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This village magazine is apolitical yet it is impossible for me to not
express my pleasure at our nation reaching the end of a long, divisive and,
at times, tedious national election campaign. Only time will demonstrate
the wisdom of our choices.

I plan to reflect and relax over the holiday period and trust that all our
readers will feel able to do the same. Let us hope that those in charge of
our weather allow us to get out and about for our visits to church,
relatives and friends.

It is not political to criticise those public employees who, judging from
our “Village Voice” column and the Parish Council reports, are failing to
ensure that the roadworks at the entrance to Falcon Close are
completed. Leaving things as they are is an invitation to a catastrophic
road traffic accident.

As you will see on page 16 our Parish Council cannot even find a
department at County Hall which admits responsibility for not dealing
with this matter expeditiously. It is, of course, well known that the local
dialect spoken at County Hall has no word conveying the same sense of
urgency as mañana! Is this not an issue which our elected County
Councillor should be pursuing as a matter of urgency?

On that, rather defeatist, note may I wish all our readers and their
families a healthy, successful and happy 2020?

David Froome

T h e S e av i n g t o n s ’ N ew s

DON’T FORGET
The Waste-paper Skip! pm Friday 10th January

until am Monday 13th January

The Latest Copy Date is the 20th January
for the next issue

Editorial content and diary entries to:
David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, Ilminster,

TA19 0QP Tel: 01460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org
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All events, unless otherwise shown, are held in the Millennium Hall
For bookings call 07905 215993 or hallbookings@theseavingtons.org

9th January 7.30 pm Gardening Club talk on “Hestercombe 
Gardens” by Claire Greenslade—p 15

11th January 7.30 pm Flix in the Stix “Knives Out” at Hinton St 
George Village Hall—p 10

13th January noon Community Lunch in Village Café—p 10

16th January 7.30 pm RSPB Group talk “A Lifetime Illustrating 
Birds” by Mike Longman—p 11

21st January 6.30 pm Parish Council Meeting in Village Café 
(setting 2020 precept)—p 17

7th February Last date for next orders under village 
heating oil scheme—p 15

16th March 7.15 pm Charity Theatre event in aid of Village Shop 
“Night Must Fall” by Emlyn Williams at the 
Swan Theatre—pp 9, 12

Regular Activities 

2nd  Monday noon Community Lunch in Village Café 

3rd Tuesday 6.30pm Parish Council Meeting in Village Café 

3rd Wednesday 10.30am “GET2GETHER” Group in Village Café 

2nd Thursday 7.30pm Seavington Gardening Club

To keep up to date, check out the village web-site which is updated regularly and 
brings you the latest information on village matters, the programmes of village 
organisations and much more. Pass the address to your friends and relatives and 
let them keep in touch as well.

www.theseavingtons.org

V i l l a g e  D i a r y — F o r t h c o m i n g  E v e n t s
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Annual Monthly

Full Page £ 100 £ 12

½ Page £  50 £  6

¼ Page £  28 £  4

Advertising enquiries to: adverts@theseavingtons.org

A d v e r t i s i n g  R a t e s

5th January 11.30 am Family Communion

12th January 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)

12th January 11.30 am Café Church in the Community Café 

19th January 11.30 am Family Communion

26th January 11.30 am Service of Reflection

Rev Tom Handy telephone: 01460 240377; revdtomhandy@hotmail.com

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S e a v i n g t o n

The Seavingtons’  Weather  in November  2019

This year—2019 Previous year—2018

Temperature

Average Minimum           4.40°C        5.28°C

Average Maximum         10.08°C      11.34°C

Mean           7.24°C        8.31°C

Rainfall

Monthly Total       108.5mm (4.34")      35.0 mm (1.38")

Total for the year       743.9 mm (29.76")    750.4 mm (28.22")

The wet, wet, Autumn continues!
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The Seavingtons’ News wants to hear and publish your views on both the “News” itself and 
topics of importance or interest to our community. Please send your letters to the address on 
page 1. All opinions and views expressed are the sole responsibility of the writer and do not 
reflect the views of The Seavingtons’ News. For legal reasons we must have the name and 
address of the writer but can normally publish over a pseudonym on request.

Village Voice—letters to the editor

Dear Editor,

We refer to the letters from Kelly Broome and Carol Talbot published in 
the December 2019 issue of The Seavingtons’ News.

The problem of speeding through the village has been with us for at least 
45 years. Letters have been written to District and County Councillors 
and also the Chief of Police for Somerset. The Parish Council has also 
written to the relevant authorities. However, our, so called, “Public 
Servants” always have more interesting fish to fry or prioritise the 
interests of larger communities with more voters.

