, soffits and guttering. 

 

The Warehouse Theatre Ilminster 
Run by Ilminster Entertainment Society (IES), this little 
gem represents one of the best equipped, professional 
standard amateur theatres in the county. Offering high 
quality entertainment throughout the year to audiences of 
all ages, as well as running a thriving Youth Theatre and 
being a venue for local groups and clubs to hire. 
 

Details of future productions, auditions & membership can be found at 
www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk or call 07943 779880. Tickets can be 
purchased through the website or in Harrimans Menswear, Silver St, 
Ilminster. 
 

Coming soon:  
 

12th – 15th SEPT – D & M Productions present ‘RAVENSCROFT’ 
20th SEPT – Social Evening 
28th SEPT – Everyone Loves A Wedding Dress 
7th OCT – ‘Homes Movies’ 
18th OCT – Social Evening 
24 th  – 17th OCT -   ‘Bunch of Amateurs’ 
8 th NOV -  Evening with Paddy Ashdown  
9th NOV – Comedy Night  
15th NOV -  Social Evening 
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RICHARD CLIFTON 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 

 

Interior and exterior work 
Free written estimates or quotations 
Good preparation; Attention to detail 

 
Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882 

 

Dog Grooming by Helen 
 

Friendly Home Environment 
Will Collect and Deliver 

 

Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends 
Please ‘phone Helen 

Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053 

Curtain making, dressmaking & 
alterations 
 
‘phone Jennifer, South 
Petherton 
01460 242766  

 R A Wicks Ltd 
Fireplaces, Stoves & Flues 

Fireplace Showroom, Chimneys Relined & New Build 
HETAS registered installers 

 

Tel: 01460 74612; www.wicksheating.co.uk 
Fireplace Showroom, Tail Mill Lane, Merriott, TA16 5PF 
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Portable Appliance Testing (PAT); Electrical Power Quality Analyser 

Periodic Inspection Reports (Domestic and Commercial) 
Fire Alarm and Emergency Light Testing; Wireless Inspection Camera 

 

Domestic & Commercial  Work Undertaken:    
 

 Rewires     ● Additional sockets  

 Extensions     ● Listed building work 

 Computer/Telephone points ●  Whole House sound systems 

 Security and Access Lighting ● CCTV Camera Installation 

 Fire Alarms; Nurse Call Systems ●  Control Panel design & build 

 Electrical accessories  ● Engraving of labels 

 Cable laying and ducting   ● Outside Events 

 Electrical Door/ Gate Systems ● Intercom and Entry Systems 

Mobile: 07808 049034 

 
 

St Margaret’s Support Groups 
Taunton and Yeovil 

 
St Margaret’s Support Groups are open to anyone affected by a life-limiting 
illness – patients, their families and friends. As well as providing an opportunity 
to meet others in similar situations, our trained volunteers can offer visitors: 
  

a listening ear ◊ provide free information ◊ help signpost to other services 
The groups are run on a drop-in basis – there is no need to book or to be referred 

 

Or perhaps you would like to become a volunteer to help run these groups? 
 

St Margaret’s Hospice, Taunton  TA1 5HA Thursdays 2pm-4pm 
Octagon Theatre, Yeovil BA20 1UX 10.30am – 12.30 

 
 For further information please contact Lesley Burgess 

E-mail:  lesley.burgess@st-margarets-hospice.org.uk; Tel: 0845 070 8910 
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All types of Electrical work undertaken at very competitive prices including: 
 

  New Circuits    Electric heating systems 
  Security lighting systems  Control systems 
  Emergency lighting systems Maintenance    
  Appliance testing   Kitchens    
  Bathrooms    Energy saving lighting 
  CCTV Systems   Ventilation systems 

 
Free, No obligation Quotes 

01460 240099 or 07980 674480 
info@dcesystems.co.uk 
www.dcesystems.co.uk 

Introducing your “all year round” 
Garden Maintenance Programme 

 

AYR GARDENING SERVICES 
 

Andrew Hall will bring over 30 
years experience to your garden 

 

 Pruning 
 Clipping 
 Vegetable Gardens 
 Planning and Planting 
 Lawn Care 

 
All Year Round Garden Maintenance 
to suit all household budgets! 
 
