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As I write it looks increasingly likely that the nation is about to be forced
into another period of lockdown in an attempt to stem the spread of the
Coronavirus.

As a community we came through the last lockdown relatively easily, in
part because of the support given by the various volunteers who
delivered our medicines and the groceries from the community shop.
However, these folk must be feeling pretty jaded by now so that I hope
some of you will respond to the appeal on page I I for more volunteers
to come forward. Given the greater susceptibility of the elderly to the
virus may I point this request primarily to the younger members of the
community?

It appears that Somerset County Council's bid to absorb the District
Councils into a single, unitary, body is likely to succeed. You only have to
read our Parish Council's monthly report (pages 16-18 this month) to
realise that our local government needs a shake-up. How, for example,
does the County Highways Department lose the contact details of a
developer and its solicitor? Sadly, our elected representatives appear
unable or unwilling to exercise their positions to bring order at County
or District levels; they have been boxed in by officials and don't have the
ability to fight their way out.

Thus, I would endorse local government reform but only if it were to
make the new system less remote and truly accountable. I have yet to see
an explanation of how the proposed new unitary authority could possibly
be made to fit this requirement. Have you ever seen Somerset County
Council do something properly in a timely manner?

David Froome

DON'T FORGET

The Latest Copy Date is the 20th October
for the next issue

Editorial content and diary entries to:
David Froome, Middlefield Barn, Church Lane, Seavington St Mary, llminster,

TA 19 OQP Tel: 0 1460 249445; e-mail: news@theseavingtons.org
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I lth October 10.30 am Sung Eucharist

18th October 10.30 am All Age Communion

25th October 10.30 am Choral Matins (BCP) followed by
shortened Holy Communion

We will resume CafC Church services on the first Sunday of each month
as soon as it is safe to do so. There will be more information in the
Seavingtons' News once the situation is clear.

Honorary Rector for Seavington: Rev Canon Ian Gibson
07843 672803; igchichester@gmail.com

Church Office: 0783 I 982470; office@southpethertonchurch.org.uk
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This yea~2020 Previous year—2019

Temperature

Average Minimum I 3.27°C 12.22°C

Average Maximum 2 1.77°C 22.50°C

Mean 17.52°C 17.36°C

Rainfall

Monthly Total 82. I mm (3.28") 55.8 mm (2.23")

Total for the year 5 I 7.0 mm (20.69") 429.6 mm (17.18")

An extreme range of maximum temperatures from: 17.3°C to 32.9°C
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Annual Monthly

Full Page £ 100 £ 12

'/2 Page £ 50 £ 6

'/4 Page £ 28 £ 4

Advertising enquiries to: adverts@theseavingtons.org

2 The Seavingtons' News
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do not depend on any external companies. The collating team take the
printed pages to our community shop which provides the home for a
collating machine and a booklet maker; the whole system runs like
clockwork.

I will help the new editor familiarise themselves with the publishing
software, which has some of the look and feel of Microsoft Word. I have
also compiled what I have titled a "Style Guide" which defines the current
appearance of the magazine and explains how to use the software to
achieve the current appearance.

Financially, the magazine is on a sound basis with a substantial reserve in
spite of recently losing the income from the waste paper collection and
our advertising revenues cover the monthly production costs.

I hope that what I have said may intrigue one or more of our readers
sufficiently for them to get in touch with me and discuss the possibility of
taking over this fun job on behalf of the village. Please give me a call on
01460 249445.
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i PICTURE PERFECT !
i Take a stroll around our beautiful villages of St. Michael and St. Mary !
i solving photographic clues and there's a prize for the winner
' !
i and !
: EYE SPY IN THE COUNTRYSIDE !
0

f Sharpen your powers of observation and complete the activities to !
' be awarded a Super Spy CertiNcate !
i -
F Each activity sheet costs just 50p f !
" On sale in Seavington Community Shop from e- !

, 0i Monday 19th to Saturday 31St October " I

i · ' Return your entry to the Shop by r "7 !

f"i " Monday 2nd November ' ^ " " !

I 'y —
. ,,, , Proceeds in aid of improvements to the ,,'r) t ,='._ :=,<E- E
i '.P. Shop and Cafe i E
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Old Chapel and The Other Old Chapel. Incidentally, we might have had
one called The Old Bakehouse, instead of Swan Thatch.

The Pheasant is so called because there was a Pheasantry there, kept by
Mr. Dyer, who also owned Dyer's Drapery in Ilminster. Whether the
pheasants were kept for the table or as pets, one wonders; there is
certainly an outbuilding at Dillington House which is known as The
Pheasantry.

Abbot's Barton, I imagine, refers back to the time when that part of
Seavington belonged to Muchelney Abbey. There are of course many
properties called Abbot's Barton, more or less all over England, reflecting
the enormous amount of land once owned by the Church and a
"barton" was simply an enclosure, not necessarily part of a farmyard.

Finally, a note about Seavington district names. Marie Ground was just a
big field, so-called because of its heavy clay soil; and as for Rowdell's
Orchard, most of us know nothing about Mr. Rowdell except that he
owned an orchard, but at any rate their names liveth for evermore.