The bollards were supposed to slow traffic to permit safe road crossing 
but these are ignored by drivers in the same way that they ignore the 
recently painted 30 MPH signs on the road and the statutory speed limit 
signs.

We would like to suggest the provision of an advisory 30 MPH sign 
between Loxtons and St Mary’s Church and a pedestrian operated 
crossing outside Falcon Close.  A permanent speed camera might usefully 
earn the village a reputation of “don’t do it”.

Mary & Peter Wyatt

Annie Prichard would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas and a 
healthy New Year. Grateful thanks for all your good wishes these last 
three months. Hope to see you again next year.

Love and prayers.

Annie
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Back in the days of tanners and bobs
When Mothers had patience and Fathers had jobs. 
When football team families wore hand me down shoes, 
And T.V gave only two channels to choose. 

Back in the days of three penny bits, 
when schools employed nurses to search for your nits. 
When snowballs were harmless; ice slides were permitted 
and all of your jumpers were warm and hand knitted. 

Back in the days of hot ginger beers, 
when children remained so for more than six years. 
When children respected what older folks said, 
and pot was a thing you kept under your bed. 

Back in the days of Listen with Mother, 
when neighbours were friendly and talked to each other. 
When cars were so rare you could play in the street. 
When Doctors made house calls and Police walked the beat.

Back in the days of Milligan's Goons, 
when butter was butter and songs all had tunes. 
It was dumplings for dinner and trifle for tea, 
and your annual break was a day by the sea. 

Back in the days of Dixon's Dock Green, 
Crackerjack pens and Lyons ice cream. 
When children could freely wear National Health glasses, 
and teachers all stood at the FRONT of their classes.

Back in the days of rocking and reeling, 
when mobiles were things that you hung from the ceiling. 
When woodwork and pottery got taught in schools, 
and everyone dreamed of a win on the pools. 

Back in the days when I was a lad, 
I can't help but smile for the fun that I had. 
Hopscotch and roller skates; snowballs to lob. 
Back in the days of tanners and bobs. 

A. B. Wyze

This poem has been reproduced through the courtesy of its author Mr A B 
Wyze and the web-site www.villagememories.wordpress.com where it was 
discovered by one of our readers. It will shortly be published in a book bearing 
the same title. Other books by Mr Wyze are available on Amazon. Mr Wyze 
may be contacted at: davidregwood@gmail.com.
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A view from the field
Chris Gough – SPFA Chairman (spfa@theseavingtons.org)

Well, by the time you are reading this, it may almost be Christmas, so I’ll 
start by saying a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. 

2020 will be another busy and hopefully very successful year for the 
Playing Field and Millennium Hall with a number of key events and 
activities taking place: 

◊ The hedging whips planted in November by some of our local 
Children and the Home Education students under the watchful 
eye of our very supportive Tree Warden, Phil Gordon-Smith 
should be starting to grow. Even though the weather was unkind 
to us on the day, everyone enjoyed the planting session and I’m 
sure that each of the children will be checking on their individual 
plants regularly.

◊ In memorial to Michael Harrison, the SPFA have purchased a 
small tree that will be planted next to his parents’ memorial 
bench on the Playing Field. Many thanks go to Dave Retter and 
Peter Ash for renovating the bench and we are now planning to 
install an extra plaque in memory of Michael on his parents’ 
bench during the Summer. 

◊ The new footpath around the field continues to be very well used 
and we continue to receive unsolicited highly complimentary 
comments, particularly from people with mobility issues for 
providing safe access to level and dry paths particularly during the 
winter months. In addition, it’s also great to see the path being 
used by young children learning to ride bicycles under supervision 
and also being used as a safe place for joggers to run. We have 
had a lovely email from Ry Coffman, who some readers will recall 
was instrumental in designing and planning the two paths. As it 
was only the financial constraints of the time which held back 
what is now the new path, she is delighted that we have been 
able to achieve her dream, all thanks to “The Peoples Postcode 
Lottery” which fully funded it.  We hope to be able to formally 
“open” the path sometime in the Summer. 

◊ Don’t forget that the Caravan and Motorhome Club Concert 
Band will again be holding its summer rally on the field from 
Sunday 26 July to Sunday 2 August. Various events are being 
planned for the week and I’ll be able confirm more in due course, 
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but do keep Friday 31 July free for the repeat booking of “Baron 
Von Schmidt-Haus” and then again on Saturday 1 August for the 
ever popular proms concert by the CMCCB, both of which will 
be in the Millennium Hall! 