Why not give me a call for a free 
(no obligation) consultation 
  
Tel:   01460 241374 
Mob: 07824 996930 

    
Acupuncture is a safe, gentle and 
effective treatment for conditions 

such as back pain, sciatica, 
insomnia, low energy, migraines, 

gynaecology & fertility issues, 
sports injuries etc. 

 
Why not give me a call to see 

if I can help? 
 

Kerry Wratten BSc (Hons) LicAc MBAcC 
 

Tel: 07712 481231 
 

www.kerrywratten-acupuncture.com 
 

Clinics at: Ilminster, Somerset 
Seaton & Hemyock, Devon 

TRADITIONAL 
ACUPUNCTURE 

& CHINESE MEDICINE 
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01460 
200 000 

10 West Street 
Ilminster 

Friendly, professional advice in plain English 
For Home & Business 

www.monkeypuzzlecomputers.com 

PUGSON CONSTRUCTION 
 

General building, Re-pointing, Landscaping,  Chimneys and 
roofing 

Stoves installed by Hetas approved engineer, 
Oftec certified oil tank installations, removal and replacements 

 

Call Nigel in Seavington St Mary for a quote on 01460 391595 
Mobile 07731323005.  nigelpugson@tiscali.co.uk 

NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 
 
 

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years 
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum 

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit 
 

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 
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SPFA Lottery 
 

Jackie Priddle ( 07706 092578) 
 
On behalf of the SPFA i would like to thank you for taking part in the 
2018/19 lottery. As you will see the lottery is off to a good start there are 
over 200 numbers in the draw. 
 
If you would like to see the numbers being drawn it take's place on Monday's 
near to the end of the each month. I wish you all good luck.  
 
The winners for the past three months were: 

June 2018 July 2018 August 2018 

1st Mark Simmius 1st Frankie Ash 1st Nigel England 

2nd Graham Bonning  2nd Malcolm Cargen 2nd Pauline Long 

3rd Ethan Ash 3rd Matilda Whitefield 3rd Georgina Ash 

4th Ian & Terri Gibson 4th Judith Bonning 4th Deidre Cargen 

5th Pauline Parsons 5th Matthew Baker 5th Rhona Ash   

Art in the Seavington Store & Café 
 

Carol Talbot (01460 241478) 
 
We are very happy to welcome Sally Kent to the Shop and Cafe for 
September and October as our guest crafter/artist. Sally is based locally often 
using our beautiful region as inspiration. Sally makes stunning items, large and 
small from fused glass in glorious colours, some with metal inclusions. She 
takes commissions for her work and also runs courses. Her work is both 
unique and beautiful. 
 
We also welcome Carol Talbot, lifelong Seavington resident. Yes, afraid so, 
me! I’ve been making felted pictures for a while, inspired by my favourite felt 
artist Moy Mackay (look her up on Google). Basically you take dyed fleece, 
using small fluffy pieces you layer them up into a picture, then felt together 
with hot water and soap. At this stage you’re not quite sure what you’ll end 
up with! Then it’s needle felted, machine sewn and hand embroidered, 
eventually creating a unique piece of art. Very time consuming, but addictive. 
 
I hope you will be able to visit and take a look, enjoying the art from Sue and 
myself. 
 
Carol Talbot and Thandi Wilson. 
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Tesco Funding 
 

Karen Day (01460  249728) 
 

On behalf of the Seavington Playing Field Association a big THANK YOU 
to everyone who put their charity token in the Seavington box when they 
were shopping in Tesco during May and June. 
 
We came second and have been awarded £2,000 towards our project. As 
some of you will no doubt have seen this is well underway with the toddlers 
play equipment now installed in the main play area, new picnic benches in 
the hall garden and the expanded parking area installed and open for use. 
 