Mrs Amos' article above Persuaded another resident, David Eliot to make the
following contribution:

I don't know the year my house on the junction of Water St. & Church
Lane, Seavington St. Mary, was built, nor its original name, but it must
have been fairly new when Earl Poulett, Lord of the Manor of Seavington,
leased it & 3 cottages to Simeon Rendell

On 10 November 188 I, Earl Poulett leased the property, now Parsonage
House, & 3 cottages to the Revd. Joseph Phelps Billing. Rector of
Seavington St. Michael, and Anna Maria his wife, again for 99 years at the
same 2/6d annual rent. But Lord P. reserved all agricultural, forestry &
shooting rights. This implies that the tenancy then included vastly more
land than the present walled garden.

The St. Michael's Church List of Incumbents shows that Revd. Billing
became Rector of St. Michael's on 20 April 1861, and held St. Michael's &
St. Mary's in plurality from 3 August 1871. He died in office on 4
November 191 I, 6 months after celebrating his 'Golden Jubilee' as
Rector. His widow lived on in the house until 23 March 1916, when the
Lord Poulett of the day sold it and 2 cottages to Samuel Robert Jacobs of
Manor Farm, Seavington St. Mary. Mr. Jacobs bought out 86 year old
Anna Maria's leasehold for £30.
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SEAVINGTON SHOP AND CAFE  
 

OUR CAFE IS OPEN! EAT IN OR TAKE AWAY! 
Some indoor tables are available plus our garden area. 
Choose from a wide selection of coffees, teas and cold 
drinks. Breakfast, lunch and snacks - prepared by our expert 
cooks, using quality ingredients and served with a smile! 

 

OUR SHOP IS WELL STOCKED!  
See our wide range of fruit and vegetables, salad, bread (to 

order), cheese and dairy, bacon, eggs, deli, food to go, 
plus all your larder essentials.  

OUR PRICES ARE VERY COMPETITIVE! 
 

ART AND CRAFT EXHIBITION BY BEK TAINTON of OH SEW LOVELY! 
Bek is based in Taunton and specialises in cushions, pictures, decorations and gifts 

using free machine embroidery. A great opportunity to buy unusual and unique gifts. 
 

We're here to help but please keep yourselves, our volunteers and staff safe. 
Please be patient if you have to queue and please observe social distancing rules. 

Opening times Monday to Saturday 8.30 - 2.30.  
 

SEE OUR WEBSITE www,theseavingtons.org/community/village-store-and-cafe 
Water Street, Seavington St Mary TA19 0QH  tel: 01460 249730 
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Introducing your “all year round” 
Garden Maintenance Programme 

 

AYR GARDENING SERVICES 
 

Andrew Hall will bring over 30 
years experience to your garden 

 

¨ Pruning 
¨ Clipping 
¨ Vegetable Gardens 
¨ Planning and Planting 
¨ Lawn Care 

 

All Year Round Garden Maintenance 
to suit all household budgets! 
 

Why not give me a call for a free 
(no obligation) consultation 
  

Tel:   01460 241374 
Mob: 07824 996930 
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We offer 15 hour and new 
30 hour funded places 

 

  Baby & toddler group 
 1st Thurs of the month

Open Mon, Tues, Weds 
and Fri 9-3pm 
“Welly walk Wednesday!” 
 

Outdoor play in our lovely 
enclosed garden

Shepton Beauchamp Pre-school 
“A fabulous environment for your child to make friends, learn and have fun” 

Contact Roxy or Kath for more information 07765 437301  
LQIR#VKHSWRQEHDXFKDPSSUH-VFKRRO�FR�XN
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KhZ��h^dKD�Z�W�����K&�D/E��/^�KhZ�^�d/^&��d/KE 

 

dĞů͗�Ϭϭϰϱϴ�Ϯϱϵϰϱϯ�ͬ�ϬϭϰϲϬ�ϮϬϬϳϬϳ 

DŽď͗�Ϭϳϵϱϲ�ϯϰϱϴϳϴ 

�-ŵĂŝů͗�ŝŶĨŽΛĐƌŚĞĂƟŶŐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

ǁǁǁ͘ĐƌŚĞĂƟŶŐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

 

PLUMBING 

& HEATING CR 
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&DUSHW�	�8SKROVWHU\�&OHDQLQJ 
 

%DVHG�ORFDOO\�LQ�0DUWRFN 
 

7RS�4XDOLW\�6SHFLDOLVHG�&OHDQLQJ�	�9DOXH�
IRU�0RQH\�6HUYLFHV 

 
&DUSHW�&OHDQLQJ 

 
8SKROVWHU\�&OHDQLQJ 

 
/HDWKHU�5HVWRUDWLRQ 

 
6WDLQ�3URWHFWLRQ�2GRXU�&RQWURO 

 
(QG�RI�WHQDQF\�RU�PRYLQJ�LQ�FOHDQV 

 
&DOO��������������RU������������� 

 
)RU�\RXU�)UHH�4XRWDWLRQ 

 
)XOO\�LQVXUHG�DQG�LQGXVWU\�WUDLQHG 

 
PRUH�GHWDLOV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�PD\�EH�IRXQG�DW� 

 
ZZZ�\HRYLO-FDUSHW-FOHDQLQJ�FR�XN 
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