◊ The final few grant applications have now been submitted to a 
variety of organisations in respect of the Children’s Play Area.  
We already have firm commitments or cash in the bank for about 
two thirds of the necessary funds for our full play equipment 
scheme. Depending upon the outcome of these remaining grant 
applications, we will either be able to complete everything as 
planned or will revise our requirements to fit the available 
finances. In any case we are working towards being able to place 
an order with the play equipment suppliers early in the Spring, 
with installation commencing shortly afterwards.  Again, we’ll be 
looking to formally “open” the new playground sometime in the 
Summer. 

With all this activity going on, particularly in respect of the projects that 
we have either completed, or are working on around the Playing Field, 
our SPFA financial reserves are being seriously depleted and whilst we 
know that the Parish Council (who have no formal responsibility for the 
Playing Field or Millennium Hall), and other groups will continue to 
support us, we shall need to build up our reserves again before 
embarking on overdue renovation work to the Millennium Hall. We 
would welcome a new volunteer to co-ordinate the phasing and 
execution of this work.   Preferably this volunteer would attend some 
committee meetings.  

The Hall and Playing Field, as reported at the AGM are operating slightly 
above breakeven so we have no current issues with our operational 
revenue account, just our depleting reserves. So, on that note, if anyone 
would like to run a fund-raising event on behalf of the SPFA, (which is 
effectively fund raising directly for the benefit of our local community), 
then please do come and have a chat. We’ll provide all the support and 
assistance we can in terms of logistics and facilities to make it a success 
for all of us but we don’t have the manpower to do this ourselves, since 
many of our committee members are representatives of other village 
organisations which use the hall, and therefore can often have other 
priorities when it comes to fundraising. 

As always if you have any questions or comments, I can be contacted 
using the email  spfa@theseavingtons.org
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SPFA Lottery
Jackie Priddle ( 07706 092578)

The winners in the December draw are (all receive a £5 Christmas bonus as 
well):

Place Prize December

1st £50 Peter Wyatt

2nd £30 John Mounce

3rd £20 Don Miles

4th £10 Pam Grundy

5th £10 Gordon Rodgers

The Tree Planting

On 23rd November the SPFA planted trees on the playing field with 
the help of some children in the village. This was part of National 
Tree Week which is run by The Tree Council, who also provided 
us with a grant to purchase the trees.

Hopefully, these two pictures help 
to capture the day.
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Over the counter
Marion Bennett (01460 249522)

First of all may we wish you all a very Happy New Year! Thank you for 
your support in 2019 and we look forward to welcoming you in 2020. As 
it says in this month's Shop advertisement - whatever the weather the 
Shop and Cafe are here to help you. Even if it snows we will be open! 

There was a full house for the Autumn Quiz and the event was very 
successful on two counts. Firstly we made an amazing profit of £740 -
this is a very good contribution to our Shop funds. Secondly we all had 
fun - even if some of the questions were hard! Thank you for your 
support. Also our thanks to Ian Pamplin our Quiz Master and to all the 
team who helped organise the event. 

Our next fundraising event is -

A TRIP TO THE SWAN THEATRE IN YEOVIL TO SEE 
"NIGHT MUST FALL" BY EMLYN WILLIAMS.

The play is a psychological thriller first performed in 1935. I'm not going 
to tell you what it's about as that would spoil the surprise! More 
importantly here are the arrangements.

DATE - 16th MARCH 2020
Time of the performance - 7.45pm. Doors open at 7.15pm (not before!)

Tickets cost £12 
They will be available in the shop after Christmas

There will be a limited number of places
for a coach pick-up from the Millennium Hall

These are on a first come, first served basis and will cost £5pp 
NB Parking is not available at the Theatre. The nearest public car

park is at Nine Springs. The Theatre is a ten minute walk from there.         
The Swan Theatre is located at 138, Park Street, Yeovil, BA20 1QT

Tickets are expected to sell out fast so please book early to avoid 
disappointment

This is a charity performance in aid of Seavington Community Shop and 
Friends of Ilminster Library. Proceeds will be shared equally between the 
two.
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 SEAVINGTON SHOP AND CAFE

CHASE AWAY THE JANUARY BLUES!
Treat yourself to hot food and drinks served with a warm 
welcome in our cafe. Try our delicious take-away menu.

COMMUNITY LUNCH Monday 13th January. Please book to avoid 
disappointment

WHATEVER THE WEATHER WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU!
All your essentials on the doorstep!

Milk, bread (to order), eggs, dairy, deli, fresh fruit and veg.
Newspapers (to order), cleaning products, toiletries.
Tins and packets, frozen foods and confectionery.