In the coming months you will see the bunds of the new car park seeded 
with grass and wild flowers, planted with spring bulbs and trees planted 
along the edge to encourage birds and wildlife. 
 
The £2,000 we have been awarded will go towards the improvements we 
wish to make towards the hall garden, which include creating a larger patio 
area. We will also make this garden more accessible from the hall for 
disabled users. 
 
Thanks again to everyone for your help and support. 

Overall Show Results 
 
1st—Vernon White 
2nd—Cynthia Brown 
3rd—Karen Day 
 
Best Floral Exhibit: 
 
Karen Day 
 
Members’ Growing Competition Winner: 
 
Pat Amos 
 
RHS Grenfell Medal (Best Floral Arrangement) 
 
Sheila Reyland 
 
Winner of the Most Popular Class*: 
 
Tony Farrington and Carol Maine 
 
* Classes 59 & 60 received 12 entries each 
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Parish Council – August 2018 
 

Pauline Parsons (01460 240193) 
 
Although no Parish Council meeting has taken place in August Councillors 
are working to solve several outstanding issues 
 
 Meeting with County Highways  - Parish Councillors met with an officer 
from County Highways and discussed the following: 
 
1.  Conditions in Rooksmead and Longforward Lane.  Councillors were 
advised that debris in the lanes, hedging and the state of the ditch were 
down to the local farmers.  Assurances were given verbally [but written 
confirmation was requested] that should the verge/road collapse into the 
stream in Rooksmead Lane that the farmer would not be held responsible.  
Once this work is done County Highways will look to shore up the edge 
to prevent further collapses.  Parish Council has contacted both farmers 
involved with these areas in the hope that the necessary works will be 
carried out shortly.  County Highways will look at road edge erosion and 
potholes when these works have been completed.  A request has also 
been made for the faded 30mph sign by the stream in Rooksmeade Lane 
to be replaced. 
 
2.  Drain opposite Rooksmead Lane to the western side of Ile Bridge.  
Advice was given that this gulley was jetted no more than two years ago.  
It was agreed that the jetting had not resolved the flooding problem so 
works will be carried out to investigate what could be a collapsed drain. 
3.  Tree at the top of Water Street.  Parish Councillors had been informed 
that branches on the tree in the verge had recently been removed by Hi-
Line as they were overhanging cables.  It was agreed that this has probably 
made the tree lopsided and County Highways will ask for a tree specialist 
to investigate this with a view to cutting off some branches that are now 
overhanging the road.  This was felt to be an important issue as children 
stand under the tree when waiting for school buses. 
 
4.  Councillors were advised to contact another Highways officer with 
regard to the moving of the 30mph signs both on the western and eastern 
edges of the village on the C5021.  It was felt that the movement of the 
sign close to the new Falcon Close development is now becoming more 
urgent.  The suggestion that the sign closest to the Falcon Close site be 
moved to the west towards St Mary’s Church was first made when the 
planning application was initially discussed. 
 
5.  Concern was expressed as to the amount of ragwort that is seen along 
roadside verges.  Councillors were advised that if any ragwort is seen 
along routes maintained by County Highways that this should be reported 
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News from Shepton Beauchamp Pre-school 
 

Lucy Hammnett (07588 842354) 
 
Welcome back to all the children at Shepton Beauchamp Pre-School! We 
are all very excited for the start of the new school year and have lots 
planned for the term ahead. Our topic for the first half term will be 
‘People who help us', so we will hopefully get a few visits from these 
people including dentists, police, fire service, paramedics and of course 
Father Geoff.  
 
Dates for your diary  
3rd and 4th September - Inset days  
5th September- Back to Pre-School! 
1st October - Pre-School AGM – parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles or 
anyone who wants to get involved in the running of pre school! We need 
your help so please come along if you are interested in joining the 
committee. You will be very welcome!  
29th October – Half term week 
5th November  - Pre-School starts 
 
Toddler Group – Next toddler group is  on Thursday 6th September. 
All welcome, from 0 to pre school age children, along with their parents 
or grandparents.  
 