REMEMBER TO BOOK YOUR TICKETS FOR THE SWAN THEATRE TRIP
on March 16th to see Night Must Fall by Emlyn Williams. See OTC for details. 

We wish you all a very Happy New Year
Seavington Village Shop & Cafe, Water St, Seavington TA19 0QH. 01460 249730

Opening hours: Shop Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 9.00am - 3.00pm
Cafe Mon-Fri 8.30am - 4.00pm, Sat 9.00am - 2.00pm

Flix in the Stix
Andrew Overhill (01460 72563)

Hinton St George “Flix in the Stix” presents: ‘Knives 
Out' (PG), on SATURDAY 11th January 2020 in the Hinton 
Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 

Tickets £5 in advance from the Village Shop and Dorothy’s Tea Room, 
or £5.50p on the door. DOORS OPEN 7.00 pm. To reserve Tickets 
please contact Bob Kefford on 01460 72563.

Starring Daniel Craig, Christopher Plummer and Jamie Lee-Curtis, 
Chris Evans and Arna de Armas.

Crime novelist Harlan Thrombey is found dead on his estate. The 
debonair detective Benoit Blanc is enlisted to investigate. He sifts 
through a web of red herrings  and self-serving lies to uncover the 
truth.
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The Warehouse Theatre

The Warehouse Theatre in Ilminster is one of the best equipped 
and run small amateur theatres in the country, offering high 
quality entertainment throughout the year to audiences of all 
ages.  We also run a thriving Youth theatre and act as a venue for 

local groups and clubs to hire.  For details seen www.thewarehousetheatre.org.uk 
or call 07943 779880.  Tickets can be purchased on line via the website or from 
Harrimans Menswear in Silver street Ilminster.

Upcoming Events:

10th—14th December—IES presents ‘Beauty and the Beast’ by Lucy 
Kirkwood and Katie Mitchell

The the� of a single rose results in monstrous consequences for Beauty and her 
father. This is definitely not the Disney version (no dancing teacups) but this is 
no ordinary fairytale - narrated by two mischievous fairies with a thought-
snatcher machine and a host of other magical devices -  this show promises to 
surprise, enchant and delight audiences young and old. 

SOUTH SOMERSET RSPB GROUP

‘A Lifetime Illustrating Birds’

Popular speaker Mike Langman takes a look at the history of bird 
illustration. He will guide us through the process of publishing a 
field guide and also question if there is a role for illustration in the 
future and compares like for like guides using paintings and 
photographs.

Thursday 16th January - 7.30pm The Millennium Hall, Seavington St Mary
Entry: Group members £3, non-group members £4, under 18’s free

(tea/coffee & biscuits included) – wheelchair access

NON-MEMBERS VERY WELCOME

For further details contact: Denise Chamings (group leader) on 01460 240740
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/southsomerset

A registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC37654
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Seavington Flower Show 2020
Photography Subjects

Here are the titles for the photography sections for the Flower Show 
2020, so you have plenty of time to get organised!

The class for the under 16 age group is:

· "Close Up" 

In addition, there are two further classes open to all ages which are:

· "Botanical Britain"

· "Hidden Somerset"

We look forward to seeing your photographs at the Flower Show next 
year.

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT

MONDAY MARCH 16th 2020 @ 7.45pm

Visit to the Swan Theatre, Yeovil to see 

"Night must fall"
a thriller by Emlyn Williams

For full details see OVER THE COUNTER
Tickets available in the Shop from January 

A limited number of seats will be available for a coach pick 
up at the Millennium Hall - first come, first served!

Proceeds in aid of the Shop and Cafe 
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Introducing your “all year round” 
Garden Maintenance Programme

AYR GARDENING SERVICES

Andrew Hall will bring over 30 
years experience to your garden

 Pruning
 Clipping
 Vegetable Gardens
 Planning and Planting
 Lawn Care

All Year Round Garden Maintenance 
to suit all household budgets!

Why not give me a call for a free 
(no obligation) consultation

Tel:   01460 241374
Mob: 07824 996930

   
Acupuncture is a safe, gentle and 
effective treatment for conditions 

such as back pain, sciatica, 
insomnia, low energy, migraines, 

gynaecology & fertility issues, 
sports injuries etc.

Why not give me a call to see 
if I can help?

Kerry Wratten BSc (Hons) LicAc MBAcC

Tel: 07712 481231

www.kerrywratten-acupuncture.com

Clinics at: Ilminster, Somerset
Seaton & Hemyock, Devon

TRADITIONAL
ACUPUNCTURE

& CHINESE MEDICINE

All types of Electrical work undertaken at very competitive prices including:

New Circuits  Electric heating systems
Security lighting systems  Control systems
Emergency lighting systems Maintenance
Appliance testing  Kitchens
Bathrooms  Energy saving lighting
CCTV Systems  Ventilation systems

Free, No obligation Quotes
01460 240099 or 07980 674480

info@dcesystems.co.uk
www.dcesystems.co.uk
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Seavington Gardening Club
Kate Mulligan (01460 6242023)

Review of 2019

Here we are again having completed yet another successful year in the 
Gardening Club calendar. We finished with a record 98 members on our 
books and will be making every effort to reach the magic 100 in 2020.

We began the year with a talk by James Cross who is the head gardener at 
the Bishop’s Palace in Wells. The following month there had to be a very 
hasty re-shuffling of dates as our speaker was involved in her village 
pantomime production. So two weeks later than advertised Sally Nex gave 
us an extremely useful insight into garden pests. After the AGM in March 
we had a Gold Club talk on roses followed in April by Georgie Newbery 
with a demonstration on making hand tied posies. By September we were 
back in the Millennium Hall to continue being entertained by people like 
Mickey Little from Avon Bulbs, Rosy Hardy from Hardy’s Cottage Plants in 
October and then finally in November Alan Power from Stourhead. 

Summer visits included Forest Lodge near Wincanton, Charles Dowding’s 
garden at Homeacres near Shepton Mallet and a beautiful garden at 
Broomhill near Rampisham in Dorset.

In between all this there was still time to squeeze in two discount shopping 
events, one at Brimsmore Garden Centre in April and one at the Castle 
Gardens garden centre in Sherborne in September. We also managed to fit 
in a coach trip to Sir Harold Hillier Gardens near Romsey in June as well as 
the annual Plant Sale in May and the Flower Show in August plus our 
Christmas Lunch at Dillington House in December. A pretty packed year 
by anyone’s standards.

Photographs of all the above events are on our Facebook page or the 
village website at:

www.theseavingtons.org/picture-gallery/

A massive thank you must go to the Committee for all their hard work 
throughout the year planning and organising the events. Also a huge thank 
you to every one of our helpers and volunteers who make sure things run 
smoothly on the day. Finally, of course, many thanks to all our members 
because we wouldn’t have a gardening club without your continued 
support.
We have an equally busy programme ready for 2020 and so we very much 
look forward to seeing you at the Millennium Hall in January to start things 
off.



January 2020 15

Forthcoming Events

Thursday 9th January at 7.30pm in the Millennium Hall a talk on 
“Hestercombe Gardens” by Claire Greenslade who is head gardener. 
Doors open 7.00pm with refreshments being served before and after the 
talk.  Visitors welcome - £2 payable at the door. Annual subscriptions £8 
will be due at this meeting so why not consider becoming a regular 
member and take advantage of the benefits on offer.

Flower of the Month Competition starts all over again so remember to 
bring along a single stem of your flower of choice.

For further information please contact Karen Day - tel. 01460 249728

Consultation on School Admissions

A six week consultation on school admissions arrangements for children 
who are due to start, transfer or move schools during the 2021-22 
school year is currently taking place.

This consultation applies to the admission arrangements for those 
schools and academies who have contracted with the Local Authority to 
consult on their admission arrangements on their behalf.

This consultation allows parents, early years settings, schools, religious 
authorities and the local community to make any comments on proposed 
admission arrangements.

To view the consultation (live from 9 December) you may visit https://
www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/school-admissions-policy/

Seavington Villages Oil Run
Nigel Key (01460 241540; oil@theseavingtons.org)

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New year to everyone.

Many of you will have just had your tanks topped up in preparation for 
any cold snap. A larger number than usual requested oil this time 
including several for the first time.

The next order will be placed on Friday 7th February followed by Friday 
3rd April.
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Parish Council News – December 2019

Pauline Parsons (parishcouncil@theseavingntons.org)

Parish Councillors would like to wish all residents a very Happy New Year.

County Highways - The blocked pipe under the entrance to Hazelwood 
will hopefully be cleared by SSDC, at a cost to the Parish Council, as 
County Highways have refused to do this.  To clear the ditch but not 
ensure that a pipe is free flowing does seem rather silly!!!  However, it 
seems that some works are to be carried out in January as we have 
received a ‘Road Closure Notice’ for Church Lane.  We have not been 
advised as to the works to be carried out but can only assume that it may 
be the promised works to the pavement.  Watch this space!!!

Small Improvement Scheme – At the time of writing it would seem 
that most of the works have now been completed.   However, the old 
speed restriction sign as you leave the village travelling to Ilminster to the 
west of Falcon Close is still in its original place and has not been moved to 
be opposite the new village gate way.  This has been taken up with County 
Highways.  There is a general feeling that the white lining has, for the time 
being, made traffic slow down through the village.