For more information please call Natalie or Kath 07765 437301 or email 
info@sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk or www.sheptonbeauchamppre-
school.co.uk or follow us on Facebook – or just pop in and meet us – we’d love 
to see you! 

– please use the County number 0300 123 2224 – and it will be pulled.  
However ragwort on major routes, such as the A303, is the responsibility 
of The Highways Agency. 
 
6.  The Officer meeting with Councillors was unable to help any further 
with regard to the diversion notices which have appeared recently when 
the Ilminster By-Pass is closed.  This matter will be taken up again with 
our Local County Councillor as several telephone calls and e-mails have 
been ignored by both County Traffic Management and the Highways 
Agency. 
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VILLAGE HARVEST HOME 
IN THE MILLENNIUM HALL 

 
SATURDAY  - 13TH OCTOBER 2018  
Doors open 6.45pm to eat at 7.00pm  

 
This event is being organised by Seavington St Michael Church Flower Ladies 

 
Ticket price for a 3-course meal  
Adults - £12.00 
Children under 12 - £7.50        [Under 5s free] 
 
Bring your own drink 
 
Tickets will be on sale at Seavington Community Shop from mid September. 
Numbers will be limited so please buy your ticket early  
 
If you would like more information please contact 
Sheila Reyland on 01460 241238 
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Brook House Bed & Breakfast, Dowlish Wake 
 

Country house comfort with a very warm welcome 
 

King size room and super King/twin room • ensuite bathrooms 
exceptional quality • guest sitting room • off road parking 

tea and cake on arrival 
 
 

www.brookhousesomerset.com or call Becky Jam 07841 594342 

Shepton Beauchamp Pre-school 
 

A wonderful Pre-school!  
Caring and experienced staff. 

Happy, confident children.  
Lots of fun, large garden. 

OFSTED Good 2017 
 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 
 9.00 am—3.00 pm  

Friday 9.00 am—1.15 pm  
      

Baby and Toddler Group on 
Thursday mornings 

 

Call Natalie: 07765 437301 or 
info@sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk 

 
 

or meet us at the 
Village Hall.   
We would love to 
see you!  

Oven Cleaning 
 

Ilminster’s independent, environmentally 
friendly, oven cleaning service 

 
 

No fumes, no fuss, just a super shiny 
oven that looks as good as new 

 
 

£50 for a single oven, £60 for a double 
Hobs and extractors from £10 

 
 

See: ovenspa.com for more details 
or call Mick George on: 

 
07843 99 88 96 
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 Jimmy 
James 
CARPENTRY 

& FURNITURE 
 

SINCE 1989 
 

Built-in wardrobes...cabinets… 
Bookcases...kitchens… 

Individually designed and made 
 

For a free quotation 
‘phone me on 

Ilminster (01460) 53889 

 

PIANO LESSONS 
 

ALL AGES, ABILITIES, GRADES AND THEORY 
 

ALWAYS WANTED TO PLAY? 
COME AND GIVE IT A TRY—FIRST TWO LESSONS FREE 

Judith Church Dip ABRSM 
Mobile: 07979 104906    Home: 01460 249795 

Dennis Evans Building Services 
Property Refurbishment Services 

 
Painting & Decoration ◊ Wallpaper Hanging ◊ Wall & Floor Tiling 

Plumbing ◊ Bathroom & Kitchen Installations ◊ Plastering 
 

Fully Insured. Estimates and advice without obligation 
 

01460 76139 or 07831 765262 
www.evansbuild.co.uk 
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A Reminder: 

 
County Council 

Complaint ‘phone 
Number 

 
The Somerset County Council 
has a single telephone number 
through which you may report 
problems such as potholes, 
drainage issues etc: 
 
 

0300 123 2224 

SOUTH SOMERSET RSPB GROUP 
 

Annual General Meeting  
followed by 

‘Winterbourne Down RSPB Reserve                                                     
Creating a Nature Reserve from bare ground’ 

 
An illustrated talk presented by Patrick Cashman (Site Manager) who will tell us 
the story of the first 12 years of how the RSPB changed an arable farm in 
Wiltshire to a chalk grassland landscape full of wild flowers, butterflies and 
nesting stone curlew. 