Falcon Close – The Parish Council are still no further down the line in 
trying to resolve the issue of the frontage of the development which 
should be a footway – not a layby.  The formation of a footway was part of 
the original planning consent.  However, at the time of writing we are 
being advised that the Developer has sent the necessary paperwork to 
County but we are unable to get a response as to who is actually dealing 
with it in County Hall.  So far we have three different departments 
contacting us but none seem to be actually dealing with the problem.  We 
will continue to pressurise County on this issue but it is difficult when no-
one seems to be taking ownership as to finding the way forward.

Planning - Nothing new since the November news but Parish Councillors 
are still trying to ascertain why a number of applications in the villages are 
taking months to decide, instead of weeks.

Village Car Park - Due to the problems that are being experienced on 
the Car Park opposite the Volunteer Inn, it is likely that the Parish Council 
will be considering the possibility of actually setting rules and regulations 
for its use which could involve a time limit.  Councillors are looking at 
other Car Parks in the locality to see how they operate.  
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Somerset County Council
District of South Somerset

Parish of Seavington St Mary
Temporary Closure of Church Lane

TAKE NOTICE that in pursuance of Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulations Act 1984, as amended by the Road Traffic (Temporary 
Restrictions) Act 1991, the County Council of Somerset propose to 
make an Order PROHIBITING ALL TRAFFIC from proceeding along 
Church Lane from the junction with Water Street to the 
junction with New Road for a total distance of 266 metres.

This order will enable Somerset Highways to carry out footway works

The Order becomes effective on 14 January 2020 and will remain in 
force for eighteen months. The works are expected to last for 14 
days, including the weekends.

Please visit www.one.network for further information on the 
alternative route.

For information about the works being carried out please contact 
Somerset Highways on 0300 123 2224

Patrick Flaherty Chief Executive

V E Day Celebrations – 8th – 10th May 2020 - Nothing further to 
report but hopefully more details of the planned weekend will be in the 
January/February issue of The Seavington’ News.  If you are planning 
anything please let the Parish Council know who have agreed to co-
ordinate a programme of events.

Purchase of our own SID – We are still hoping to purchase and erect 
our own SID.  However, it would seem that one nearby parish is in 
discussions with County following the directive that has recently been sent 
out stating that no smiley faces will be allowed.  As South Petherton and 
Lopen already have ones with Smiley faces we just wonder why County 
can stop anymore being erected.  It only seems to be Somerset County 
Council that has a problem with them.

Setting of the Council Precept for the year 2020-2021 -  At the 
January meeting [Tuesday 21st] we will be making the final decision as to 
what precept [ie monies needed for the maintenance and support of village 
projects which comes directly to the Parish Council] will be made.  If any 
organisation, or group know of or have any plans they may hope to carry 
out that may need Parish Council support please let the Parish Council 
know before that date so that any significant amounts can be levied 
through the Parish Precept.
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Shepton Beauchamp Primary School News
Charlie Pattisson (01460 241396)

A Happy New Year to you all! As we begin to look forward to the 
excitement of a new term, we also take this opportunity to remember 
the very busy end of last term.

The children from Seymour Class, with friends from St Mary’s and St 
Peters School, had a really wonderful three days on their residential trip 
to Kilve Court and all returned tired and happy with bags of wet and 
muddy clothing and many tales to tell of grass sledging, beach walks and 
muddy stream walks …. and delicious food!

It was lovely to be joined by families and members of the community for 
our Christingle and Christmas Services in the church.  All the children 
played a part in the services with readings by children of all ages, super 
singing and wonderful costumes for the nativity.

Due to the generosity of Shepton Beauchamp Trust and the Parish 
Council we have been able to replace old and very well-worn reading 
books. We are now in the process of beginning to redevelop the Early 
Years Outdoor Learning Area and have plans for a new mud kitchen and 
accessories which the children will love! Thank you to FOSS for helping 
to fund part of this.

Finally, a very special member of our staff has made the decision to leave 
her job as Coles Class Teaching Assistant to spend more time with her 
family. Maggie Luffman has been at the school for 14 years and parents, 
children and staff will all miss her kindness, love and support for us all. 
We will miss her ‘magic chair’ too!

FOSS (Friends of Shepton School).  Thank you to everyone who came to 
the Wine Tasting Evening – great fun! We really enjoyed supporting the 
Pre School with their Crafty Christmas Morning. Thank you to Avon 
Bulbs, Mid-Lambrook for their generous donation of bulbs for the 
learning garden, we are looking forward to seeing the results of our 
planting in the spring. 

We hope 2020 is a very happy year for you all.

F o r  mo r e  i n f o rm at io n  p l e as e  c a l l  01460  2 40793 ,  
office@sheptonbeauchamp.somerset.sch.uk  or follow us on Twitter
@SBPrimarySchool WEB www.sheptonbeauchamp.somerset.sch.uk 
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A Reminder:
County Council Complaint ‘phone Number

The Somerset County Council has a single telephone number 
through which you may report problems such as potholes, 
drainage issues etc: 0300 123 2224

Your Village Needs You!

If you fancy a challenge and want to get 
involved, please consider being a 
volunteer or committee member for the 
village youth club.

The club is ready to be resurrected and 
a new committee formed. At the club's 
disposal is a hall full of equipment and 
great facilities from which to run the 
club.

If you are interested and want to help our community please contact 
Janine Lewis (janineannlewis@talktalk.net)



The Seavingtons’ News20

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT); Electrical Power Quality Analyser
Periodic Inspection Reports (Domestic and Commercial)

Fire Alarm and Emergency Light Testing; Wireless Inspection Camera

Domestic & Commercial  Work Undertaken:   

 Rewires ● Additional sockets 

 Extensions ● Listed building work

 Computer/Telephone points ● Whole House sound systems

 Security and Access Lighting ● CCTV Camera Installation

 Fire Alarms; Nurse Call Systems ● Control Panel design & build

 Electrical accessories ● Engraving of labels

 Cable laying and ducting ● Outside Events

 Electrical Door/ Gate Systems ● Intercom and Entry Systems

Mobile: 07808 049034

St Margaret’s Support Groups
Taunton and Yeovil

St Margaret’s Support Groups are open to anyone affected by a life-limiting 
illness – patients, their families and friends. As well as providing an opportunity 
to meet others in similar situations, our trained volunteers can offer visitors:
 

a listening ear ◊ provide free information ◊ help signpost to other services
The groups are run on a drop-in basis – there is no need to book or to be referred

Or perhaps you would like to become a volunteer to help run these groups?

St Margaret’s Hospice, Taunton  TA1 5HA Thursdays 2pm-4pm
Octagon Theatre, Yeovil BA20 1UX 10.30am – 12.30

For further information please contact Lesley Burgess
E-mail:  lesley.burgess@st-margarets-hospice.org.uk; Tel: 0845 070 8910
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Telephone
01460 52413

Website 
newinn-ilminster.com

Facebook
@newinnilminster

Open 7 days a week
Lunch & Evenings

18th Century Inn
Good Local Produce

Bed & Breakfast
Cask Marque Ales
Large Beer Garden
Take Away Service

Sunday Roasts
Steak Nights 
Quiz Nights
Free Wi-fi

Large Car Park 

WIFI NETWORKS

WIFI – Fibre Op�cs – Networks – CCTV

Improve WIFI coverage throughout your property
Install Data points for hardwire connec�ons to computers or 

audio/visual equipment

We are a new start-up business based in Ilminster with many years 
of experience in networks and many more years in security systems

If you are looking for a new system or an upgrade to your current 
systems then please contact us to arrange a free quote

Tel: 07598 794115
 info@wifi-networks.uk         www.wifi-networks.uk
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Oven Cleaning

Ilminster’s independent, environmentally 
friendly, oven cleaning service

No fumes, no fuss, just a super shiny 
oven that looks as good as new

£50 for a single oven, £60 for a double
Hobs and extractors from £10

See: ovenspa.com for more details 
or call Mick George on:

07843 99 88 96
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01460
200 000

10 West Street
Ilminster

Friendly, professional advice in plain English
For Home & Business

www.monkeypuzzlecomputers.com

PUGSON CONSTRUCTION
General building, Re-pointing, Landscaping,  Chimneys and roofing

Stoves installed by Hetas approved engineer,
Oftec certified oil tank installations, removal and replacements
Call Nigel in Seavington St Mary for a quote on 01460 391595

Mobile 07731323005.  nigelpugson@tiscali.co.uk

NICK RUTTER —  CHIMNEY SWEEP

Experienced, Approved, Established 10 Years
All types of fires and appliances cleaned with brush and vacuum

Full insurance valid certificate issued with every visit

Tel: 01460 52951; www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk
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Brook House Bed & Breakfast, Dowlish Wake
Country house comfort with a very warm welcome

King size room and super King/twin room • ensuite bathrooms 
exceptional quality • guest sitting room • off road parking

tea and cake on arrival

www.brookhousesomerset.com or call Becky Jam 07841 594342

NEWCHESTER FARMHOUSE B&B
Broadway, Merriott TA16 5QH

Moved from the Beeches, Seavington, the new B&B is now open

3 en-suite rooms, comfy beds, full breakfasts, cake on arrival
www.southsomersetbandb.co.uk

contact Abby t: 01460 73917 m: 07779 606620

We offer 15 hour and new 

30 hour funded places

  Baby & toddler group

1st Thurs of the month

Open Mon, Tues, Weds 

and Fri 9-3pm
“Welly walk Wednesday!”