 
Thursday 20th September - 7.30pm The Millennium Hall, Seavington St Mary 

Entry: Group members £3, non-group members £4, under 18’s free 
(tea/coffee & biscuits included) – wheelchair access 

 
NON-MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 

 
For further details contact: Denise Chamings (group leader) on 01460240740 

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southsomerset 
 

A registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC37654 
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 Editorial:     David Froome & Maria Potts 
 Advertising:     Tony Beresford 
 Production:      Brian & Elaine Edwards 
 Technical & web-site support:  Eugene Mulligan 
 Graphics & Visual Support:   George Brown   

Village web-site: www.theseavingtons.org 
 

Any views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual authors and do 
not necessarily represent the views of the editorial team. Contributions are 
welcomed and may  be submitted electronically or in manuscript to the editor at 
the address on page 1. The contents of this village magazine are the copyright © 
of the Seavingtons' News unless the item concerned carries an alternative 
copyright assertion. However, all information on village activities and events may 
be freely reproduced.  
 

Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have 
any questions. 
 
Editorial address: Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, 
Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 0QP; news@theseavingtons.org 

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m  

 SEAVINGTON SHOP AND CAFE 
 

KEEPING IT LOCAL! 
Our cafe uses local ingredients whenever possible  

English breakfasts and light lunches cooked to order  
Salads and snacks. Cakes made by our cooks 

 

COMMUNITY LUNCH Mon 10 September. Please book to avoid disappointment 
 

OUR SHOP SUPPORTS LOCAL SUPPLIERS AND PRODUCERS 
Our very own Seavington local honey 
The Preserving Pan at South Petherton peach & whitecurrrant 
jam, curried rhubarb chutney, lemon & lime marmalade 
Miles at Porlock Smugglers Gold tea, Bright & Breezy coffee 
The Blackdown Hills eggs 
Moores near Bridport coffee & caramel chip biscuits 
Dressit from Halstock  chilli & garlic salad dressing 
Green's of Glastonbury Cheddar cheeses 
 

Seavingtons' Village Store & Cafe, Water St, Seavington TA19 0QH. 01460 249730 
Opening hours: Shop Mon - Fri 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sat 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Cafe Mon-Fri 8.30am - 4.00pm, Sat 9.00am - 2.00pm 



 
E & S COMPUTERS 

24A Ditton Street, 
Ilminster, TA19 0BQ 

(Opposite Tesco Garage) 
 

We offer lots of ink, 
And more services than you think. 
Nothing is too much trouble, 
Come to us when you’re befuddled. 
If you want to give your computer a kick, 
Drop it into us to fix. 
 
 
01460 259 999 

Www.enscomputers.co.uk 
enquiries@enscomputers.co.uk 
We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Telephone 
01460 52413 

 

Website  
newinn‐ilminster.com 

 

Facebook 
@newinnilminster 

Open 7 days a week 
Lunch & Evenings 

18th Century Inn 
Good Local Produce 

Bed & Breakfast 
Cask Marque Ales 
Large Beer Garden 
Take Away Service 

Sunday Roasts 
Steak Nights  
Quiz Nights 
Free Wi‐fi 

Large Car Park  



WILLCLEAN 
 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
 

Based locally in Martock 
 

Top Quality Specialised Cleaning & Value 
for Money Services 

 
Carpet Cleaning 

 
Upholstery Cleaning 

 
Leather Restoration 

 
Stain Protection/Odour Control 

 
End of tenancy or moving in cleans 

 
Call 01935 592701 or 07771 884699 

 
For your Free Quotation 

 
Fully insured and industry trained 

 
more details and services may be found at: 

 
www.yeovil-carpet-cleaning.co.uk 
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