Outdoor play in our lovely 
enclosed garden

Shepton Beauchamp Pre-school
“A fabulous environment for your child to make friends, learn and have fun”

Contact Sarah or Kath for more information 07765 437301 
info@sheptonbeauchamppre-school.co.uk
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PIANO LESSONS

ALL AGES, ABILITIES, GRADES AND THEORY

ALWAYS WANTED TO PLAY?
COME AND GIVE IT A TRY—FIRST TWO LESSONS FREE

Judith Church Dip ABRSM
Mobile: 07979 104906    Home: 01460 249795

Dennis Evans Building Services
Property Refurbishment Services

Painting & Decoration ◊ Wallpaper Hanging ◊ Wall & Floor Tiling
Plumbing ◊ Bathroom & Kitchen Installations ◊ Plastering

Fully Insured. Estimates and advice without obligation

01460 76139 or 07831 765262
www.evansbuild.co.uk

J JASON
WHITEHEAD

Decorator ◊ Interior Painting
Exterior Painting ◊ Paper Hanging

Serving Ilminster, Crewkerne 
Chard, South Petherton,  and 

surrounding areas.
Mobile: 

07857 519038
E-mail: 

contact@jasonwhiteheadpainter.co.uk
www.jasonwhiteheadpainter.co.uk

Seavington St Michael, Ilminster
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RICHARD CLIFTON
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Interior and exterior work
Free written estimates or quotations

Good preparation; Attention to detail

Tel: Ilminster (01460) 52544; 07773 373882

Dog Grooming by Helen
Friendly Home Environment

Will Collect and Deliver
Available Weekdays, Evenings and Weekends

Please ‘phone Helen
Mobile: 07867 988109 or 01460 241053

Curtain making, dressmaking & 
alterations

‘phone Jennifer, South 
Petherton
01460 242766 

R A Wicks Ltd
Fireplaces, Stoves & Flues

Fireplace Showroom, Chimneys Relined & New Build
HETAS registered installers

Tel: 01460 74612; www.wicksheating.co.uk
Fireplace Showroom, Tail Mill Lane, Merriott, TA16 5PF
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Editorial: David Froome & Maria Potts
Advertising: Tony Beresford
Production:  Brian & Elaine Edwards
Technical & web-site support: Eugene Mulligan

Village web-site: www.theseavingtons.org

Any views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual authors and do 
not necessarily represent the views of the editorial team. Contributions are 
welcomed and may  be submitted electronically or in manuscript to the editor at 
the address on page 1. The contents of this village magazine are the copyright © 
of the Seavingtons' News unless the item concerned carries an alternative 
copyright assertion. However, all information on village activities and events may 
be freely reproduced. 
Please do not hesitate to telephone David Froome on 01460 249445 if you have 
any questions.

Editorial address: Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary,
Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 0QP; news@theseavingtons.org

T h e  S e a v i n g t o n s ’  N e w s  T e a m

David Gudgeon
Plumbing & Hea�ng Services

◊ Oil Installa�ons, Servicing, Repairs & Breakdowns

◊ Bathroom Installa�ons

◊ All aspects of Plumbing & Hea�ng Maintenance

Mobile: 07731929716
Email: David.Gudgeon@outlook.com



C
OIL, GAS & LPG SERVICING, REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS

FATHER & SON REGISTERED BUSINESS

RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL & FRIENDLY SERVICE

OUR CUSTOMER PEACE OF MIND IS OUR SATISFACTION

Tel: 01458 259453 / 01460 200707

Mob: 07956 345878

E-mail: info@crhea�ng.co.uk

www.crhea�ng.co.uk

PLUMBING

& HEATINGCR



WILLCLEAN

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Based locally in Martock

Top Quality Specialised Cleaning & Value 
for Money Services

Carpet Cleaning

Upholstery Cleaning

Leather Restoration

Stain Protection/Odour Control

End of tenancy or moving in cleans

Call 01935 592701 or 07771 884699

For your Free Quotation

Fully insured and industry trained

more details and services may be found at:

www.yeovil-carpet-cleaning.co.uk
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